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Poetry. 

UNDER THE CROSS, 
- 

1 cannot, cannot say 

Out of my bruised and breaking hea
rts 

Storm. driven along a thorn-set
 way, 

While blood drops start 

From evory nore ns [ drag on,=- 

«Thy will, O God, ve done a 

1 thought hut yesterday, 

My will was one with God's dear wi
ll 

And that it would Le sweet to say ,= 

Whatever ill 

My happy state should sinite upon,.. 

“ Thy will; my God, be done!’ 

But 1 was weak and wrong, 

Both weak of soul and wrong 
of hearty 

And pride alone in me Was s{rong, 

With cunning ot 

To cheat me in the golden sun, 

To say, God's will be done > 

O shadow, drear and cold, 

That frights ure out of foolish pride, 

0 flood, that through my bosom rolled 

Its billowy tide, 

I said, till yo your power made known, 

«“ God's will, not mine be done!" 

Now faint and sore afraid, 

Under my cross==heavy and rude=- 

My. idols in the a hen laid, 

Like ushes strowed, 

The holy words my pale lips shun, 

“0 God, thy will be done!” 

Pity my woes, O God ! 

And touch my will with thy warm breath; 

Pat in my trembling hand thy rod, 

That quickens death § 

That my dead faith mar feel thy san, 

And say, * Thy wil he done!” 
——————" 

Religions. 
For the Christian Messenger, 

THF LETTER OF C. PLINY TO 
SARINIANUS, AND THE LETTER 
OF PAUL TO PHILEMON, COM. 

PARED. 
ee 

The authors of these two epistles 

belonged to the same age; and were 

peers in gifts, learning, culture and 

high earthly distinotions and relations 

It is true that the change of character, 

had necessitated a change ot soc al and 

oivil relutions with Paul; but the ad- 

vantages of what he once enjoy ed and 

esteemed still remained with lam, 

I'liny enjoyed the literary friondship 

of Tuccitus, the distinguished Romun 

historian, and had also enjoyed sena 

torial and gubernatorial honours in the 

Roman commonwealth, Upon the 

young Saul alo had been placed the 

highest distinctions in every relation 

of life, 

While the letter of Paul is in every 

house, very fow way have in possess 

sion that of Pliny, lt is therelore ine 

sorted that the comparison may be 

made by every 1eader of this article. 

For the gratitication of those who 

can read Latin, the original of Pliny’s 

epistle, in hore given in case any of thom 

may not hive it in their possession : 

“0. PLINIUS GANENEANO 8UO 8," 

Libertus tuus, cul succensere te 

dixerns, venit ad me, advolutusque 

edibus mois, tamgquam tuis, haesit. 

flevit wultum, -multumgue  rogavit ; 

multam etinm tacuit 3 in summa, fecit 

mihi fidem poeniteutine, Vere oredo 

omendutum, quia deliquisse se sentit, 

Trasceris, scio; et irasceris mefito, id 

quodque scio : se | tune priecipun wan. 

suetudiuis luus, cuw vw coussa justissi- 

ma est. Amasti hominem, et spero 
amabis : interim sufficit, ut exorari te 

sinas. Licebit rursus irasci, sl mers 

uerit, quod excrntus excusating fucios, 

Remtite aliquid adolescentim ipsiug, 

remitte due) mis, remitie indulgentie 

tu ; ne torseris illum, ne torseris 

ctinm te,  Toiqueris enim, guum tam 
lenis Lrasceris.  Vereor, ne videar non 

rogare, std cogere, si precibus «jus 

moss jinxoro, Jungam tamen tanto 

Plenius wt cffusids, quanto ipsum wo 
vias severiunque corripui, destriote 
minatus nunguam me postea rogaturum 

Hoo illi, quem terveri oportebat, tibi 
non idew. Nam fortasse iterum roga- 
bo iterum impetrabo ; sit ‘mode tale, ut 

rogare me, ut preestare te deceat. 
Vale” 

A translation is also inserted for 

those who may not he able to read the 

Latin. ] 

“0. PLINIUS TO HIS FRIEND 

NIANUS, GREETING! 

