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* THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

Tus Ace of Raiuroaps axo rtug True
grari gives rise to fast living, and in-
cronses the desire tor making rapid fortunes
—some wishing to vutstrip, and other to
be at least equal to their neighbors. In
order to keep up the eager and unequal
ocontest, the brain i taxed to its utmost

__power, while humanity is rendered an ensy |

prey to disease. The heart, Liver, Stom-
ach, Lungs, or Nervous System become
afflicted, and siokness, in. the form of Heart
Disease, Jaundice, Dyspepsia, Bronchitis,
Consumption, Paralysis, or Mania, is the
result. The use of Fellows' Compound
Syrup of lypohoshities will cnable the
mind to sustian & greater strain unfettered
by conllicting thoughte and unwenired by
" continued study, It imparts power of con-
centration. What before seemed difficult
of solution becomes comparatively easy,
and the body is physically stronger under its
use,

— D

For the Christian Messenger.

CONVENTION SERMON,
PREACHED BY REV. K. A. CRAWLAY, D. D,

At the Baptist Convention held at St
Stephen, N. B, 1872 and published by
rt'quo»t of the Convention.

““Iv is more bl.sved to give than to receive,"—
AcCts xXx, 35,

| Concluded.)

The onses strike ue as the more remarkahle,
because they contrast strongly with man's
natural avarice, and are so contrary to the
disposition shewn by the Jews at some
other periods; as, fur instance, in the time
of Malachi, who, in the name of Jehovah,
addressed the Jews of his day with the in-
digoant rebuke, ** Will a mah-rob God?
Yet ye have rohbed me. - But ye say,
wherein have we robbed thee?” To which
God replies, ** Ye have robbed me in
tithes and offerings.” The noble spirit of
giving that had buret forth in the days of
the tabernacle and of the first temple, had
long passed away, and now the narrow
minded Jews grudged even to render to
God the appointed offerings of every day
But time flywed on, and. with it came those
wondrous changes of men's ordinary dis-
positions and lives, that under the teaching
of John the Baptist, and still more under
that of Jesus Christ and bis Apostles,
shewed the power of & new dispensation
A sente of the blessedness of giving revived
In Ziwoeheus we see it, wmingled with a
sense of the justice of restitution, **Behold,
Lord,” suys he, ** the half of my guods 1
give to the poor ; and if 1 have taken any-
thing from any wan by fulse accusation, |
restore to him four fold.” But the most
remarkable case, perhaps, is that utter dis.
vegard ol property, which, at first, passessed
the church of Jeruealem, when, together
with thowselves, they seem to have devoted
their all to God, without reserve, for his
servioe in the support of his church and
people.  ** And the multitude of them that
believed were of one heart and of one soul ;
neither said any of them that ought of the
things which he possessed was his own, but
they had all things comwmon.” They,
doubtless, felt then how much more blessed
it iw to givethan to receive ; and the recurds
of thoso cases remain as standing wemo~
rvials of that truth ; as well as to shew that
there is n mighty power in the truth, that
only requires thut men 's hearts shall rightly
receive it in order to resch at onoe the
bighest standard of giving, and with it the
greatest nearnces to God, and the largest
amount of selfsacrifiding, devoted bencvo-
lence of which the heartof wan ie, perhaps,
capable in our present state.

Such oases as these, in which the arm of
wamwon for the time was broken and his
power crushed, must’ startle people who
reflect in this world of mammon-worship-
pers. Such large-hearted giving, such
utter abandonment, even, of all rights of
property, in the rich luxury of yieMing all
to God, seem to fall on our guld-hunters
like the thunderbolt, so absolutely variant
is it from the cunstant deep current of the
feelings of the worldly man. Still theve is
another giving of which there are even
more instances than of thiese cuses of cheer-
ful offering of large pecuniary gifts, in.
stances which are even greater evidences of
the power over the heart of the Divine
beneficence, and of the principle cur text
teaches, ** it is more blessed to give than
%0 receive.”” 1 allude to those many cases
o which men, nﬁtthpwuof&o
trath upon them, have givea, not only their
woney, ;but themselves. to God ; and that
by no partial surrcnder, but by a life-loag
dedication of all they have and all they are.

