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. union which might otherwise be effucted.

A PROPUSAL FOR UNION.

A writer in the ChAristian Union has a
vision of union between Baptista and Con-
gn-gntiunullntn. or, to put in one phrasc
the thing desiderated and the rearon for it,

the union of the Baptist and the Pedobap
tist Congregationalists, If what he says

—of tho latter is true; the distinctive wdjective |

is fast losing ite fitness. He says,

There ace probably not more thap ene-
third, perhaps not more than,one quarter of
the Congregational families of New-England
who can be induced to present their children
for baptiem, as the case now stands, In lact
intant baptiem is permitted, not enforved, in
Congregational churehes, [n many cnses it
is not even encournged. Congregational
divines are gonerally ngreed that there is no

ostive command, no certain authority for
L in the New Testament, und that it ie

therefore, not obligatory:  Muany of its most |

prominent suppoi tersregard it, notus an in-
stitution of divine authority, but rather as
o beneficial arrangement, a good thing

ractically. But 1t cannot be cven that,
it without being practised to any cons der-
able extent in the vhurches which are sup-
posed to adhere to it, it must still be the
subjeot of endless and inevitutle controversy
hetween these churches und others of a
kindred order, causing division and schism
in the budy of Christ, or preventing the

In this view of the case it becomes rather
a stune of stumbling and rock ot offence,
which we doubt not & large majority ol
intelligent wod liberal-minded Congroga-
tionalists would be rendy to remove.

But how about believers’ baptism ?  On
what basis is a union to be eflected between
those who differ as to what constitutes the
act of baptism ? Our readers will hardly
believe us il we undertake to tell them.
We must quote the very words, First, the
writer oites with earnest approbation
certain emphatic words of Dr. A. C.
Kendrick.,

Baptismn hus its fixed and definite place
in the beliover's life. It stands at the
threshold ; it belongs to the sta ting-point
of the lite, and nowhere else. It is to be
performed once, and once for all. It is not
a dutg of the professed believer ; it is the

speeific outward mode in which ite subjecs
becomes u professed believer.

The principle here stated, the writer
pronounces ** indisputably true.”” Suppos-
ing now that the two Congregatienalist

b dies desire to become one, how is their
diversity as to baptism to be reconciled ?
The one party regards the ether as unbap-
tized, Stall he be now taptised 7 No, say
the eirenic speoulator : A

According to the view above presented,
there would be no propriety in baptising
him now. Baptisw would in such a cuse
lack its most essentinl signifivance. It
could not be the answer ol a olear con-
sicience woward Gud, which in one form or
anuther hae already and long since been
rendered. It could not be an initiatory
rite; lor the individual has long been a
Christinn, and at least a de fucto church
mewbee, It could therefire be only a cow-
wmratively menninglers form. And if e
{)r Kendiick usserts, baptism is to be per-
formed unce, nnd once for all, would it uot
still remwanin a question in the vuse of w per-
son thus buptised, which w .8 tAe true baptism
thut i which the essentinl 1dea was present
thuugh the turm was delective, or that in
which the lura was correct hut the me»er
vignificance wanting? Dr. Kendriok tukes
his position, not on furm, but on the in
hercut unture of the rite; and the conolusion
would seem inevitable from bis prowises, .
thut the baptisw in which, at the preper?
time and plnce, the correct ides was con-
nected with a defective torm, would bave
1O nnswer the purpuse.

In other wurds, decause the man was net
bapiized when Ae ought (o have been, he need
not be baptized at all. To thas complexion
it comes. To every Baptist it is an ubuse
of language %0 call a sprinkling = baptism,
and to talk of their agreeing to allow that
it may ** apswer the purpose” of & real
baptism, is unwittingly to tarn a serious
argument into u sorry jest,

But il he bears true witness converning
the state of opinion nmpng Congregation:
alist mivisters, and: the practice ol their
churches, the union bhe yearos alter is
stoadily appronching. 1t is not perbaps
logically, but it is really the question ol
infant bap ien that divides, Let it be
ayrecd thut baptism belongs at the beginn-
ing ul the Cheistian life as its avowsl te
tho world, and there will ‘woon be an agree-
went to huve a real, and not & nowioal bep-
tisn,— N, Y. Ee. ¢ Chron.

