386

For the Christian Messenger,
A DAY OF ALMS.

I)car Sc'r,—— <
1 was much
of !‘N" laudable ('mvrpriw ot
lady merchants of Parrsborough, and |
thu'ughl. Mr, l';!hlur. if those liptn‘upﬁl
sisters consecrate their whole time and

thhose
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energies 1o so_good a_ work, why

may not our sBaptist ‘merchants give
one day's caruings ta the Lord ! 1f we
have a prayer week why wnot have

one alms’ day ; and the whole profits of |

lh&k du}‘. be dt.'\ul('d to lht' nuniunar)‘
cause ?

[ would say then, come nll ye
werchants, in the country and city,
whether your prnli!.’ be five cents or
one hundred dollars, wuud lay it down
at: the missionauries’ feet, on, say

Saturday, the fourth of Junuary, if |

uppru\'cni (as the guillﬁ ure grru'o r oun
that day,) the day preceding the
week of prayer, as a New Year's Free.

will offering, wnd may the alms as well

as the pravers, come up as & mewmorial
before God. Who will 7 I will
Lypia Tuxarira,
Novemlber 26tir

. -_———

For the Christian Messenger,

BOSTON CORRESPONDENCE.

-

LJosTOoN, Nov. 18th, 1872,
20 Edinbore' Street,
Mr. Editor,—
We have just returned from an ex.

tended ramble around and among the
sinoking desolations which niark the

resting place of the architectural heau- |
And we i
cannot but compare the present mounds |
of asfhes and crumbling musonry with | :

. there for the moment a tremendous and |

ty wn2 splendor of Boston

the long lolty lines of brick, grauite

and warble, which first fliehed out
upou our view lhl‘uu'.'h the dritting

haze of a crimson Hushed wmorning in
the early part of August. Then, we
thought, us we rode along Devonshire
aud down Summer strécts, 8o imposing
were their lofty decorations, thut the
roseate-dy ed ntmosphere threw o sheen
and beauty, not ther own, around the
maessive squares on cither side,  Sub
sequently, however, mauy an carnest
and lingering guke in the clearer sun.

light of a later hour, served not guly | -
. ’ ~ ‘hants as poor as bogours,
. y} Washivgtou strect the whole eity was | Bants W) HR

to dispel the fuucied glamour, but to
enhance and strevgthen the ewrlier
(‘ull(,‘!‘_'nlluun .nf ‘n-nu'y. P(‘Ill aud
Devonshire and Congress Streets, along
their whole lengths presented an uuy.
broken granite facade, five and six

stories high, cast in modern styles ;|

with envugh diversity in sculpture and

ornament, varicty, in fluted pillur und |
spiral ¢olumn to throw off the gloomy, |

sombre too

Nll'.('lﬂ'nll“(‘. common

!
warehouse blocks, and potent 1o stumyp |

the lengthened froutage wich **beaus
ty's futul gife”

The e cdilices the-men who built them
fondly hoped would rurvive unhurmed
the lupse of time and tean-mit 104

later, and perhups less cultured genera- |

tion, the energy and taste 66 theid l , :

| lm)uud the conevplive rench ol ny vue
|

|

|

ancestors, and be symbols of the pre.

sent status of art and social refiuement, |
a8 the crumbling walls of *lofty Rome'

are memorinl columus on which are
traced for wll posterity the outlines ol
Y puwer ﬁhu l:li‘,.'hflﬂ'lh whith forever
bas pussed away. The fairest and
wealthiest portion of Boston is burned
sud yet it men will consider, this is
but a blessing deeply masked.
portion of the city was planned in the

earler time, when wide streets and its |

immense businessimportance were ulike
unthought of - Lautierly great incon.
venience resulted  therelrom,  The
parccw thoroughfures proving inade.
quate either for eusy sommercial truns
portation, for security, or for displaying
the rich Corinthinu-like forms of bhewuty
on every huud, But now that the old
landmurks sre largely disturbed, the
City Goverument, ussuming temporary
ownership—which is now being sanc.
tioned by logwlative enactiment—will
reparcel the burat ground as business,
convenionce, aesthetios - and  sccurity
demand. S0 that Boston in a few
years, with her widened sirects, her
spacious courts, and still more splondid
stretehes o wusoury will stund u
aosthetic interest s well as lirerary
and historie, the peerless city ol Ame.
rica.  The fire commenced at 7§ o'
clock on Baturday evening in the high
granite buikling on the corner of King-
ston sud Bummer streets,  Originating
in the lower story it quickly ran up the
batchway«, spread with lightuing rupid-
ity “through cach story, und broke
through the topmost windows in great
red columns,  The firemon soon urvived

“and turovd s tremendous volume of

water upon the buruing bul'dings wid

Mrrouid g bhl'kl. while eve Y ngwncy |

pleased in reading |

This |
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' at the command of the d‘vparuuent was | lines of w picture more grandly awfol | with their few advantages are before

“soon brought up.

stay the reddencd columns in

dmu“y Olset,

the co flagration spread,
" almost funcied it a thing of life, proud

like a h‘ighh'mwi
more' mudly bepeath the tightened
rein.

