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_of the Church,
brethren.” There was a good congre-
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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

For the Christian Messenger,

DAY OF PRAYER FOR
COLLEGES.

"y e o

Dear Brother,— ’

Thursday the 29t inst., will be the
Day of Prayer for Colleges. I hope it
will be devoutly observed by the
Churches.

e gy of -our~ministering —brethren-

who were educated at Acadia College
will favour me with reports of their
labours during the year 1871, I shall
be thankful.
Y our truly,
J. M. Cramp.
Wolfuille, Feb. 1, 1872.

o @ - >
For the Christian Messenger.

LUNENBURG MINISTERIAL
CONFERENCE.

Dear Brother,—

We have just returned from attend-
ing the First Quarterly Meeting of the
Lunenburg County Mioisterial Counfer-
ence, which, according to previous
arrangement, was convened with the
North West Church, now uunder the
pastoral care of our esteemed Brother
Zechariah Morton. The services com-
menced on Monday evening at 7
o'clock, with the u-ual religious exer-

' cises, and a sermon by the writer, from

the second petition in the Lord's
Prayer—* Thy Kingdom Come "—
accompained by appropriate rewarks,
and earnest appeals from Brethren
I. J. Skinner, W. K. Hall, the pastor
and other valued

gation, and a manifest interest shewn
by all present, and some tokens of the
Divine presence were apparent.

The following morning aud after-
noon were spent by the ministers in
earnest and social intercourse upon
matters in connection with the interests
of Christ's kingdom in eur midst. The
conference was organized by the ap-
pointment of Rev. I. J. Skinner, Pre-
sident, Rev. 8. March, Secretary.

‘Its object is *‘ The mutual edification

and improvement of its members”
(which comprise all the Ministers and

Licentiates resident in atid laboring |
with any of the churches within the |

County, and any others® who may be
invited to take part in the exercises ;)
and also the advancement of the cause
of Christ-generally in connection with
our denominational enterprises. A-
mong other important matters, the fol-
lowing resolution was unanimously
ado;.ted.

Resulved, That in view of the Great |
Commission ** Go ye intoall the world and |

preach the gospel to every creature ;' and
in view of the destitution of our own
County, it is the duty of those churches
who have settled pastors, to rclease them
for a portion of their time, to permit thew
to visit and labor with such churches or in

something that shall impress the public
as great, there is general disregard of
the means by which greatness can be
| achieved. Among a people just be-
ginning to feel their strength” and de-

to give for a time even more consider-
ation to the efficiency of the secondary
gchools than of the C llege. usiin such
conditions of society it will be more
or three thousand the benefits of a
thorough Academical course, than to
raise one or two hkundred to the Uni-
versity grade ; and while it is evident
that the best means for enlarging and
improving the Unive-+ity will be to in-
crease the number in atiendance in the
schools of the next lower rank, cvery
one desiring to advance the interests
of Education among the people, “will
devote a large part of his time and
study to the efficiency of our Academies:

~We are pleased, therefore, to see

tion. - The last number of the Journal
of Eduecation, in an ar:icle on the
County Academies, clearly sets forth
the fact that they are not doing the
work for which they were designed,
and suggests a modification of the pres-
ent plan as better adapted to accomp-
lish the contemplated object. We are
not prepared to judge of the wisdoin
of the proposed change, but
encouraging to learn that the proper
autherities are giving attention to the
question. = The theory of the county
Academies is good ; but for some rea-
son they do not perform the work ex-
pected of them. Let-them either be
made more efficient and serviceable to
the general and higher education of the
pcople, or let them be discontinued.