R

Dr. Cross & missionary to the Karens,
says of the meeting of the Puku Assocation:
~=**There is n great improvement over last
yeur,in the tone of the letters Irom the
churebes, I think | have never attended
& weeting of the kind in Toungoo where
there seemed to be deeper religious feeling
and 80 much spiritual interest as at this
meeting of the Assuciation, The effurts of
the past yoar scomed to have been blessed
in a renewal of ineress among the people fur
their schouls, und for the advancement of
the cause ol Christ."’

able,

gront Irrawaddi,
sonrcely larger than o ditoh, is my means
of cowmmunication with wy ** bave,"-

Frow INcreaskp Puysican anp Mustar
StrenGTi  of persons who use Fellows'
Compound Syrup of Hypophosphites, their
augmented faculty of endurance, the regular
and healthy action of the Heart, Lungs,

Stomnch and Bowelw, Wnd their improved |

appearance, demonstrated in thousands of
cases within our knowledge, its power of
restoring the great sympathetic and mus-
cular eystem on which full and healthy de-
velopment depends, is certain,

‘@orrespoudence,

For the Christlan Measenger,

“That ye be not slothful, but f llowers of
them who through f ith and patience inherit
the promisw,'  Heb, vl 12,

Dear Father, may my offering be
As Abel's was, pleasing to thee,
And way my wulk at home, ahroad,
As Enoch's was, be close with Gud,

May I plod on, and persevere,
As Nonh did, though many sneer,
May | go forth at God's command
As Abrawm, left his native lund.

May I submit when trinls come .
As Isace did, that frechorn son,
To givea tenth way 1 never fuil
Liko Israel, muny I prevail

Humble, and chaste, and true, and wise,
Like Joseph, muy I grow and thrive,
With meeknoss may wy life be crowned
Like Moscs, faithiul e'er be found.

To lead the tribes to promised rest,

Like Joshun, may I be blessed,

And muy my tiwe and strength he spent
Like Samuel, who by God was sent,

When e'er I sin, may I repent,
As David did, when penitent,
And though 1 scem to be nlone
Eijan's God, I siill will ewn,

When griefs and trinls on me roll,
And Satan tempts my weary soul,
With perfect puticuce then, like Job, -
L still wiil bless, my Muker, God,

'l‘hruugh all my journey h:re below,
[sninh's spirvit, way I show,

When Satan wows the church with toars,
O give wme Jeremiah's tears,

To pnme them all would needless be,
Since in the main they all ugree,

And O, how plain by them s shown,
How | may reach the eternal throne,

And yet a clearer light is shed,
Since Uhrist has risen from the dead,
Ihe way to glory nuw is clear,

And Jesus hves W briag us there,

Believe in Christ, obey his laws,
Take up thy cross, promote his cause,
Follow the light that He has given,
The enly light thut leuds to Aeaven,

R. 8. M,
@ e b
LETTER FROM REV. A. R. R.
CRAWLLEY. 3

Koo-ns-Yuau, July 29, 1872,

It is the rainiest wouth of the rainey
senson, I am in the Leart of the Tharra~
waldi jungles. A smull zayat is my abid-
ing pluce. It is linked by usiwilar build-
ing vn one side, ocoupied by & company of
Stan pilgrims, waking their way by slow
wurches away from Shan land, to the great
Shway Dagong Pugoda at Rangoon,  The
Shtians are more devout wnd more bigutted
than the Burmese, even ; but the work of
evangelising them bas  been vigorously
entered upon. On the other side of my
sayut is n monastery, where the Phongyee
shows his seal by waking his crowd of
boys shout their lessuns out together,
with the greatest power of vuice each onm
commund, - Excellence is altogether o ques-
tion of lungs. The wost stentorinm shouter
curries off the palw.

