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JESUS, AFTER HIS ASCENSION.

S RN ——

The All sufficient Lord,—2 Curinthizmé
xii. 1-10.

Supsect.—The grace of the Lord Jesus
is cficicnt to uvercome all obstacles in the
way uf His servants,

GoLpex Text.= My grace is sufficient for
thee : fur my strength is made perfect in
‘weakness. :

SCRIPTURE SELrcTioNs.— Deut.

ii. 21~
29 ; Mott. xxvi. 26-44. :

AnaLysis —1. The servants of Christ
are not the best_judges of the condition in
which they may most effectually serve Him,

2. The toolishness ol God is wiser than

men and ‘the weukness of God stronger thanw

men.

3. Prayer may be offered for what fecme |

to be desirable, and fhe answer is given
eiiber in the thing sought or what is better,

Exposition.—The Apotrtle Paul had been
called on to defcnd hiselaim to the apostle-
ship, and here ax in the previous two chap-
ters iie prescnts the reasons for his holding
the office. These mamiestaticns of Christ
to him rendered him peculinily competent
to speak on heavenly subjcets. He had
told of Lix sufferings for Christ, end now
he £peaks of his privileges.

1t is not expedient, &¢ ,—It would be
improper for me to boast seeing what I
have been.. 1 will not epeak of my own
acts bhut | may mention the favors I have
received of the Lord.

Visions,— An appearance passing te-
fore the mird showing-what was to occur
at some future time, or what had occurred
in the past.’ : ‘

1 knew a men in Ch;ist, dec.,—| was
acquaiuted with a christian, Romans xvi.
7. It is evident that he refers to “hLimself,
but rehains from speaking more directly of
himsell lest he ehould luy hunself open to
the cliarge which had been made against
bim of boasting 1t is pot uncommon for
men to speak of themeselves in the third
person. Tlere was sufficient to prevent
his being undaly exalted.” vs. 7.

About fourteem years ago,— Making -it
several years after his conversion. This

he had seen. Others have returned to carth
after death but bave not made known the
state of the departed: Lazirus. John }i.
Many saints. Matt. xxvii, 52 ;  Enoch and
Elijah. This is not required as we learn
from Luke xvi. 31. »

False religions have given details of what
some of their devotees are represented to
have seen. Mahomet's storics of what he

saw are evidently an imposture. It may

~he nsked, Why wes Paultorbidden tomake |

these revelations known?® Barnes gives five
reasons, which we summerise of follows:

1. It was designed for the support of
Paul himeell. ;

2 It is probable that-others would is-
nnderstand  them or not comprehending
would make an improper use of such
knowledge.

3. There are some truths not yet com-
municated to wen and can only be known
in he.ven,

4. There is quite sufficient information
respecting heaven already given to enable
wen to seek after its enjoyments.

5. It is intended that we shull walk by

faith not by sight, and exercise confidence
and trust in God.

Verse 5 — Rosenmiiller explains ¢* I can
indeed justly boast of my being caught up
to heaven as of ‘a thing, the whole gory of
which ]‘-vr'tui(ns to him who has thus exalted
me ; but of mysclf, or of anything in me.
[ will.not hoast. :

Verse 6,—Paul here states that if he
desired to boast, it would not be empty
boasting ; he might speak of what Le had
deue,and shéw well.lounded truthful claims
which nove would deny. He was willing
however thut his life should testily respect-
ing bim. Ile had no desire to make his

| postolie privileges a cause of exulting.

Verse 7 shews . that the Apostlé had

abundant reason for humility. Havi g su

o
much calculated to raise him abouve others,

he was in dawg:-r of being lifted up by
pride, but means had becn used to keep
bim humble. ;

A thorn in the flesh,— A sbarp pointed
thorn; a figure- of sume constant cause ot
irritation. The.e have Leen various coun-
Jestures as to what is here referred to. It
was evidently some bodily affliction.  Some
have suppused that it was a periodieal sick-
ness, an a‘tack of which he suffered at
Galatia.  Galatians iv. 13.  Whether it
was traceable to Satanic influence more than
the common notivn held by che  Hebrews
that all diseases were [row him, is uncertain.

