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A CHRISTMAS SONG.

BY JOHN KEBLE.

« And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of tue heavenly host praising God.”
W hat sudden blaze of song
Spreads o'er the expanse of heaven?
In waves of light it thrills along,
Th® angelic signal given !
« Glory to God !" from yonder central fire
Flows out the echoing lay beyond the star.
ry quire ;

Like circles widening round
Upon a clear blue river,
Orb after orb the wondrous sound
Is echoed on forever!
«Glory to God on high, on carth he peace,
And Jove toward men, of love—salvation
and release !"’

Yet, stay befure thou dare
1o juin that fistal throng ;
Listen and wark what gentle air
First stirred the tide of song :
'Tis pot ** the Saviour born in David's
howe,
To whom for power and health: obedient
worlds should come."”

*Tie not ** the Christ, the Lord !”
With fixed adoring look
The quire of angels chught the word,
Nur yet their silence broke ;
But when they heard the sign, where
Christ ghould be,
In sudden light they shone and heaveoly
harmony.

Wiapped in his swaddling bands,
Auvd inshis manger laid,
The Hope wnd Glory of all lands,
Is come to the world’s aid ;
No peacefu' bume upon his cradle smiled ;
Guests rudely weunt und come, where slept
the Royal Child.

But where thou dwellest, Lord,
No other thought should be ;
Once duly welcomed and adored,
How should 1 part with thee ?
Bethlehem wmust lose thee soon ; but thou
wilt grace
The single heart to be [thy sure abiding
place.

Thee, on the bosom laid
Of w pure virgin mind,
In quiet ever, »nd in shade,
Stepherd and rage may find ;
They, who have bowed untaught to Na-
ture’s sway, -
And they who foll w Truth along his star.
paved way. .

The pastoral spirits firet,
Approach thee, Babe divine :
»~Farthey.u lunely thoughts are nursed,
~ Meet for thy louely shrine !
Sooner than they shuuld mies where thou
dost dwell,
Angels from hewven will stoop to guide
them to thy cell.

Still, as the days come round
For thee to be revealed,
By wuketul shepherds thou art found,
Ab ding in the field,
All througls the wint'ry heauven and chill
night air,
In music and in light Thou dawnest on
their prayer.

0, faint pot ye tor fear !
Whut though your wandering
sheep,

Reckless of what they see and bear,

Lie lost in willful sleep ?
High heavens, in mercy to your sad annoy,
Stitl greets you with glad tidings ofimmor-
tal jny.

Think on th' eternal home
The Saviour lelt for you ;
Thiok on the Lord, most Holy, come
To dwell with hearts untrue ;
So shall {1: trend untired His pnstoral ways,
And in the darkness sing your-carol of high
praiso.

DE NATIVITATE DOMINI,

Puer natus in Bethlehem,
Unde gaudet Jurusalem.

Hioc jueet in praesepio,
Qui regnat sine termino.

Cognovit bos, et asinus,
Quod puer erat Dominus,

de Saba veniunt,
Auruw, tus, myrham, offerunt,

Intrantes domum invicem,
Novum salutant Prinoipewm.

De watre natus virgine
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Sine serpentis vulnere
De nostro ‘venit sanguine ;

In carne nobis similis
Pececato sed dissimilis ;
Ut redderet nos homines
Deo et sibi similes,

In hoe natali gaudio
Beaedicamus Domino :

~_Laudetur sancta Trinitas,
Deo dicamus grati w.

TRANSLATION OF THE ABOVE
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD.

In Bethlehem a ch-ﬁ-d is born,
Aud lsrael hails the glorious morn,

Behold Him lying in a stall,
Who reigneth ever Lord of all,

The ox and ass acknowledge there,
That He is Lord of earth and air,

The kings of Saba [lim behold,
And offer incense, myrrh and gold,

They enter to Him, one by one,
And bow before the royal Son,,

He of a virgin b rn, alone
A human father bath not known ;

Without the eerpent’s sinlul stain,
le comes from vur own blood, to reigu ;

Like unto us in human birth,
Unlike no sin hath known on earth ;

That He might make oursinful race
Resemble Him, the God of grace.

