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TEE TEACHEIR.
__BIBLE L _QHS;SE)‘NS FOR 1872
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JEsus, AFTER RIS ASCENSION,

Qunpay, March 10¢th, 1872,
The Sealed Book,~—Rev. v.

GoroeN Texr.—Worthy is the Lamb
that was slain to receive power and riches”
and wisdom and strength and Lonour and
glory and blessing,

SCRIPTURE SELECTION.—~Jobn 1. 20.501;
Isaiah xi. 1-10,

Summary.—Jesus, in bearing the world’s
sine, hus become the worid’s Ruler, the
Church’s Head, the Revealer of destiny.
and the object of human and angelic wor.
ship.

Axavysis.—I. Challenge vs. 17. (a)
Made. (6) Unanswered. (c¢) Answered.

1. The Adoratien. v8. 8-14. (a) By
Saints, (6) By Angels. (c) Universal.

ExPosITION, — ¢ On the throne."—A
throne i8 a king's seat, The one here
meant wassurrounded by twenty-four othey
thrones or seats, Ch. 4:4. It was cen-
tral, for the Supreme King—the Triune
God. Ch, 4: 8.

The book.—vs. 1, (1) Its place, *‘in
God's right hand''; the hand of power, of
execution. Thke book, i.e., all events of
which it treated, were at God’s kingly dis-
posal. (2) Its form. It was not like one
of our bound books, but a re¥/, 1. e., a long
parchment written upon and then rolled up,
Ezs. 2: 9,10; Is, 341 4; Rev. 0: 14, (3)
[ts writing. ** Within and on the back
side.” Parchment usually wual written
only-on oue side, and whea rolled up the
part scen was unwritten, (4) The wecals,
Séven, the perfect number, indicating com-
pleteness, not in the sealing only, but in
the matter of the roll, as«t wus scaled 1n
geven divisions. Chs: 0, 7, 8. The man-
.uscript was long, divided into seven parts,
and in rolling it up, a seal was put on at’
the end of each part. Hence, the last ceal
put on must be the first broken, and then
the roll could be read to the sécond seal,
and ®0 on through the seven, (5) Its
nature. The book of God’s decrees respect-
ing our world, as related to the church.
This"appears from the lollowing chapters,

The challenge.~vs. 2. (1) Te what,
** To open [i. e., unroll] the book™ or roll,
scroll, in order to read itand rcveal ite
contents, ** and to loose the seals thereol.”
Not locse or break them after it wus un-
rolled, but defore wund in order that itmight
be unrolled. ' (2) For whom? One
‘“ worthy,'' who had the right, orauthority
to do this, A eaul is either an engraved
instrumcent used for stamping upon wax,or
€ the wax bearing the impreseion stamped
upon it. Every king had 1i§"toWwn seal
with which he sealed documents, doors,
ete. 2 Kings 21: 8: Deut, 32 ; 34; Matt,
27:66. (3) By Whom? An angel here,
as elsewhere, represented as busied about
man's redemption—-the wellare of the
church and its several members, ¢ Minis.
tering spirite,” ¢ A strong angel.” The
angels are of uncqual rank and power.
Thess. 4; 16; Eph. 6: 12, This one need-
ed to be strong in order to make his voice
heard through the univeree, ae according
to the vision he did.

The failure.—vs, 3. ** No wan,” better
“no one;”’ no being. man, fiend or wngel,
¢« 1n heaven,”’ ‘¢ in carth,” ** under the
earth,” i. e, anywhere in the whole realm
of created existence. * Was able,"’ had
_ authority, as above, or had without author-
ity, asabove, or had, without authority, the
power, {cr no man can wrench trom God his
eternal secrets, ** To look thereon,” 1. e,
upon the opened roll and what itcontained
The closed roll John and all others preeent
eaw in the King’s hand. ve, 1.

