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THE CHRISTIAN 

2 | | king could mot be recalled. Cyrus, the 

Portion wae subordinate to | 

Mede, hence the order *! Medes and Per- 

sians 

| death, and they were then termed the 

v¢ Persians and Medes." 

”" Cyrus reigned 
| 

Esther i. 14, 19 | 

Verse 9.— Although the decree appears | 
NT a 

"to be very arbitrary od Tyraiea
t- yet 

was not unprecedented as a te
st of loyalty. | 

i 

| | Waar D Baxter's CHALYBEATE WILL 

—which is known by the distres
s felt alter | 

meals. | 
Avery, Brown & Cd. 

Wholesale Agents for Nova Scotia
. 

Lad for sale by Druggists generally 

| course, 

| 
| 
| 
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HALIFAX. N 8., NOVEMBEK 27, 1572. 

TIE TEACHER. 

BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1872. 

J 

DANIEL AND HIS TIMES. 

ea 

Senpay. Dec. 1st, 1872, 

The Conspiracy.— Dan. vi. 4-10, 
JB 

Gorpex Text. — lhe wicked plotteth 

againel the Just : and goasheth upon hiw 

with his teeth. Pealm xzavii. 13, 
v m——— 

SCRIPTURE SELECTION. = Peal xxxV. 

SUMMARY — A prominent position in the 

State ix open to the envy ol opponents, 

“and requires all-the support religious prin
 

ciple can give 10 wuintain a cuurse of strie 

jutegrity. pr 

Axarysis.— (1.) Daniel's encmies ac- 

knowledge the genuineness of his piety und
 

on this very ground conspire against hiw, 

4-9. (2) Conecious of the riek, Daniel 

refuses to alter his course, 1U 
 — 

Exposition — The age of . Darius or 

Cyasares’ll. given by Daniel, ch. v. 31. 

agrees with that given by Zenophou. He 

reigned from B. C., 509 536. Although 

Darius alone is mentioned here, yet Cyrus, 

also culled Thoresh, was the leader in the 

assault, and this appears to havggbeen 

known tw Daniel (see vs, 28; Jereminh 

li..11, 28) The pame Darius, or Dare 

heush, i e¢., Lord-king was applied to 

many of the Medo. Persian Kings a 

Darius Hystaspis in whose reigu the de- 

cree was carried into effect for rebuild. 

ing the temple.® Esra iv. 5; Hugg 

i. 1: Darius Codomanus called the Per. 

sian, Nebemianb xii, 22; Duarius.Cyaxarcs 

II, There were a hundred and twenty 

satraps set over the conquered provinces 

Cyrus having charge of Babylon, It hd 

probably become known that Daniel bad 

prophesied the fall of Babylon, und be wus 

therefure regarded as the most. suitable to 

put over the whole.” His wisdom cow- 

mended him to Darius as it had previouely 

to the queen mother, ch. v. 12. 

Verse 4, 5.— Being so exulud, Darius, 

who was a weak and profligate “sovereign, 

was cusily incited tw jewloury. Daniel 

would choose fur his subordinates those on 

whom be could rely, and doubtless 1 jected 

the wen of & like spirit to the king; and 

80 received their bate, and a combination 

was forwed agaiost him, But on no other 

pretext except that of his religion could n 

flaw be discovered. 

Verse G — They came together hastily 

and tumultuously beset the king that he 

would put a test to Daniel such us would be 

sure to entrap him into apparent disloyal 

ty. Darius, who had so reecotly sequirdd 

the sovereignty, bad not probably been 

informed of the like test applied to 

Daniel's thrée companions, weny years 

0go, unde their former king Nebuchad- 

‘nessar. ‘The Chaldeans had just been con. 

quered, snd Darius was easily pecrunded 

that this would afford a test of those on 

whom h€)eould rely, and discover Ww him 

how who would continue in & hostile posi- 

on. 

Verse 7.—The test wes inveated by the 

oficiale and was to be applied to all, and 

the dupu named for all alike, but would 

in all pevbability only fall oo Daniel and 

his frievds, The punishment of the burn: 

jog flery lurnace is not here brought int 

uisitiwn. The Persians were fire wor 

shippers but the Babylonisns were not. 

