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= WHAT DR BAXTER'S CHALYREATE WILL™
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-THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

po.— It will cure the imperfect digestion,
and assimilation of fovd—the first siep in
the development of tuberclein the lungs,
—which is known by the distress felt after

meals.
Avery, Browx & Co.

Wholesale Agents for Nova Scotia,
And for sale by Druggists geverally.
Oect 23,
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HALIFAX, N S.. NOVEMBER 20, 1872,

TEHE TEACHER.
BIBLE u:ssuus FOR 1872,

DA!\IEL AND HIS TINES.

Buxpay, Nov. 24¢h, 1872,

_The Handwriting on the Wall.—Dan.
v. 2231.°

GoLpex Texr.—* 1 will be exalted among
the heathen, '— Psalm xlvi. 10,

SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS.— Panlm xlvii ;
Phil. ii. 1-13.

SummMary.—** Lo, this is the man that

made not God his streogth,”

AnaLysis.—I1 The plain dealing. vs.
22-24. 11. The handwriting interpreted.
ve. 25-28. 111, What followed. vs. 29-31.

ExrositioN.—The king.~The order of
the succession of the Babylonian kings is
ascertained from historians to bave been as
follows : Nebuchadoezzar, Evilmerodach,
Neriglisear, Laborosoarchod, and Nabon-
nedus. This las:, in the fragments of
history that exist, has been epoken of as
though he were the last king, who would
therefore be identified with Belshazzar,
whom Daniel seems plainly to muke the
last. But seemingly trustworthy accounts
bave effirmed that Nabonnedus went out
to meet the army of Cyrue, who defeated
him in open battle, and captured him at
Borsippa, to which city he fled after his
defeat, and that his lile was spared and an

" estate in principality granted him in Care

mania, where he died. Daniel has thus
scemed to be in conflict with -otherh ise
torians. Colton, in Smith's Dictionary of
the Bibie writes: ** These discrepancies
bave lately been cleared up by the die.

eoveries ol Sir Heory Rawlioson ; and the
histories of profane writers so fur from
contradicting the Scriptural narrative, are
shown to explain and confirm it. 1o 1854
he deciphered the ipscriptions on some
eylinders found in the ruins of Um-.Qecr,
(Ur of the Chaldees), containing memoriuls
of the works executed by Nabonnedue,
From these it appears that the eldest son
of Nubvnnedus was called Bel-shar-ezar,
and adwitted by his father to a share in
the government. ‘This nawe is compound

ed of Bel (the Babylonian god), Shar, (a
kiog), and the same tegmination as in
Nubopolassar, Ncbuchadnczsar, ete., and
is contracted into Belshazzar, Rawlinson
says : ** We cun now understand how Hel-
shazzar, as joint king with his father, may
have been governor of Babylon, when the
oity was attacked by the combined furces
of the Mcdes and Persians, and may have
perished in the assault that followed ; while
Nabonnedus, leading a force to the relief
of the p'ace, was defeated and obliged to
take refuge in Borsippa, capitulating after
o shiort resistance, and being subsequently

ey

| posure.

assigned, acourding to Berosus, an bonuh,

able retirement in Carmania.” On this
view the words ‘*son” and * ftthor."(
(ve 2,11 13, 18, 22,) are to be under-
stood us very often in Scripture, not in our
usual strict sense, but wore loosely of a
descendant and ancestor more or less re.
mote. See Es. v. 1. Compare Zech. i.
1-7 ; Matt. i. 8 with 2 Chron. 22, ete.

Though Nabunnedus was not & descendent

of Nebuchadnessar, his son may have been
by warriage into the royal live. Of all
the views suggested, this scems the most
patural. There was about a quarter of a
century between the end of Nebuchadnes-

zar's reign and the eveats of the preoent
lesson,

Verse 22.-- Daniel in here the speaker;
now an old man of more than cighty
years, if the above view is correct, How
his time has been spent since Nebuchad-
pezzar's death does not appear. Ve. 1l
shows that he had not, for a time, been
prominent as an interpreter, while viii. 27

