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For- the Christian Messenger,

PROCFEDINGS OF THE]
FORFIGN MISSSION.
ARY BOARD.

An adjourned ‘meeting of

of the Leinster T treet Church at 7 30
o'clock.
McL. Seely, Chairman, Revs. 1. E.
Bill, W. P. Everett, G. M. W, Carey, |
Bro. A. W. Masters, the Secretary, |
ﬂlld “?‘0. Z G. Gabel. ']'uu.sur«-'r. |
Rev. James Spencer and Bro. Hay.
being present, were invited to seats
with the Board,

Prayer by Rev. J. Spencer. Miu-
utes ol Jaust mweeting read and ap-
proved.

A note was read froms Messrs. C. & |
E. Everett, offering the use of the
room in their building in King Street
for meetings of the Board. 4

Resolved, That this generous offir be
ACCt p'c‘i, ard that the thanks of the Board |
be presented to Messrs, Everett, |

A lettr from Rev. A. R. R. Craw- |

ley to the Treasurer was reud, in

which he states that he is obliged on .

account of imoaired health to discon- |
tinue his connection with this Board
as their financial agent in Burmah.
R:solved, That ¢he Awerican Baytist
Miv-eiulmr.v Union bhe requested to take
charge of and remit tunds provided hy this
.Board for the support of our missionaries
it Burmah unsi/ the establishment of our |
independent tmission.

A motion was made that the sum of |
$153.00 (316 rupees) be remitted to |
Bro. Crawley, in consideration of his
past serviees as our fivancial sgent |

The above motion to lie on the table |
till next Board meeting.

A bill was presented from “Miss
Norris for $55.00, (111 rapees) be'ng |
gravelling expenses. &e., incurred dur. |
1t g missio ary tours, |

Resolved, That to the annual allowance |
of §25.00, already mude to Mirs Norris for
travolling expenses, &e., o sufficient suw
be added o pay the above bill.

|
Voted to adjourn till the second
Monday evening in Jauvuvary, 1873
Prayer by Rev. W. P, Everett.
W. B. Boges Secretary.
St. Jokn, N. B., Dec. 16th, 1872.

|
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For the Christian Messenger,
Dear ]'.'Ji/ur,-é—

The fire, when the, so called, Hul
of the World, was recently consumed, |
must bhave presented to lookers-on, a
most sublime, and awfully selemn
spectacle. The flames leaping. and
dancing, frow building to building, |
aud frowm street to street. the crashing |
of fallivg walls, the shricks of fright- |
ened women and children, the bustling |
of men and thiogs, the flylog in all |
directions, of locomotives, and all|
manuver of vehicles, the flying ciuders,
and voluwes of smoke, aud deep ana- |
ious look, on the countenance of each |
person.  All .these things, and much |
more, it woull be impossible to mon-
tion conspired to make the scene an
Hipressive obe, Nowridhd> those, who
were the lmmediate spectators, alove
ghare \he anxiety. Mauy parents, and
others far away, soon heard the thrill-
ing news, ** Boston is oo fire!” Aund |
Ob ! bow deeply they too felt, as they’|
thought of loved ones, in that devoted |
city. Are they secure ! have they |
saved their goods? I wmyself, have |
had wany anxious thoughts, nud feel. |
ings, which, it would be superfluous to
detail, DBut, as I have reflected upon |
the Boston fire. I have been led luto |
the future, and my cogitations have
centered aro ind a scene foretold by
"the Apostle Peter, see 20d Peter, 3rd |
obapter, and I have thought, if the
oub of the world, t. e, the City of |
Bosten, on fire was as owve ol your |
correspondents has said, the greatest
sight the world ever saw, which by the
way, I think is not quite a fact, what
will it be, to see the World itself wrapt

|
|
|

the |
Foreign Missionary Board was beld |
this evening in the Committee Room |

| say to

despiser of Christ remember: The
mourning which will then commence,
shall never ehd.. ‘Alas! * who shall
dwe!l with devouring fire? Who shal!
dwell with everlasting burning?” **0

dear sinver ! I beseech you,** flee from
Seek a refuge, |

the wrath to comé.”
while it-may be found. soon it will be
too late, Christ is the only refuge for