ln a modiﬂed nenno. mdood tvery Ohrlntian
does this, must do it to be a Christian, but
innumerable have been the nstamces: of
those who have done it with #o complete,
80 absolute & renunciation of themselves,
as to compel in all who met them the con.
viction that they were men of another
ephere, men whom nothing could so fitly
describe, not merely in regard to what they

worde, ‘“Ye are not your own, ye are
bought with a price.” How plain it is that
Paul was such a man. From the day that
the voice of Jesus arrested him all the ties
of carth were loosened, old prejudices gone,
the implacable enemy -changed into the
devoted, untiring advocate of the cause of
him whom he once had persecuted with
ohains and death. Paul reserved nuthmg.
fame, property, distinction, ease, all were
sacrificed without a murmur or a regret.
No oconsional generosity in giving of our
worldly substance ean possibly equal so ab.
solute a surrender of oneself as this,  Muny
more men of similar spirit have lived and
passed to heaven, who, from the peculiarity
of their circumstances, have left on carth no
permanent record of their lives, but whose
names will shine brightly in the world of
infinite rewards. But coming to later
times, and looking at that long array of
eminent Christians who have led the way
in modern missione, hraving the unbelief
and tender expostulations of friends, the
sneer of the world, the loss of the thousand
comforts of a civilized howe, the appalling
dangers of their mission field, how impos:
sible it is to refuse to them the weed of
praise and admiration’' that belongs to men
who truly give themsclves away to Gud.
[t may be admitted that the enthusiasm, or,
if you will, the romance, that unavoidably
attends a subject like that of modern mis-
sions, having in it 80 many elements that
nddrees the soul's dceepest emotions, may
have led us too readily to lovk on all mis-
sionaries as martyrs; there may be no
doubt, also, that every portion of the mis-
sion field -may not be equally trying, and
that many ‘vircumstances that have arisen
since the commencement of the missionary
enterprise may have tended to mitigate, to

& considerable extent, its more burthen-
some features, but such admissions, however
amply wade within the bounds of truth,

have no power whatever to lessen the gran-

deur of the self-devotion made by such men
a8 Schwartz, Henry Martyn, or Judson,

A reference to Howard may, to some,
seem too hackneyed, but that were an in-
jurious position ; to such & topic Howard's
name belongs, coupled with the affection
wnd the reverence attached to the holiest
and dearest of household words, His was
a life.devotion to the afflicted, because
Christ has commended them to the sym-
pathies of his people. He gave his for
tune, bhe gave hiwsell away to God in
Christ, that he might weliorate the o.n-
dition of the suffering. No gift wag ever
more absolute, ncne ever shone with a
brigbter lustre of lowly sclf-renunciation in
the giver,

An uonthinking mind in recurring to
these instances of the power of the princi
ple—the blessedness of giving—as inspired
by a sense of the infinite worthiness of the
Great Giver, may adwit, possibly, that it
has produced great results, and still doubt
whether those results, however beneficent
in themtelves, rewarded those who caused
them. Fastoning his eye chiefly on the
losses, the sucvifices, tho labors, that at
tended the performance of the acts of be-
neficence, at least in some instances, he secs
oo further than this, his thoughts have no
power to penetrate the interior of a mind
animated with the noblest sentiments in
the universe, and to apprehend the blessed-
ness that must needs attend a spiris stirred
by heiven's noblest emotion. But what
truth ie suver than this, that the happiness
of man ie always as the excellénce and rank
of the principle that wmoves him. The seat
of bappinces is the soul; and despite the
idolatry that continues to be paid to show,
wealth, appetite, all the oabinets of all the
voiversities in the world hold not more
illustrations of physical facts, than the
world constantly preseots proof« and ine
stances of the great moral ‘ael, thab all the
supposed meana of happiness—=weslth
station, luzury, appetite,~may be present,
and the heart of the r be miserable !
But where is the instance of one possees
ing and obeying & high, moral or religious
motive, who hae not found & corresponding
deep and joyous, perhape lofty, sense of
blessedness, that the presemce or the ab.
sence of outward advantages bas had no
power to affect. Howard, in the hlessed
consciousness of earrying relief to a suffer-
ing patient in the plaguc-bospital at Cher-
sou, eulfored wo dread or pain in the

personal danger to which hs exposed him-
solf. The Moravian brethren, on the
inhospitable shores of Greenland hecawe
entirely willing to muke thein their per.
manent abode, so soon as the peor natives
began to melt and weep at the story of the
Croes, .