SARI 

“A freedman of yours, whom you 
had said you were angry with, came to 
me, and, prostrating himself at my feet, 
as if at your own, clung to them, ho 

wept much and begged much «much of 

the time, too, he was silent 3 infine he 

gave mo a confidence of his ‘penitence. 

I believe him to be truly amended, be 

cause he is sensible that he has béen 

delinquent. You are angry, I know ; 
and you are angry with reason ; that, 

too, I know ; but the glory of clemency 

is greatest, when the cause of anger is 

most just. Youn have loved the man, 

Cand 1 hope will love him § meanwhile it 

Lis sufficient that you sutler yourself to 

be eutreated, You shall be at liberty 

to bo angry again, if he should deserve 

it: which having shown yourselt exor- 

ahleyyou will the more exonsably do, 

Remit somewhat to his youth, remit 

somewhat 10 his tears, remit somewhat 

th your own indulgent disposition ; do 

not torture him lest you torture also 

yourselt tor you are tortured, when, 

lenient as you are, yon are angry. | 

fear lest 1 may seem, not to ask but to 

compel, it to his prayers I add my own, 

Nevertheless © shall add them the more 

fully and freely, innsmuch as 1 have 

sharply and severely reproved him, 

having strieldy threatened never here. 

after ts intercede with you. This (1 

suid) to him whom it was proper to 

alarm, but not the same (do 1 promise) 

to you (vig, that Twill not ask again.) 
For, perhaps, [ shall again ask and 

| again obtain; let it be only such as it 

| may become me to ask, and you to 

| grant. Farewell, ; 

| This letter and the one to Philemon, 
| are both in the opinion of competent 

judo di Ainguished for literary excel 

lonee, They wre vigorous and elegant 

In the author of the one we huve the 

representative Roman and idolater ; in 

the author of the other a representa. 
tive Jaw and christinn, For the cul 

tivation of their distinguished talents, 

they had enjoyed the most unlimited 
advantages. They had mastered the 

learning of their age, It is very inter- 

esting to have a letter from euch of 

these men: both written oi the same 

subject nid tor the same immediate end. 

lo the opinion of competent judges 

the polished Roman has been outdone 

in elegnuoe of style, dignity of thought 

vieried wid wasterly expression by the 

refined and astute Jew, While it is 

granted that Pliny has produced an ex- 

quisite spucimen of epistolary literature, 

remarkable for the taste displayed in 

its conception, and for its chaste and 

vigorous style 3 yet Paul shows himself 

superior in the skill with which he con- 

siders all the contingencies and con. 

flicting interests, in the delicate and 

diticult undertaking ws well as in his 

inimitable uso of language, In the 

comparison nhout to be made of some 

of the poiuts in these letters, it must be 

borne in mind that Paul wrote under the 

control und guidance of inspiration, 

while Pliny wrote simply as a scholar, 

but still a heathen, and ignorant of that 

inflaence which operated upon Paul's 
spirit. 
The point where the comparison 

now begins is that at which the skill 

of the two writers may be seen in so. 

curing nocess to the hearts of the mas- 

tors, whose servants they would be- 

come tustrunfental in restoring, Paul 

would have Philemon receive back to 

his hewrt his penitent slave Onesimus ; 

Pliny would induce Sabinianus to ex. 

tend the same favour to his freedman, 

Pliny: intvwduces the subjock at once 

and abruptly, * A freedan of yours 

has fallen at my feet weeping and beg 

ging’ =, Not a word 1s uttered to 

predispose the heart favourably fur 

such & requost. No art is displayed 

in producing » benevolent stato of 

wind before drawing on the heart for 

the exercise of that sympathy, 
Paul adopts another method, Kind: 

ly salutations from himself and Tim. 

othy and the benedictions of the Trini. 