Two incorporated Academies were
in operation for many years before the
present School Act came into force.
The Article in the Journal of Edueca-
tion, referring to these schools, ex-
presses the opinion that their existence
has been an occasion of real hardship

ated. We cannot say how it may be
in Hants, but the hardship for this
county is largely if not entirely im-
aginary. The Directors of Horton
Academy certainly do not wish to be
in the way of any plan that may be
better than the one at present in oper-
ation. If the inhabitants of any sec-
tion in the county are willing to erect
suitable Buildings for the accommoda-
tion of a first class Academy with all
its departments, and will uundertake to
do work of the same amount and
quality as that now done in the Acad-
emy let Wolfville, we hnve no doubt
that the Directors of that Academy
will be ready to relinquish their work
and let other parties take the responsi-

bility of it, 0 soon as reasonable as-

| surance can be given that the work

will be done. But if it should be pro.

such localities as are not favored with the | posed to withdraw the Provincial grant
preached word ; and further that it is our | from the Horton Academy and give it

duty as ministers to present the matter to
the several churches of our charge, so that
their co-operation may be obtained. -

In the evening there was a public

|

|
?
|

and the county assessment to build up
a High-school  for the benefit of the
village in which it may be located, we
thould wpot hesitate to say that the

service held, and a deeply interesting  public officer recommerfding such a
sermon was preached by Brother I. J. | change would reveal a very imperfect

. Skinver, from 1 Cor. iv. 20. *The | comprehension of the facts of the case,

kingdom of God is not in word, but in | and show himself destitute of . the

power.” All the miunisters took part

in the exercises, and the brethren of |

the church were quickened and encour-
aged.

We hope these meetings will be pro-
ductive of great good, and stimulate
both mivisters and churches to greater
piety, activity and zeal for the glory of
our Divioe Master, '

At the close of this service there
was a collection taken for HHome Mis-
sions amounting to'$10| which will be
forwarded to the Treasurer,

The ministers were kindly accom-
modated with a room at Bro, Gegrge
Spidle’s, the room in which the late
venerated Rev. Joseph Dimock often
proclaimed the glad tidings of merey,
and where some who still survive first
experieneed the love of God in their
hearts.

The next Quarterly Mecting of this
Conferenee will be convened (D.V.)
with the Baptist Chureh at Bridge-
water on the third Mound~y in April,
at 7 o’elock. P. M., sermon by Rev,
L J. Skinner.

STEPHEN Marcw,

Secretary.
Bridgewater, Jan. 31, 1872,

, For theChristian Messefiger.
OUR ACADEMIES.
Nearly all that has been written of

late on KEducgtion, has directed atten-
tion to the highest ent. While

the - desire is manifest to accomplish

&

|

necessary qualifications for sharing in
the direction of our educational affairs,

This county is by no m<auns in a
benighted or distressing condition on
account of the present arrangement.
We venture the assertion that wmore
studénts matriculate in College year
by year from Kiugs than from auy
other country in the province, with
the possible exception of Pictou and
Halifax. This does not look as if the
supposed disadvantage pressed very
heavily on the county. But there
are other facts connected with [orton
Academy descrving the attention of
the authorities who direct the'appro-
priations for lducation. The county
Academies were designed to prepare
young men for the Colleges. The
ireek classes in these schools will be

' the candidates for the College course.

The ten County Aecademies report in
Greek for the past year twenty:-three.
Horton Academy reports in the same
study for the same time forty. Thus
we find this single Academy doing
nearly twice as much of this specific
work as the ten county Academies
combined. But, again, in these same
schools we fiud more than five times
as many studying Latin as are study-
ing Greek. Whatever may be the
explanation of this fact, it clearly
shows that the managers of the eounty
Academies have not yet risen to the
purpose of making those schools ave-
nues to the Colleges. Furthermore, a
comparison of the Reports from the

Edneﬁiow-QQoo for suecessive years

that this subjeet is receiving the atten-
tion of the Council of Public Instrue- |

it is

velop their resources, it may be wise |

for the general advantage fo give two

to the counties in which they are situ- |

3

makes evident the fact that there has
been for some time a steady decline in
the number of students in the Greek
classes in the county Academies. We
do wot wonder that the friends of the
Provincial University [ as they call it]
are studying how it 1s to be raised
above the rank of au institution doing
elementary work.

In view of the facts which have now
been presented, we submit that the
annual grant to Horton Academy must
be reckoned among the most econo-
mical and useful of all the appropria-
tions made from the Provincial Trea-
sury. Kings.

Jan. 31. :

e . A

4 © For the Christian Metsenger.

MODERN SCEPTICISM.