Job ii. 6, 7. The cfiect of this ¢ thorn in
the flesh” was to ** buffet” him or strike
as on the face =0 us to produce humiliation, |

could not therefore have been the trance
at bis conversion mentioned injActs ix. 9, |
It is supposed to huve been whilst he was ‘
praying in the temple after hie return to |
Jerusalem, when Le was directed to return
to the Gentiles. Acts xxii. 17, and in-
tended to sustaio him while on hie journey. |

Whether in the body 1 cannot tell,—lle |
did not understand how such a revelation |
could be made 10 a person while on earth, |
or whether the soul hud been temporarily
taken from the budy and earried to heaven,

~ Acts vii. 56. It is evident that fo: the
time he had lost all consciousness of earth.-
ly things. He did not attempt to explain
it but referred it all to God.

To the third heaven, — ** The Jews,
sometimes xpeak of seven heavens, and Ma-
homet has burrowed this idea from the
Jews. But the Bible epeaks but of three
heavens, and among the Jews in the apos-
tolic ages also the heavens were divided into
three. (1.) The aerial, including the
clouds and the atmospliere, the heavens
above ue, until we come to the stars. (2)
The starry heavens, the heavens in which
the eun, moon, and stars appear to be
gituated. (3 ) The heavens beyond - the
siars. That heaven was supposed te be the
residence of Gud, of angels, and of holy
rpirits. It was this up;;er heaven, the
dwelling-place of God, to which Paul was
taken, and whose wondeis he was permitted
to beho'd—this region where God dwelt :
where Christ was seated at the right-hand
of the Futher, and where the epirits of the
just: were assembled. The taneitul opin-
ions of the Jews about seven heavens way
be seen detailed in Schoettgen or in Wet.
stein, by whom the principal passages frow
the Jewish. writings relating to the subject
have been collected. As their opinions
throw no light on this passage, it is unne-
cessary to detail them here.”’— Barnes,

Into Paradise, — This word is used

' endure the trial.

Verse 8,— Wishing to be rcleased he had
repeatedly prayed to bave the thorn taken
away. Whether thrice meansa constant
recurrcnce ol prayer for this relief, or that
he had un three separate occasions made it
a watter of curnest prayer does not appear.
It way wean either. A similar expression
I8 given respecting our Lord’s pra,er, that
the cup might be removed trom him. Matt.
xxvi. 44. In both cuscs the prayer was
not answered but strength was given to
It has been 80 in many
other cases in the experience of goud wen.

Verse 9 is the culwination of a better
answer than that sought. It would appear
that the Saviour aguin appeared w him or
spuke to him audibly : ** He suid uato me,”
Thicse who feel strong in themselves ure
nut the proper recipients of the strength of
Christ.  Most gladiy, He was made willing
and exceedingly buppy to bear his affliction
when he fuund that he would be so full
sustuined, The causes of sorrow Lad be-
cowe reversed by this promise, and assur-
auce ol support,

For Chri t's sake,—This lends sweetncss
to alt the ufliction and causes of trouble,
and in it would be glory and feel strong
for all service ot labor ur suffering.

QuesTions.—In what bhad Paul been
espeeially tavored? Was this any reason
for boast ng on his part? What is a vision?
What is a revelation ? W ho does he wean
by **1 knew a man in Christ?' W hat was
the Jewish theory of the thiee heavens?
tind Puul belore wade know this heavenly
vision? Does he here use it a8 a source
of ‘glorying? In what does he glury?
What terws does he use for the infirmities
laid wpon him? What offcct had his
trouble upon him? verse 8. What wus
given to him iostead of relicf? Was he
satisfied with this answer to Lis prayer?
How does he shew this?

Seripture Catechism, 5, 6.

“TIIEY NEVER SPEAK
ROUGHLY.”

'

I was walking lately with a_young, un-
converted [riend, in” whom 1 felt a great
interest, and in the course of conversation

three times in the Holy Scriptures : Luke
xx. iii. 43; 2 Cor. xii. 4; Rev.ii.7. It
is found in other scriptures but translated as
garden. A question bas arisen with some
whether thie Apostle means the same place
by the two tcrms * paradise” and ** the
third heaven.” They both doubtless refer
to the place of the just men made perfect.

Not lawful fur a man to witer,—It was

[ said ;

** How many of your companions do you
think are Christians ?”

In reply, she gave me the names of four:
.ll: F—o1Z A, L—, M. M—, and 8.