Members present : Hon, A | JOUr soul.” Accept of him, as He is of-

feved to you in the Gospel. And do
it now, lest you hear the Lord Jesus
you at last, * Depart, for I

" called and you refysed, 1T will laugh at

your m!amiﬁ“’nnd moek now that your
fear has come.” O, think how blest.
the lot of those who, h\:n‘ing' ucct'pted
of Clirist, shall be able to look on the
dread reality of a burving world, and
lift up their joyful heads, and sing iu

| the words of the Poet,

Then fail this earth, let stars decline,

Let sun and moon refuse to shine

All nature #ink and cease to he

That Heavenly Muansion stands lor me.

And O may I be there.—Amen.
. 8. MorTon.

P. 8. Twish my correspoudents to

ford, and not Nitauz, as

in the Western Association

and Belcher's Almanac.

uppvnw

The Christian Ressenger,

in fire. 1 wouder how wany souls

will, at that day, be stripped of all |
Every soul, who |

they bave beld dear.
shall be found lovers of the world,or the
things that are iu the world, more than
lovers of God, will at that duy, be
heard to lament, sod wail, for although
they may earvestly seck u refuge, they
shall find none, for the Henveus being
on fire shall be dissolved, and the
earth, and the works that  re therein
shall be burued up A4k /! poor soul!

you who have treasure stored up on
earth, aud no Home in Heaven, how
anxious you will be at that day, to
share the lot of those humble children
of God, who perhaps, you have, or
may be, even at this moweut, disduin-
ing in your beart. Ob! yes; there
-51 be mourning indeed, when the

last fire burns all things here.” Let the

Haltax, N. 8., December 25, 1872.

A MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL!

The auspicious morning has arrived !
Christmas has come,

realization of what perbaps they had

' before but seme very dim prospect or

hopes, Pareuts aud children in many
households huve to-day some new joy s,
the possession of which will make it 10
thean meworable,

We are not guite sure that the obser-

Lord's life is either serijptural or pro-
fituble. They are mostly of heathen ori-
gin, and simply pagan festivals changed
by appropriating them to events in the
early history of Christianity, generally
without any reference to their being
the anniversaries of the days or events
so commemorated, And yet, neverthe-
lers, the time-Lonored practice of de.
viting THE 25TH DAY OF DeCeEmBER
to & iccalling of the events of the na-
tivity of our Lord, and the presenta.
tion of gifts, iniwitation ot the act of
* the wise men,” who brought presents
of *gold, frankincense and myrrh,” 10
the intaut Me:siah, bhas so much of plea-
rure to old and young in connection
therewith, that we prefer 1o extract all
the good we can from it rather than to
denounce the obscrvance as lm\'iug LO
gamd at all n It W Lilst Imwpver
we would not shew any needless dis-
respect lor the observauce of the day,
weshave no idea that any New Testa-
ment doctrine or precept quirt-s such
observance, The love of God to us in
the giit of his Son for our redemption
is the gredt theme of the season, and
is always profitable as a suliject of con-
templation and social intercourse, .

If we have the opportunity of shew-
ing that we value this Gift, aud can im-
part to others the menns of happiness,
no scason is more appropriate than this
for so doing.