Here in this birthday joy of love
Now let us bless our God above :

And in the Trinity rejoice,
And sing to God with grateful voice.
— Christian Intelligencer.

—_—

THE CHURCH BOND, AND HOW
TOSTRENGTHEN IT.

BY REY. D. W, FAUNCE,

In a conversation with a brother!in
another denowmination, he was told,
* you make too much of the church.”
And ‘the quick reply was, * and you
Baptists make wnothing of it.” The
duty ** to believe and tobe baptized” is
recognized. But the subsequent duty
to walk together in ** the apostles doc-
trine and fellowship” and, ns members
of a church, * to keep the ordinances
as they were delivered unto them” is
undeniable.

If we have made too little, as Bap-
tists, of the bonds that bind us each to
the other in the churzh relationship,
thore are some evident reasons for it
One of them isthat we-are living at a
time of reaction., The church for cen-
turies was held to be organic rather
than associational. Talk to-day with
Romanist, Episcopalian, or Lutheran,
and the word he uses most frequently
is the word ** Church.” The High
Churchman in all these denominations
thinks faith is good and works are good.
It is to be desired that all members of
the “ one true church” should live ac-
cording to the Bible, or rather, accord.

is the interpreter of the Bible. But the
thing is to be **in the true church” —
the one great organiz body. Our fath-
ers met this tendency by asolemn pro-
test in favor of individualism as against
the organic theory which ubsorbed the
man io the church. They insisted on
personal faith, individual experience of
God's grace ; that the church should
not come between the peniteut and the
Saviour. But all reactions tend to the
opposite error, Hence the _danger,
which I fear we bave not entirely es-
caped—the danger, not of insisting too
strongly on personal faith, but of over-
looking the fact that personal faith is
introductory to agsociated and compact-
ed membershipin a ** church of Christ.
Again, certain forms of expression
ahout the church have tended to loosen
the church-bond. Good men allow
themselves to talk about the ** invisible
church” and the ** universal church,”
meaning thereby all true Clristias, or
perhaps all professing Christians on
earth, But such & use of the word
oburch is absurd, is anti.scriptural, is
mischievous. It is absard, for the
word is & word of bounded and limited

menning. It is as absurd to speak of Lnmess, even though vital doctrines are

——————————————————————— - —————————————
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universal’ as to speak of the invisible

and universal city of New-York. 1fa

city is visible, it can be =seen some-

where and by somebody. If a city, it

is not universal. Christians are one

body, but not therefore one church, as

men are one race, but not therefore one

city. Called one ** body” the figure is

taken from our mortal body, exactly as

when called a * family” the comparison

is teken from a relation of our social

life. Called one “ flock” belonging to

the ““ one fold,” the figure is taken from

the hill-sides of Palestine, where shep-
berds pastured their sheep. In none

of these cases is there reference to a
church-relationship. Nowhere are all
believers called one church. When
Christ prayed that his people *‘ may
be one,” potice that he does not say one
church. The nearest approach, in any
verse, to the idea of a great universal
church, is in the celebrated passage in
Paul's Epistle to the Hebrews, where
he speaks * of the general assembly and
church of the first-born which are writ-
ten in heaven.” This verse would be
pertinent if the inquiry related to one
of the names of the saints above. But
the question now is not what Christians
are called **in heaven,” but about the
usage of the word church with relation
to Christians on earth, The use here
is figurative. The inspired writer
takes the church, an earthly institution
and uses it to sot forth the state of
glorified saints above. The verse con-
tains not even a hint as to this phan-
tom of one great spiritual, invisible and
universal church,