-shiows that io-the third yenr of Belshazzar,

(viii. 1) be was in theemploy of this king.
His position was certainly comparatively
humble. vs. 16. We find from vs. 10.13,
how Daniel came to be ealled om to inter
pret the handwriting, ve. 5. But who
““ tha queen” was is not quite ocertain.
It is very natural to suppose it to have
been the wifei-at-this time, however, the
widow of Nabonnedus, She was nota wife
of Belshazzar, as nppears from her coming
in thus, her style of speech, and v. 2
She seems to have been intimate with the
affaire of Nebuchadnezzar, as though in
his tamily. 1f a daughter, and Belshaz-
zar's mother, the account is natural. We
mark here the bold, yet courteous fidelity
which previous lessons have shown. Here,
however, no space for repentance is
promised along with the rebuke and ex-
The day of grace wax ended, and
the king was not saved. Pride, self-suffi-
ciency, the sin, ** Thou knewest all this,”
concerning Nebuchadtezzar’s ineanity, its
cauee and termination, vs, 19.21.

Verse 23 —+¢ Hast lifted up thyself." ete,,
especinlly in the acta described here and in
vs. 1-4, which, however, indicate his per-
manent character. The temple of the
Jews, and the God of the temple were dis-
honored and treated with contempt, in the
contempt shown to the sacred vessels of the
temple, This was designed. So now,
often is the Saviour purposely insulted in
the treatment of his iinisters, his- dis-

‘ciples, his word, or his house of worship.

See the principle solemnly anncunced by
Christ in Matt. xxv. 45, This least is
said, in vs, 10, to have been ina ** ban-
quet-house,” literally, ¢ house of drink-
ing.” The Babylonians were famous above
all men for intemperance, eepecinlly in
drinking. Add to this that the feast was
religious in character, as were the feasts
generally, the wive which ‘was taken in
the sacred vessels boing specially dedicated
to the gods, and that the presence of the
wives and the concubines wmay, as many
think, indicate that, as often n those
countries, licentiousness characterized the
festival ; and we can the better understand
hpw great the dishonor done to the holy
God, On the vivid description of the idols,
as contrasted with the living God, wee
Deut.iv. 28. Psalm cxv. 4-8 ; exxxv, 15.
18; Nuwmb, zvi. 22; Jer. x. 23. The
heathen have olten met the charge by as.
serting that they do not regard the idols

‘a8 the gods, but as the reminders of the

unseen gods.
cally true.

Verse 24.—** Then,"” when, and because,
the king thus sinned, as in the last lesson,
criwme- and punishment joined together,
no space for repentance now. ** The part
[extremity] of the hand," i. e., the fingers,
So in v, 5, * Sent from him,” God
Daniel will have tbe source of the writing
known, that the meaning and importance
ot it may be known too. ** This writing
was wrilten '’ ** upon the plaster ™ (vs, 5,)
or rather, in it, by engraving, the custom-
ary method, as the multitudes of inscrip-
tions on the bricks still existing, show.
The letters were wedge shaped, or cuneis
form. The character ** is deeply ocut in
the marble, or the bricks or tile, with an
instrument well adapted to the work, and
handled with great dexterity und precision,”
“ There was nothing cursive, no- fluw in
the charactere, Each stroke made a wedge-
like incision, with no other variation than
the enlarging of the head, or the elonga-
tion of the line. The relative size, num.
her, and position of the etrokes made all
the difference.” ** The band was conspi-
cuous for the freedom, vigor, and rapidity
of its movements. There was no ink or
coloring. * The visibility of the writing
was only by the effect of light and shade
in the sharp relief of the characters. The
mwiraculous ibscription was -acoordingly
wade on the lime or cement of the wall,
such a8 is actually found rewmining on
those ruine where the walle are not lindd
with tlabs.” Rule.—I1t was ** over aguinet
the candlestick,”” or chandelier, so as to
be more easily seen.