A Coursk oF LECTURES DELIVERED |
AT THE REQUEST OF THE Cums-g
tiAN Evipexce Sociery, London,

‘A$
1871, pp. 543"

In the Spring of 1870 a Society was
formedin London, called ¢ The Chris-
tian Evidence Society.” Its object is
to furnish clear and satisfactory pre-
sentations of the evidences of Chris-
tianity, with replies to infidel objec-
tions, adapted to the existing state of
knowledge, and to modera thought.
The volume before us is one of the re-
sults. Among the lecturers are an
archbishop and two bishops, besides a
dean and a canon, avd other ministers
of the Church of England : thereis also
one Coungregational miuister.(Rev. Dr.
Stoughton). The list of subjects and
lecturers is as follows¥—

1. Design in Nature.—By the Most
Reverend the - Lord Archbishop of
York. )

2. Pantheism.—By.the Rev. J. H.
Rigg, D. D., prinecipal of Westminis-
ter Training College.

3. Positivism — By the Rev. W.
Jackson, M. A, F. 8. A, late Fellow
of Worcester College, Oxford.

4. Science and Revelation.—By the
Very Rev. R. Payne Smith, D, D.,
Deau of Canterbury. - '

5. The  Nature and velue of the
miraculous testimony to Christianity.
— By the Rev. John Stoughton, D. D.

6. The gradual development of Re-
velation.—By the Right Riev. the Lord
Bishop of Carlisle, .

7. The alleged historical difficulltes
of the Old and New Testaments, and
the light thrown—on them—by modern
discoveries.—By the Rev, George Raw-
linson, M. A.,iCamden Professor of
Ancient History, Oxforc.

8. Mythical Theories of Christian-
i/y.—By the Rev. Charles Row, M.A.,
of Pembroke College, Oxford.

9. The evidéntial value of St. Pawl's
Epistles—By the Rev.Stanley Leathes,
M. A., Professor of Hebrew, King's
College.

10. Charist's teaching and influence
on the world.—By the Right Rev.
the Lord Bishop of Ely.

1t. The completeness and adequacy
of the Fvidences of Christianity.—
By the Rev. Canon Cook, M. A,
Canon of I xeter.

There is also an * KExplanatory
Paper " by the Right Rev. the Lord
Eishop of Gloucester and Bristol.
We should have preferred a Lecture
from his learned pen.

It will be ackuowledged that the
subjects are well chosen, and it is very

desirable that on such themes correct’|

views should be entertained. The
readers of this volume will not be dis-
appointed. Their faith will be con-
firmed, and many of their difficuliies
removed. The book wmay be safely
recommended to our young men. Our
ministers will do well to procure it.

The Lectures are by no meagis equal.
The first, thcugh delivered by an arch-
bishop, is in our opinion the least sat.
isfactory. Mr. Rawlinson's is ad.
mirable. Mr. Row’s deserves to be
spoken of in the highest terms. The
Bishop of Kly has supplied an instruc-
tive and powerful discourse.

We will give an extract Trom Mr.
Kawlinsoun's Lecture : —

* It has been said that St. Luke,
ia—connecting the mname of Cyrenius
with the ‘taxing’ which caased Joseph
and Mary to go from «Nazareth to
Bethlehem, . undeniably contradicts
history. Cyrenius (or Quirinus) was
appointed governor of Syria about ten
years after the death of H&rod the
Great, and made alcensus of his prov-
ince shortly afterwards. "'his cenerus
8t, Luke is accused of placing ten
years too early. The avswer to this
charge is, that the words of St. Luke
(chap. ii. 2) cannot possibly mean that
Cyrenius was governor at the time of
the taxing : had it been Bt. Luke’s in-

tention to express this, the verse would

have been thus; * This taxing was
made when Cyrenius was governor of
Syria,” and not ‘this taxing was first
made.” ¢ First,” that is, which is mani-

| festly the emphatic word of the sen-

tence, would then have been absent
from it. Kvidently, therefore, St.
LLuke’s words must bear some other
meaning. They may signify, ¢ thes
taxing, was_made hefore Cyreni

4 FONIUS - WAS | .
thousand
rgovernor, and so before that better

kvown taxing which he ordered. This
is an allowable translation of the pas-
sage. Or they may mean, and I think
they do mean, * this taxing was first
completed—first took full effecct—when
Cyrenius was govo:nor; that is to
say, the taxing ordered by Augustus,
and commenced under [lerod the
Great, was ioterrupted (as it may
eagily have been, since the Jews were
very bitter against it,) and the busi-
ness was first accomplished under
Cyrenius. This is a sense which the
Greek verb translated in our version
‘ was made,” sometimes has.,” p. 300.

