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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
| palace of the Babylonian kings waa mare 

w{ than twice the size of their whole city. It 

How few persons sufficiently take into 
account the demands which are made on 

the blood to supply the rapid growth of a 

child, How often do we see them, as they 

advance in years, get thin, weak, and pale; 

though complaining little, they still nil and 

losing their appetite, they become dull, 

symptoms are best told by themeelves in 
their own language: **I am so tired." 
And in this tired feeling is often laid the 
foundation of disease such as Curvature of 
the Spine, and disease of the Lungs, in 
botli sexes; while from their weak condi. 
tion they are more exposed to the diseases 
of childhood, lees capable of resisting them 
and more liable to succumb when attacked, 

DR. BAXTER'S 
CIHHALYBEATE 

has served such cases too well to doubt ite 

efficacy. 
Sept. 18, 

BP S—ap—r———— 

~Ehristian Messenger. 
HALIFAX, N. 8., OCT, 9, 1872. 

THE TBACHER. 

BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1872, 

DANIEL AND HIS TIMES, 

Suxpay, October GtA, 1872, 

The Captives in Babylon, — Pea. cxxxvii 
1:9. ; 

GorLoeN Trxr,—0 Lord, according to all 
thy righteousness, I beseech thee, let thine 
anger and thy fury be turned away frow 
thy city Jerusalem, thy holy mountain; 
because fur our sins, and for the iniquities 
of our fathers, Jerusalem and thy-people-are 
become a reproach to all that are about ua, 
Daniel ix. 16, 

tn 

ScriPTURE SELECTION, ~ Isaiah xiii. 

, Summary. ~The Jews when in Gaptivit 
remember the blessings they enjoyed in 
their own land. When sorrow comes men 
value the blessings connected with religious 
fellowship and the worship of God more 
than in prosperity. 

Axaurais,—(l.) The natureof the Baby- 
lonian intercourse with the Jewish captives, 
1.3. (2) The resolution ol the Jowa to. 
wards Jerusalem, 4.6, (3.) A prediction 
of the destruction of the heathen cities 
Edom and Babylon, - 

RxrosiTioN,— Introductory. With this 
lesson we begin the studies of tho last 
quarter of the year. We need now to re 
call the work of the three months preceed- 
ing. It will be remembered that the last 
two lessons took us to Jerusalem, and the 

last lesson was entitled, ** Judah carried 
captive.” 2 Kings 24 and 25 ; 2 Chron, 
36. The studies on which we now begin 
take us to Babylon, among the captives, 
and very fitly is this first one general on 
the state of the captives, 

‘erse 1.—~This presents to view two 
places, and two opposite feelings corres 
ponding. The two places, Babylon and 
Zion ; the two feclings, aversion and long 

ing, and a third resultant feeling, pro- 
foundest sorrow, The exiles bated Baby. 
lon, the land of their enemies, of their 

conquerors, of their masters, of their ser 
vitude, of their shame ; they loved Zion, 
the land of their birth, ot their fathers, 

of sored associations and memories, of 
fondest hopes, of liberty, religion, and 
promise. 

We dd well here to pause and note some 
” gemeral faots as to the oaptivity, which 

will make wore clear this verse, and the 

rest of the Psalm, as well as the lessons to 
follow, 

1. The place of captivity.—~Says Milman, 
History of Jews, ** Nothing could present 
a more striking contrast to their native 
eountry than the region into which the 
Jows were transplanted. lostead of their 
irregular and picturesque mountain eity, 
crowning its unequal heights, and looking 
down into its deep and precipitous ravines, 
through one of which a seanty streaw 
wound along, they entered the vast square 
and level city of Babylon, scoupying both 
sides of the broad Eephrates, while all 
around spread immense plains, which were 
intersected by long, straight canals, border- 
ed by rews of willows. How unlike their 
national temple, a small bus bi 
finished and richly-adorned fabrio, stand. 
ing in the midst of its courts on the brow 
of a lofty precipice, was the colossal tem- 
ple of the Chaldean Bel, rising from the 
plain with ite eight stupendous stories or 
towers, one above the other, to the 
pendioular height of a furlong! The 

covered eight miles, with its "hanging gar. 

deus built on arched terraces, each rising 

above the other, and rich in all the lux- 
uriance of artificial cultivation.” ** The 
rivers” mentioned in the Psalm may in. 
olude the Euphrates, Tigris, Chebar— 
Exekiel 11 15 Ulai, and their tributaries, 