Verse 25.—Here begine the interpreta-
tion, The firet thing is to tell what the
words are.  Why none but Danicl could do
thie, does not appear. The words as here
given, are regular Chaldean words, aod if
written in the customary oharacter and wa
here given, it would seem Dunicl should

Still the charge is practi-

ot have been the unly one to make out the
sentence, even if he onl, could give its
significance, ' Speculation is idle however.
The sentence, or rather words, would in
English read thus: NUMBDER, NUMBER,
wEIGHT AND DIvISioNS. - The vin Upharsin
is the conjunction end, and the remainder
differs in form from the same word in verse
28, because the former is plural, the latter
B oL e

Verse 26-28,—The full meaning of theee
single texms is given. Each applies to the
wicked monarch, whose heart and head
were intoxicated with his own glory.—
Though the king was besieged, il we have
not mistaken as to who this king was, yet
he felt, and all his mighty city felt, per-
fectly secure, 'The forces of Medes and
Persians were their derision. According to
Xenophon, who describes the taking of the
city, ** the besieged bad within their walls
the means of kecping up a supply of pro-
visions for twenty years, When Cyrus
heard this, he divided his army into twelve
parts, that one part might be on guard each
month in the year, but the Babylonians
again, when they heard this, laughed yet
the more, think how much better protected
they were, having Phrygians, Arabs, and
Cappadocians for their guards, all of whom
they regarded as fur finer fellows than the
Persians.” To every persistently godless
man, such a message as that to Belshazzar,
in une form or another, will sooner or later
come. Each has Lis kingdom, that on
which he relies, which he glories in, »8 hs
own and his strength. 1he nigit comes
wheu God writes of it MENK, NUMBtR, Lhe
man has no love to God. TEKEL, WEIGHAT.
The end is reached, and repentance not even
pussible. PERES, DIVISION,

Verse 20 —It secms strange that for giv-
ing such & interpretation, Daniel should
have been rewarded by the king; but the
latter had publicly pledged hiwself to it.
ve. 10, 7, and could not refuse,  He doubt-
less ulso was sure that the prophet was
right, and was ready to bumble himself.
We are to conceive this honor as showm
imwediately at the feast. That was not
ouly the sule opportunity ; but in any event,
would have bee the most suitable ooccasion,
at such a feast, when his nobles and high
officers were assembled.

Verse 30.—** That night."  Xenophon
writes, that ** Cryus heard that there was
to be a feast in Babylun, when all the
Babyloaians would be drinking and making
merry the whole nig bt through, aceurding
to custom. On that night, therclore as
soon as it fgll dark, he tovk many men and
opened the ditches to the river. This done,
the river emptied iteclf into them as the
night advanced, and iu the channel of the
river through the city the water sunk so
low that men could ford it*”  Then lollows
the account of the eatrance, of the slaugh-
ter of the unarmed revelers, and in parti-
cular, of the attack upon the paluce, and
the feasters there, *‘They threw themuclivea
into the paluce, and as the Babylonians
were trying to escape, cut them down right
and left, until they reached the king, whom
they found standing erect und grasping his
sword, but petrified with fear, Gudatas,
Gobryas and their men seized bhim. e,
and all they who #tood with him, were cut
down instantly.,” Xeonophon, who thue
wrote, was & Greek and a heathen, and pro-
bably koew nothing of the book of Daniel,
e died B. O, 355, some two hundred yeurs
alter Belshazzar, but gathered his mate.i s
trom traditions and writings then extant.

QuesTions.—Of what kinﬁ did the last
lesson treat? OF what one does this ? v
22 How were they related to euch other?
Does the son of a person by bcrupture usige
always wean that person's vwn child?
Matt, i. 1, Ex. v. 1. Compare Zeoh, i.
1.7. Was this probably the last kiog of
Babylon? va, 28 31,

What has troubled him ? wvs, 5. At
what time? vs, 1.4, Whom did he first

ellin? vas 7. Whomnext? vo, 13 By
whose advice ? ve, 10,  Whaut had the king
fuiled to do? wa. 22, Wus it frow igoor-
ance? What did Daniel remind him that
he knew? va 18.21. How ducs knuwiedge
affect one's goile ?

How had Belshagsar shown his pride ?
ve. 28. Why did thiv use uf the emple
vessels dishonor God? Matt, v, 33-37.
What power has God over us? W hence
the hand that wrote ? ve. 24, What ** part
of it 7 w 5.

What were the words wmwn? va, 25,
The explanation of the firet ? Ot thesce nd ?
Ol the third ¥ ve, 20.24, W hut lesson s
this for us?

Waus the king angry with Dsnhl ? What
did he duv w him ? ve. 20, Why. wa, 16,
17. When? ws, 3.

Wiat became of the king? Docs verse
31 stute that the kingdowm was taken the
sime night T Whas does this judgement
twaoh us !