[said: ** Why do you think they are
Christians 7

‘* Because,” she replied, ** they never
speak roughly.”

I8 not thisa lesson to any children of

not proper or pussible to make known what

God, of the importance of ** words'’ ?
——Erclmtgc.m )

Wouths” Department, __

EVER TO THE RIGHT.

. SONG FOR THE SCBOOL-BOYS.
Ever to the right, boys,
Ever to the right!
Give a ready hand and true,
To the work you have to do—
Ever to the right.

Ever to the right, boys,
Ever to the right!
Never let your teachers say,
Why my wishes disobey ?
Ever to the right.

Ever to the right, boys,
Ever to the right !

To every study well attend,

Lo every schovlmate be a friend—
i‘v«:r to the righe.

Ever to the right, bojs,
Ever to.the right!

No known duty try to shun,

Be laithtul, trank to every one—
Ever to the right.

Ever to the right, boys,
Ever to the right!
* Speak the truth, tne riyht pursue,
Be honest in all you suy and do—
Ever to the right. &

Ever to the right, boys,
Ever to the right !
Time is go/d ; do what you .can .
To muke your mark and be a man—
Ever to the right.

THE HALF-WAY PLACE. _

“ John,” said the teachor, * have you
found tke teloved disciple’s place in Jesus’
bosorm? Are you with him to-day ?”

John's eyes ard glad smile said even
more than his ** 1 hope so.”

‘“ And, Fred, how is it with you?”

“I guess if there is any hall-way place,
I'm there,” said Fred, who had been hait-
ing some -time between Christ and the
world. : ‘

*;And how long do you mean te stay
there ?”

ths‘."' ‘ '

** Ab, you mistake. Where is the half-
way place? Where would it have been to
the prodigal, had he stupped there? Still
a long way from home. No father in
sight; no hume near ; no food ; no clothes;
no fatted calf, no .golden ring; the feasi
not made. He never would have heard
those precious words, ‘ My son was lost
and is found.” He would still have been
lost. Halt-way home would have been no
betier than the far country. Bat there is
no hall-way place. Half a Christian is
still a sinner. Hall way to heaven is no-
where near the pearly gates. IHalf-way to
Christ 18 still on Satan’ ground, for * he
that is not with me is agaiost me.” Christ
wants your whole heart or none.

“ Do you like half-way (riends?”

**No; [ despise them.”

““ Do you suppose Christ wishes such
friends?"” Do not stop any longer where
you are. If the Lord be God, serve him ;
if Faal, follow him. ’ ~

‘“ The half-way place, if such there be,
is Satan’s favorite ground.”—S8, 8. Times

£
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NELLY DINGLEY.

Eastwood did very little toward support-
ing fashion-makers or fashiun-werchants
Most of the women wmade their own and
their children’s dresses; and, strange as it
may seem, some of them wade their hue-
band's coats too; you would believe it if
you could only have seen some of their
Sunday coats, innocent as they were of any
attempt to fit the human form, and free
as they were from the impress of the
tailor’s goose ! ke

But there were ladics therc who wanted
a dress-maker, and they had one,—a quite
little flaxen-haired girl, who went from
bouse to house, fitting and sewing twsl’ye
or fourteen hours a day, as her employer
mizht require, for th: modest sum of
seventy five cents,

One, looking at the little dress-maker as
she sut sewing, might have thought the
world would have lost noth ng but a pretty
fuce by her leaving it,—there was so little
worldly ambition in those kind blue eyes,
to little promise of future labor in thoee
thin white fingers. But nature often veils
the noblest and strongest spirits in the
frailest forms.

Nelly Dingley had come to Eastwood
from a distant town, and seemed as thank.
ful to find employment there as many wo.
men would have been to find a fortune.
The minister’s wife had taken her into her
heart the moment she read her introduc-
tion from her own Pastor, and made her
call the parsonage ** home” till she was

hirl_y established in business. When

“T1 don’t know. Ieir’t get any fur.|

living, she always said, ** My mother died
four years ago,”” and that was all. Her
gentleness commeonded her to the tender-
hearted, and even the gossips lorgave her
for withholding her history. Aunt Hepry
¢ gould not understand the girl ;" and

minded, that’s certain,” she eaid, ** lor
] b ] b ]