Family gatherings and friendly greet.
ings add charms to every family circle
at this time of the year. The lutle oncs

have their hearts made glad by new |

delights trom their friend<, and theolder

" ones have the * more blessed,” in be-

ing the dongrs, so that thrills of joy go
from heart to heart, m: kg ull glad,
grateful and happy. In thivking of
the many joyous households into which
we shall be privileged to enter and
offer the cordial greeting with which
we commence the preseut article, we
would fain hope thut most of pur rea.
ders have by faith seen Him to whom
the Star led the wise men, and are now
pregared, not only to imitate them in
douations to the cause of their Saviour,
and also in gifts to others ; Lut also {o
their homage to Jesus as their King
and Lord, and bave thus been made
partakers of that which the angels pro-
claimed, and which constituted the hap-
piness of the heavenly ehoir: * Peace
on earth, good will to men,"”

“

HUMILIATION AND
PRAYER.

The following is an extract from the
published Minutes of the Laptist Con-
vention =

 The Committee on the State of the De-
nomination presented their Report, which

DAY OF

was wdopted, sud ordered W be printed

with the Minutes

Resolved, That the Churches be recom-
mended tu set apart the first duy of Junu-

THE CHRISTIAN

B———

' tel igently the recommendation of the

" . L n Prince Edward lsland, averages not quite
' address me at Mi/lville, Upper Ayles- | : e

&\lluut('ﬂ |

slonary work of tie denomination s yet
vapce of days baving reference to our |

L geocrally attaiced, tie Church will ** urise

'lhea« that

ary h_ex-;ﬁ;;-a_v_l)a—-y of ilumilmtiun and
Prayer for the outpouring of the Llvly
Spirit.”

The said Report may be found on

page 37 of the Minutes, which bave |

been forwarded to th8 Churches com-
yrised in the Convention, and should
{»c read and carefully considered to
enable the brethren to follow out in.

Convention.  We may make an extract
or two for the benefit of those who have
not at hand a copy of the Minutes.
After presenting a summary of the
Statisties of the Churches,shewing that
in -thd three Associations there are
811 churches, comprising 28,977 mem

bers aud that there were during the |

past year 804 baptisms, it proceeds :

Tt must be acknowledged that thie State
of the Churches, as represented in these
satistics, 8 far from satistactory. ‘I he.
number of couversions during the year, in-
dicated by the bapusios, avernges ncarly
four to a Chureh in Nova Seotia, und not
quite one-and a-ball in New Brunswick
'f‘he nett inciease in these two Provinees is
about 24 jer ceot., a rlight advance on last
year's recurns. The number ot baptisme

three to a Chureh. ,

Nive hiethren have been ordained to the
Chrstian Muistry rince the last meeting
ol the Convention,

Four new Cuurches have been constituted,

A ionsufficient supply of ministers s
still to be deplored. 'f'here are 103 Chureh
8 10 Nova Deotin, but only 58 jastors : in
New Bruswick there ure but 45 pastors 1o
134 Churchies. It s true, that in several

- PR U———

MESSENGER.
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use of them is commenced at such sea
sons. Where the habit had

there has been a partial reformation, i

is often the case, that, being tempted to

partake, and yielding, the old habi
returns with all its former foree, and so

at the invitation of some injudicious
» friend, oftentimes a lady, who thinks
that friendship is promoted by imbibing
of the maddening beverage, a terrible
relupse follows; thenthe good work has

to_be repeated or destruction is sure,

Mauny. good temperance ladies, ou
New Year's Day, provide a cup of cof-

fee iustead of wine for their friends whe
call to offer them kind greetings or t
renew old friendships. Those who dc
this may have the gatisfaction of kuow-
ing that they have not coutributed to
the downfall of any who might so ‘-
dulge and suffer for it subsequently.

-

up of partaking of intoxigating drinks, | practive of the churches and geotions
and in very many cases the habitual

o been
formed, und, alter seeing the evil of i,

e e A e

—

of churches, when deprived of the
- | sarvices of a minister still to meet to.
gether at their appoioted times for
reading the Scriptores, social prayer
t | and worship ; but we believe there are
many more places where, in the absence
t | of & minister there is no attempt made
, | by the brethren to (ome together fop
the public worship of God, We com.
mend to such the counsels of Bro.
Sprague and doubt not that in many
places, a large‘blessing would descend
upon such assemblies. The promise
left by our Lord is * Where two or
threeare gathered together in ny name,

them am l-in the the midst of them.”