Parse 8.— The decree once signed by the 

as it was known that it was spec
ially aimed 

| at hiuy. 
- 

Brame | 

christian Nlessenger. | 
| were the times of prayer. 

possible: Some necessity Is | 

We are not informed who else 

| 

| 
| Verse 10.—Daniel was perfectly con 

geious of what was commanded, apd on | 

whonr it was intended to applys but 
it did 

not deter him from pursuing his usunl | 

At the appointed times although | 

| the keen eyes of his enemie
s where watch: | 

| ing him, he left his place in the court for | 

his usunl devotional exercises, 
He opencd | 

his window 6s usual, he would have 

nothing intervening between him and | 

the place in which Gud had chosen to | 

dwell.” 1 Kings viii. 44,48; 2 Chronicles 
| 

vi. 20. 84, 38; Psalm v. 7. The chamber | 

or upper room was by the Jews regarded | 

Acts 

Ihe third, sixth and ninth hour
s | 

. = { 

Acts ii. 10: x. | 

a8 the appropriate place ol prayer. 

3 

0, 30; iii. 1. He did not do this in con. | 

tempt if the King's command, but ** as a | 

bitterness of those who | 

sought Daniel's destruction in shewn by 

their getting the king to confirm his de 

cree again before letting. him know how | 

foretime * The 

Danicl bad been found at prayer i
n opposi 

tion to the king 8 decrees. 

The remsinder of the varrative shews 

that the unalterable laws were liked us a 

trap to ensnuare the king. The people | 

were all regarded as the property of the! 

King to be disposed of as be thought proper, 

the idea that * the king can do no wrong’ 

has grown out of this principle. The 

weakness of Darius is so evident here tha
t 

it comfirms the facts of profane history 

respooting him. le was but a feeble in. 

styutent in the hands of his princes, 

Scripture Cate shism, 84, 
na. 

Suspay, Dec. 8th.— In the Den of Lions, | 

Dan, vi 14-28 

Alouths’ Department, 

DO IT NOW, 

If 1 were to give you a motto to go 

through life with, one that would stand by 

you lor warning and counsel in any strait 

that you might finl yourselves, 1 believe | 

would give it 1 this one word, Now! 

Dott waste your time and your stre ngth 

and your opportunities by alwuys meaning 

w do something—do it. Only weakness 

comes of indecision, ‘Why, some people 

have so recustomed themselves in this way 

~dawdlivg along from one thing to woo 

ther— that it really secms impossible lor 

thew to squarely make up their minds to 

anything. They hever quite know what 

they wean to do nest, and their only 

pleasure seme to consist in putting things 

off ue long us possible, and then digging 

slowly: through them, rather than begin 

anything elee, Dor't live a single hour ol 

your lite without doing exnctly what is to 

he done in it, and going straight through 

it, from beginning tw end. Work, play, 

study, Whntover it is, take hold. at ounce 

and finisheit up rquarely and cleanly ; wnd 

then do the next thing, without letting any 

woments drop out between. 141s wonder. 

(ul ty sce haw many hours these prompt’ 

people contrive 10 nuke of a day ; it's us 

if they picked up the moments the "dawd- 

lers 1 st. And if you ever find yoursell 

where you have so many things pressing 

upotiyou that you hardly know where tw 

begin, let we tell you » #ecret ; ake hold 

of the very first one that coms to hand, 

and you will Bod the rest all fall inw fle 

and follow after, like a company ol well: 

drilled soldiers ; and though work way be 

hurd to weet when it charges in a squad, 

it is easily vanquished if you can bring it 

int line. You may have often seen the 

anecdote of the man who was asked how 

he had secomplished so much in his lile 

'+ My futher taught me," was the reply, 

vw when | had anything to do, to go and do 

it." There is the sccret—the magic wurd 

now, Larnest Worker, 
«-_—eeh 

INDIFFERENCE, 

| have seen a young lady, who had taken 

the solemn vows of God upon her, rise late 

in the muraing, and without time fur more 

than » hasty word of prayer, go lorth to 

after Darius's | over the great question, ** What shalt 1 

she 

saved 

“thing” Ah, 

Occasionally 

com» howe to dine, go out ogeein to ide, 

toilette for an evening purty, prusing l
unger 

wear?" thar her conduct seewed to evinee 

Sabbath school, to point them 

world. shake her hend and answer: 
* No, 

1 cannot ; 1 have no talent for that kind of 

thought 1, is there not 

danger that at last she will find that, like 

the foolish virging, she has--ne-
oil in her 

lamp ? 

my." 