When the fire burst through the rool

' the heat became so intense thut the |
' high wooden ornaments and window |

susaes on all sides began to scorch aund
| blake. From that moment the fire was
completely beyond control The flames
raced aling the gwnsard rocf, in and
out the jutting cornices, through the
windows, down the broad stairways,
along the wide hulls and over the broad

' fury, 8o that in a very short time whole
- blocks und whole streets were wrapt in
Leurling flames,  The fire all the while
- was spreading in wll  directions; and
threatening the whole city, A slight
| breeze which was almost imperceptible
" in the earlier part of the evening wa

| NOW h.\ the intense heat fanued mto n

' decided current. tukivg a northerly di-
rection,  This suved the routheripor.

tion of the city, which else had shared
| 1w sister's fute
| Hames were now bent northward and
eastwurd, with a tendency to spread
| westward aud cross Washington street,
i Already it had thrown its serpent-like
Carms about the noble structures lining
Lits eastern side, and was crumbling
them in its burnivg embraces, Bt
happily Washivgton street in this purt
was quite broud and the whole foree of
the fire depurtment being concentrated

L successlul ffort was made 1o stay its
westward progress, At times the fire
leaped uceross and clutched the higher
 buildings, which from their immense
' h«'ighl could not be reached with water.
But us the fire came down the stories
AL met u perfeet torrent of water, and
was quenched, At this point the fire.
men worked like heroes aud fought
with a desperntion worthy the race
from which they sprang, and did the
conly renlly dmportunt work of the
uight. For if the fire had

Crusste d

' docmed, as fur a8 human prescicnce |

1

can determine. To the enst the fire
held its course with wideuning fury, aud
f yet incn g\azul !'ulnll) ul the prospect
there, tor at a distauee beyond calmly
reposed the now erimson wauters of the
Atlantic, waiting to set hounds 1o the
imperious, man-defying contlagration.
It burned to the water's edge, nud even
Cdumaged shipping lying ut the docks,
The greatest coucern was now mani-
fested for the nocthern portion of the
eity, whose grauite streets were being
Ctrampled down like burley stocks betore
the tread ot the insatiable cougueror.
C A shect of Hame from eighty 1o ninety
rods in wilth wis swecping  toward
State street, with o ripidity, utterly

—

who has been led o regard grauite or
brick.us incowbustible sgerts.—Aeores
ol land which a tew hours belore rUp-
ported thick Doric walls was now a
seething area of flamcs
for a time withstood the wusting ele.
| ment but after a hittle succeeded und
tell outwards upon thie stony pavement
' with & sudden oruh Just wudible in the
lnmr und din of the cenckling Names
| Miduight Lad passed, The fire had
} grewtor mast ry thun ut uny time belore
L und every moment incrcused its fury,
Men on all sides began to despair and
give up the ¢ity 10 us fute. ~ Although
i all quarters the firemen worked with
an cowigy end cournge which never
fultered nor flugged,  Merchunts whose
stores were rewoved by huundreeds of
yards from the nearest burning poin
cmptied - thair shelves and sent the
goods to the surrounding towns,
Charlestown, Cambridge and  the

Highlnuds were Literully illed with the
werchandize of the * Hub" Aud

every wpot Ollering seourity ‘as the
Common or PPublic Gurdens  were
quickly bestrewed with goods  aud

guarding bayonets,  The scene ut the
Ume was singularly tragic und wemor.
ably improscive.  Perched on  the
projeting gable of & dormer window
on the Murlboro Hotel, & high build.
ing on the West side of Wushington
street  your correspondent beheld an
outspread punoramic scene liko this,
Lining the stroet below und every
avenue of approach as far us the eye
could resch  were surging thoussuds
watching the demon's frightful havoe
with wuxious up turned faces, While
binokening ¢very available roof were
other thousands meimoriging the out.

|

1y faety, the greater the
volume of water that was throsn upon |
the flames the more widely and rapidly ‘

