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A MISSIONARY HYMN.
‘““OVYER THE SEA."”

BY MARGARET MASON,

The sails are set, the anchor weighed,
Our ship goos sailing, salling,

Come west winds from your cloudy cares,
In breezes never failing.

'Tis break of day, and far astern
[ watch the seaweed drifting,
The coming dawn from off tho sea,
The shades of night are lifting.

0, 1avs of light ! from out the east
Ye bring the voice of walling,
Come, Holy Spirit, breathe on me

Thy comfort never failing,

To lands tar‘off, for thee, O Christ,
1 go to tell the story :

Shine thee upon that sea of souls,
Aud flood it with thy glory .t

The joys I leave are but to me,
As seaweed idly drifting,

For on that sea of human souls
I watch the shadows drifting.

Yo west winds blow, thou ship speed on,
My hopes are with thee sailing,

O, Holy Spirit, breathe on me
Ig comtert never tailing,

So shall my heart for work so great,
Be strong in 1ts endeavor,

Until my soul above its féars
Is lifted up for ever,

A eligions,

v o s e S —

s OUR PRAYER-MEETING.

oy

Mr, Beecher's ‘prayer-meeting has
its reporters, but nobody has ever
taken notes of ours. It is quite ua-
known to fame, and is so small that
an addition of a single regular attend.
ant is an important circumstance.
When Mrs, Hartley and her daughter
came to live ut the Ridge House, next
door, I expeoted to see them at church
of course, but their appearance at the
first Friday evening service was a joy-
ful surprise. My dear neice KEsther,
who went to please mfe rather than
herself, suffered uncommonly that
evening from the little infelicitiea of
the meeting. .- She listened for stran.
gers to the harsh tones of Brother A.
as he prayed that our pastor might
‘* feel the burden of our souls weigh-
ing him to the ground, and might
preach so as to fill this room with in.
quiring sinners ;" thus suggesting
that it was the pastor's fault if it
was not full now. - And Esther winced
at good Brother B's usual repetition
of God's sacred Name, once or even
twice in every seutence of his prayer.
Mr, C"s warm heart broke out in such
forvent pleading, so triumphant and
tender, that I never minded the bad
grammar ; and then the minister led
us into the green pastures ot the Bible
and fed us with honey out of the rock,
I went home uplifted and refreshed,

Next morning, Esther and I stepped
over to the Ridge House to offer our
assistance in ;etting settled before
Sunday. We carried some cakes and
a pie fresh from the oven; for, as I
said to Ksther, * Since Mrs. Hartley
is & Friday eveniog Christian, we can
dispense with formalities and be friends
at once.” I believe I said as much
to Mrs. H. herself, by way of friendly
apology. She seemed delighted, and
#aid there were indeed some curtains
to finieh, for which the workmen were
waiting while shie was needed to super
intend some othermatter. Ho we were
quickly seated with Miss Hartley, amid
high white piles of lace and muslin,
and were at home withrher in a trice.

“How very kind this is,” said she
with brightening eyes and color. ** It
Wwas hard to sew alone his morning, I
4m 80 tired with our moving."”

“You must be,” answered Esther,
I wondered that {ou could go. out to
Weeting last evening,.”

“It would have seemed unnatural
to stay away,” said Miss, H * Besides
wy mother thousht it would rest us,

sad really, it di

IT IS NOT INTERESTING.

“You will be more than welcome
at the meeting,” snid Esther, **but I
wish for your sake it was more inter-
esting.”
~ “We enjoyed it last night, replied
Miss Hartley, * Thatman who spoke
80 brokenly said exactly what I needed
and we were happy to find that we are
to have such a good minister as Mr.
Shepherd.” |

“T was afraid you would think the
brethren pretty tedious,” said Ksther,
glancing at the young lady and notie.
ing. as no one could help doing, her
air of refinement and elegance,

“ But when one is tired it is very
helpful to have others lift or lead the
thoughts," answered Miss Hartley,

“ I suppose some unpleasing things
are to be taken for granted in any
gathering of all sorts ot people.”

asked Ksther, eagerly, sure of sym.
pathy at last. ** | conless that T need
my aunt's wish, my regard for Mr.
Shepherd's (eelings and my covenant
vow—all three—to keep me constant
at this particular ordinance.’ I think
[ should get more good by staying at
home, and I cannot see that I am
called upon to be interested in what
is not interesting.