Darius the | and return again to make an elaborate | guilty to the cfeer, said it wos on shane | 

on him, as he was dct irmindd to reform,” 

had over * What shall 17do to be | The prisoner will stand up,” said the ster
n 

I have seen her, when asked to | old justice. 

take a class of young immo 
to the | 

Persecution is usually placed in as mild a | Savior she had vowedsto honor before 

po.— It will cure the imperfect digestion, | form ne 

and assimilation of foud—the first sep in | pleaded. 

the development of tubercle 
in the lungs, | besides Daniel refused to obe

y the mandate 

1 have seen o professedly Christian 

mother more wrought up over mud broug
ht 

in upon her carpet by her boy's shoes, 

than over the lie which sullied his eon 

science and procliimed him a coward, | 

huve seen her exhibit wore anxiety (when 

detained from church) to bear from her 

daughter's lips how this and
 that one was 

dressed, than what the man ol Gud paid 

concerning the great th emes of death an
d 

eternity. Ah, thought, I, willshe through 

her instrame ntality, find these childrerr at 

the right band on the last great day P= 

Western Missionary. 

mtv ENP
 — 

DAYLIGHT FIREWOR KS, 

The Jupancse lave fireworks mude (x- 

pressly to be let off by daylight. A rceent 

festival in Japan, at which nu display «! 

these ingenious toys were exhibiud, is 

thus described in the Yokehann Herald: 

The second dny wae o cupid with «xhibi- 

tions of the ingenious duylight fire works, 

of the manulacture of which the 
Jupunere 

appear to be the sole masters, As usunl, 

these consisted mostly bombs which, 

exploding high in the mir, discharge
 d rome 

times various colored jets of smoke, and 

s ymetimes clos ly folded packuges of wire 

and paper, which unfolle i themselves into 

parachutes of great bulk and 8) mmetrical 

design. They were sometimes fish, which 

swam leisurely through the atmospher
e tu 

the ground; or snukes, which writhed 

themunelves away over the treetops ol 

great birds, that hovered kite-like una 

motionless fur an incredibly long time 

they took. the shape ol 

culinges, temples, human beings, magni 

fied crests of duimios, trees und Howers- 

almost anything that a lively dmagination 

could suggest. The smoke figures, hows 

ever, were the most amusing. One ol the 

most frequently attempted was « cutthe 

fish, with a body of thik, tuliginous
 black. 

and arms of lighter hues. Ol cvurse the 

illusion was very brief, the wind not a
llow. 

ing the smoke to remain undisturbed fo 

more than wu few seconds ; but while It 

lasted it wos perfect, 

"mah 

THE GREAT WALL IN CHINA
, 

Mr. Seward, in speaking of the great 

wall in China, which he exwnined during 

his late trip to the Fast nye: The 

Chinese huve been for ut least two or three 

thousand years a wall making pe ople, hi 

would bankrupt New York or Paris to 

build the walls of the city of Pekin, 
The 

great wall of China is the wall ol the 

worl 1, Lu is forty feet high. The lower 

thirty fect is of hewn limestone or grani
te, 

on the summit, It hos ws puiapet through: 

out its whole length, with convenient stair
 

.naes, buttresses, und garrison hours al 

every quarter of a mile, and it runs not hy 

cutting down hills and raising valleys, but 

over the uneven crests of the mountains, 

and down through their gorges, a distance
 

of a thousand miles, Adwiral Rodgers 

aud 1 calculated that at would cost more 

pow to build the gest wall of China 

through, its extent of one thousand wiles, 

than 1t has cost to build the filty five thou- 

cand miles of railroad in the United States 

What & commentary it is 

sce this great utihturien enterprise, wo 

necessary and eflective two thousand
 yenre 

Ago, NUW Not mer ly useless, but un in. 

cumbrance and an obstruction,” 

« -—ow 

NOVEL COURT SCENE, 

The Ution Observer tells a story of a 

Judge in Otsego county, who arraigned nnd 

punished himself for getting ** overtaken 

in liquor,” He formally v) ened court, and 

then he called his own vawe as delendunt 

in & suit in which ** the pec ple" charged 

him with an offence againet the law, went 

over the ciroumstances in detail, no far ve 

he ovuld remember them, rend ** the statut
e 

wn such cases wade and provided," and 

nil? 

and pad the ten dollars. 

gaining ground, that the wore warked 

Two modern cirringes way pass cach othe
r 

upon the 

ephemeral range of the human intellect tu 

MESSENGER. 
In the role of a prironcr Le pleaded 

for 0 mon of hiv yous and position, but | 

hoped ** the court would 1 ot be too revere | 

Then the prisoner arose, 

tals in the | +Now.” eid the justice, : Lousvery sory. 
| you have been brought into this court on | 

the | n- charge which ro seriously, nflects your 

good name and standing in rociety ; you 

have set n bad exanple, und if you go enat | 

this rate, you will tring rorrow and dis 

grace on yourselt and family, | sentence 

you to pay a fre of $10 urd corte, or to 

thirty days’ imprisonment in the county 

The ** privorer ” raid he would pny 

the fine,~and then the court closed. Ho 

walked over to the poor master of the town, 

WHAT I8 GOING ONIN THE SUN.
 