Seripture Catechism, 83.

Suspay, Dec. st~ The Cunspiracy.—

Dan. v, 4:10.
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THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE,

In GENESI1S the world was made ;

In EXODUS the march is told ; ¢
LEVITICUS contains the law ;

In NUMBERS are the triles enrolled.

To DEUTERONOMY » ugain A e

We're urged to keep God's law alane ;
And these five books of Moses make
The oldest writings that are known,

Brave JOSHUA to Canaan leads ;
In JUDGES oft the Jews rcbel ;

We read of David’s name in RUTH
Aud FIRST and SECOND SAMUEL.

In FIRST and SECOND KINGS we read
How bad the Hebrew State became ;

In FIRST and SECOND CHRONICLES
Another history of the same.

In EZRA captive Jews return,
And NEHEMIAH builds the wall ;
Queen ESTHER saves her race from death
These books ** historical ’ we call.

In JOB w2 read of patient faith ;
The PSALMS are David's song of praise;
The PROVERBS are to make us wice ;
ECCLESIASTES next portrays

How fleeting earthly pleasures are ;
The SONG OF SOLOMON isall
About the love of Christ ; and these

Five books ¢ devotioral” we call,

ISATAH tells of Christ to come,
While JEREMIAL tells of woe,
And in his LAMENTATIONS mourns

The Holy City's overthrow,

EZEKIEL spenke of mysteries,

And DANIEL foretells kings of old;
HOSEA calls men to repent ;

Lo JOEL blessings are loretold.

AMOS tells of wrath ; and Edom,
OBADIAH'’S sent to warn ;
Wlile JONAH shows that Christ should
die,
And MICAH where he should be born,

In NAHUM Nineveh is scen ;

In HABAKKUK Chaldea's guilt ;
In ZEPHANIAH Judah’s sins ;

In HAGGAT the teraple's built.

ZECHARTAL speaks of Christ,
And MALACHI of John, his sign,

.| The prophets number seventeen,

And all the books are thirty-nine.

MATTHEW, MARK, aod LUKE,
JOHN
Tell what Christ did in every place ;
ACTS shows what the apostles did,
Acd ROMANS how we're saved by grace,

and

CORINTHIANS instructs the Church ;
GALATIANS shows ue faith alone ;

EPHESIANS true love ; and in
PHILIPPIANS God's grace is shown,

COLOSSIANS tells us more of Christ,
And THESSALONIANS of the end
In TIMOTHY and TITUS both 38

Are rules for pastors to attend,

PHILEMO\I Christian friendship shows ;
Then HEBREWS clearly tells how all
The Jewish law prefigured Christ ¢
And these epistles are by Paul.

JAMES shows that faith by works must
live,
And PEUER urges steadfastnees ;
While JOHN exhorts to Christian love,
For those who have it God will bless.

JUDE shows the end of cvil men,
And REVELATION tells of heaven,
This ends the whole New Testament,
And all the books are twenty-seven,
— Sunday-School Times.
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} “PUT YOURSELF IN HIS

PLACE"

In an adwirable address on Sunday-
school teaching, at Indianapolis, Dr,
Eggleston give this forcible illustration of
the value of personal sympathy with chil.
dren in every cffort to gain a hold on and
lead thew: A lall-witted follow—or a
“ natural,” as the Scotch would eall him—
found & missing horse, whea all pther
search for him had fuiled, and a liberal re-
ward had been offered for hie recovery.
On his bringing back the horee to his
owner, the question was asked of the sim-
ple-winded fellow : * Why, Sam, how
same you to find the horse, when no one
elee could "' ** Wal, | just 'quited where
the horse wae seen last, and then 1 went
thar, and sat on & rock ; and [ just axed
mysel’, if | was a horse, whar would 1 go,

