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TEE TEBACEIEER. 

BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1872, 
ee 

reese BUISUA_AND ISRAEL, =~ 

Sunpay. June 30th, 1872. 
April 7 1. The Mantle of Elijah — 

2 Kings ii. 9-15. 
“ 14 2. The Waters Healed—2 Kings 

ii. 19 25. 
« 21 3. The Widow's Oil Increased — 

2 Kings iv, 1.7. 
“ 28 4. ls it well with the Child ?— 

2....2 Kings iv. 18-26, : 
May 5 &. The Buy Restored to Life— 

2 Kings iv. 29-37. 
“ 12 6. The Little Captive—2 Kings 

, £0 A i 
“ 19 7. The Leaper Healed—2 Kings 

v. 8-14. 
“« 26 8. Gehazis Sin — 2 Kings v. 

20 27. 
June 2 9. Elisha's Delenders—2 Kings 

vi. 8-18. : 
*. 9 10. God s Deliverance—2 Kings 

« wii, 1-11. 
* 16 11. Hezekiah's Prayer—2 Kings 

xx.-1-11. 
“ 23 12. Judah Carried Captive — 

2 Kings xxiv. 10-16. 

GoLpeEN Texr.—** Oh that men would 
raise the Lord for hie goodness and for 
is wonderful works to the children of 

men.” Psalm evi 8. 

SCRIPTURE SELECTION.— Matthew xi. 

Summary.—The lessons of the quarter 
" thow the power, wisdom, justice, truth, 
and goodness of God, his sovereignty over 
‘the wicked and the good, over nations and 
individuals, over kings and menials, over 
life aud death and nature, and invite to 

#trust and tervice, yet warh against unbelief 
and rebellion. 

ANALYSIS — Mercy and judgment. 1. 
Toward Individuals. Lesson 1-VIII. 2. 
Towurd Natiovs. Lessons IX-X1I. 

ExrositioN.— Lesson J.— This brings 

before us two prophets, both by divine ap- 
pointment invested with sthe headship of 
the prophetic order in Israel. The one 
closes, the other begins, his official career. 
There is a transfer of office, of service, o. 
power, and the symbol. of transfer is the 
mantle falling one upon the other. This 
may show us how God can and -does pro- 
vide for the continuance of able and faith- 
ful leaders in his church, If a great and 
good man’ dies, God can make good his 
place if he will, He teaches” us to trust 
him rather than men. The glorious ascent 
of Elijah shows us where the faithful scr 
vant of God is to have the reward of toil 
and sacrifice for the Master. Not here, 
but beyond. 

Lesson 11.—What God purposes to do, 
be will do, If he designates for office a 
servant, he ¢'n make wen recognize that 
servant. We have in this lesson this re- 
cognition, in the first instance confirmed, 
in the second, com pelled. Some men seem 
quickly to note and know heaven 's-ordi- 
nance. So was it at Jericho, The sous 
of the prophet bad in them the spirit of 
prophecy. lt was pot eo strange that they 
welcomed Elisha as Elijab’s successor. But 
the men of the city also owned him, and 
paid him honor. They ‘had a reward in 
the healing of the waters, which yet was 
not so much the true reward as its signifi- 
cant symbol. Then as now, and now as 
then, towns side by side are most unlike in 
attitude,God-ward. Bethel sees the proph- 
et approaching, and what a greeting! 
Instead of the chief mien going forth re. 
gpectfully to welcome him, a rabble mob 
of children are sent through the gates to 
burl at him the rude taunts with which 
their ears bad been made familiar at home. 
At Bethel he smote. Usually be spared. 
The rage of the bears speaks still to ue of 
the holy displeasure of God at such im- 
piety. 

Lesson 111.—As God begins with hie 
prophet, so he continues ; ** waking bare 
his arm” in miracles which prove not his 
ecvereign power only, but hie character no 
lees. Mercy and judgment both flash out, 
but mercy is the rule, judgment the ex- 
ception, for the gospel is good news, and 
the present is not “the day of wrath.” 
In this rough, selfish world, where so 
largely might makes right, and *¢ the 
battle of life” gives small chance for the 
weak, it was indeed a fit and gracious 
thing for the Lord to prove himself the 
protector of the widow and the fatherlcss 
by a miracle which wrested from bondage 
the children, and from a long agony the 
mother, and gave them home and comfort. 

