-

1

d
e

0=
te

en
he

in
oW

ale

ath
ely

ne-
our
rom

ys-

ex-
Mr,
tain
has
able

por-

aza-
who
live
nor

leck
Ave
|, in
dom
agh
your
e |
d al-

okly
s
and
alla,
ind 1
way

jore’s
ubli

went
jenoe
ho 1o~

THE

EDUCATION 'ANI) LITERATURE
: IN SIAM,

The education of the Siamese is necessa-
rilv limited and the standard low, when
o.;npﬂred with that of European countries,
The temples or monasteries are the common
gchools of the country. Kvery priest ean
take té the temple with him as many pupils
as he enn teach, so that at almost every
temple can be fyund a collection ot boys,
making & very respectable echiool. - 'These
boys. besides being taught the rudiments
of their own language and the tenets of
the Buddhist religion, act also as eervante
to the tcacher, propelling his boat when he
goes out on the river, and doing other like
menial turns for him. They live on the
rice which i# left, after the pricets are satie-
fied. Every pupil is taught to hold his
teacher in spccial reverence, which lasts
through life.

The males are thus gathered in when
boys, and taught to read and write their
own language, and the simple rules of arith-
metic, a8 the Siamese knowlcdge of that
art does not exterd heyund the sumple rules,
It is conscquently rare that a male can be
found who cannot read and write his owsn

language, and is juet as rare that a female
is found who can.

No provision has yet been made for. the
education of feuniales; Indeed the feeling in
high quarters has hitherto becn against it,
but not near so strongly as in India and
many other places ; but that feeling is now
happily passing away. It used to be eaid
that it woman could rend, she would become
toe tricky for wan. The femnles, amongst
the cummon people, tspecially, are the
drudges,. and become wives and mothers
so early, that there is but little time for
their education.
the highcr clasres huve in some way learn.
ed to read, and the missiomary lndiesihave
managed to teach some few others to read,
whilst employed in their fawmilies; bat
aside from these lew exceptions, the great
mass ol the women are ignoant of Jetters.
The late king made one or two efforts to
have the ludies of the palice taught Eng-
lish. »von alter he ascended the throne,
he employed some of the misrionary ladies
to ge to the palace regularly and teach ;
but suon became alarmed lest they should
teach too wmuch religion, and requested
them to stop. A few years proevious to his
death also he employed an Engllisb gov-
erness in the pulace, who, after about threc
years of arduous lubor, rucceded-in giving
the womwen and children of the palace some
knowledge of English, and pethaps a smat-
tering ol some ol the sciences.

The higher order of education amongst
the mules consists of a correct knowledge
of their own nnguage, mid a smattering
at loaet of the Puli or sacrcd language.
Some few who ramain safliciently long in
the pricsttiond, wake considerable pro-
ficiency in the Pali

Their etandurd of educatin is rather
depreciating  than rising Missionarics

now find it difficult to recure a yourg man
Ouﬂicu-hlly tducuted to make e goud teach-
er. One reason of this is - that since the
gountry has been opened to foreign com-
merce, opporiut itivs o make money are
more commen, and young men do not now
remain suliciently long in the priesthood
to beeome good echolars, but leave it to
g0 into buriness. ,

The Sinmese lnoguage proper is monosyl-
labic and rather poverty-stricken. 1t has,
however, leen enricted from time to time

"’[roun the Pali, and frow the languages ol
the surrounding nations, snd by a few
words frow the Chinere.  Tities ol nobility
and distinction are all taken from the Pali.
Many of the words used in addressing the
king, and others high in authority, have
been transierned from the Pali, and sowe
from the Sauecrit The late king pro-
fessed to be proficient in the Sanserit, and
some of their learned men now make pre-
tensions in thut way. It is dpubtful
however, whether tle late king, although
the most learned man in the kingdom, had
anything more than a swatiering of San.
sorit, und [ do not suppose ithere is any
ope now in the kingdom who knows any-
thing ubout it worih naming.