well grounded, 

ty are sent ahead to prepare the way 
for the request to he made. After this 
Paul pours out the thanks of his heart for 

what Philemon was in his faith and love 

towards Clirist, and in his kindness and 

berievolence towards saints. The 

hearing of this noble spirit and chris. 
tian conduct Philemon 18 informed, had 

changed the oppressive monotony and 
bitterness of prison-life into heaveunly 

joy and consolation. 
Hero it would seem that Paul con 

cluded that the heart of his old friend 

was well conditioned to hear the: re- 

quest he was about tp make, But the 

net in preparing the heart for the fa- 
vour does not surpass the delicacy and 
ingenuity. displayed in making his final | 
application, «= Never was a request bets 
tor cast for carrying the heart than the 
one made to Philemon by Paul. He 
reminds the master of the penitent 
slave that he foregoes Apostolic au. 
thority for love's suke that he may use 
the power of kind entreaty. Ilo will 

not dictate although clothed with au. 
thority to do xo, but he will beseech. 

This final request is 80 cast as to car 
ry a far less guseeptible heart than 

that which beat in-the bosom of the 

kind Philemon. As yet the matter is 
kept out of sight. The name and case of 

Onesimus has been advisedly concealed, | 
While Philemon is ignorant of the 
person f0r whom Paul appronches him 

the chains upon the enfeebled limbs of 
the prisoner and the grey locks falling 
down over his venerable brow, speak 

to the heart of the master for a son in 

the fuith begotten in the confinement 

and sufferings of imprisonment. Al 

this juncture we can fancy that Phile. 

mon was startled at the mention of the 

name—** Onesimus, my son.” This is 
a remarkible display of skill and deli. 
cacy in touching the chords of the hu- 
man heart. 

Much would depend upon the state 
of the penitents, Sorrow and reforma- 

tion would be required of them by their 

respective masters, lv will be inter 
esting therefore to compare the ae. 
counts given by the intorceders. The 

repentance and reformation of the ser 

vant of Sabinianus are graphically and 
touchingly sketched by Pliny, His 

tears were abundant his prayers hearty, 

and the signs of genuine contrition 

were all that could be desired, 

At first. it: might appear a grave 

omission in Paul's plea that no mens 

tion is wade of the grief and tears of 

Onesimus, and of Tis earnest entreaties 

to be sent back to his old master, 

But ull this is implied and much wore; 

pented of includes contrition for all sins 

and transgressions, And more than 

this, it was unnecessary to give an ae. 

count of the sorrow that lind "rent the 

heart of Onesimus, for Philgmon had 

learned this in his own case when he 

came to Chizists Paul states the grand 

result. The servant had been lifted 

up ton level of christinn fellowship 

and brother hood, Now that he enjoy. 

ed the dignity of a servant of ‘od, it 

mattered little what he had suffered or 

said in aveiving at this relation. Hore 

are secrets of human relations into 

which the astute, and polished Pliny 

never penetrated, Paul is more res 

markable for what hé did not say than 

Pliny is for what he did say. 
Nexf, let the confidence reposed by 

Pliny in his penitent be compared 

with the confidence Paul had in Ques 

simus. The Roman advocate had his 

fours and misgivings, To improve 

the stato of his client he had applied 

sharp reproofs aud terrible threats, — 

Never again would he intercede for 

him. If he should abscond a second 

time Subinianus might indulge mn we 

ger, What thonght Paul of Ouesi- 

mus} No such leurs ‘were upon his 

heart, The repentance was pouuine, 

the reformation was thorough. No 

fear is ontertained of the future fidelis 

brother saved in 

His reform is radical and 
His faithfulness was 

unquestionable, Such is the difference 
in reforms, the one resting on chris 

tian morals, and the other on the wo- 

rality of the religion of Ancient Rowe. 