Lessuns 1V, V.—Not less to be prized 
is the teaching of this miracle. A 
of double miracle is here, and the whole 
is a sort of antecedent announcement of the 

< 

~be blessing inthe spirit world: 

| final decision of the Judge, ** Inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me.” The double miracle is the giving of 
the son to the Shunammite, first in birth, 

and afterward in resurrection. She built 

the chamber and furnished it simply, not 

for ostentation, not to get favor, but in 

~{-sincere,. pure love of the Lord, and of the 
servant as being the Lord's. That for this 
she was so honored, is a fruitful fact. It 

testifies to the tender love which leads God 
80 tp identify himself with his disciples, 

as to judge their treatment his. For such 
deeds the reward may not be the recall of 
a friend fiom the &pirit world, but it will 

Lessons VI, VI1I,—Many a man has 

said hard things about the Old Testament 
and ite doctrine of God. It has been called 
narrow and full of Jewish bigotry. But 

in the miracle which -weets us here we see 
no such narrowness. Divine merey is not 
bounded by the Ilehrew boundary lines, 
Even into a hostile, harassing, unjust na- 

tion, it poes and rests on him whé had 

doubtless led the hosts of Syria to victory 
over Israel. In this case we also see how 
useful a sweet, loving child can be, how 

favors of greatest magnitude come to those 

in high station and power, from the lowest 

and least regarded. There is a most ob- 

vious and striking symbolism in the cleans. 
ing of the leper. We see symbolized in 

the leprosy, depravity; in the desire for 

cleansing, conviction of sin; in the visit 

to the prophet, the search for Christ; in 

the command to wash in Jordan, the com- 

wand to repent and believe ; in the con: 
tempt of the prophet's command, the sin. | 
ner’s 1ebellion against Christ's require- 
ments ; in the submission, the esinner's 

surrender ; in the washing, ‘the new birth 
{rom the Spirit ; in the cleansing, the new- 
ness of spirit; in the joy and overflowing 
gratitude to Elisha, the emotions of the 

saved soul. : 
Lesson VII1.—There is with some a 

feeling that in Scripture the statements of 
Judgments inflicted, the warnings, judg. 
ments inpending, the voice of 8 ern rebuke 
against sin, are so much evidence against 
the divine benevolence, are unlovely ex. 
hibitions of the divine character. This is 
a mistake. They are the clearest, highest 
proofs of love. Any of my neighbors will 
be ready to tell me truths pleasant to hear, 
but only my very best and truest friend 
will plainly and kindly show me my faults, 
and point out to me their consequence, 

Our mothers never gave us stronger proofs 
of their love than when in that love, for 
our good, and at the cost of their own 

feelings, they puuished us, So does the 
story of Gehazi show divine love. It re- 
bukes, warns, di-suades. It bids us not 
trust in our godly associations to keep us 
pure. 

Lesson 1X.— Here, too, ie precious sym. 
bolita. One unarwed man and a nation 
secking kis life, Thus far the world at 
large ‘has not been on the side of «God's 
truth. At times the preacher of righteous- 
ness or the private witness for the truth 
has been called to ¢ tand alone, hard pressed, 
and cscape appuiently impossible. But 
then, as always, the stronger side infinitely 
is the truth side. 
L sson X —This shows that a state is as 

easily delivered, or as earily destroyed, as 

an individual, There is herein no dis- 
tinction of great and small. To owmnipo- 
tence the great is small, and the difficuit 
easy. The nation ought to fear and trust 
God as well as the individual. Happy the 
people whose government is established in 
righteousness, and whose God is the Lord. 

Lesson X1.—A vation in peril, its king 
sick uuto death, his hope cut off by the 
word of the Lord, he driven upon God in 
prayer by his extremity, the gracious ans. 
wer, the lengthened days, the miraculous 
sign, the speedy recovery, the temple 
praise,—these are points which flash forth 
for the individual and the npativn great 
guiviog truths. 

Lesson X11.—Our series began in fire, 
—the fire of glory, trumph, juy ; the as- 
cending horses and chariots, Elijah borne 
tw his home, to his throne. Our series 
closes in fire,—the fire of a terrible judge- 
ment, Judah's sin fruiting in a burning 
temple, first desecrated, rubbed, ina long 
and shameful exile. ** Behold the good- 
ees and severity of God.” 