Dean Alford, too, observes that the
word ‘‘first” is *‘ the key to the
sentence.” Tyndale (A. D. 1526)
anticipated Mr. Rawlinson. He trans-
lates it ** was first executed.” In his
revised edition, A. D. 1534, he has
‘““was the first, and was executed.”
Dr. George Campbell’s version is,
** this first register took effect.”

On the whole, this volume is a very
valuable addition to the library ot
Christian Evidences. Ttisrepublished
in New York.

We are glad to observe that the
Christian knowledge Society is issuing
a number of publications oun this sub-
jeet, in a cheap form, and prepared by
some of the best writers of the age.
The Religious Tract Society displays
similar activity. -If infidelity is on
the alert, the friends of the gospel are
watchfully observaut of the signs of
the times, and prompt to supply anti-
dotes to the moral poison which is
30 assiduously distributed iny-every
quarter. C.

The Clistian Messenger.

Halifax, N. 8., February 7, 1872.

“ GOD WITH US.”

Imperfect viewsrespecting the person

and work of Christ must exercisea bane-

ful influence on the development of chris-
tian character. The difficulties which
follow a departure from the pldin state-
ments of the Sacred oracles, or from
misunderstanding what is revealed res-
pecting the Son of God, have led to a
variety of belief on the nature and
extent of the atonement. Some per-
sons in the hope of having all the dif-
ficulties removed, have taken only the
man-ward side of Christ, and have re-
jected the God-ward side, and have
consequently come to a state of doubt
in which they have lost sight ot Him
as a Redeemer and Saviour. Others
have failed to properly -estimate those
parts of the Word of God which shew
that Jesus was a man, capable of the
fullest sympathy with men. |
too are unable to realize the relation-
ship the believer holds to Christ and
the benefits to be derived from proper-
ly apprehending him as the perfect
I{nmanuel. “ Gop wITH Us.”

Jnder this title Dr. Hovey has written
a volume of 271 pages, just published
by Gould and Lincoln, Boston.' The
character of the work may be more
fully understoodl by a glance at the
subjects of the several chapters : Under
Part 1. The person of Christ ; they are :
the Deity of Christ; the humanity of
Christ; the unity of Christ. Under
Part 2. The work of Christ, they are:
the atonement as related to God ; the
atorement as related to Man.  Part 3
is a criticism of *The Vicarious Sacri-
fice,” of Dr. Bushnell, which Dr. Hovey
regards as * extremely defective, and
at the same time attractive,” and there-
fore believes that it requires criticism.

-~ -—

“ CHRIST TO LEAN UPON.,”

The departure of Re\v'.~ George H.
Hepworth from the Unitarian Church

inm New York, and his adoption of

evangelical truth has caused some
‘sensation in religious circles of that
city and other places, The experience
through which he has pasced, and Lis
clear straightforward expression of
views regarding Christ and his work,
are full of interests to all christian
people.

“] HAVE SOMETHING NOW TO LEAN
vroN,” he says, in the wermon
preached by him on the 7th of January,
on relinquishing his ¢harge, where he
was 80 lar & minister.
short extract from that s Which
will do good to any christian heart :

These
1 pupils.

its Secretary for fun
Here is &

I believe with all my heart, with all my
soul, and with an increasing faith, in Jesus
Christ. 1 believe—make no mistakes—
Him to have been literally and in the
technical or theological-sense the incarna-
tion of the Godhead. I believe that Jesus
Christ 18 the love of God put into human
shape for the redemption of the world, and
I have ccme to believe this out of my own
personal experience. I know my weak-
nesses. | am so made that there area

me ; [ knew that 1 was holding wrong views,
but 1 yie!d>d to them. I have been ashawned
of my own weakness a thourand times, but
now I say, and I find great peace in saying
it, 1 feel that God has given to me Jcsus
Christ, who will lead me up to the Father,
and I can stand by the side of the Lord and
he will stand by my side and will put his
hand around my waist acd walk with me,
and will put his arm through mine, and I
shall feel the genial touch of God himeelf.