JThe Sinmese alphabet, coneists of forty-
four consonants, with several vowel-points,
diacritical wmurks and abhreviations, The
alphalics is divided into threo clusses, and
there are also five tonee, so that words
beginning  with n certuin cluss of letters
are spoken with a raised tone, whilst
others ure spoken with rather u depressed
tone. Some of the consonauts teo, are
Spoken with ao aspirate, whilst in others
the aepirate is withhell. This putting
On the tone wnd rhe aspirate in certain in-
Stances, and leaving them «ff in others,

Some of the women of

makes it very dificult for one not born to
it to acquire the language correctly.
‘““ Kai,” with an aspirate, means an egg,
but by leaving off the aspirate it is a
chicken.  Although «pelled somewhat dif-

’
criﬁtly. the sound to an unaccustomed ear
i8 Cxuctly the same.

~

In those  things
foreygners make some ridiculous wistakes:-
A missionary lady, whilst in her garden,
told her servant to bring her a knife, as
she thought ; but was surprised to sce him
coming out with a table on this head
[ onde heard a missionary ,otherwise good in
the lunguage, but who could never man-
age the aspirates and unaspira'es correctly,
announcing to his audiences that there
would be servic:s at sueh an hour in the
Sinmeso language ; but unfortunately he
lelt off the aspirate, and announced that
there would be services in the dead lanou-
age. Still, the audiences understood from
the connection what he meant.

The literature of the Siameee is very
meagre. They have a history of their
country which commences in fable, but af-
ter a few pages, it becomes a reliable his-
tory ol the kingdom. It is written in a
condeated style, and in good language.—
They huve also tolerably relinble his-
tories of the neighboring countries, such as
Cawmbodia, Pegu, and Burmah. , They are
exceedingly fond of fiction, and have a
tabulous history of China, translated ioto
Siameee, which is very popular,

The Regent and Foreign Minister have
hoth been rceently engaged in translating
additions to the fabulous history. The re-
mainder of their literature consists in vile
nud disgusting plays, in which they take
great delight, both in reading and seecing
thewm performed in their theatres, They are
also very tond of a kidd of jingling verse,
and will listen for hours to the mere jingle,
curing little or nothing for the sense, (f
which it is generally devoid.— Gleanings.

No Orean or Tuovenr or AcTioN can be
employed without the assistance of the blood,
and no organ ean be employed safely or
with impunity without a supply of healthy
blood.  With healthy blood the exercised
organs bccome well developed, whether
they be muscular or intellectual. By the
use of Fellows’ Compound Syrup of Hypo-
phosphities the blood is vitalized and puri-
fied, and *o wade capible of producing =
round wind wnd a sound body.

** Persons suffering from impure blood,
or whose health @ giving way, either as
minigters or those who study closely, will
find in the Syrup the material to build them
up and the tonic to keep them there,”— Dr.,
Clay.

- Correspondence.

For the Christiun Messenger.

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL

BY REV. CHARLES TUPPER, D. D,

Arexrix, No. 5.

During the Week of Prayer, 1872, 1
assisted the brethren in several scetions of
my extensive field of labor. ‘Ihe removal
better world of velued brethien
who were forwerly active ‘and useful on
such ocensions, had diminished the number
of our luborers. Some still living had be-
cowe 8o aged and infirm that they could
rarely attend, espcoiully at cvening meet-
ings.  While & number ol our young men
had left us to enter the ministry, compara-
tively few of those remaining with us,
reeted disposed to fill, even as far as they
might, the-places thus vacated. Hence the
urgent need of a grocious revival of vital
reli_ion became puinfully evident. Though
no extravrdinary results were immediately
mauuifest, yet it cannot be reasonably imw-
agined, that the time devoted, the prayers
offered, and the addresses delivered, were
altogdther in vain., Indeed some refresh-
ing s asons were enjoyed while the meetings
were heing held.

On the 21st day of February my beloved
son-iy-law, Rev. Thomas Bleakney, wae
c»lleﬁﬁsognﬁ after a short illness. This
wis, a8 Miay be naturally supposed, a pain-
ful stroke to me. He was a zealous minis-
ter of tl € guspel, laboring acceptably and
heneficially in & pew wod important field,
namely, Woodstock, N. B. My eldest
duughter, his affectionate wife, while sick
hersell, was suddenly called to part with
the kind and beloved cewpanion of her
youth, aud left among compuintive stran-
gers, in charge of & fawily of children, It
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in this season of deep affliction ; but the
kindness of friends at Woodstock, on her

way to Cumberland, and of those with

whom she subsequently met was truly con- |
soling to me, and it is gratefully remémn-

bered hy me.