Su necessary 18 the connection between
well-doing and ioner, joyous emotion, that

ought to be, but what they are, as the | it is true in & certuin sense, thatvirtue-be—{of -Jesushud-the weliorating inflaences ol | "Thus we sing. Thus we pray. But

comes thus its own réward ; of no form of
virtue is this more true than that of bene.
fleence. Let any one, from a real feeling
of kindnesa merely, do good to ethers, and
the soul is immediately conecious of a purer
Joy than flows from any other source.
What dignity has sometimes clothed even
the ahject by the power of a true heroie
kindness, When Norfolk in Virginia, a
year or two belore the war, was desolated
by pestilence, and many a physician, and
even teacher of religion, bad either died or
fled, who dared despise the poor lost women
who ruse suddenly to their true womao-
hood by devoting themgelves unbidden, and
unheeding danger, as nurses to the sick,
who otherwise must have died without a
hand to soothe their misery? May the
God who saved Rabab open to these poor
outeasts the gates of hieaven !

But if true kindness wakes in the eoul
%0 noble n sentiment, how much highey
and purer the joy when inepired by the love
of God! That must be unquestionably the
highest and the purest of all joys. The joy
of love in givirg is the highest joy of God;
for God is love ; and when the giving flows

Arom love to God, prompted by a view of Llis

infinite beneficence, there ean be no joy on
earth or in heaven higher or purer than
this,

Blind are we, and slow learners in-the
mysteries of godliness, or surely many
more of those wysteries would stand re-
vepled to- our view. What a book of
hidden wonders is ever open before us in the
Providence and Grace of God, and hidden
through our blindnees ; and yet, with what
breadth and clearness revealing God's be-
neficence, boundlces us.  Himeelf, The
world ! the Bible ! the universe ! all we sce
and know of God's working around us;
what are these but one wast act of love—
God revealed to us in giving? Here is
Deity. Here is l.eaven, and around us,
everywhere, all nature, all creation, war-
bles in universal strains of wondrous musie,
*“ It is more blessed to give than to receive.”
It is 80 with God Himeelf' ; what else, then,
ean it be with His greaturea? And why,
on earth, as islands of wretohedneses in a
glorious sea o! love—sterile rocks, parched
and arid, in a boundlees plain of fertility
and beauty—are there poor that we might
feed, sick that we wight relieve, wieked
that we mizht counsel ; and, oh wy breth-
ren ! 80 wany, wany ignorant that by
giving, il not going ; aiding others, if not
preaching, we might instruet in the way
of Iife, and so save from an endless death ?
We often commuune with our ignorance
and our wonder when this question ocours;
| do not know whether any soul on earth
has yet fully understood the power and
mighty weaning of the revelation that the
pour, the wretched, the ignorant themeelves
are constantly and plainly making, ** We
are here,"” they ery, ** that you may help
us, pity us, instruct us, save ue, and so
learn by acts of kindness, the only way
you ocan learn on earth, that it is more
blessed to give tham to receive ; that this
is % be Godlike ; this only that can
fully fit you for the highest presence and
fellowship of heaven, that world of holy,
pure and disintorested benelaction,"

Awong those whose poor dumb mouths,
like Canear's wounds, thus plead with us,
NONe Are MOre INUWErOUs, nUDe more
eloquent, than those, who, to 0 great
though not exculpatory extent, owe their
igorance to the wisfortune of their birth,
All around us are such men ; those who
are low, degraded, vicious, because the
wheel of fortune, il we might so speak,
in unsparing revolutions, has plunged
them into that mine of corrupt associa-
tione, from which their fecble conciences,
or thelr debased will, has had no power to
raise thew ; they float on the cmnals and
rivers of this great continent—they throng
its sea-board-—they people our prisons—
lost, are they, by the drift uf ciroumetances
~=by the tyranny of « bad society as wuch
as by the budoess of their homrte ; in their
circumetances you and [ might have been
a8 bad as they, or worse— in our ocircum-
stances they might have been better than
we are,