Round about me, all the region is & com-
pound of wud and water. The native
canve is the only practicable vehicle of
locumotion ; and so, of course, only those
villages which lie on the banks of the
streaws are wccessible. But, fortunately,
streams abound, and thus wore villages
than can be visited in our raines are goteat~
A few yards to the north of the
sayat, ono of these streams ‘rushes paet,
currying its tribute of turbid water to the
This little water course,

Mengyee on the river bank. The indefa-
tigable, and most intelligent labors of
Moung At, the preacher at the last mon-

tioned place, has necessitated the present

visit, Ho is the soleworker for this sub-

division of the Henthads Province ; his
fleld is larger, probably than any single

county of Nova Sootis. Thirween ecendi-

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

dates for baptism are a part of the results
of hin dry wearon work, Yesterduy five of
them wern cxnmined, received, and hap.
tiged. Moung At's grateful joy, I will not
attempt to describe. It seemed to find ex.
pression in every part and in every motion
of his budy,—shone out of his cyes, glanced

and gleamed (rom cvery muscle of hinfuee|

All tho eandidates live at villages at some
distance from thie, The others nre expect-
ed in to-day, The time wmy not be-far
distant when the missionary and the native
preacher. will go from point to point in their
work by nid of the locomotive! A hun
dred yurds to the west of we is an earth.
work, onlled by the natives ** Mce y' tah.
Ian,” ¢ the fire-waggon rond.”  As yet it
has mever seen either rail or sleeper. Faith
bide me see (how muny yvars hence, only
that solid und dignified and slow old party
John Bull in the Orient kvoweth) the
stenm engine rushing through this jungle,
dragging its rich freight of the, ws yet,
undeveloped wenlth of this country, and
dragging into endless captivity, all the
effete conceptions, the stupendous frauds
and impositions on huwanity, of which
prgoda and idol are the rank and suitable
exponen's, The **Rangoon and Prome Rail
road " will mark another step in the onward
march of Burmese civilisation,

I wish all_succoss to your Independent
Mission ; but hope its suceess will not de-
mand the saorifice of the native preachors
of the Henthada Provinee,

Yours faithfully,
Arntuvr R R, Crawrar,

o v-—ee-b
For the Christion Mossenger.

ANOTHER CODICIL.

Dear Editor,—

[h d,ns [ supposed, delivered my mind
on the subject of Home Missions, but Bro.
“JoH. S has rendered a little further
cxpression necossary, L%

[ congratulate him on such recovery of
his health, or on such triumph of the spirit
over the flesh, as to enable him to say
smart thing or two io reply to wy lust com-
munication, :

[ also hereby thank him for so far en-
lightening Bro, O, and the public wind on

the menning of & word. A« u corrective,

however, of wy ignirance or inndvertency,
[ do nut acknowludge ite pertinence.  Bro,
C. is usually protty careful in the employ-
ment of words, and in the ine ance in hand,
before entitling his article Codicil, consult-
ed Worcester's Unabridged, and although he

“|found that modera English usage employs

thut word in the technionl sense of ** an
addition or supplement to a will,’* yet Bro.
C. took pains te truce the word to its fuun-
tain head —which it might not have been
amiss for Bro, J. I 8, 0 have done ere he
nttempted a philologieal eriticism or witti.
cinmm (

Aud now let me presume to enlighten
Bro. J. I, 8., by informing him that the
word Codieil is derived from » Latin word,
whose first prominent meaning is—'* a
writing, u letter, especinlly, u short writ-
ing, note, & " ; and that, so ar from its
Jirst or chicf vignifiontion being an ** appen-
diz toa will, " that s ite fourth and last
sene0. My nuthority is the standurd Latin
Lexioon of the day aoccording to which
authority and derivation Bro, C, did not
very egregiously err in the caption of his
recent artiole,

" Lot me further inform Bro, J. H.8. that
he hud no right w asume that a will,
written during life and health, is one's
“lasg will and testament,” nor that the
first codicil is tho only one that way be
appended. .

But to be more serious and practical, as
better hecomes the discussion of our Home
Missionary enterprise, [ must express sui-
prise at Bro J I 8's light and evasive
mode, in Christian Messenger of Oth inst.,
of unswering my. request ; and [ do still cull
upon hit e ther to retract those offensive
exprersions in his own paragraph, which 1
invite him agnin to read, of to gualify thew
with & stisfuctory explanation,

If Bro.J 1.8 did not refer in part—
and im main part ~to Bro. MeCully's lute
eommunion’ ions in the Messenger und to the
M.H.8. B M. Society with its Board, what
wis the pectinency of that extraordinary
string of lnsinuntions 7 Was he ** beating
the air* with his pon? If be did.not
mean any 8 elety, uny person or any thing
in particular, let hioi, hy & suitahle expla-
nation, disibase the minds of brethren — for
Bro. C. stands not alone in his_present ap-
prehension of that paragraph - and let hin
remove himeelf from a Inlse position,