I bave something now to lean upon, and
as | look around upon you and upon this
bright world, I tell you, my dear friends,
that | am not unlike you, and you are not
unlike me. We all of us need the same
Saviour, the same God, and the same re-
demption. Human nature is one and the
same thing, and what fits me fits you. You

can call it by some other name, but the thing
is the same.

- You ask me what 1 propose to do.. I

cannot work any longer with the Unitarian
party. 1f I do not believe its tenets or ac-
cept its interpretations of Scripture, simple
honesty demands of me that | should leave
it. 1 say to you now that I shall leave the
body, because I believe. it to be radical in
theology, and 1 think radicalism for the
average mind about as bad and destructive
an element as can be introduced.

Mr. lepworth had been born and
bred in the Unitarian faith, and was a
prominent leader in that body till a
very short time Since. He 18 now
frowned upon_and denounced by their
organs. What he will become is as
yet uncertain. As a popular speaker
he has but few rivals in New York.

—— S W

The Secretary of the N. S. Central
Board of the Women’s Mission Aid So-
cieties has handed us some extracts of
a letter she has just received from
Miss Norris. It was not written for
publication, but we are assured that
many of the friends of the mission
will feel deeply interested in its con-
tents :—

Bassein, Nov. 24th, 1871.
My dear Mrs. Selden ,—

I cannot do more than write you a hur-
ried note this morning. My boxes arrived
a few -weeks ago from America, that is, a
large box of elothing which I left behind
in Boston, and the Organ. Both boxes
bad been long soaked in water on the voy-
age, and were utterly destroyed. The
clothing and books, covered with mould,
fell to pieces as I took them out, and
the organ is hopelessly dumb., 1 tell
you, because it will be' nec-ssary to supply
myself to some extent. As to the Organ,
[ shall wot venture on that again. The
box contained chiefly sheets, towels, pillow-
slips, comlortables, bed-spreads, «K'eases,
&c.,.&e. * * * My poor books, they
can never be replaced.  But there is doubt-
less wisdom in itsowmewhere, * * % |
will request you to purchase these things
again for weand deduct it from my'salary.
¢ * * [am very busy with my school
duties, and very happy in them, bappier
than the loss of any amount of goods
and chattels has power materially to over-
come, Our school bhas over a hundred
My work is with the young girlsin
the Karen Department. With much love
to the dear friends with you, and earnest
prager for the progress at home, which
will make sure progress out here.

ours lovingl

. gl' NogRris, |

In common with a large humber of
Miss Norris’' friends we feel sad to
think of the loss of these articles of
80 much value to her.

The London Freeman acknowledges
receiving a copy of the Minutes of
the Baptist Convention of Nova Seo-
tia, New Brunswick and P. E. Island,
and remarks respecting their contents :

Acadia College, and other educatipnal
worke, the foreign missionary operations
of the churches, and whatever is fitted to
advance the general ‘interest of the denom-
inution, are under the care of the Conven-
tion. Herein they have an advantage over
our Upion. In the three provinees there
are 311 churches, The additions by bap-
tism amount to 1,214 for the year, and the
entire membership to 28,316. The gene-
ral average increase is four and a half to
each church; t!e net increase is 411, being
about one and a half percent. Twe things

4t s sail are needed throughout the

churches,—more general snd systematie
giving, and & lurg r pumber of men for
‘the ministry. Awong the active members
of the Convention is our old friend Dr.
Cramp. Among the visitors we notice the
nawes of Dr. Hovey, and Dr. Steans, of
Newton, nnd of Rev. Thos, Burdits, late of
'l‘.nb,o ’

T

The Northern DBaptist Kducatien
Society makes a strong appeal through
to assist 49
ministerial students at Newton Theo-
logionl Institute, and 13 at Colleges in
other places,
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