“ My mother used to tell me," re-
plied Miss Hartley, smiling, * that an
‘interesting’ meeting was not the ob.
ject ; and that, if we went to meet the
Lord, nobody but ourselves could spoil
our meeting." _

“ But what do you do when some
dull or ambitious or foolish speech is
made ? Does not such an offense to
one's taste hinder religious feeling "

* Mother taught me, in such a
onse,” answered Miss Hartley, “‘with a
blush, *to be praying for tge speak-
er. She said that whispering in that
hidden way, as if into the ear of the
Saviour, would bring us consciously
near Him, and wake us too humble
and loving for criticism, And as noth.
ing comes very much amiss, if we foel
that Christ shares it, she thinks we
can say, when an’thinq is really bad,
‘ Lord, if Thou can'st bear this I can.'”

“ Miss Hartley,” said I, * I foresee
that you will do us a world of good,
The young people have almest for
saken our prayer-meeting, and they
need some one of their own age to
bring them back. We old folks ean-
not do it, though we know they could
make-the meeting interesting by coming
to it."”

MAKE IT INTERESTING.

‘ Now Aunty,” protested KEsther,
“ What can youang ladies do ?"

‘“* Sing and pray, Ksther, and set
an example |  Your voice cheers every-
body in the vestry, and you know how

ou felt the help of Miss Hartley's ulto
ast evening, The praise of God is a
chief duty, and claims your zeal and
is at the same time a chiefl attraction to
the meeting. I suppose you know that
if ten or twelve of our young ladies were
regularly present and heartily alive
about it, there are ten or twelve young
gentlemen who would feel the influence
and come too. Twenty or more new
attendants would attradt others.”

* Nota Pcnicularly religious motjve,”
laughed Esther,

“No. But it is always a great thing
to create a right public opinion and a
good babit, and those who come are in
the way of getting good,”

“ A, that is the point in question,”
said Esther, and we dropped the sub.
Ject. |

“ Well, the days went and came,
and we and our new neighbors were
soon (he best of friends. They were
lovely, said Esther, and so said we all,
One evening when Mrs, [lartley was
sitting with me on our plazsa, Esther
came pacing up the garden walk, and
sut down at our feet. She was rather
a brooding and timid mind, and I un.
derstood her when she suid :

“ Mrs. Hartley, what wakes your
Ellen s0 very cheerful ? Was she
born so "

‘* No,” answered Mre. Hartley, “ I
think she had no unusual gift of cheer-

fulness.’

‘*“ And den't they make you nervous,' |

‘Then how did it come? asked
Esther,
‘* Love and trust brought it, I think,"
said her mother; * love to God and
to all that he has made. She gets a
great deal of love in return too, and
that's cheering.” :

‘ But how can she love everybody !
exclaimed Ksther,

“ You must love them ere to you
They will seem worthy of your love,”

quoted Mrs. Hartley,

‘I have been wailing to ask you
something,” pursued Esther after a
pause,  *Kllen tells me you think so
highly and expect so much of the eve.
ning prayer-meetings that I want to
know if they do not disappoint you ¥

IMMANURL I8 THERE,

“ No dear, I have groat hopes about
them, and meanwhile I get great good
from them." You know we Christians
are set here for service,  We are those
who huve duily messages out of Heav-
en, and daily walk and talk with the
King. The closer and more thrilling
this is, the more we believe in the
work we have to do, and in united
prayer and effort, and in the power
and coming of the Holy Ghost, The
greatness of our objeot and the great.
ness of the glory and the unutter
able reward, diguity the humblest
%uthering in the name of Christ, |
don’t think of it as our meeting ; it is
Christ'ss  He is & real presence there.

‘But is this true of your home
prayers too? Is not He really present
there, and could not you pray there
more undisturbedly "

LIVING CHRISTIANS LOVE IT,

““ He would not be present with wme
at bome, I thiok,” said Mrs. Hartley,
“at the time when I ought to be serv.
ving Him where His people are met
togethor, — Bat [ leve to go, I wish to
be with those who love my Saviour.”