[ am aguin reminded, and T remind Bro,
J H 8 of s furmer pertinent quotation—
thet “*nuthing will be guined i this dis

cussion by saying smart thirgs, or question-
ing tho motives of hrethren "

While my pen is in thinemploy, Fwould
corrcet n misprint in my recent communi-
eation,

On the many qualifieations of member.
ship I wrate to the effect that I weuld

and would favor the constituting of such
donors as lifesmembers and directors, but 1
added ** T would require from same"—nnt
some, a8 published ¢ n small yearly sub-
seription, &0.”" The Messenger's comp wi-
tor made me appear to suy noither one
thing nor another,

On this additional requirement of life-
members [ would further sy | am quite
aware there may be a palpable inconsis.
teney in such a restriction, but might not
this, or something siniilar, come into prac-
tieal adoption, and thus keep up continued
intercet and justily ocntinued power or eon-
trolling action in our Missionary Societion?

Will just add thas I like the spirit ot
' Merle's " lnst letter, but fail to see the
wisdom of his scheme for working our
Home Missiona.

Although the separation of Home from
Foreign Missionary work may seem an
unnatural severance, yet our Convention,
a8 its ohjeots nre now defined, hina abundunt
business to do.  On the other hand, our
Associations, if, ae Merle proposes, left in
charge of only our Academical iustitutions
and enterprises, would have comparatively
little to do, and would becowe very linble
to wane in inferest, as well as in practieal
importance,

I wm open to eanvietion on Merle’s propo-
sition, but wt prerent would wsk if our
Awnrocintions could do better than to make,
as now, a specinlity of Provineinl Home
Missionary work, and whether our Home
Missione could well be in beiter hands ?

A, Cuiruan,

- ey s

- -_——a- b
For the Christian Messenger,

HOME MISRIONS AND THE
CONVENTION.

No 3.

When these Provinees scparated in
their  Howe Mision operations, it was
intended that enoh of the Associntions
should do 1ts own work under the direction
of its own Board, The recent action of
Western Nova Scotin is the end of that
arrangement, and proves thut il itever was
n wise method it hue ceased to bewo, "It
is now supposed ** that the territorial limits
of cach Province would be convenient and
effeetive fur the bounduries of vur several
Missionary organisations.’ Lot us sce
whother this is altwgether correct, or really
suggeetive of the bLest course now to be
pursued.

Since the formation of the Prince KEdward
Inland  Associntion, their llome Mission
work has been oarried on very prosperously
by themselves. But things are changing.—
What would once anwwer a desired end, will
not alweys  And I think rewson can be
thewn why a larger combination is needed
to give to their operatins the greatest
ultimate success.  As respects Nova Sootia,
there in but one plice where o Board can
be loeated that is hoth central nnd su tuble,
yet the lute uniowm movement luiled to ap-
point it there, New Brunewick presents s
ficld, npart from its extent nnd destitution,
ite Mission centres nre of great importance
and full of promise, Let s'udents from
Acadia spend their vaeitiong in such places
a8 Nowoastle and Chatham in the North,
Grand Fulls, Shediae and St, Andiews ; let
the three Provinees ome to frel thut these
flelds are thewrs, and while the caure of
Christ lu(l"] will be pmmuud. the Cullvgo
and Foreign Missions will laigely partici
pate in the blessing, Then let New Brune
wick and P, K Ieland beeome interested
io Piotou, the oml snd gold districts of
Cape Breton, and Eastern Nova Sootia, and
the large and destitute seaports in the Atlan-
tio, west of Halilax, und no less bendfit will
nccrae,  What wo want, nnd must have to
do vur best, leteciprovity,  The Provincial
lines are not ulike convenient and effcetive
boundaries in this work,
pected that they would be ?  What une pro
vince has, npother has not. New Brunswick
wen ned to visit Nowa Scotis wnd lador
there,40 mingle with its po ple and catoh
the spivit of its institutions, And, in
return, New Brunswick wants the influence
of vur Cullege and the « Morts of those who
bave studied there. Nuthing less will soe
cure perfvot union and— the great deside-
ratum—& vital interest among all, in all
our work, Aud the same ie true of P, K,
Island ; both the Provinoes require her
men, and she could, wich pofit to all, em-
ploy theirs, In & word. with an Usion