The usage of which I complain is
not only not authorized, but is exactly
opposed to the Scriptural usage of the
word* In two, and ouly in two, senses
is the word church used in the New
Testament. It is used ( [st) generically
i. e., to describe a certain kind of in-
stitution. DPrecisely in the same way
we use the word “jury” to describe
an institution ordained by law, or the
« Senate’” to describe a branch of our
government, In neither of these cases
do we mean a particalar jury or a
particalar Senate. Much less do we
mean one great universal jury composed
of all that ever sat in a jury box, or &
great invisiblé Yenate composed of all
that ever sat in a Senate chamber.
We use a word in these cases to des-
cribe an institution. So our Lord,
foreseeing his followers gathered finto
churches, says in certwin cases, one is
to ** tell it to the church.,” But (2nd)
the specific use ot the word is .more
common. Kach company of baptized
believers, according to the Acts, who
were near enough to make it conven-
ient, organized themselves, under apos-
tolic direction or permission, into a
church, with all the rights, privileges
and duties that in the Epistles are laid
upon such an organized body, On
them was laid the duty of admitting or
excluding members, of administering
the ordinan es, of public worship on
the Lord's day, of frequently assembling
for prayer and praise, of maintaining
doctrine, of walking in fellowship, of
promoting the growth of the whole
body, of doing each and every church
duty the Master had required. To
these separate churches lipistles were
addressed, nnd when there were more
than one, Puul is careful to use the
plural—as in the notice of * the
churches in Asia.”

The usage of which I complain is
mischievous. It tends directly to
loosen the church-bond by renderiog it
indefinite. It will be a phantom bend
that binds one te-a phantom church.
There are men who talk of * the cause ”
rather than of the ghurch, and glory in
the fact that they are not sectarian, but
Jove the whole cause of God, as if a
man would love universal mankiod the
less for loving his own fawmily the
more.

Then, too, the church right of disci-
pline is denied. * If," it is said, * a
man is a Christian, and so a member of
the uuiversal, why expel him for her-
esy in doctrine? His heart may be
right.” 8o, too, it is said, * Why re-
ject & convert for doctrinal unsound-

-

Sine virili vemive ;

the *

@

urch invisible" or the * church

not admit him to the visible church "
So that honest striving for the faith and
honest church discipline have come to
be regarded as persecution.

‘New Testament, this is a church duty
‘to be done at a church meeting, pre-

e —— e ———————— DR

church leads also direotly to looseness
as to the ordinances of the church.
[n the formative processes of the
church, as seen in the Acts, the ordin-
ances, or rather one of them, was
sometimes administered without direct
reference to membership in a church

Bat this was always where the church
idea was only half-grown. For the
church idea is a growth, and not a
thing of creation by any express char-
ter or constitation. It is a growth.
It has its acorn form, its sapling form
in the Acts. but its full grown form is
found in the Epistles. Writing to a
church, Paul says, ** I praise you that
ye keep the ordinanc:s as [ delivered
them to you" Klsewhere we bhave
directions about the church duty of
keeping them. Mark that a church is
to keep them., The old form of bap-
tizing *into the fellowship of the
church” is warranted by Paul’s words
about coaverts who are described as
“ first giviog themselves to the Lord
and uato us (the church) by the will of
God.” When Baptists make a stand
for church rights in the church duty
of the Lord’s Supper, the false theory
of a * church universal” furnishes their
oppounents with a sneer about close
commupion. Because, as we read the

cisely as is the duty of settling a pas-
tor, choosing deacons, admitting or dis-
missing members—we are not a little
reviled, Such revilers forget that it is
not us, but the Master, whom they re-
vile ;—the Master who took the organ-
ized twelve, the church germ, to the
upper room. Neither he nor his
Apotsles invited, or authorized us to
invite, all believers or all baptized
believers to the church-meeting where
we celebrate the Lord's Supper.
A wau's church relationship is with
him what he makes of it. Hanging
loosely by the skirts of the church, it
will do bhim little good. But let him
choose his friends among ** the breth-
ren of the holy tie,” and his profit will
appear to all. Let him often siog

* With them numbered may we be
Here and in eternity,"

Aod the church-bond is also the
bond of charity. There isa good deal
of humau pature in most churches.
Aud our brother’s iwperfections leave
room for the grace that loves Christ's
image, even when that image is some-
what obscured. He is the best Chris-
tian in this grace of charity who cap
forgive the most. And the. bo:d of
church labor is also to be strengthened,
A church is set to maiotain the truth,
[tis worth exactly what of truth it re-
presents, That truth is God’s power
unto man's salvation only as it is used
by a church in faith and prayer. A
church uvited; and her power concen-
trated, now lifts up her arms a suppli-
ant for the converting Spirit, and now
reaches out her arms across the sea,
and drops her bepeficence into tae
hand of a toiling. wissionary in
Burmab. She is always at work
in some way for her Master. Living
thus : loving each other; forbearing to-
wards a brother's infirwmity ; praying
together, sorrowing and rejoicing, each
member is stroonger for the church-
bond on earth, and better fitted for
the final guthering where there shall be
one fold and oue shepherd.—Ex. &
Ch.
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THE QUEEN AT THE PAPER.
MILL.
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them. The queen had