“ Still, why need they meet to-
gether, " persisted Ksther. * | am apt to
think that my Christian life is between
wme and God.” '

“ Ah, my dear ohild, the Christian
lifo is not for self. It cannot thrive
unless it goes out-of itself in love and
lubor, Tt will either grow worldly, or
else doubtin1 and gloomy, I never
knew 1t to fail, that a willing withdraw-
al.from the prayer-meetings is accom.
panied by wn evident decline of faith,
love, and zoal. lsn't thero a root dif.
ficulty when one wishes to isolate him.
self from the fellowship of Christians,
and take no interest in united prayer
for the dying world? IHow many of
the promises are given to wunited
p“i"! And who ever heard of any
work prosperiog where | those who
have echarge of it have no consultation,
00 united aoction, ©no sympathy?
Some must meet, and if any, all who
oan, Ifit is right for me to stay away
it is right for all, aud then where is the

meeting ?  The exoeptions only prove
the rule ?"

WORKING CHRISTIANS NEED IT,

‘Yes, I said, **tho prayer-meet.
ing is not an arbitrary oustom got up
by the church,thougk,if it were,we have
pledged to it our diligent attendanoe,
as it is one of the church's ohief ordi.
nances. It is in the nature of things
that fervent, striving souls, reaching
after more kuoowledge of Christ, and
bent on doing Iis work, should come
together for prayer and mutual help,
Perseoution would keep them apart,
Worldliness creeping in might do it.
Forgive me, Esther.'

‘*Yes, nunt,’ said Esther sadly, * I
see. I seem to konow nothing ‘about
Ellen’s love and joy, and I am not
living for Christ, but am thinking of
every other duty first, So why should
I oare to be with Christians,' .

* My darliog ohild,' said I, *if you
see it thero is every hope. You will
begin mnew with & real consecrution
to the Lord, |

‘Yoo indoed,' added Mrs. Hartley,
and don't wait till you are a * fervent
striving soul' before you do distasteful
duties. *Just as I am, must be the
way of coming anew to Christ's service;
in the coming cowies the strength, In

the doing comea the joy of duty, - Then

Christ appears in His uplifting love,
and satisfies ua with ennobling plea.
sures.'— Congregationalist.
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THE AMERICAN BIALE UNION,

Wae have been favored by an advanse
sheet of the 23rd Annual Report of the
American Bible Union presented at
the Annual meeting of the Union, at
New York, on Wednesday last.  Many
of our readers: will be interested in it,

we therefore make the following ex.
traots :

Heathenism depends upon fable,
Romanism is a mixture of truth and
falsehood,  Christianity is pure trath,

Seionoe is truth discovered by man,
Christianity is truth revealed by God,
Soience relates merely to the sensible
‘and the temporal.  Christinnity em.
braces alwo the invisible and the eter.
nal.

Mistakes in science may produce
foarful disaster: an explosion ; a con.
flagration ; a collision of ships ; a orash
of curs ; and the destruction of many
human bodics,

But errors mingled with Christiunity

turies through all the social relations
of n community, and the secret avenues
of each human heart ; and may consign
generation after generation to the final
ruin of those who know not God, and
obey not our Lord Jesus Christ,

The foundation of Christianity is the
Word of God. The whole superstrues
ture must be reared on this, and on
this alone, ' '

Christianity cap be " permanently
maintaived in any community ouly by
a version of the sacred Seriptures for
the common people ; and its exemplifi.
cation in the conduot of the people will
always be materially affected by the
urity and faithfulness of that version,
‘(eligion will be in a great degree
graduated by it. Hence the anxiety
of true reformers to render the word of
God faithfully to those for whom they
labor, _

God himself provided the inspired
Soriptures for the early Christians,
To rescue Kurope frem superstition
and semi-barbarism, Wyckliffe, T'yu-
dule, Krasmus, Luther, and other
worthies, had recourse to the pure
word., In all evangelioal missions, in
modern times, it is ﬁouml and realized,
that a faithful version is indispensable
to sustain and prolong the usefulness
of the miuiomr{. and to elevate the
body of the peeple,

The progress of practical religion in
the world has been marked by the his-
tory of versions of Soripture.