and what would 1 du? Aund then | went

e i A
and found him.” Sam’'s putting hiwself up age
in the horse's place, in the simplicity of , whom
his feeble wind, enabled him to go to the ;I
horse and lead him back to his right place S r
again. It would be well if every Sunday- Il
school teacher, before sitting down to g « N
class of chlldren. would ask himself, after “ Le
Sam'ssort : “If | was a boy, how weuld were 0
I feel, and what would I Want?" JHe M — vverng
would thua bo far more likely to get a hold + N
on those boys, and bring them along with drop p
hita wherever he pleased to go.—JIndepen- of ask
dent., tion to
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CHARITY'S HOME, 30:":‘]
— « bu
When 1 came to New-York, a fow years dear W
ago, my wife said to me one morning :— the ye
¢ lsrael, we muet bave a home of our and le
own."” gin ; @
Said 1: *¢ Charity, it's just impossible ; unto |
we hain’t the means,” Anc
Said she : ** Isracl, we hain’t the means emphe
to pay the rent that the people charge, from |
that's clear.” o
She began washing up the breakfast- ing Si
things, and off [ went to duty. ;
In the evening Charity said to me, as W
we esat down to supper, ** Israel, I've
bought a lot.” - g s
I sprang up from wy chair, saying, Ak
“ You've bought what ?” o
A lot,” said she, N
- ¢ A lot 7" said I, full e
‘“ A lot,” said she. i
‘* Well," snid 1, and I sat down again, il
and she went for the tea and biscuit, aialkd
When [ came to, I said to my wife: b
‘“ Just explain yourself, Charity." ::::3 i
“ 1 bought a lot” said she. ** Dr. Dodd o0 6l
says the fifty dollars down are satisfuctory, We 1
and the mortgage may run at six per cent. s
Twenty feet tront, one hundred feet deep gt
—two thousand feet—at ten cents a foot, “]
two hundred dollars. Fifty paid, one
hundred and fifty due.” . It is
** But, Charity, how about the house?” meet
‘ All right, lsrael. I've made a con. it is
tract with Chips & Cullings ; house, shed T}
| and fence, filtcen hundred and fifty." best
** Charity !" b The -
« Israel, honey, don't talk, pleasc, Bible
You wen Ve right
“Charity, are you "'— Phil
% Deranged, eb ? No, love, not a bit.” you,
* One hundred dollare cash when posscs half
sion is given "' wast
“ But, Charity "— shou
“ Step & minute, You know, lsrael, glori
we can never get our large bureau, nor way
our large sofa, nor our large dining-table, ing
nor our large scoretary, nor our wardrobe, stop
into that little four-rcom house. That's bles:
clear, ain't it ?” but
“* Well 2" 0
** Well, then, we'll sell them all, and Yor!
the proceeds will meet these two cash pay- his
ments,” ours
* Exactly ;" with a little indifference, you
way be. seed
** Do you see ?" like
““ But Low can we do without these Bro
things 7" wit!
. ** As easy as you will do without cigars; 8l
as easy a8 you will be your own barber eun
and bootblack ; as easy as we'll both take rea
our breaklast without halt-dollar butter; old
as easy us I'll make all my winter clothes ing
carry we through next wioter ; as casy as €.
I'll carry you through nice and geunteel, on hin
the same principle ; as easy as "'— hay
“ Charity ! thi;
“* Well 7 you
= ¢ Aseasy a8 ['ll do withouta * nooner’ wil
aud * vight-cap,’ and my cigars and theatre
tickets, and "~ Cel
* Exnetly, old glow-worm !" the
“ Well—well, Suppose wo should do ber
without these things, and 1 shoull be dead “ |
before it is paid ; where would our howe— th
wy Chanity’s bome—be then ?" liv
“0h, you can get your life insured, fit
and make that all safe.” ol
* Darling, here's with you !" Wi
I never saw debts squared off so soon. wi
Two hundred, and fifteen hundred, make re
seventecn hundred, and ene hu: dred and is
fifty cash off, paid by procceds of this
surplus furniture, leaves filteen hundred eu
and fifty. Vifty dollars a month pays this e
off in—no, not in thirty.one wmonths, be- if
cause the interest and insurance paywents te
put it off sumewhat, and the taxes and & Ly
couple of commissions keep it running ot
longer, say for three years; and then we w
had a home of our own, every foot ‘of it hi
worth fifty cents, making & clear gain of o0
eight hnndred dollars, and wo are — de
‘ Stop, husband ; let me tell it. We
have & home—a delightful home—and I
have & husbund who mever knew that hie u
soul-dehasing indulgenecs had brought him Ll
down vo far that none but his own wile "
denied his lallen state, or hoped to 1ift him 0