denied * ** He is in the spiritual, why

The queen was riding out in her
grand carriage, the horses tossing their
plumes as if they felt themselves a lit-
tle bet er than common horses, and the
footmen all decked out in red, feeling
that they had something royal about
always bad |
everything she wanted, avd so was

uite miserable because she could not
think of a want to supply or a uew

{ WHOLE SERIES.
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At l'a-st.m;hve; bethought her that they

had just been building a new paper-
mill & few miles out of the city. Now
she had never seen a paper mill, and
Liooseness atout one’s views of the | 8o she determined to stop a little way

off, there leave her carringe, and walk
in, not as a queen, but as an unknown
common lady. She went in alone, and
told the owner she would like to see
his mill. He was in a great hurry,
and did not know that she was the
queen. DBut be said to himself, *“ 1
can gratify the curiosity of this lady
and add to her knowledge ; and though
I am terribly hurried, yet I will do this
kindness.” He then showed her all
the machinery; how they bleach the
rags aud make them white ; how they
grind them into pulp ; how they make
sheets and smooth them, and dry them
and make them beautiful. Thke queen
was astonished and delighted. She
would now have something new to think
about and talk about.

Just as she was about leaviog the
mill she came to a room filled with old
worn-out, dirty rags. At the door of
this room was a great multitude of
poor, dirty men and women and chil-
dren, bringing old bags on their backs
filled with bits of rags and papers,
parts of old newspapers and the like,
all exceedingly filthy. These were rag-
pickers, who bad picked these old
things out of the streets and gutters of
the great city.

+¢ What do you do with all these vile
thiogs ?" said the queen.

“ Why, madam, I make paper out
of them. To be sure, tiey are not
very profitable stock, but L can use
them, and it keeps these poor creatures
in bread.”

“ But these rags! Why, sir, they
are of all colors, and how do you make
them white "

«Oh, I have the power of tak-
ing out all the old colors. You see
that *scarlet’ and *erimson ;' yet I
can make even scarlet and crimson,
the hardest colors to remove, be-
come as white as snow.”

« Wonderful ! woonderful!” said the
queen.

She then took her leave; but tho
polits owner of the mill insisted on
walki g and seeing her safe in her car-
riage. When she got in and bowed to
him, ‘with a smile, and he saw all the.
grand establishment, he kuew it was
the queen. .

« Well, well !" said he, ‘‘ she has
learned something, at any rate. I wish
it may be a lesson in true religion.”
A few days after, the queen found
lying upon her writing-desk a pile of
the most beautiful polished paper she
had ever seen. Ou each sheet werethe
letters of her own name, and her
own likeness. How she did admire it.
She found, also, a note within, which
she read. It ram thus:

cept a specimen of my paper, with the
assurance that every sheet was manu-
factured out of the contents of those
dirty bags which she saw on the backs
of the poor rag-pickers ? All the filth
and colours are washed out,and I
trust the result is such as even a queeny
-way admire. Will the queen also allow
me to say that I have had maoy a good
sermon_preached to me in my mill ?
I can understand how our Lord Jesus
Christ can take the poor heathen,
the low, sinful creatures everywhere,
viler than the rags, anod wash them
and
the®® sins be as scarlet, he can make
them whiter than snow'; and 'though
they be red, like crimson, he cin make
them as wool.' And I can see that
he can write his own name upon their

name on each sheet of paper; and I
can see how, as these filtty rags
may go into the palace and be ever
admired, some poor vile sinners may be
washed in the blood of the Lamb, and
be received into the palace of the great

Times.
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world is made up of the graces, not
only of good men and women, but also

place to visit.

of little ohildten.

“ Will my queen be. pleased to ae- ‘

ake them olean ; and how, thoughs

foreheads, as the queen will find her-

King of heaven."—Sunday School’

All that is good and beautiful in the:
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