)
. - e

OUR BLIND.

)
)

We feel that no apology iv needed
for calling the attention of our readers -

and the public generally to thie afflict.
ed class of persons among us. For it
must be conceded that none have a

Many of our readers are unacquaint- | stronger claim on our sympathy, while

of the following.

acquaiuted with him, and he with them
as we believe it will be for their mutua
benefit in the service of our Lord und
Muaster : —

Wing Harsor, 1301 December 1872,

Dear Mr. Selden ,—

As a stranger
home with

in Nova Scotia, but a
all those who love our Lor

Instances winistering brethren spread their
lub urs over two or three Churches, and
thus endeavour (though inadequat ly) t

o | compenrate for the dificiency ; yet stul, 73 |
L'en thousand | ;

Chittle hieatts are now swelling 1o the | Brunewick, are reported a8 entirely desti

Chuiches in Nova Seotia and 59 in New

tute «f pastoral lnbour, 1 it be said that
wany vt thoee Churches are swall, and un
uble to support pustors, the lact may e
admitied ; but the inlerence will be that
the nuniber of bome miselonuries should
be greatly inerea-cd, and (he terws of their
appointments longthencd, - The home ms-

but uuperiectly done. I tive missionarics
were perwmanently employed in each Pro
vinee, besides veewsional issistance rendered
tw wedk Churches, there would he anmple
scope for enerpy, and the bendfits 1o the
good eaure would be incalculable,

What is needed awong us, we repeat,
is intelhigent, Leartlelt, ¢ ntinuous godli-
ness ; and that, not as a dietinction of here
und there a gilted vne, but the charactoris- .
tic of all. The ** lagheér christian iile, ' as
it is sometimes termwed, 18 the privilege and
duty ot ‘all believers.  When it slmll be

and shiine, bheeause her light is come, and
because the glory of the Lord is riscn

to express my approval of the truths gene
rally taught in the Christian Messenger
und trust its cuculation may be increasce
ten old.

wen laboring in connection with the N,
quite in aceordance with the New Tista
went waching, as I will try to egplain,

of those who have prifersed to have receive
the Lord Jesus hy fuith in their hearts. an
there dre gathered together and forn
cENntres

of hight, truth and godness

deplorable, as sheep wanting & shepherd
wnd the ullly way W get out ol the nlcep

stute, 18 to send Ministers to pre.ch the
Those who are already
ga Lered intu the fold, do nut surely want

Uur| el to them,

the Gospurd prrm‘htd w them ! A« Pau

tewchers, ye have need that vne teach yo

upon hecr,”

These l-lcsriugc are to bhe diligc lll).\l
rought. He who *¢ heareth prayer' wili |

rewurd the faith of his people, and give |

flect w0 huly induastry.

It was uuder such considerations as
the Couvention made
above recomwendation, Nowe of the
churches may huve made arrangements
for meetings ou the Day named, and are
lovking forward to a presentation of
such considerations as may result in
stimulating prayer, and awakeuing a
dmfpc‘r senuse of hulm!il_y before God,

- In others it may be that there will be

no opportunity for so asscmbling to.
gether, The day may nevertheless be
observed with devout teelings, aud so
beeome equally profirable and acerpta-
ble betore God,© We trust that a year
80 begun, with sincere, ea vest Prayer
end genuvine Humilistion may ‘be so

crowned with blessings that it will close |

with Thauksgiving aud Praise.
-

“ TeMPraNCE CLERGYMEN IN
Havivax."—The Abstainer of lust
week in unswer to a request of “un
enrnest Son of Temperauce,” gives a
list of the ministers believed to be
“ total abstainers and earnest promoters

of the temperance movement,” us fol-
lows ;=

A Bnmn.
Roman Catholic,—Revds. Thomas J.
l)ald and Joseph Murphy

‘esleyan,— Revds, Dr. Pickard, Juseph |

Rogers, John Read, Huury Pope, Jumes
Strothard, and —— Johnson., '
Presbyterian,~ Revds. John Campbhell,