But strotoh your eyes ncross the deep |
blue sea, away to distant strands. Let’
Africa, Obina, Japan, Australia, Polynesia,
Iift up the veil that hides their wmillions
from our eyes, and what sighta court our

view ! what ruthless bloodshed ! what un-
natural parricides! what loathsome idols,
glaring on their infatuated worshipers.!
Domestic joys are alwmost unknown—-hon-
esty and truth are fled—and piety is sell-
torture or the immolation of children or
parents. - But what had these been if train-
ed like you ; had their mothers from their
enrlieet years whispered to them of the love

hristianity baptized all their associations '
I'here i*» no hesitation a8 to the amswer,
Circumstances only have made them worse
than we, il worse they are, Our circum-
stances might have made them far better
than we are. But we, mark you, ean con-
trol their circumstances, 1tisin the power
of eivilized and Christian countries to pour
the light on their darknees, to give them

the Gospel with its pure morals and its

heavenly hopes and joys. Why then are
these millions now on the earth stretch-
ing forth their hands to d8 in wute agony
if it be not to constrain us to acknowledge
that it is better to give than to receive—bet-
ter £ send to them the word of life thad™o
roll in our carriages, to loll on our luxur-
ious sofas, to tread our soft earpete, or to
satiate our appetites at dainty” banquets,
Alas! the text with all its mowentous truth
18 the reverse of much or most of the
daily, hourly tenching of our practice, for
that in language too plain to be mistaken

insists upon it, that to receive is far more
blessed than to give,

Oh for some olicck to this dangerous mis-
take, — this dailng denial of “heaveu's
highest truth, There is no check but in
action, Our practise so fearfully denies
our theory, simply because we have stood
#o long on theory alone, or theory in great
foree, but followed by most meagre doing.
Let this or any other people arive to the
determination of acting out the theory,
and boldly live und do like men convinced,
yes, swallowed up by the conviction, that
giving is better than receiving, and the
soul-destroying and daring impiety that
reverses Gud's word, 1, as to that people
annihilated.

Brethren of this Couvention, permit me
to congratulate you that God has thus
greatly honored you by calling you to the
stand you occupy. I conecive you to be
set fur the establishment of the truth of my
text, and your ubject, doubtless is action,
Give! Give! Give! for God and for His
cause, I take to be your motto, your honor
and your life, It isa cry in which none
but the greedy and sclfish hears any sound
but that of sweetest musie. May it be
inseribed on your banner, may it be your
war ery in your onsets on all burtful errors
and habits that obstruct your progress,
At this sound let hearts be open wide as
well e purses, and in all your efforts wmay
God the Suviour stand by to cheer you, and
to wake the people know how grand a
truth iuspires you in the words, ‘It is
wore blessed to *give than to receive.”

‘With-how div ne & wish your bosoms swell,-

when you say to say to them, May God
inspire you too with this grand truth, way
He eurich and bless you with this divine
luxury of giving.

We should grieve if in theso words we
scowed te disparage any act of generosity,
or 10 be blind to some noble gilts among
ue that are standing wmonuwents of the li-
berulity of the domors. But adwmittiog,
fully wnd cheerfully these marked excep-
tions, of which this place | learn, containe
more than one example, the truth, never-
stheless, ought not to be concealegd, that o
greut relurm is wanted on the earth, and
that it wmust come ere the kingdom of
God sball tully come, and that refurm lies
in the trivmph of the text,

That glorious enlargement of the truth
for which we hope, eannot commence with
the incubus of covetousnees pressing en the
heart of the Church,  That ineubus must to
thrown off - Mamwon must be driven from
our midst and giving largely to God, for edu-
ontion, for miseions, abroad and at home,
for ali decds of love and meroy, wmust be-
cowe our joy and honor ere Christ our Re.
deewer can be enthroned upon the earth,
Whaut vice retards his coming more than
that narrowaess of heart that denies to God
the Giver of all, thoss needful exponditures
im His cuuse, which He has made to be
plainly crsentinl to wny greatly increased
moasures of the divine giving itself,
in the grace of solvativa %0 millions of
the heathen vations, and in that of the

union, purity sad perfectnoss of the
ohurch,

- . . b w-.w—~~.-~.