—t-she-never goes-to-the-danees-at-the-tavern;

nor yet to the sleigh-rides nor picnics,
though everyhody wants her : and she al-
ways goes to the weekly prayer-meeting.
But I'd like to hear her talk more about
religion, for ¢ out of the abundance of the
heart the mouth spenketh ;* and 1'd like to
have her give moncy to good ohjects, and
watch o' night with sick folks, and go up
to the_ Edwards Place and read to the poor
people after the Sunday-school and the
third meetin's all over, of a Sunday. She
don’t do any of these things, and what she
can do with all the money she earns is a
mystery ! She must be layin' it up, sv's
to retire and live on it by and by ; forgett.
in’ that * coveteousness is idolatry.” And
yet, for all, Fean't belp lovin' the young
thing when I see her, and my little Dick
says he wants to kies Ler every Sunday, in
meetin’, * for Christ’s rake! The week
she worked for we,”—Aunt Hepsy bad
just had her quarter century black silk
made,—** | felt as if we were havin’® cove-
nant meetin’ all the time,—as if it was a
spiritual Thanksgivin’, without any special
cooking for .it. She seemed to bring
heaven to the house with her, and to leave
it behind her. There was a sort of peace
in the touch of thew thin little fingers, and
in the look of them soft eyes. 1 felt all

the time as if she was »singirg psalms cf

praise in thesitting room alone ; but when
['d go to the dvor to hear the words. she
wasn’t singing at all,—it was only asort
of a feeling I bad, as if there was praise
going up al! around me! There's some-
thing very strange about that child ; and
if she would oniy te/k more, and bustle
abcut and do something in the world, I
should say she was most an angel !

Nancy Mayhew chanced to be at the
Squire’s making pickles and preserves
when Nelly Dingley was there sewing.
She pronounced her at first ** a pretty little
kitten ;" and remarked that ¢ though she
scemed a pious little soul, the powers of
darkness would never be shaken by w!at
shé'd do in the world ! *  But she changed
her opinion before they parted. ‘Lhe
Squire and his sons loved their wine, and
they let it flow pretty freely at dinner.
One day when the two humble helpers
were at table with thew, the Squire eaid
Jocosely, ** I never offer wine to my wile,
because she’d look dnggers at me if I did,
and 1 never offer it to Aunt Nancy because
she neither takes it herself nor gives it o
othier folks till she has charge | it well with |
thoroughwart ! But I've taken a great [an-
cy to Miss Dingley, and 1'm going to share
my old sherry with #her J* and he passed
her a glass. ** I never take wine, thank
you, #ir,”” sl e replicd wodestly, but with
firmness.

“ Then begin now, child ; it will do you
good. It will brighten up those cheeks of
yours. ‘These women ure very cruel to
each other| I fear. If one of them wants
a new dress, she will work another to dea h
to get it made. -1 have ‘more feeling for
these martyrs to the ncedle. Come, little
girl, take this glass.”

‘* No, air.”

“ Why ? you are not afraid of it, surc-
ly 2

** Yes, #ir; I am more alraid of wine
than I am of a serpe-t ; I have very little
influence, but what I have is against it.”

The Squire blushed a little ; but rallying
from Lis surprise at such decision where he
had not expected it, he said pleasantly,
** Just ta’king about wy sherry has given
ycu red clieeks, my child ; perhaps drink-
ing a glass will fix the colur; take it to
please me. My wife refuses it for ¢ ex-
ample's sake;' but your example won't
affect me any.”

*I'm not sure of that, sir. You may
think of it when I'm gone. [ wish you
could know how muceh I sacrifice to princi-
ple in refusing to take even the glass in my
hand. No onggshall ever say that I, by an
act or a smile, helped h.m 10 be & —, to
indulge in wine,”

* The vext day the Squire tuld his wife
that he would have his wine in his office
alone, after dinner, that it need not be set
on tue table. * Why.,” said be, I be.
lieve those two women regard me a8 a
drunkard !"”

Nancy Mayhew went back to the village
in perfeet triamph. *‘ Aunt Hepay way
fuss and Butter about folks not * doing,
doing :* but I tell you there's more ways

strangers asked her if her parents were |

frvquently‘ said €0, * She isn’t- worldly- |

of showing your religion than by talk and
bustle. That poor pale little girl has
strack a blow that the old Squire will re-
member every time he lilts his wine glaes
to his lips. 1lis wife is true to principle,
but ehe s afcared to speak her mind as
Nelly Dingley did at that table.