The theory has been advanced, and is 

and permanent features of our elimatio 

phenomena are notsde | endent 
upon earth. 

ly conditions alone, but ure influenced 

more or less by what tukes place in the 

sun. Observers have thought they could 

trnec a diveet connection hetween certain 

solar disturbances und the aurora boreal 

iw. It has been more than onee suggested 

that periods of pw longed. #evere o
r ahnor« 

mal cold may be produced by an unusual 

predominance ol spots on the sun; and it 

hus been hinted that great solar eruptions 

muy be tollow ed by increase of heat, 
This 

hy pothesis roecives new illustration und 

no little apparent © whrmantion in the obs 

servations which have been recorded l
ately, 

by the Itulinn 8 ectrorcopiet, Tacchini, 

iis physicist, and others, his countrys 

wen, ws Reepight wud Scechi, have been 

witeh ng the solar chromorplicie clos ly. 

ley Luve taken drawings ol it and of the 

promivenecs, and have not d the vapors 

thoy raw, as well as what could be learned 

ol the hont at whicle these vapors exist, 

their pressure, their rato of motion, wud 

other like chicumstanees 

The intensity ol the July heat has heen 

noticed us rodurkuble in Buwpe aud A
sin, 

as. well an in Ameriens  Pertinently to this 

(wet comes Tacchini’s report of his recent 

beervidons, as lollows wl hinve observed 

a phenowton which is altogether new in 

(he whole series of my uliservitions, 
Ninee 

May Oth, | had found certain regi nen the 

sunt remarkable tor the prescuce ob mugs 

pasta. Some of these extended hallway 

round the sun, ‘This state of things con: 

vnved, the extension ul those i nesium 

regione gradually growing greater, untilut
 

lrgth,** on June 18th," says Pucchi
ng, vl 

was uble to recognize the prescnge ol tings 

nesium quite round the wun==thut in 10 wy, 

the chiromntosphere was completely invaded
 

by the vapor ul this metal, This chullition 

Wile necutn panied by wn absence ul 
the cul 

uicd protirencves, while, un the contrary,
 

the Hames of the ehromutorpheie wee
 very 

wat ked and brilliant, It reewed to me as 

dough 1 could see the surlice of our proat 

source of light ronewing ial” W hile 

this Was guing un, Tacoliini noticed (w
s had 

lioguently bap) ened Dufore in-hix experis 

ence) thut the bright streaks on the sun, 

which wie called Jacule, were parti ularly 

beidiiant ¢lo @ to thus “pats ot the (dge of 

the dine where the fumes of the chiromat 

orpleie were most pplendid nud charactors
 

The grenulations wlso, which the 

aeliumer can recugnise ull over the sun, 

when o large telescope ds cmployed, were 

unusually distinet, 

Jacchivh concludes that there had not 

Leen & uumber of local eruptions of mag 

pesium vapor, but com lote expulsions or
 

outflows. The aspect ul the run seoms w 

huve been appreciably modified by th
e emis 

sion, Bucs ** wore than one person,’ ways 

Pacehind, * hus told we that the light oft
he 

wuts hus not, at present, itso dinury
 wspecet 

and nt the Observatory we have Judged 

tut we might make the sume re mnrk, The 

ol nego wust be attributed to magnesium,” 

isle. 

SAAD SA Ame 

NIGHT, 

How beautiful is night! 

A dowy fioshuess fils the silent air, 

No wist ubseures, nor cloud, nor sp
eck, nor 

stain 

Breaks the serine of heaven | 

ln full orb'd glury yonder woon divine
 

Rolls through the dark blue depths, 

Benenth her steady ray 

Ihe desert eirole spreuds 

Like the 1ound ocean, girdled with the sky.
 

To wish do without our fellows, and 

to bw « nder obligation W no ove, 16 « sure 

shup, drop in to chat With her friends, 
ca 

+ 

then waked ** the prisoner what he lad W sign of» soul void of sensibility. 

a - me 

SKIPPING TILE HARD POINTS, 

Boys, 1 want to ask you how you think a 

ponguerer would make out who wont 

through a country he was trying to subdue 

and whenever ho found a fort hard to take, 

lot it alone, Don't you think th encmy 

would buzz wild there, like bees in a hive, 

country don't you fancy they would swarm 

out and harass him terribly ? 