The purest joy is uupuhblo—th. most
impressive prayer is ailent, and the most
solewn preacher at & funeral is the M

one whose lips are cold.

317
Gorrespondence.

For the Christian Messenger,

“Saviour visit thy plantation,
Grant us Lord a gracious rain ;
All will come to desolation,
Uunless thou return again—
Lord revive us, &c.”

what condition are our churches in for a
visit from the blessed Saviour? Most of us
when we expect a visit from a stranger sy
a friend have some preparation,more or less,
one would like to make. Then how about
our hearts, our houses, homes, family al-
tars, secret chamber? If we are sincere,
in real earnest, and mean that the Saviour
should actually make the churches a visit,
I am apt to think most who read these
lines, would like that there should be some
little preparation made to receive him.
Methinks if he took this church and
that, at its bidding—unless they are very
unlike the church with which I worship,
on the first Lord's day morning, or the most
favoured moon-lit evoning, he would not
find much over a third of the church mem-
bers—of his professed disciples,—present,
and probably two.thirds of those females,
‘““ Grant us Lord a gracious rain.” A
gracious rain!  Why how many fields are
fenced, and ploughed, and sowed, and har-
rowed,—in & word—in a condition to be
profited by a gracious rain? Those plan-
tations, if the poet meant by the expression
the churches ~and no doubt he did—these
plantations, according to my mind, are in
any thing but a desirable condition for a
visit from the great husbandwan. The
fences in many places are down. The gates
are off the hinges, the bars are broken and
lost—in many localities used up for firewood
or for other purposes, It is all & common,
The stranger could not tell where the wile
derness ended, or where the plantation be-
gun, The hedgerows, once s0 nice, and
trim, the paths so clean, the grand walks
80 lonely,"the boweors so shady. O, how
changed! Weeds, thistles, thorne, briars,
abound. Foxes, and wolves and ravenous
beasts prowl about portions of *¢ the plan-
tations,” and their hideous noises often
cause alarm among the most faithful of the
Master's servants and husbandmen.

In other words, and dropping. all meta-

phor, the discipline of too many of our
Baptist churches in Nova Scotia has been
so neglected of late, has fallea into such
disrepute, into sueh a deplorable condition,
that no visits from the Master, no divine
influences, no revival seasons, can reason-
ably be expected, until the ancient land-
marks are erected, until a thorough purga-
tion takes place, I here it, I see it, it is,
00 far as I can gather information, a stand-
ing disgrace to our churches, many of them
at least, that ministers, deacons, elders and

members, who, in many respects ornament

their professions, have not courage to deal
with this crying evil, the laxity of discip-
line.

How can we expeoct revival influences to
be showered down upon churches, guilty of
every crime, every offence almost charged
against the churches of Asia? It would
be like encouragement to go on in sin, if
gracious influences were bestowed while
the churches held in fellowship and com-
munion members, whom the world itself
points at, in many instances, and justly,with
derision and scorn. _

No, no. No * graeious rains "’ ought to
be expected until the plantations are right-
ed up, and in & condition profitably to re-
ceive them. It appears to me that much
of what the Apostle James addressed to the
twelve tribes scattored abroad,” in his day,
and left on record, has a marvellously apt
illustration and application to the condition
of our churches just now, and may be studied
with great prufit by overy true hearted
christian.

The season of the year is approaching,
if not alrendy arrived, when it is conveni-
ent to hold special meetings, and have
special services, with a view of promoting
the Saviour's cause, and endeavouring to win
souls. ButO, Ientreat my brethren, before
thoy enter upon any thing special in this
way, before they invite anew the Saviour's
visits to ‘‘ the plantations,” where they
reside, or preside, to hasten and make such
preparations, for His prescnce, as will en-
sure & wolcome if He comes, and ** Well
done good and faithful servants,” as the
plaudit and result of his inspection of each
particular ** plantation.”

But some of those Who may require to
be dealt with and unless repentent, exclud-
ed, are wealthy, some are in influential posi-
tions. These are the very ones, who deserve
first of all to be diggiplived. Their exam

ples are ruinows.  Their influence h
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