The complimentary ‘aspect of the 

Rf of the beloved 

slavery. 

oA 

“for repentance thut needs not to bw re 

- 

in praise of his friend.- The eulogy is 

in profusion, The letters are 

censure. Sabinianus 

had absconded. Dut the eulogy of 

Pliny is essentially different from that 

of Paul, Sabinianus is praised for a 

kind and indulgent disposition. Philo. 

mon is commended for obedience to 

Christ in faith and love, and for ful- 

filling a law of the Master, which reo. 

quired the servants to bear one anoth. 

er’s burdens, It is for what he i 

Christ, that he is approved and praised; 

but the friend of Pliny is extolled for 

what'be is in his nature and. in his 
life. In this respect, therefore the ius 

spired letter outshines the uninspired 

one, 

It is not less interesting to view, by 
way of comparison the grounds in which 

the two interceders respectively rest 

their pleas in seeking tie restoration 
of the run-aways, to their masters, — 

Pliny pleads that Sabinianus should 
consider the youth, the tears, panitence 

and prayers of his servant, together 

with his own indulgent disposition and 
the request of the writer, 
ressons, together with the good op. 
portunity of exhibiting mercy in a case 
where the oause of “anger was the 
groatest——are the sum of the conside- 

rations by which Pling would persunde 
bis friend to receive back his unfuith 
ful servant, Thesd are surface induoe- 

ments, The case is no where rested 

on the’principle of justieo or right. 
Grounding his request in love, the 

affections of Philemon are moved by 

many touching considerations, but in 

suggested that in receiving back his 

servant Philemon would be aoting in 

harmony with God, who brings good 

out of evil, In love then, and the 

purpose of God does Paul establish his 

intercession for his client, Iu bring. 

ing the points of these letters together 

wo ‘seo how far the inspired epistle 

transcends the uninspired one; and 

so fur as Paul's letter eolipses Pliny's, 

so far, does Christianity throw ite 

the shade the best that could be done 

by the wise of the ancient world when 

human learning and philosophy had 

done their best in the triumphs of 

 piviligation, "aul compares ‘wost fa. 

vourably with the learned Roman in 

the generous im: ulses of his benevo. 

lent nature; He volunteers to reimburse 

Philemon: for any loss that he way 

have sustained in the elopement of his 

slave, Pliny hints at no such offer, 

nor does he take into account that any 

loss had been sustained. 

Pliny PEROT TOR device to confirm 

the servant of Sabinianus in his good 

intentions to remain with his Muster 

should he recvive him back ugain, 

IKuow you said hia intercedar, that | 

will never use my good offices for you 

again, should you prove unfaithtul and 

elope a second time, Then he tells 

Sabinianus that this was simply an ex. 

pedient dusigned to operate well upon 

his unfaithful servant, Ion Paul's letter 

there is the untire absence of strategy, 

I'he intercession is based the 

soundest priveiples und the pleading 

is in the broad light of religion, wad 

free (rom all disingenuousness, 

Lt is but fair to infer that Pliny was 

conscious of pleasure when he learied 

that hig intercession succeddad 3 but at 

is impossible that his joy was the same 

in degree or Kind as that of aus. 

Paul's was joy in the Lord. It was 

the joy of triumph and fellowship iu 

(he uwew life to which Pliny wus 

A Rlranger, It was grace that d.stil- 

guished Paul from 1'iuy, 

Viewed generally by compatison the 
letter of the polished Roma although 

a wodel epistle falls fur short in wuny 

respects of the inspired letter of Maul 

to CC elenry There is a stateliness 

and powertin the latter which is ulto- 

gethor wanting in the former, The 

ull 

tions of cultivated talent unaided and 

cultivated talent inspired o the Spin 

of God, Bowanrp Mannina, 

n
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lotters may next be held up together. | 
Paul and Pliny have each much tosay | 

both | 

alike temarkable for the absence of | 

and Philemon | 

could scarcely have been free from 

wrong in treating two servants who | 

These | 

connexion with all that is said it is | 

difference is that between the concep | 

AN INSTRUCTIVE REVIEW, 

oently retired from public life’ (he was 

PTheologival Professor at-New College, 

London) was presented with an ad- 

dress on the occasion, accompanied 
te 

| The Rev. Dr. Halley. who has re- 

| 

| 

with a cheque per £3100 sterling. 