John Forrcet, J. Fraser Cawpbell, snd P.
G: MeGregor.
Baptist,—Revds. E. M. Saunders, J. E.
Gouelier, Dr. Clay, John Miller,
Congregational ,—Rev. Joseph Elliott,
IN DARTMOUTH
Rev. A. 8 Hunt, Baptist
Rev J B. Richardson. Episcopal.
Rev J. . Aoguin, Wesleya
Rev. A, W. Nichoulson, do.
Rev. A Fuleuner, Presbyterian,
The ahove gives & list ol twenty-twe in
Halifax and five in Dartmouth,

_The suggertion to embrace the ops
portunity ol the present senron, L0 in-
culeate temperance principles is a good
one, .

With many people Ubri-tmas and
New Year's festivities are largely made

the |

oracles ol God.”
need of milk,
pt rlecton ?

our Lord, do not often weet except & win
ister be present, no pn:jer meetings, n
weetings for reading God » word, and de

claring what he hus done for their souls, |

maintuin that such a stute of things vugh

not’to he countennpced by ministers, or

mewbers of our churches  Christ's peo
Lple shodd weet t gether for prayer an

eonference, minister or no minisler § a8 in

olden time, ** Those who feared the Lan¢
sjake olten one W dnother,” wnd the npos
tohie injunetion ** not forsaking the assem

ul some."”

\\’ha#v«r there is & mun o

Jy should bhurst out,
| place, hy such,

If'a minister come hy, (and may thei

business. is calling sinners W repentant

their most holy faith
It is o often taught that no sueccessiu

i his cmmissaties are on the alert, and 8
' wide & ficld remains untilled hewr labors

outside ; the ingathered  oned, wesistin

each cther in every good word and work,

thin let us one and wll guther Ires
strength at the loot of the cross, ** in
we us prolessors  doing what we ought

menns aod sgeneics,
the gift of speceh, go out intd the higt

A eall, But let us also,
Christ, Jo wiat we can,

hut rether burning hight, love, and moal,

out its priveiples successfully.
Yours very sincerdly,
JunN Brracus,

culled sttention

’q-——'

ed with vur worthy brother, the writer
We hope they may

soou have the opportunity ‘ f becoming

Jesus Christ in sincerity and trath, | beg

In the last week or two your remarks
and the r«purls from some uf the younp

Bpust Missionary S.ciety are, [ think not

Fhe distriets mentioned are unmy popu-
lated, dotte” here and vhere are the homes

to live to His glory and praiee ; many of
Chrnistian Churelus, and others should e

arcund which to rally, The state of theee
b l»he is in the reports intimated to be

sard ¢ For when tor the thme ye ought to be

agsin which be the first |»riuviple- ol the
Such are bubes and have
Where is the going on

As u rule even those who proless to lave

bimg ol )ourm-lv«u tugett.er, us Lhe manner

woinnh in a Tafily whose heart G W has
opened, from that soul the lile, love and

The work ol grace | to
in the heart nnd life need not g, and all
r\'nngel ¢ t‘ﬂ"l’l, rhuuld bo wade n chl‘y

number be inercased) receive him with wll
kinduess, and love, but he Joes not preach
the gospel to those 1n the fold, in the reane
he does to those outside, while his chiel

his duty to wiints is to build tham up in

work in our Muster's iame, can be earried
| on execpt by the Ministers, und the mem-
bers thers fore are excmpt from work ; with-
out detructing in the **least fiom their
Episcopal,~— Revds. Cagon Cochran and | usclulness in the fold, yet while Sutan and

think should be cliefly eonfined t) those

While our population is 8o scattered, we

Connnot expact to have a Minicter next door,
K J. SBmith, C. B, Publado, A. t‘imlwm,‘

need (0 Jesus go,” and work while it is
called t day, Bouls wre perichivg ; Are

Are we nut at ense in Zion?  Multiply
Let those who have

wiys und the hedyes, and sound the Gpe-
who wre in

It such were the ouse, we should hear of
little doeadness nuwongst Chureh members,