such as is proposed, we will i uve vne com-

| ly begun to acknowledge,

i

In it to be ex- .
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pact and_ convenient 'field, one in which
may he found a common centre, as accossi-
ble to all as the present Boards are to many
of the places in which they operate, a field
that will be overleoked, not by a number
of weak, perhaps conflicting organizations,
but hy one, strong and united, created and

tint denomination of these Provinoes. Conse-
quently, it will matter but little who com-
pose the Board, so long as they are capable;
or where it is loented, so long as it is cen-
tral. Kaoh Association and existing society
might continué its own work, while we,
ut the same time, would secure—that which
one denomination so much needs to give it
the highest efficiency—consolidation, and
that, such as must affect favorably all our
operntions,

Nor does this exhaust the argument. It
is ndmitted that we are doing far too little
for our French population, In the several
extensive distriots oocupied by them, noth-
ing is now being attempted except im
Weatern Nova Scotin, At different times
it has been proposed to enlarge the under-
taking, but the existing Board, notwith-
standing all the effurt made to interest our
people generally, has never felt itself in a
position to respond. This is a work de--
manding our combined resources; and the
same may bo said of a Gaelie Mission,

But there is another consideration, of
far greater importance than many suppose,
perhags, than any we are now considering,
Newfoundland has claims upon the Bap-
tists ot these Provinces that we have searce-
Nearer to us
geographically than to any others, and
closely comnected by mutual interest and
trade, telegraph and steamer, why should
Baptists alone fail to recognize this relation
and act upon it?  That they have felt the
obligation, and increasingly of late, is ap~
pareut in our Minutes and Reports, Bub
there are those who know that these do nob
express all the interest that exists. And
yot, what has been proposed has never been
attempted even, We have thought and
talked, ** resolved and re resolved.’ Why
have we gone no further? Why has no
missionary been appointed? Not because
there are not those fisted and willing to go,
but simply that there has been no one to
send them, What Loard have we propared
to wssume such responsibility, what one
more bound to than all? And so it will
continue till the Provinces unitedly say—
We must have a Mission to Newfoundiand,
And yet they oannot thus speak exceph
through the Convention.

" 1 believe that where the Missienary spirit
exists, Mimionary work will be done im
some way. But il this is enough, why are
societies at all, much less any of the pro.
posed improvements?  What. is noeded

the -most wurk can be performed, and
secoud, how it ean be done most ecunowis
onlly, and in such s way s to most benefis
the workers, i the measure | advooate is,
wa are other Uniows now proposed, an  ex-
periment, untried by the present generation
here, it is not so everywhere, The State
Conventions of the Republic make Home
Missions prominent, and, with results,
that certainly ought not to deter ws, Woe
run no risk in making this attempt, and
giving it an booest wrial. Should it fail,
it will Jeave us no worso than it finds ue,
If we cannot do better we can fall back %o

our old poeition, feeling that we have done
ogr duty and can do is seill,

Brethren, my work is, for the .nol.
ended, | asek, for what | have uttered, an
unprejudiced and candid hearing, and, for

the suhject I have o imperfectly presented,
carnest and watured thought, If, aa the

ing aroused that will lead to closer uniom
and enlarged effurt and success, | shall
** rejoioe that | have uot run in vain, nek
ther labored in vain,” If no such resuld
fellow, 1 shall still have the sati*factien of
knowing that | bave done my duty.

That the band already uwitiog us is s
strong, is matter for rejoio'ng, * Two are
better tham one,” and it is impossible lor us
truly tounite in any Mission or Educational
work, without the vibrations of & sympa-
thetio chord heing felt in the remotess ex-
tremition of our Innd. But *‘a threefold
cord *' composed of such strande as Foreign
Missions, Aondia College, and Home Mis-
tione, ** s not quickly broken."” Let thie
prove the time for such union, snd empha-
tically ** my joy " would deserve to be—
what it would soon become—** the joy of
you all.”

Oct. 17¢A, 1872,

" -———— o

The Ba ummtbﬂ Me.
Abrsaw 5‘.:.:.?:3 & Juwish Rabhi im

Munrs.

Mobile, has become a Christian and & Bap-
tist,

issue of this disoussion, | can see nny feok o

T -

always is W know two things ;—first, how - //