It ie said the willow does not now grow | 
(by these rivers; but if not, it may have 
grown thore formerly, 

2. The nature of the captivity.—The cap. 
tivity here in question is usually called 
the second. The captivity of Israel, more 
than a ‘entury previous, is called the first, 

Says W. T. Bullock, in Smith's Dictionary 
of the Bible, ** The captives were treated, 
not as slaves, but as colonists, There 
was nothing to hinder a Jew from rising 
to the highest emiuence in the state (Dan 

2: 48), or holding the most confidential 
office near the persvn of the king (Neh, 1: 
11). The advice of Jeremiah (Jor, 20: 

5) was generally followed. The exiles in- 
creased in numbers and wealth, They ob. 
sorved the Mosaic law (Esther 8: 8), 
They kept up distinction of rank among 
themeelves, (Ex. 20:1). They preserved 
their genealogical tables, and were at no 
loss to tell who was the rightful heir of 
the throne, The rite of circumcision and 
their laws respecting food, ete." were ob- 
served, Their priests wero with them 
(Jer. 29: 1) | and possibly the practice of 
erecting synagogues in every oity (Aots, 

15: 21) was begun by the Jews in the 
Babylonian captivity.” This very clear 
and fair statement shows that the wretch. 
edness of the condition was not found in 
oppression, but in the fact of exile for sin 
from their own land, and subjection to a 
heathen and hated power. The motive of 
Nebuchadnezzar in transplanting the Jews 
was in part, doubtless, to make easy his 
control over them, and in part, perhaps, to 
build up the howe country, and so aug. 
meout his own glory. 

3. The duration of the captivity, — 

Seventy years was the predicted duration, 
Y | Jer. 25: 12; 2 Chron. 37: 21 ; Lev. 20: 

27-35. The captivity waa virtually ended 
B. C. 5306, when Cyrus issued his decree 
of liberty, Eara 1: 2. To make exactly 
soventy years, the -beginning would have 

Leen B. C. 606. The two main transport. 
ations were not until a few years after the 
latter date ; but Daaiel, according to the 

more obvious meaning of his words, makes 
one as early as B, C, 607, Dan. 1: 1,2. 
This period covered two generations of 
men, though of the forty-two thousand 
three hundred and sixty who are said by 
Exra to bave returned (Kara 2: 04), some 
Id wost likely been in the first company 
that was torn away from Jerusalem. 

4. The termination of the captivity, — 
[t was due, under God, to Cyrus, as we 
bave seen. Cyrus was a Persian, and 
made war against Babylon, and overcame 
it after a siege of two years, Hin victory, 
however, was by a strategom. He turned 
the river from its course by canals, and in 
the night, when the king and the whole 
city where securely carousing, Cyrusand 
his army entered by the bed of the river, 
took possession of the city, and gave to 
the sword defenseless multitudes, The 
oity was subsequently destroyed utterly, 
according to the predistion of Jeremiah, 
Jor, 50-52. It is now a perfect waste, 
Rawlinson writes: ** The gieat city, the 
beauty of the Chaldee's excellency, has 
emphatically become heaps.” "Jer. 81: 
37. Her wells havoaltogether disappeared; 
they have ** fallen" (81: 44), been 
‘ thrown down ** (50: 15) been ** utterly 
broken" (51: 88). ** A drought is upon 
her waters ' (50: 38), for the system of 

irrigation un which in Babylonia fertility 
altcgother depends, bas long been laid 
aside ; ‘‘ her oities ' are everywhere ** a 
desolation '' (81: 43), her * land a wil. 
derness,” ** wild beasts of the desert" 
(Jackals) ** lie there,” and * owls dwell 
there." The natives regard the whole site 
a8 haunted, aud neither will ** the Arad 
pitch teut, nor the shepherd fold sheep 
there,” So exactly does God fulfil his 
word. And the reason of his destruction 
of that nation was the reason that the Jews 
were carried oaptive. 

How natural and graphic the expressions, 
“rivers of Rabylon,” * sat down,” ss 
tokens of sorrow and grief. Esther 4: 3; 
Job 2: 8, We wept," strong men show. 
ing the depth of sorrow. ** When we re 
membered," more natural from one carried 
away from Jerusalem, and that in mature 
life, rather than from ove born in Baby. 
lon. The attachment to country is with 
most men very strong; with the Jews 

per | particularly strong. What a judgments, 
that for the centuries since the crucifixion 

} 

® 

they have been wendering. suffering exiles! 
‘Does not God rule ndtions ? 