Quxsrions.— How many miracles were 
described in the lust twelve lessons ? How 
many pro named? Lheir nawes? 
Nawe besides these the principal pereons 
of whom we have learned. Of these whom 
do you most adwire ? Why ? 

of 0s. kind adh By the lesa ns. spoke of a 
? Tell about of 

these children ? What is it in Sat ae 
that pleases you ? 

{ given us a heavenly copy. 

How were Elijih and Elisha part 
What was E isha’s last request to Elijah ? 
2 Kings ii. 9. What city first welcomed 
Elisha as a true roubit ve. 18. What 
was done for it? vs. 21,22. When was 
he mocked ? vs. 23. What came of that ? 
vs. 24. Why was the oil of the widow in 
Lesson ILI increased? ch iv. 1. What 
does this miracle teach of God's character ? 
How came the woman in Shunem to 

know Elisha? va. 8. What did she do for 

ve. 32-31. Is Christian kindness always 
rewarded in this lile? 
W be and where was the little captive of 

Lesson VI? ch. v. 2. What good deeds 
did she do? Who was her master ? W hat 
18 his story ? 
What was Gehazi's sin? What came of 

it? How was: El.sha defended ?. Why 
| the nttcmpt against him? ~ What city was 
miraculously delivered, Lesson X? Give 
the story of Hezekiah’ prayer, Ot Judah's 
captivity, 

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher, 

Seripture Catechism, 52, 53. 

SuNpay, July 7 — Peace with God. Rom, 
5: 1-10. 

* Youths’ Department. 
ee ——— ee — es 

THE LITTLE GIRL AND HER 

cory. 

A little girl went to writing-school. 

When she saw her copy, with every line 
so perfect, “I can never write like that,” 

she said. 

She looked steadfastly at the straight 
round lines, so tlim and graceful. Then 
she took up her pen and timidly put it on 
the paper. Her hand trembled ; she 

- stopped, studied the copy, and began again, 
*“ | can bat try,” said the little girl; 1 
will do as well as I can.” 
She wrote hall a page. The letters were 

crooked. What more could we expect 
from a first effort? The next scholar 
stretched across her desk, and said, ** What 
scraggy things you make!” Tears filled 

the teacher see her book. *¢ He will be 
angry with me and scold,” she said to 
‘herself. 

But when the teacher came and looked, 
he smiled. ““*I see you ure trying, my 
little girl," he said kindly, ** and that is 
enough for me.” 

~ She took courage. Again and again she 
studied the beautiful copy. She. wanted 
to know how every line went, how every 
letter was rounded and made. Then she 
touk up her pen and began to write. She 
wrote carefully, with the copy always be- 
lore her, But O! what slow work it was! 
Her letters straggled here, they crowded 
there, and some of them lovked every 
way. # 
The little girl trembled at the step of 

the teacher. ** I am afraid you will find 
fault with me,” she said, ** my letters are 
not fit to be on the same ,page with the 
copy.” ¥ 

“I do not find fault with you,” said the 
teacher, ** because I do not look &0 much 
at what you do. By really trying you 
make a little improvement every day ; aud 
a little improvement every day will enable 
you to reach excellence by-and-by." 
‘ Thank you, sir,” said the lictle girl ; 

and thus encouraged, she took up her pen 
with a greater spirit of application than 
belore. 
And so it'is with the dear children who 

are trying to become like Jesus. God has 
He has given 

us his dear son ** for an example that we 
should follow his steps.” He ** did no sin, 
neither was guile found in his mouth.” 
‘He is altogether lovely,” and ** full of 
grace and truth,” Aod when you study 
his character, ** 1 can never, never reach 
tht,” you say; **I can never be like 
Jesus.” 
God does not expect you to become like 

his dear Son in a minute, or a day, ora 
year; but what pleases him is that you 
should love him, and try to follow his ex. 
ample. It is that temper which helps you 
to grow, day by day, little by little into 
his likeness, which Gud desires to see. 
God loves you for trying, and will help 
you.— Observer, 

A TURNING POINT. 

“The turning point in my life," said a 
gootleman, * was, when I was a boy, not 
going to a low circus. Some kind of low 
show and circus came into our town, and 
of course sll the boys were anxious to go. 
My wother did not want me to go. I 
might have stolen off. I had money enough 
io my pocket, the boys did all they could 
to persuade me, and more than all, people 
were going in crowds to see it. It is so 
easy to go with the multitude; it is so 
bard to make a stand, break away, and go 
the other way. 

him? ve. 10. How was slie rewarded? | 

the litile girl's eyes. She dreaded to have: 

*“ That is-exactly what I did. I ¢ mae- 
tered the situation.) I mastered myself, 

and did not go. 