In this way ouly 1 thiok, ean we be
New Testwment professors, and so carry

We are glad that our brother bins
to this mater. In
muty loculiti 8 we kuow it to be the

to none possibly has less sympathy
hitherto been shown, The muunificent
charity of the late Wm. Murdock, Esq.,
| with the smaller sums coutributed by
| | others, and -a small grant from the
i | Legislature have indeed been sufficient
to provide a building,"in which a few
blind persons are receiving instruc-
tion. But this Iostitution is far from
meeting the necessities of the case,
For if it were large enough properly”
to accommodate all the blind of the
Provinee—which may be doubted,—
| only asmall fraction of the number
i | are able Lo meet the expenses of at-
tending it. Thyre are,we believe,from
80 to 100 blind persons in the Pro.
vince, one halt of whom at least shovld
now be participating in the benefits
of this lustitution,  But, as is usually
the case with the blind—probably be-
cause the poor can least afford the
remediul attention which a tendency
1| to blindness requires in its incipieut
|| stages—the majority of these are
among the indigent, The oune dozen
or filteen now utteuding the lustitu.
tion are there simply because they, or
their friends for thew, canuot command
the money which is required to “pay
v | the bills, But the rewaining 30 or
40, nor being thus favored, must grope
their way to the grave, without even
tasting the pleasure which christinn art
| | has -devised for the mitigation of th ir
sad lot,
| What.then is required is that the
Government should not puly see that
a suitable building is provided, aund
equipped with suitable teachers and
appuratus ~for the education of the
.| blind, but they should also provide
y | means of sopport for those who ure
- | not able to support themselves while
attending such lustitution.  We main-
tain that the Government should do
_ | this rather thao leave it to the fickle,
i | spasmodie, nnequal ch rities ot the
general publiec. “A pressing appeal 10
i | the people might result in secaring a
- | sum sufficieut to work the lustitution
“| fur o single year ; but the voluntuary
coutributions of the people, howsever
urgently solicited, coultd hardly be
expected to meet its wants from year
yeur, Aud if they did, they would
chiefly come from the pockets of the
benevolent few ; whereus all the peo-
ple, aud according to their means,
would contribute to that which is indi.
reetly given through the proviucial
Lreasury. Wiy

Moreover jusitice demands  that. the
jovernment muke adequate —provi-ion
tor the education of the blind, The
priveipal drain upon the revenues of
the Province is for the education of
those who have eyes, Where then is
the justice that denies such help to
those who have no eyes? Surely, if
diserimioation 15 made at all, it should
b in favoer of those who ure absoluie-
ly incapable of helping themselves.
By our excellent school law, the door
ot the school house is thrown open to
all the school- oing population, and
the children of the rieh aud poor may
i | sit as equals at the same desk, Why
0} then should the blind chiddien he vite
tually obliged to stuy at howe, or, by
2 | depending ou a churitable public for
the means of instruction, obtain it on
the level of mere puupers?
) Besides, such provision by the gov-
ernmeunt is comwended on the grou d
of ecovomy. Nothing is more certain
than that the biiud, if not educated
and thus qualified 10 obtain a liveli-
hood for thewmselve:, must, wuuy of
them, by and hy, be supported in he
poor house. Apd bow ivhuman, to
say the least, to permit the blind to
suffer for that for which they were in
O WAy re sible, auvd wiieh might
have becn largely remedied, had uot
their rights, ws members of soeioty,
been withholden from them,

t
]
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