'?‘ ;L)ﬂ!}lill:{ effurts (:,t suppress nn,_. or ‘
| ('hur;_n-r '»lu ging ' A SUA

The tull force of the |

Great walls |

Yet all were notably powerless to t enthusiasm of the strife at Gravellotte,

' theip | Over the broad acres to the front and |
left were curling pilars of sinuous |
fire, now lifting and sweeping, now
bending low, now bounding high in
Until ope | vengetul rivalry, like * vaulting am.

| than the horrors of Sedan, or the mad | us in this good work.

|

{

We have re-
ceived the pleasing information this
week of two more Societies having been
formed and we trust to begin the New
Year with an increasing list. Above all,

let the prayer-meetings be well sus.-
' tained, each mewmber feeling bound to

| bition's, trying to o'erleap themselves ™ | help in keeping up the iuterest by every

the waters of the Atlantie,

- Away to the east in quiet contrast, like
“of erimson blood ealmly réposed

Do vot let us for-

weans in her power.
TEETIhAT Our dear NINtEr Misy Norrig there-aretnany matters
Above us, | has said that she feels strengthened by

‘ M .,
| the whole heavens appeared to bluze | the knowledge that prayer is beiv
and smoke, 80 hot and stifling was the |

| seemed all beneath.

engines, frautic

sinstic bands of firemen cheering eancl

bolder features of the view.

ey,

| the i8sue whs uncertain,
'and the welcome news *the
lv(mqm'rod." ﬂvw urnnud. An

was evidently spent,  The conflagra

!

street whose buildings were coustruct

gration,
should learn a lusting lessviiin Archi.
| tecture,

| not detract. . from

the heroism and

Boston fire department and the numer.
ous companies who came to their assis-

editices heavily ndorned wih wooden

Boston firemen nor any others in the
wide world could control such a conflug-
ration when fuirly underway,  Seventy
| weres of the finest portion of Boston is
! in ashes; and numbers of her irst wmers

L ure still smoking, and a military guard
surrounds the distriet,

the ruins without presenting o pass, —
Washington street is closed tor w part of
the way, and the other great parallel
thoreughfare, Tremont street, is 1ncon.
dense erowds continually haivg it
inconvenicnces and

ordivnry notions ot treedom,

quarters of the Union,

veners of the memorable

memorandum like this we
St the gremtest sight the world ever saw
was its own Hub on tirve”

letter, S, E. Q.

. -_——-—

| For the Clristian Messonger,

TO THE

AND P, E. ISLAND, ;

Hurmah, She says:

Mission Aid Soecieties i Burmnh

now, 'l‘ho{ incorporate this  with
usunl weekly

ing their

Siawm.

Pustor's mesting & month henve, we ho

machinery in every church,

sumething be weonmplished
Bassein, Sept. 250A, 1872

or well feigned sorrow, varying with |
: : oo oo | the nearness of policemen, and enthu.
fluts, euveloping everything in s wild
other in their hopeless tusk,complete the
At length
the sun ** rose o'vr the city,” but conld |
' not for a time pierce the mrss of clouds |
which hung like a black veil above the
The fire was still raging, having
worked north a great distanee, and
Noon arrived
fire is
hour
- later facts vorraborated the report, for
| ulthough the fire was burning its foree |
|

tion had reached the vicinity of State

ed at a period when thick massjve walls
were deemed necessary for durability
and safety.  These thick wnd compara.
tively low walls, rooted with iron were
| the real means of subduing the conflas
Aud trom thyt. fact builders

”y this statement we would

Lunyielding cournge displayed by the

tance ; tor while six story shelllike

ornaments lined the streets, neither the

The ruins ,

sequence nlmost impassable from the
The
citizdns are uncomplaiving, nud bgar ull
restrictions  with
wonderful urbanity, considering “Mrd
Crowds
of sightseers ure filling the civy from ull
l‘;\'m')'hml_\ s
his pockets or sutehell with traguents
of gravite und pieces of timber un sou-
event und
scratches io bis common place book w |

Blljppne, |

A number
of curious incidents will torm auother

WOMEN'S MISSION ALD
SOCIETIEN IN NOVA NUOTIA

In & communication lately received
from Miss Norvis, she meuntions the
gratifying fact that Women's Mission
Aid Societies have been estabilinhed in

“ My sisters at home way be interested
to knew that we have started \vowen's

Qur
sisters here are to send femnle tenchers o
B ws they are needed, and purpose 1o
sid une uf the school-girls as iy werintant
their
lornle prayer-meeting, hring.
we every wock, und wsking
“God's blewsing t rest on tueir off et in