** It wae the reso/ution, then called out, 

and called out perhaps for the first time, 
which has, under God, served me many a 
good turn since, and made me what I am. 

One day last winter, a poor neighbor 
‘across the street came into our kitchen in 
great distress, because the hydrant was 
frozen, ne 
We gave her a kettle of boiling water, 

and she soon came back with a brighter 
face. | 

‘* Sure, an’ it did lots of good,” eaid 
she, * I poured it in, and God gave me 
the water again, and 1'm so thankful.” 
Do we always think of God as the giver 

of our common blessings? ¢ Bless the 
Lord, oh my soul, and lorget not all his 
benefits.” 

 -—— Hd 

CURIOSITIES OF MEMORY. 

John Kemble used to say that he could 
learn a whole number of the Morning Post 
in four days, and General Christic made a 
similar assertion ; but it is not known how 

far eiiher of them verified this statement. 
Robert Dillon. could repeat in the morning 
six columns of a newspaper he. had read 
over night. During the repeal debates in 
House of Commons thirty-seven years ago, 
one of the members wrote out his speech, 
sent it to the newspaper, and repeated it 
to the louse in the evening ; it was found 
to be the same verbatim as that which he 
had written out. John Fuller, a land 

agent in Norfolk, could remember every 
word of a sermon, and wrote it out cor- 

rectly after going home ; this was tested 
by comparing his written account with the 
clergyman’s manuscript.  Scaliger could 
repeat a hundred verses or more after have 
ing read them a single time. Seneca could 
repeat two thousand words on hearing them 
once. Magliubeechi, who had a prodigious 
memory, Was once put to a severe test, A 
gentlewan lent him a manuscript which 
was read and returned. The owner, some 
time afterwards pretending he had lost it, 
begged Magliabecchi to write out as much 
a8 he could remember; whereupon the 
latter, appealing to his memory, wrote out 
the whole essay. Cyrus, it some of the 
ld historians are to be credited, could re. 
mewber the name of every soldier in his 
immense army. There was a Corsican boy 
who could reliearse forty thousand words, 
whether sense or nonsense, as they were 
dictated, and then repeat them in the re. 
versed order, without makin x a single mis- 
take.” A physician of Massachusetts, about 
half a century ago, could repeat the whole 
of * Puradise Lost,” without mistake, al- 
though he had not read it for twenty years, 
Fuller, the great mathematician, when he 
became blind, could repeat the whole of 
Virgil's ** Aneid,"" and could remember 
the first line and the last line on every page 
of the particular edition which he had been 
accustomed to read before he became blind, 
One kind of retentive memory may be 

considered as the result of ‘sheer hard 
work, a determivation towards one par- 
ticular achievement, without reference 
either to cultivation or to memory on other 

| subjects. This is frequently shown by 
persons in humble life in regard to the 
Bible. An old beggarman at Stirling, 
known some forty years as Blind Aleck, 
afforded an instance of this. He knew the 
whole of the Bible by heart, insomuch 
that, if a sentence were read to hiw, he 
could name the book, ifla chapter and verse 
were nawed, he could remember the exact 
words, A gentleman, to test him, repeated 
a verse, purposely making one verbal inac. 
curacy ; Aleck hesitated, named the place 
where the passage is to be found, but at the 
same time pointed out the verbal error, 
Tle same gentleman asked him to repeat 
the ninetieth verse of the seventh chapter 
of Numbers, Aleck almost instantly re- 
plied, ** There is no sach verse; that 
chapter has only eighty-nine verses,’ 
a — a 

BLUSHING. 