Silver and gold, this meck little disciple
had none : buc the service of a strong true

of submission that added "a charm to the
eacrifice.

Nelly had not been brought wp to hard
toil. She was the petted child ol a mother,
over whose sky a dark shadow had f(allen
in her early married lile. Her truet had
been betrayed, and her home mnde deso-

| late, through the seipent in the wine cup.

\When her 'huaba_nd sauw that his property
and his honor were gone, he lelt her child
to battle, us best they could, with the
woild ; and had long led a life of sin away
from all restraint.  Oa the death of her
mother, Nelly went to live with an uncle,
who bated and who was always condemn-
ing the man who had destroyed his sis er’s
peace. And- Nelly hated- him too, until
the hour whea Gud showed “her the evil of
her own heart, and led her to love her
encmier, and to pray for those who had
despitefully used her,

Not long after this, in the absence of the
family, her father presented hiwmsclf one
day before ber. lle cast himself, a poor,
shattered wretch, on  her ' mercy, and
begged her, by all her own hopes of heaven,
to lead him there,

‘It there were no ardent spirits in the
world I might be a man yet,” he said.
“ Can’t you put me where there is none?”
he begged piteo sly of the helpless girl.
“ I aw sick of sin, and I want to forsake
it now, and get pardon for the jast; but
my courage aud strength are gone. You
must take me, child, to your mother's
God.”

Nelly had then a tiste of the joy there
is in Lieaven over one)epenting sinner ; and
she longed to tell the joylul news. But it
was met with coldness ; and she was for-
bidden ever again to speak to *¢ the man
who had murdered her mother,”

She was young and dependent, therefore
she was helpless ; ‘and she sent<a boy with
a note to the village tavern to tell her
[ather so. But that night, in the silent
hours, God came to the sweet child while
all around her were sleeping, and laid thas
ruined, hopeless man upon her heart.
“glhere is more joy in heaven over one
sinner that repenteth than over ninety and
nine just persons that need no repentance; ’
** I cdwe to eall not the righteous, but sin-
ners to repentance.” These, and like pas-
sages, came beiore her as if writien in
letters of fire in the darkness, and there
the glory of working with Christ for the
lost seemel to her the only work worth liv-
ing for ; and there on her pillow she re-
solved to do her duty to her fallen father,
though she should thereby make herselfl
homecless and [riendless. Sl.e had a little
incowie of two hundred dollars a year ; and
this she resolved to use for his support, so
far from temptation as to wake him safe.
This was madoers in the eyes of her friends,
who strove to diesuade her from it: but
she replied, ** I have prowmised God, and |
can't take it back.”

Her Pastor entered fully into her feel-
ings, and justified her course. [ie also,
by the aid of the minister of Eastwood,
found a.bome for theé fullen man with a
farmer, far up among the hills, two miles
trom tavern or stove. And then Nelly ap-
plicd herself to tusimess. She learned a
trade ; and by advice of the minister’s
wife, took up her abode in Eastwood,
where she could get work and be within
ten miles of her father. And once every
month she spent the Sabbath with him,
and rejoiced in his efforts to crush the foe
ot his peace, and in his humility and sor-
1ow in view of his sin and its feariul re-
sults, and not long after the time of
which we write, she shared in the joy of

heaven over this repenting sinner. She
had learned to love as well as to pity her
father, and was looking forward to the

care of him, for the fruits . of sin had
ripened in his copstitution, and he waa
henecforth to be a burden on his {rail child
while life lasted.

Is it any wonder that she never gave
money to missions abroad or to the poor as
home? 1Is it any wonder that, with her
delicate henlth, toiling at the needle twelve
and fourteen hours a day, she had no
strength for watehing with the sick b
night? Sbe moved on, doing the wor
Gid bhad laid wpom her, patiently, and
asking v one to help her, nor yet to pity
her. ln weakness she was strong; and
from her lowly place she exercised an ia-
fluence yet to be seen over those ahove her.
W hile she rbode there she was one of the

Saluts of Rastwood — Christian Banner.:

~heart-was Jaid-on-God's-altar with o spirit . a

day when she should live with and take
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