spoke as follows in reply.:— 

In the review of my life how much 

rises up before me. What changes 1 

have seén, what vast progress in the 

arts of civilised life! But now my 

deliberate oponion is—-and old wen 

ire not too fond of taking such a view, 

that the progress in the morality and 

| in the religion of this country in the 

last sixty years has been quite equal 

| to the progress inthe arts, scien. 

oes, and conveniences of life. (Cheers.) 

That is a great deal for an old 

| man to say who can remember Lon. 

dom without a gaslight, thé Thames 

without a steamboat, and the country 

without a railroad aud even young 

| ladies without photographs, (Luugh- 

ter.) You have lighted up your towns 

| with gas, you travel to all parts of 

| the ccuntry by rail, and you have 

| made the suo take likenesses without 

a particle of that flattery by whioh 

the old artists used to displease the 

young ladies. With all this I believe 

the progress of religion and morality 

has been quite equal to the progress in 

the arts, and sciences, and conveniences 

of life, 1 remember, when 1 was a-boy, 

coming to London, country people were 

disgusted, or rather, perhaps 1 should 

say, considering the difference of taste 

in those times, delighted with seeing 

human bodies hanging on gibbets, food 

for dogs and carrion birds at Houa- 

slow-heath and Finchley.common, 

| Foreigners sailing up the Thames saw 

what would shoek Hindoos, pirates 

dropping to pieces on their gibbets on 

the banks of the Thames. 1 have seen 

nine persous——men aud women—-hung 

from lHorsemongerlane Gaol in one 

morning for crimes oomuwitted in the 

gounty of Surrey—unot a specially 

wicked county you will say, On Sun- 

day sarbeocute, have seen prise-lighting 

on Blackheath, and the attendants not 

confined to the lower olusses, but oar- 

rages waiting, and many of those who 

ouine in them deeply concerned as to the 

event, lu a place na publio as (i reen- 

wioh-patk I have seen the British sol- 

dier tied up to the tinuglo and flogged. 

in the sight of persons going to church. 

Sunday morning with our gentry was 

a great time for duelling, and many a 

geutleman on Sunday morning was 

sont to give his final secount thus un. 

prepared, Newly all diover parties 

were soenes of disgusting intoxication 

Lt was not surprising that other classes 

followed the example which was set by 

the princes of the royal family, Profane 

swearing was common ; the gentle. 

man swore at his butler; the conchwan 

at bis horses ; the huxstor at hisdonkey; 

the poor blind fiddler ut his dog. And 

now what a change hus tuken place in 

the morals of tals country as to re. 

ligion, Our forefathers looked out of 

dim and hazy windows on crowds for 

whom they felt they could do nothing : 

aud NOW uO man or woman in the courts 

of this great city is regardod ns utterly 

hopeless or out of the reach of our City 

missionaries. You have expended 

a great deal of wouney in Sunday- 

sehouls and in town aud city mis. 

sionaties, and you have been abun- 

dantly compensated in the elevation of 

the whole moral eharaster of this coun- 

try. In the last fifty years the change 

is wonderful, As to our own “lenom- 

ington the progress is remarkable, 

We have done noble work for others, 

and wo are improving ourselves. Don't 

tell we that our prewchers are not what 

1 

: 

| 

thoy uve wei, I boliove they preach 

better, and they adie better mon, We 

ure not the sort of wen who met at the 

Congregational Bourd at the Globe 

Tavern for an evening's enjoyment 

when every member wus expected 10 

spend twopenco for the good of the 

house.  (Laughter,) 1 believe that 

our preachers preach the Gospel wore 

directly, more earnestly, mere affec. 

"tiouately. more freely@und not less use- 

Lully than they did. The men of that 
rs 
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