Why do we blush ? What is the cause ? 
Can it be prevented? Why do the young 
blush more readily than the old ? 

ln anewer to these questing science 
comes to our uid and inferws us that this 
sudden reddening of the face is due to a 
rush of blood into the capillarics of the 
skin. The influence of vervous conditions 
is strikingly exhibited by this phenomenon, 
the circulation of the blood, or rather the 
action of the heart being responsive to 
those emotions and passions which have 
immediate relation to the brain and nervous 
system. 

dividuals in respect to blushing. One whe 
is very sensitive to praite or blame has large 
veneration, approbativences, and CODnsCien. 
tiousnees,— blushes on the slightest oceg. 
sion ; while one with those organs smal) 
will be comparatively indi ferent to either, 

plause, by the powers on earth or iu heaven, 
— | A"vivid consciousness of one's poverty op 

ignorance, or other imperfection, tends to 
produce a feeling of humility, and this 
causes one to blush, Lurge sclf esteem, 
with intellect, culture and competence, 
gives assurance, wakes one feel always at 
home wherever he may bappen to be, and 
this puts one above ur beyond the disposi- 
tion to blush. The old saying that +¢ 
guilty conscience needs no accuser,” ig 
based on the fact, that one under convie- 
tion shows ic in his face; and a young 
rogue, when confronted with his wrong. 
doing, will usanlly blush just in propor. 
tion to his sensitiveness and consciousness 
of guilt. 
The fact that one ean not overcome his 

diffidence and look friend or foe in the face, 
is no evidence ol sin or wickedness. us some 
suppose. Ou the contrary, it is often the 
case that the most innocent and virtuous 
are 80 bashiul that it is next to iuipossible 
for them to look even an inferior squarely 
and steadily in the eye. He soon falters 
and assumes a downeast look in keeping 
with his modest and sensitive nature. Self. 
confidence, for the diffident, may be ac- 
quired, and though one would almost sink 
in his shoes the first time when be appears 
to speak before an audience, he will, by 
practice, overcome his timidity, or platform 
fever,” as it is ealled,,and when used to it 
enjoy the slight ir #7 as a Inental 
luxury. At first he will be suffused with 
blushes, and his mind will be somewhat 
bewildered ; soon, however, equilibrium 
takes place, and ‘* Richard is himself 
again,” 
The temperament also has much to do 

with blushing. A nervous, sanguine tem. 
perament is much more suseeptible than 
the lymphatic or bilious and a blonde than 
a brunette. The African, the Asiatic, and 
the North American Indian may feel a 
blush, though,—owing to the color of his 
skin,—he may not show it. 

Coacuine ror Orpers.—The attractive 
livings of the English (Establishment have 
developed a system popularly called ** coach. 
ing for orders.” Clergymen are to be 
found, who, for a consideration, will assure 
the passing of a candidate when examined 
by the bishop's chaplain. The course of 
instraction consists partly in a knowledge 

formed the subjects of examinations in the 
dioceses in years past. But particular in- 
formation is given to the persunal character 
of the bishops of the rerpective dioceses 
and of their examining chaplains; from 
which 3t appears that some bishops 

pay respect to the rank of the aspirant to 
orders, as it willbe a great loss to the Church 
to turn back men of position. Some exam- 
iners are strong in grammar ; or in doctrine, 
or in sermon writing, or elocution. The 
caudidate in order to succced murt find out 

accordingly. One bishop is satisfied with 
the construing of a few verses of the Greek 
Teetament, another expects a general know- 
ledge of the whole. Some dioceses are 
High Church ; others are Low Church; 
and this must be an element in the candie 
date’s resolve, whetl.er he shall select Ox- 
ford, or Londom, or Carlisle. Only think 
of the Timothies of the Apostles’ days be- 
ing thus * coached ” into w good fat incum- 
bency !— Can. Baptist. 

WHO SHOULD PARTAKE OF 
THE LORD'S SUPPER! 

This is the title given to two letters in 
the Waichman and Reflector, by Rev. John 
Goadby. It is in the minds of many chris 
tians a somewhat undecided question, As 
it is right that all christian people should 
‘be able to give an intelligent and scriptural 
reply to the question, it may be « ecoptable 
and well to place the substance of the argu- 
ments in these letters Lefore our readers. 
In the first one the writer enquires :— 

*« Is the Lord's Supper an institution of 
Jesus Christ for His church or churches as 
collective bodies, or did He institute it for 
the observance of individual disciples, to 
be celebrated by them without reference; to 
their church relation ?" 

—and he replies :— 

Tt could not be for the church universal, 
because itcould not be celebrated by it; 

There is a marked difference among fo- then it must be for loeal churches, or for 

~will not be moved by censure or by. aps. 

of the contents of ceriain papers that have 

are very strict as to the knuwledge of the 
Greek Testament by the candidate. Others 

these hobbies of his examiners and prepare 
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