I hd long bean aware of the propriety
of regarding the admonitions kindly given
me by numerous friécnds in the field of my
labor, to avoid exposing my health to
injury by travelling in times of extreme
cold and violent storms. Still, however,
cases would occasionally occur in which
earnest desire to fulfil appointments; or to
visit the efflicted, has prompted me to dis-
regard these cautions. 1n ore of these
emergencies a heavy cold was taken toward
the close of January ; as likewire in March,
in which month the weathér was exceed-
ingly boisterous. On the 11th of that
month, returning home at night, after visit-
ing four sick persons, I received an urgent
request to visit a man thought to be near
the cluse of Lfe.. Having in the early part
of my ministry suffered much disquietude
and regret from po:tponing compliance
with a similar request, in'a case in which
the j erson died befure my arrival, 1 had
determir ed always in future to comply with
such calls promptly, il possible. Accord-
ingly, though the man resided about 9
miles cistant, out of the boundsof-my field,
und the roads were in a very bad state. |
set out early the nest worning. Ere
I reached the place a vivlent snow-storm
came on. The anxious man who was very
ill, seewed grateful for my visit, He justly
remarked, *¢1 shall never see grass grow
again ;' for he lived only two days after
this. My return home was efficted with
great difficulty, as the roads were almost
utterly iwpassable; so filled .with deep
dritts of snow that the rail cars were de-
terred from running for & number of days.
['hough wy health suffered lrom the jour-
ney, yet I was glad that the visit was im-
wedately made, for bad it been delerred,
it would uvot have been made while the
sick man was on the shores of time,

The 24th day ot March, 1872, was pre-
cisely 50 years since my public entrance
on the wminietry. During all that time 1
am not awure that fweo Sabbaths ever oc-
carred together in which storms and drifts
rendered it impuossible for me to go to a
place of worship ; buton the 17th and 24th
days Of this month such was the case.

My resignation of the pastorate had been
previously tendered. It bad not, however,
been formally accepted. KEspecially as it
was gencrally deewed desirable to have the
large church, extending uver a great area,
divided into two, on the eighth any of
April, to lacilitate the obtaining of a full
supply of ministeriul labcr, 1 tendered my
resignation in writing, with an carnest re-
quest that itshould Le unanim usly necept-
ed and | be releived from Iurther rerponsi-
bility. This wus accordingly done.
cheering to me to know, that the conoce-
tivn, unanimously furwed about twenty-one
years befure, aud harwoniousiy continued
ever since, was now dissolved with mutual
goud will, and with an expression of desire
for me t labor still amoog them as might
be convenient fur me; aud a readivess to
winisier, by donations, to my support and
comfort,

Not long after this (riends,—especially
those on Prince William dtrect. where the
propusal relative to oue was first made—
kindly. and genciously ¢ nstituted Mrs.
Tupper and me Life Members of Woman's
M ssionary, Aid Society, by the poymeut of
filty dollars into its funds,

duughter and ber futherless children, with
other relatives ard Iriends in Cumberland,
at as early a period ae wight be, and also
to supply the placeof Bro Steele during a
part of the time o hiv s M. T,
and I left home, on our annual wur thither
on the 6uh of May. We found the roads
from Parrshorough to Amherst, and
throughout that region, in a dismmal state,
owing to the backwardness of the spring
and frequent heavy rains. Hence our visits
to friecnds were quite lunited. We were
fuvored, however, with pleasant interviewe
with those whowm we raw. The people
generally, where I hud labored for many
yeurs, guve goud attendance to the preach-
ing of the wor |, and treated us very kiodly.
Though we were detained & night on our
passage, yet we got within about 50 wiles
of howe on Saturday night ; 8o that, hav-
ing left the prinvipul part of vur luggage
to be furwarded by the ears, 1 suceveded,
through div.ne lavor, in reaching and fultill-
ing, #8 io all Firwer similar instances, my
appointwents on Lord's day, Muy 261h.