Just go, I want you to remember, will it 

be with you; if you skip over tho hard 

places in yur lessons, and. leave them un. 

learned, you have left an enemy in the rear 

that will not fail to harass you, and mortify 

you times without number. 

v¢ There wan just a little bit of my Latin 

[ hadn't read 3" said a vexed student to me, 

wand it was just there the professor had 

to eall upon me wt the examination, There 

were just two examples 1had parsed over 

and one of those 1 was asked to do on the 

blackboard.” 

well ut his ease ; he cannot forget the skip 

ped problems ; and the consciounoss ot his 

deficiencies mukes him nervous nd anxious, 

student ; the time will surely como when 

the laugh will be turaed, - It takes time to 

be thorough, but it mure than pays. Re 

solve when you take up a new study that 

you will. go through with it, like a sue. 

cessful conqueror taking overy strong point, 

I the inacourate scholar's dillioulties 

closed with his school life it might not be 

so great a matter fur his futhre career, 

But he has ehained to himsell' a habit that 

will be like an iron ball at his heel all the 

rest ol his life. Whatever hie does will be 

lacking somewhere, He has loan d to 

shirk what is hard, and the habit will grow 

with years, Now nothing we getin this 

life is to be had fur nothing, Success is 

not to be thrust upon a wan, If you want 

any good you wust work for it. The eye 

that never faltors and the nerve that never 

quuils are the trae elements of victory in 

the mental and moral, is well an the p
hy 

sical world. Don t skip the bard points. 

School day Visator, 
T——-— wa 

Dt. L., of St. Louis, who is something 

of a wag, enlled on a colored Baptist min: 

ister, and propounded a lew pussiing ques: 

tions : 

Why is it,” said he, ** that you ure not 

able to do the miricles that the aposties 

did? They wore protected against poisons 

and all kinds of perile, How is it that 

you are not protected in the same way?" 

The colored brother responded promptly: 

“ Don't know about that, doetor, | 

wpect 1 in, I have taken a mighty sight 

of strong medicines frum you dovtors, and 

1 iw alive yet" | 

Tue pol wusiaiss —Calodtta papers 

state that.the pr priowes of the Quintard
 

Iron Works, New York, are the Awm
orioan 

fir engaged in supplying the Hindu wae
 

ket with idols, We trust the demand for 

idols will steadily and rapidly decl
ine, even 

it that involves the utter failure ul the 

Quintard Iron Works, — National Baptist, 

«ewe b 

By a recent amendment ty tho gonoral 

railway law in Massachusetts, a
ll variways 

connected with Boston are required to rl
 

a six o'clock morning wad evening 
tran and 

laste tickets therefur ne i rate wat eaveed: 

ing three dollurs per wile per year, lor nny 

din ance not exeveding filwen wiles The 

object of tho law ' to provide cheup Lrab: 

sportation lor working peuple, 

A good notion performed in this world 

receives its recompense in the uther, Just 

as water poured at the root of a 
tree Wp 

pears again stove in fruit and flower. 
-— LE 

Mrs. Shoddy puckered up her mouth 

genteelly wad tld w gentleman [rind that 

ona of her lovely duughtors was
 a * blue: 

net," and the other a bronee.” 
C--—- 

Ohloage's real estate would 
soll for more 

now than hefore the fire, so ib secs Aint 

the $200,000,000 burned up w
is woll jor 

vested, — Boston Post. 
LE LE 

The King of Abyssinia has sent 8 mo 

sengor with letters Ww Queon Vietorlt, 85 

to the Guyernments of Germany, Ru
st : 

France, asking fur interventi
on against the 

threatened invasion of hin country by Eg
yp 

+ 

The only way to meet allli
otion ja to ee 

through it volumuly, sluwly, w
ith huwil 1 

and fiith, wa the Jwnelito
s paescd throug 

the sew. 'L'hen Its every wave of wiser] 

will divide, and bevume to us A wall 

the right side wud on 
the lott, until . 

gulf narrows and narrows h
olure our OF 

and we land sale on the 
opposite ghore: 

Miss Muloch. JR— 

Da. Savane g's Davanrss, Age 

blishes a lout fa
 har asher wit

 

Bhat he gave &snle 
the waterinle ¥) SC 

a book, wid : Awmecions od (ho 

aad geoerous {1lends . 

I'he student who is not thorough is never i 

Never laugh at the slow, plodding 

Tue 
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for str 
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