Verse 3.—The Babylonians were highly 
civilized, and exceedingly fond of music 
and skilled in it, it would scem, Dan. 
3: 5; and they wished to hear the “music 
ol the now comers, Not necessarily, or 
probably in derisien, but in curiosity. 
“ Songs of Zion,” such as they sang in 
their worship at home, especially, on feast 

never alone, never without scme one to 

whom be oan tell his heart. And com- 

muning with his Saviour now in spirit, he 
he looks forward to that time when he 

shall ** see him face to face." 

RE —— 

SOCIAL WINEDRINKING«eA 
CRUSHING RETORT. 

At an ecclesiastical meeting, wine-drink- 

—————— 

3. The chest was well formed, and of 
fair size. The cartilages of the ribs 
not*ossitied. 

4. The voion was clear, sonorous, and 
powerful, though tremulous in two cases. 

5. The heart was healthy, and free from 
fatty deposits, ! 

6. The eyes were good, and the sight 
excellent in every case, and po sense ex. 
cept hearing was impaired. 

were 
bY 

days. Such as we hive in the Psalms of 
David, and others. Sweet songs, too little 

sung or chanted in our worship— displaced 
by the hymus of uninspired poets. 

Verse 4.—' How shall we?" lmpossi- 
ble ! The occasion, the place, everything 
forbids. As well sing a love-song for a 
battle hymn, as ** the Lord's song " among 
heathen, the Lord's encmies, 

Verse 8. — Notice - the - address. He 
speaks to Jerusalem, his mother, hie 
beloved — ** forget Taem, O Jerusalem." 
What mighty love swells out in those 

words, what vehemence of devotion. What 

holy fire of passion, Forget Tuxx? perish 
the thought: nay, perish myself, if that 
tight be, ** Right hand,” because that ie 
the work-hand, the musio-band, and by 
habit, seems to do of itself: so that if that 

were to forget (** its cunning," not in the 
original), it would bespeak the total loss 
of memory or sense. 

Ferse 0.—** Let my tongue cleave to the 
roof of my mouth,"’ never again to utter 

speech, Let me say nothing, if 1 have no 
heart to speak of my love of Zion, ** Jeru~ 
salem above my chief joy." See wargin of 

the Bible. So would that we might think of 
our Jerusalem, the church, the heavenly 
city, the home of the soul, the hight of our 
life, the seat and centre of our worship. 
Affection ought thusto centre with strength 
in Jesus and his people, and his church, 
and his heaven, 

Verses 7—9.—No verses in the Bible 
have given more offence to men. They have 
been denounced as savage and damnable. 
But we must remember that the Psalmist 
speaks not in his owp, but in God» name, 

and that he expresses in language, which 
the facts of the duy gave him, the Divine 

approbation of the destruction of those who 
wickedly came up against Jerusalem, The 
fact is, God did destroy those nations thus, 
and if it was right for him to do it, it wae 

: right for him, through his servant, to ex- 
press beforehand his approval of the doing. 
These verses are not weant to encourage 
cruelty, either in war or peace. 

‘“ Edom," the kingdom of Esau's des. 

condants which joined Nebuchadnessar in 
the siege of Jerusalem, See 49: 7-22 
‘ Remember," i, ¢, to punish. ** Daughter 
of Babylon," i, ¢., the people, The Bible 
here warns us of the wrath to come. The 
present condition of Babylon assures us 
that Scripture contains no idle threats,— 
Condensed from the Baptist Teacher, 

Scripture Catechism, 71. = 

~ Sunpay, Oct. 18¢A,— Daniel's Temper- 
ance Society,— Dan, i. 8.17. : 

Youths’ Department. 
“TELL JESUs"™ 

BY REY, NH, 4, SHAPLEIGH, 

John the Baptist bad devoted followers, 
They loved and trusted him, He was the 
foundation of their hopes; and their in- 
terests seemed inseparable from his person. 
Bat suddenly there was a change. They 
saw their master cast into prison, mur 
dered, buried, and when all was over 