He who cam take advice is sometimes

wus ubterly out of my power to visit ber |

4

superior to bjw who cau give it.

lewas

Being desirous to visit my widowed -

We received the following letter two or
three weeks since, and perhaps should offer
an apology to the writer for the delay in
its insertion. It may not be necessary for
us to say more than that we feared that
our worthy brother, the. Treasurer, would
regard it »8 unkind in us to publish it,
After devoting 8o much -of his time and
lnbor, gratuitonsly, to the work, and plac-
ing the churches under such obligations to
him for his assiduity and attention to this
very important part of our Christian effort;
and yet we koew that the writer had the
kindest intention towards him, and a sin-
cere desire to promote the best interests of
the cause which we all have so much at
heart, in offering the suggestions he makes.
We therefore hope that our brother the
Trearurer and members of the Board will
accept the. suggestions in the same spirit
in which we believe they are given, and if
they think we have erred in judgment in
this matter, they will consider the very
delicate ‘position we oceapy in reference to
it and them, and make all nece sary allow-
ances :

—_— At > ARl S
For the Christian Messenger,

FOREIGN MISSONARY
ACCOUNTS.

Myr. Editor,—

The ** Minutcg of the Convention” are
at last at hand, after a patiznt waiting of
nearly three months. 1o lovk-ng over the
statement of the transactions of the
* Foreign Missionary Board” during the
past year, the Treasurer’s account there-
with published has especially attracted my
attention, and 1 must conless, although
unwillingly, that a more conlused and un-
sy~tematic document has seldom been pre-
sented for my perusal, The figures (as
representing items) way be absolutdly
correct, but the detajls are unsuitable for
publication by any ** Buard” presuming to
business babits. In the first place, ¢ the
Treacurer ” has. lailed to remember that his
*¢ personality ™" should be forgotten, as he
doeé not represent himself but the «“ Board”
who absurbs his individuality, and recog-
.nises in the treasurer only ** an accountant
of the Funds ” which it guards,

The books of one treasurer pass to his
successor, who makes a statcment of the
funds of the suciety, which are really in
the custudy of the Board. lo a siwilar
manner the Cashier of a Bank makiog a
statement of the resvurces of the insiuitution
signs it, whilst the funds are truly in the
hands of the Directors. This Leing the
cace the present treasuier should have com-
menced his sccount with ** bulance as per
account Juet vear,” and added to it the
recvipts through the year. In this care
the five or six entries of money reccived
from the late treasurer would huve been
unnecessary. The twoaccounts, No. 3, and
Appendix to No. 3, are ‘worse than usel ss,
and should riever have been published, be-
ing only private memoranda between oute
going and incowing Treasurer, with which
others bave no concern. Besides, the re-
ceipts are given 80 much in detail that iy/is
almost impossible to learo any thing of any
¢ geries ” of donations ; viz. How much
was paid by individual. and churches in No-
va Scotia for *‘general purposes,” and how
much for Native Preachers. How much
was dunated 10 New Brapswick and also
in P. E. lsland for the same purposes. Six
lines would Lave stated this, and with one
or two itews ol interest would have been
all that was necessary ; the names of donors
and churches under appropriate headings
being publithed in the Appendix. Ac-
counts tu enab e the ** auditors” earily to
exawine and compare, may be very diffuse
or even an exact cupy of the Treasurer’s

books, but all that a society shouldy permit
to be published is a ** throughly condensed
abstract of Treasurer's accounts, anything
else becomes ¢ nlusing and inexplicable.
Referting to payments; there may be
found twenty-two entries of Postage, Ex.
change, and other incidentals amounting to
$02. Ove line would bave comprehended
all-this. Thus ie interest credited received
{rom Mr Selden on Debentures,and on funds
in Saviogs Bank®: why are these funds
not brought into the general assetts of the
Bourd ? while the Treasurer mukes a balance
which is bis individual balance, not the
whole funds beld by the Bourd which the
account should show,to be complete. There
is an item of intercet said to be allowed by
the Bank on Leposits, I this was allowed
before the accounts were balanced, why not
stateitiothe usual place. It notreceived un-
til alter the accounts were made up,itshould
not have appeared until the vext snnual
statement., In the account of the ** Wo-
man’s Aid Society '’ during the year there

are credited five different remittances from

-

the Nova Scotia treasurerand threefrom that
of New Brunswick. One cntry for each
during the year would have been sufficient,
and would have indicated at a glance the
amount of the annual receipts for each
Province. Unnecessary entries of pay-
ments likewise appear. Four entries for
Miss Norris during the year slould give
place to one, which would besufficient, but
this one should have affirded information
as to what'dite the salary was paid to—
instead of this item the Treasurer leaves a
b'ank for the reader to fill up as best he
can.