We have started our Seoclety here, and
in sowe neighbwuring churchos @ but st the

to be abls to oreate nn interest in the move-
went whioh shall make it & jart ol the

With Nowa
doutia and Now Hrunewiok Sooloties in my
Ol howe, and the busswin bund ol sisters
here, il God indeed b arw prayer, then wust

This cheering vews will tend to
streogthen the fiith, aud 1ouse the
flaggiog eucrgios, if such there be, of
our Societies, which in thuse churches
where voue now exit it will not, we
trust, a8 an lpcentive, su that It may
nout Le said that the sisters iu Burmah,

| atmosphere, so ghastly pale and wierd |

Crashing walls, |
| sereaming women, continnous lines of
' mioving merchandise, ¥arse roaring |
merchants, - bankers |
with blanched cheeks, spurting streams | Dear Mrs. Selden,—
of water, squads of guarding soldiers, . ’
erowds-of thieves with chuckting taugh t-hy theaid of the * Circular* received by one

!

!

l
|
|
!
l
|

|

Militury rule is ‘

neknowledged and no one can go over

o
|

| teen,

Clug licld for missionary  lubor,

continually offered up oun her behall
through the Societies,

M. R, SerLpexn, See'y C Board.

INpiaN Harnor, St Marcarers Bay.
November, 25th, 1872,

[ have the pleasure to inform you, that

ol our members, we have succeeded in
forming a ** Woman's Missionary Aid

' Suviety,"’

W e met and organized our Society, Sep-
tembher 12th, with a membership of tenand
have incrensed until we now number four.
As our first offering we send §3,50,
We not only feel it w duty, but & privi-

| lege to nssist in sending the glad news of
| % Saviour to the poor and  ignorant,

God
grant the time may come when all those
who sit in heathen darkness, shall hear the

- Juylul tidings of salvation,

Nancy Coviy, Sec'y,

SuMmervinie, Nov. 28th, 1872,
Dear Mrs, Selden,—

I%is with pleasure I inform you of the
orgunization ol & Woman's Baptist Mis-
slonary  Aid Sucicty,
Hants o

There wero only seven at the first meet-
ing, but our number lws since been in
ereased to fourteen,

There was an increased interest shown at

our second meetins, and earnest prayers
were oifered lor vur dear sisters who are

lahoring in foreign lands,
We will furwamid our contributions in a
rhort time, The date of organisation is

Nuv, alst, 1872 >
President,—Mrs, Benjamin Sandford,
Vice President - -Mis, Geo, Weathers.,
Treasurer — Mrs. Samuel Caldwell.
Secretary,— Miss Sarah E. Marstors,

Yours respectfully,
Sanan E. Marsrera:

@he Christian @lm@n |

Halifax, N. 8., November 27,1872,

HOME MISSIONS,

Whilst we are using eflorts to carry
the gospel to distant lands, we are in

great  danger of forgetting that our |

OWD provinee presents womost invits
Many
parts of the lund ure scarcely less
destithte of religious instruction than
portions of countries commonly ealled
heathen,  The churcaes of Christ are
doubtless desitous of extending gospel
blessings, and uro making some efforts
to supply this need, but it is doubtful
i any of them are  doiug their utmost
in this mautter, The great want is
men  of éarnest devoted “piety able
to teach others. It is the churol's
duty we believe to pray for, and
ind - out- thess; as—well-as to con+
tribute their dollurs towards sustain.
ing them.  The Howe Missionary
Hourds of the Proviuce are constant-
ly being uppealed 1o from places
where there ure open doors for lubor.
ers, but they are unable to meet those
appeals, aud seud out Missionaries
to supply the necessity which exists,
The vommunications on another page
may be tuken as specimens of what we
hear from time to time.

Whilst there may be discussion
amongst the brethren as to what is the
wost desirable mode of working, or
us to the time of forming & union of
all the provinee uuder one Board,
there is noue as 10 the ueed of work
beng done, There ought to be no
suspension or holding buck,but should
be a coutinuuncs of well doing in
sending forth the Word of Life; and
the way for the Uunion being event.
unlly tormed will in due time appenr.