‘“ they went and told Jesus,” They came 
from the grave of heir dead master to 
Christ, 
The experience of these disciples in some 

respects represents human experionve now, 
It wan not until the burial of their waster 
that they bad anything to tell Jesus, Ae 
long as we have other masters than Christ 
they will absorb our attention and draw us 
away trom the Sinver's Friend. Woe shall 
gO to them for comfort and wake them our 
support, 

God often takes away our masters and 
loaves us nothing here to which . we can 
cling, Providence works to bring man 

command is heard, ** Go and tell Jesus.” 

him, 

into - communion with his Maker ; and 
whenever we need sympathy the gentle 

When all other masters bave been buried, 
when the soul can realize that One is our 
Master even Christ, then we can go to 

But John's disciples went to him person- 
ally. They saw his face and heard bim 
speak. This we cannot do. And yet 
Obrist is present, Heeays, “1 am with | constitution : 
you alway." ‘We bave bis spiritual pres 
ence. * God with ue." He is with ue 
ouly when ho can be our Muster, when we 
oan be bis servants. The Christian then is | strong heart to all parts of the body. 

ing came under diseuseion, Some favored 
it—some condemned. At length an influ- 
entinl member made a vehement speech in 

| its favor, denouncing opposers as fanatics. 
" When he had ended, a layman asked per- 
mission to speak. ** Moderator,” said he, 

‘““1t is not my purpose to reply to all that 
you have just heard. My object is humble 
and practical, I know a father, who was 
at-paine- and sacifice to educate a son at 
college. There he became dissipated ; but, 
after he returned to his home, its genial in- 

fluences, acting upon a generous nature, 
reformed him. I need not tell you that 
that father rejoiced. 

‘* Well, years passed. The young man 
completed his professional studies, and was 
about to leave home to enter upon hia life- 
work, when, in an evil hour, he was in- 

vited to dine with a veighboring clergy- 
wan, noted for his hospitality At dinner, 
wine was introduced—was offered to that 
young man—was refused : was offered 
again, again refused. He was ‘then 
laughcd at for bis singularity. He could 
withstand appetite—ridicule he could not, 
He drank—he fell. From that time he 
became a drunkard, and long since has 

gone to a drunkard s grave ! 

** Moderator,” contiuned the old man, 

with streaming eyee, ** 1 am that father; 
and he who just addressed you—-it was he 
that ruined that son !"— 4merican Messen- 
ger. 

— «oo. 

EASTERN BEDS. 

The beds of the poorer classes in India 
and other Eastern lands are nothing more 
than quilts wadded with cotton, #0 large as 
to enable the sleeper to wrap part of his 
bed round him whilst he lies on the rest, 
A pillow is sometimes weed, made of fine 
cane-matting, stretched over a light frame- 
work of bamboo, hollow, and open at the 
ends. 

In Syria it is often only a strip of car. 
pet, which can be easily rolled up: the 
end portion is Jeft unrolled to form the 
pillow, 
Such beds can be easily washed and 

dried again ; and can be rolled up like a 
bundle ef flannel, and carried away by 
their owners under their arms. 
The fashion and form of these beds will 

cnable us to understand these two texts of 
Scripture : ** For the bed is shorter than 
that a man can stretch himeelt upon it, 
and the covering narrower than that he 
can wrap himself in it" (lesa. 28: 20). 
‘“ Rise, take up thy bed, and walk * (Jo 

There were, however, ** beds of ivory ” 
(Amos 6: 4), and beds or bedsteads ** of 
gold and silver,” (Esth, 1: 0.)—Day 

Spring. SAB. 
an a I — 

STANDING IN THE MARKET, 

The old Eastern habits remain wuch the 
same as in Bible-times. A European trav. 
eller, in narrating a visit to the market, 
says: 

** Here we observed, every morning, be- 
fore the sun rose, thata numerous band of 
peasants was collected, with spades in 
their hands, waiting to be hired by the 
day, to work in the surrounding fields. 
This custom struck me as a most bappy 
illustration of our Saviour's parable, parti. 
cularly when, passing by the same place 
late in the day, we found others standing 
idle, and remembered His words, * Why 

applicable to their situation, for on putt- 

us,’ "Exchange. 