A glance at the account of the Treasurer
of Acadia College will explain I think what
is required. In-bis general account for the
year all the iteme are condensed into eight
lines of debit and nine of eredit, and are
easily understood ; for instance, ‘*Received
from the churches on appeal §$1,134,” is
plainly stated, and by a memoranduin on
the opposite page any church can easily
ascertain, or even any individual find out,
whether their donations have been properly
credited. The accounts of the Missionary
Treasury do not appear to have been au-
dited, this. 1 presume was an omission
which should be guarded against in the
future.

This has not been written frofi a
disposition to fiud fault, but from a desire
that the financial maiters may assume &,
a more correct and tangible form before the
accounts for next year are made public.

A FORMER TREASURER,

*[n explanation of the item to which “a
former Treusurer” here refers: * Riceived
from 8. Sclden interest Savings B nk, Halitax,
N. N, $480,” we nay remark that it shouid
have b.en Mrs Selden. There are no “*‘funds ”
'om wh ch this interest is derived It is
simply the interest from the deposits made
auing the Quar:er, ot sums p id in from time
to time as received from the Societies, and
drawn out atthe end f ea h three months
and traosmitied t the Treasurer,—Ep. C. M. ,

Pr——

- COLLEGE FNDOWMENT.

Eiwvrown, Dee. 10th’, 1372,
Dear Bro. Selden,—

Havin: now about completed my work in
Queen’s County, in bebalf of Acadia Col-
lege Endowment Fund, it may be ex;ect-
ed that | complete the report of success,
attending that labor.

As intimated in a {ormer letter, the most
of the County was canvassed in September.
Still I believed that two or three hundred
dollars could be -vbtained in the northern
section of the county, if application were
wade. And on being requested to go and
finish up the work in that section of the
County, 1 eonsented to do so. Nor am I
surry for having done so. For, as 1 had
expected, &0 it came to pase, the good peo-
ple in that portion of the county - an well
us in the other parts before visited, res-
ponded, prowptly and liberally, to the call.
1 hope those counties that have two, three
or even four times the wealth and number
of Bayptists, will fllow the example of the
people of Quecns, and contribute liberally
to Kndow Acadin, just now, If so, there
will be no difficulty in completing the
100,690 dollars this year—in N.va Secotia
alone. - Thenall that comes trom the other
Provinees could go tuwards the second hun-
dred thousand, -

The preecnt is one of the most important
periods in the history of the Baptist demo-~
wination of these Provinces, Emphatically,
now s the tame to act.

Let no man, who has any Baptist blood
in his weins; or, any Baptist—or Bible
principle in his heart, shrink from or shirk
duty in this importunt crises! Much more
depends on the success of the present effurts
at Lindowing Acadia College, this very
year, than many Baptists are aware.

I could give several instances of noble
sclf-denial in relerence to the people of
Queens | cowld aleo give a few of exactly
‘the opposite character.

Of the former class, a professional man,
| whose salury amounts to between three and
four hundred dollars, per annum, uosolicit-
ed, handed me one hundred dollars, in cash

—with ¢' e remark—‘* Wife has bad the
promise of a hedroom-set for several years,
and we had secared the needed sum, I
had also laid by a few dollars more for a
special purpose. We have talked the mat-
ter over ; and have agreed to put the two
sums together and give it to Acadia Col-
lege."” sl‘he wife who stood by said ** yes ;
we can do witiwut the bediovm-set ; but
can’'t do without the College.”

Aauther, in cheertully offering one hun-
dred dollurs, thou,h her means of support
are, by no means abundant, did so with
| the remark, which in substance is as fol-
lows :—** The Lord will provide, I shall
not want.”

Other sin lar instances might be given,
but I furbeir

c‘!;llauc pubush the fullowing list in the

Yours very traly,

J. F. Kaupron,