-

Tux Havirax Boaxnp or Scuoor
Commissionkns is provided with o
chuirman wn the person of Jus, Thow.
son Keq., but still pernists in keeping
its doors closed,and not allowing press
reporters to its sittings, - Many of the
citizens feel that w puid hody of publie
officers haviog the expenditure of such
large sums of their money should do
their business openly aud ubove board,
and uot in & corner. There may be

wothiog wrong, The gentlemen com-
sing the Bourd way be, and we be-
\eve are, honorable men, and many of
them would prefer that there should
be the fullest Lmbliol. g given to their
«ra who have

%

proceedings; bat ot

ut  Suwmerville, |

-
g,

party interests to serve,and who.perhnps
huve less favor for free publio schools
for all the people, would prefer to ex.
ercise their controlling influence, where
it would be 1. 88 under public obseryy.
tion, The Morning Chronicle of Moy.
day last says ;—

Five-sixtha of the business transacted |
the Board consists of routine details thay
are of no interest to the publie.  Besidey,

Board the publibation of whieh would do
more harm than good to  our schools.
Nevertheless, we think “the Board would
do wull to make their meetings publio, not
because there is much done that the publie
would care to lcarn, but beenuse a refusal
to ndmit the press reporters would be re-
garded by nany persons a8 an evidence
that there was something wrong,

This may perbaps be regarded as an
indication that the Board intend open.
ing their doors, We hope it 18 so, as
we think it will be for the benefit of
the educational interests of the eity,

[t would we believe be far better if
the Commissioners of Schools were all
vlected by the rate payers ; say half the
number ta_ge out each year, and be
eligible fok reselection, perhaps the
chuirman might' be appointed by the
government, The process of election
' would be  very simple=on the 1st of
October there would i that oase be
three boxes for ballots in each Ward
of the eity,—instead of two as at pros.
ent ; one for Mayor, one for Aldermen
and one for School Trustees. This
' would more ucarly assimilate  the
' School arrangements of the city  with
' those of the country districts, for which
| wo are now fully prepared.  We hope
' soon to see un alieration of the law to
| provide for such change. .

|
|
|

»
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"~ The Church of Eungland Missionary
~Societies have appenled to' their breth-
ren for a day of special prayer, to bie
held on Friday, Deeo. 200h for an in-
orcuse of Missonarvies, Bichop Binney
pubilishes au Address in the Church
- Chromiele, recommending the obsery-
L ance ol it to-his clergy, and suggests if
| possible the holding of daily prayers
| through that week, He will also pub-

 lish this week in the same organ a few

prayers for the occasiob.

: * -
*“AxGrr™1c.—~The Dangor Whig
| and Courier understands that Super-
tendoat - Aogel of the K. & N. A.
- Ruilway, b a seut to all the employees
! of the road a tovm of pledgo for them
| 1o mign, whereby they agree to abstain
!lmm using intoxicating liquurs as a
| beverage, and the u-e ot profane or
ungentiemanly . language, Acoom-
punying the blank pledge is a eiroular
ntorming the cmployees that this step
I8 tuken in cousequence of reguent
complaints at the office, and requesting
those declining to sign, to g vo uotioe
of their intentions, that their places
may be filed by others,

 ewmeme -

Drguers <A writer G, O, H, from
Cannitug to the Provincial Wesleyan is
pleased to poke w little fun at his
brethren who are tortunate enough to
wear literary hovors,  He suys :

Our youthful Bro, Weddall was very
bappy in his-remarks;  Among - the good
thitges he uttered ' hw pleasing stylo, ho
told an ancedote, wiieh | regard as too
goud o be passed over in silence.  Pwo
uneducated luds recently waw affixed to
Prenchor’s name the words AL M,, and be-
ing very nuxious to know whut they signi-
flied voquited in wain of ench other, At
last sd one, * s ite Method st winister?”
“You," wan the reply, * Then it moans
Aflter Money, for the Methodists are great
fellows to got wioney from the people,”

-

“ Mgz, Sruraeon is serionsly ill”
I8 tologram received on Satarday last,
which will awaken deop interest in thou.
sands of heurts, und oall forth enrnest
prayer that he may speedily recover,
and be still spared to the Church and
the world.  The remarkable sucocess
which hus attended his ministrations
may lead some to suppose that his
presence is st essentinl to the fur
ther progress of the work, which has
attaived wsuch wondrous proportions.
Weo know that our Divipne Master has
all resources in his hands, and ecan
work by whatever means or agents he
0'100ses to employ, still we would pre
that the servant on whom he hus place
80 wuch honor may be soon restored
to the sphere of labor to which he is
80 remurkably adapted,

" -a- »

Instead of the greatness and high
earthly honor, as President of the Uni-
ted States, whioh his friends desired to
glm upon him, Horace Greely has

oen oulled awny from this mortal life,
to the cternal world, How fleeting
are all things here below, just buofore
the time when the votes of the people
were to determive who they desired to
 bave for their ohief magistrate tor the

sforo-thig——
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