CENTENARIAN LONGEVITY. 

| perfectly ie once. 

stand ye here all the day idle? as most 

ing the very same question to them, they 

answered us : * Because no man hath hired 

Six Duncan Gipe, in a paper read be- 
fore the British Association on ** Centene- 
rian Longevity,” makes some very interest 
ing statements, derived from a comparison 

of four examples he bad seen himeell. Of 
these four, two were one hundred and 
threo, one one hundred and one, and one 
one hundred and two years old, Mr. Gibb 
found these peculiarities in their bodily 

1. The lungs performed their functions 

2. The blood 'was well ciroulated by 

7. None smoked, chewed, or snuffed 
tobaoco. 

8+ The mind was active, and the memory 
good. 

9. The digestion in dach case was excel. 
lent, and the teeth sound. 

10. In each case the mind had been 
throughout lile composed and free from 
care und distress, 
The lesson drawn from théee casce is 

this: that it people wish to live in health 
& hundred years, they must have* sound 
bodies and take care of them. In other 
words, the body must receive that intelli 
gent attention it deserves, and people must 
read and study the laws of hygiene in 
order to obey them.— Herald of Health, 

 -—wb - 

A DOUBTFUL STATEMENT. 

Dr. Winter in writing to the National 
Baptist, says: 
Mg. Epitor :—In a recent article of one 

of your contemporaries (a very good arti- 
cle, too), the writer says: ** It is not very 
difficult to be a Christian in the prayer. 
weeting or in the church on the Sabbach.” 
I must take leave to differ from this posi- 
tion of the gifted writer. However well 
meant it may be, I regard it as ** an un. 
tenable position.” Those who bave the 
least of the Christian everywhere else, find 
the most difficulty in being Christians, or 
appearing to be such, in the ** church,” 
and especially 0 in the prayer-meeting. 
It is not difficult for one, professing to be 
a Christian, if a man ol parts, and gifted 
with a free tongue, and possessing a good 
measure of knowledge, to make himeelf 
quite prominent among his more modest 
brethren, by his well-worded prayers and 

make himself a very leading brother, 
Men may wait for him, But if he be not 
Christian in bis heart ; if in the family, 
and out in the world, he bave but little of 
the Christian spirit, and less of Christian 
circumspection, it will be no easy thing, 
supposing him to have a conscience, just 
for the occasion to put on the garb of 
Christian sanctity and devoutness. Or, 
should persistent habit mako it somewhat 
easy to himself, it will be barely possible 
for him to appear in the estimation of his 
fellow-worshippers quite as unexception- 
able as he does in his own. 'To appear to 
be what we know we are not, whether in 
the prayer meeting or elsewhere, requires 
a strong effort. Certainly it is not **eany.” 
He only finds it easy to be a Christian 
inthe prayer-meeting who is a Christian 
everywhere else.” Of all places in the 
world, he is there at home. He is 
there ready, with modest and unaffected 
Christian feeling, to do his part. And, 
whether in prayer or in exhertation, the 
worde are ** fitted to his lips,” He has, 
more or lees, ** an unction fron the holy 
One,’" and all bear witness to him that he 
walks with God, Itis easy for a Chris 
tian, who is such in truth and everywhere, 
* to bo a Christian in the prayer-meoting 
or in the church on the Sabbath." I 
doubt it the same can be as truly or as 
safely said of those who are Christians only 

CONSCIENCE. 

Wasn a very little boy, I remember 
reading of a child who was in the habit 
of going to an upper room or loft where 
there was a store of apples, but as 
she went from timo to time to steal these 
“ y she met with something that greas- 
tly troubled her, for there happened to have 
been placed in that store-room an old 
oil-painting. 1t was & large face, the oyes 
of which, go to what part of the room the 
little girl might, seemed to follow her; 
and they to be'saying to her, ae 
he stooped Seve to take up the apples : 
“Ah! 1 seo you. It is vory naughty. I'll 
tell upon you. You are wmure to be found 
out” ~ Well this so annoyed the little girl 
from time to —— \ sega me 
to put a stop to this speechi of these 
Le staring eyes ; 80 ot gids small 
knife, or a pair of so , and struck them 
out. Ah! bat there were still the two 
large holes in of the eyes, and she 
never could look at them withcut thinking 
of the eyes ; and what they used to say to 
her. bad put out the eyes, but she had 

| not, nor eould she, get rid of her consience. 
Moreover the very means she hadadopted for 
sinning without rebuke on gwl to dis 
cover ilt ; for when v berg 
the t came 10 be found oat, i 
to such a4 at the last to reveal the 
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his fluent oratory. In this way he may long 
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