‘he introduction of the Gospel was
closely followed by the writings of the
Kvangelists and Apostles, As the
Gospel extended its way from nation
to nation, it gave oooasion for the
oarly versious, many of whioh have be-
come extinet. The Reformation pro.
duced the modera versions of Europe,
by which it was sustained and perpet.
uated, The era ot modern wmissions
gave rise to the numerous translations
und versions made in the last half cen.
tury for the heathen,

'Fho religious fervor of the Refor
mation gradually subsided. A vew
aspect of the question proseuted itselt,
Jarey and Yates and Judson, in trans.
lating the New Testament, striotly fol.
lowed out the Protestant dootrine, In
accordance with the iuspired Greek,
they rendered *‘baptizo” and its cog.
nates by corresponding terms in Ben.

all and Burmese. The Beritish and
‘oroigu Bible Society and the Ameri.
oan Bible Society, when they were
wade acquainted with this faot, re.
versed the Protestant dootrine, and
declared the conmMoN Enxouism vers
810N the proper staudard in such oases
and refused to patronize any version
whioh did not conform to it,

The Awerican Biblee Union was
founded upon the original Protestant
principle. Its model, and its only
model, is the ivapired original, Its
object is to bring every version eirou.
lated under tho whole heaven, as nears

ly as possible, into perfect accord with

many trail their direful effects for cen-_

that model, s0 as to express to each
nation just what God expressed in the
Hebrew and the Greek to those te
whom they were originally addressed.

Our Spanish Testament has under-
gone three distinot and general re-
visions, with an interval of several
years between the last two, The con-
sequent improvemont has been very
marked,

Our Italian Testamént has not
pissed througn the same number of
revisions, It was made originally in
Malta and Italy, and was subsequently
subjected to & prolonged revision in
this cuuntrly. Very many copies have
been ciroulated, and it has undergone
considerable examination by Italians,
and scholars in other languages, It
sevius proper and desirable that it
should now be subjected to a thorough
revision, - The rewarkable oponing
for its cireulation in ltaly ronders such
a step@the more obligatory at the pre-
sent time,

IFor this objeot, the officers have
held consulation with Rev, W, (. Van
Meter, who is now a missionary in the
ity of Rome, and have nlaced in his
hauds one hundred and eighty volumes
in paper covers, to be distributed by
him among vative Italian scholars, ao-
companied with the request that they
will compare the tranalatiod with the
original and give us their view on two
points ;

1. Its faithfulness as a translation,

_2. Lis idiomatio charaoter in [talian.

We have also requested that they
may note any errors or defeots that
'they may disoover in it, and propose
needed improvements.

Rev. Dr. Lord writes to us from
Ningpo that he has completed both of
the versions which he has been en-
gaged in preparing for the Bible Union ;
the one in the Chinese oharacter, and
the other in the Ningpo oolloquial ;
and that he has begun a oaretul re-
vision of each, before putting them to
pross. ‘

Our Spanish Toestament is still in
great demand, both in Amerioa and
Europe, The two thousand copies
appropriated by us to John W, Butler,
were distributed by him, personally,

the ity of Mexico. :
We have since appropriated for the
use of Bro. Ratler one thousand more

)

vopies.
eligious persecution has evidontly

from a letter addressed to us by three
persons who have been made to feel
the vengoful oharaoter of the Romish
pl‘it‘“hmbd.

The leadiog missionary, **Me, L."
located at Harcelona, writes ;

“1 am glad that you wmentioos the
Nuevo Pacto, I get continual profis
from the cloar and beautiful translation
not havipg time to study the Greek
as I would desire, From the little I
have myself gloaned and obtained from
other sources, I question if any new
Eoglish translation will so fully ex.
pross so many deeply important doo-
trinal parts of the Written word, If the
translators had beeu born in Eastera
lands, and known all the ocustowms,
proverbs, and idiomatioc expres.
sions, they oould not express wmore
olearly many things which have been
hiddeu from aight of wany European
translators,

‘“* As long as the people streteh out

putinto them of The Word of Life, I
think, bowever, that now it would be
time to send out large quantities, either
from Eongland or Spain to CQuba.
There is no diffioulty here, and we
should be especially thaukful for the
Testament in' tho wew, best transla-
tion."

There have been oiroulated within
the last twelve mouths, in Spain, Mex.
i00, nud South Amerioa, more than
six thousand copies of Qur Spaniah
Scriptures.  Of these, nearly five
thousand of the oou\slm Testament
bave beon distributed in Spain aud
Cuba, Thia will make nearly ten
thousand copies in these lately benight.

od countries within the last three years.
The whole number of bound oop{u of
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in the villages and towns surroundiog

recommenced in Mexico, as wo judge

hands, we hope to have something to.
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