The sorrow.—vs. 4. ** Wept much.”
The word rendered *‘wept” implics not
only the shedding of tears, but aleo every
external expression of grief—a strong word
including wailing and lamentation, It
shows how mightily oppreseed was the
church, how dark was thelfuture, and how
anxious were the Christinps; for this be
trays the mind of the Apostle as he hud
toiled,.and suffered, and le.nrod. :

"'The comfort.—vs. 6. (1) By whom?
“One of the elders.” See ch. 4: 4.
David divided the priests iuto twenty-four
classes, each with ite head, and these hend
priests, representing both the priesthood
and the people, the whole Tsrael of God,
probably correspond to these twenty-lour
elders. (2) What? One ie found able to
answer the challenge, On these titles see
Gen. 49 :9, 10; T, 11 ; 1-10,

THE COHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

The Lamb.—ve, 6, 7. (1) His place.
Compare ch. 4. The * four beasts,” or
living creatures, ‘were in immediate con-
nection' with the throne, ch. 4: 0, and
hence led in worship. ve, 8 and ch, 4: 9,
10. (2) [fhis character. A lion and a root,
indieating power and increase, he is here

| also-a-Lawb,and that too as one which had

been slain, This shows Christ as our sac-
rifice. Though once slain, he now stood,
and stood where he did because slain,  The
horn 18 the symbol of power, Ps, 132
17 ; Dan. 8: Seven horns of perfect
power. Matt, 28: 18. The seven eycs,
which were the seven rpirits, show Christ's
fitnces to be the world's: Judge.. (3) His
act. ** e came,” i.e., to the thron, as
the high priest to the ark. The word
« became flesh,” a coming from God.
Crucified and ricen, he went to God. Our
Mediator, heis viewed as having perfect
access to both the Father and us. ** And
took the book.” The Head of the Chureh,
and Lord of the world because of his aton-
ing death, God's' purposes concernine the
world are fitly given into hir hanu ,or both
execution and, if he wills, tor revelatiyn,
The prostration.—ve, 8. (1) To whom?
The Lamb. (2) For what? For adora.
tion = supreme worship—showing that
Jesus Christ is to be worshipped, and not
mercly imitated, Ile is our Lovd, not
alone our teacher, (2) With what? With
‘ harps” to express the joyful &eryice of
praiee, and ** vinle,” or rather ** bowls hay-
ing wore breadth than depth,” such as were
used in the temple service,

The new song.—ve, 9, 10, (1) The sact.
Redemption wakens in the soul peace and
joy, and the spirit of rong, of* everlasting
(2) Its burden was Christ the Re-
deemer, vot wmerely Christ the Revealer,
The .words, ** shall reign on the earth”
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were, and are, of comfort, tofa struggling,

persecuted chureh.

The angels.—vs'11,12. (1) Their posi-
tion. Outeside and around the elders,  The
suints, not the angels, are the redeemed.
lience, the angels stand further from the
throne and Lamb. (2) Their number.
Literally ** myriads of myriads, and thou.
sands of thousands.” (3) Their interest.
Intense, jcordial. They gather, they ad-
mire, they sing. Io fullsympathy. 1 Pet,
1:12. (4) Their song. Not ol their own
redemption, but of the Lamb’s worthiness,
The emphasis still on his death.

The universal worship.—vs, 13, Jesus is
crowned Lord of all, and Lord forever ;
joined ingeparably in worship with * him
that sitteth upon the throne,” The doctrine
of the Trinity here, as #o often elsewhere,
appears, T
Conclusion.—1In vs, 14 is given the res-
pouse of the universal church, We have
here a beautiful and winsome exhibition of
the society and companionship which true
religion turnishes, See Heb., 12: 22-24,
The great practieal question is: Are we
prepared or preparing for that society ?—
Condensed from Baptist Teacher,

Ques1ion8,~— Where was the throne
wentioned inve, 1?7 Chiive 1. 2. Who
satounit? Cun, v 10,11, What had he
in his right land? v&," 1. Desoribe the
hooks ured in John s time? Ez, ii, 9, 10,
W hat was the use of thesculs? vs, 2, Com-

re ch, vi. 1, 3, 5, T.

What was the angel's preclamation ?
ve, 2. What its result? v, 3. Whydid
John weep? ve, 4. Who comferted him ?
ve, 5. Compare ch. iv. 4 - What two
titles did he apply to Christ?  Explain the
first? See Gen, xlix, 9, 10, The second ?
Is. xi. 110,  What title dees.Jolin give to
Christ ? v8, 6.  Why this title? Is, liii, 7.
Of what was the horn a symbol? Ps,
exxxii, 17. What then would the seven
horgs symbolize? Whither were the seven
spirits sent? vs, 6.  What do you suppose
is symbolized by the eeven eyes which are
seven spirits?  What did the Lamb do?
ve. 7.

Who then fell down before the Lamb?
vs. 8. Was this anact of worship? Ought
Christ to be worshipped? Why? -What
had the elders in their hands ?  For what
were harps used? Ps. xliii, 4. Ps, exxxvii,
2. What name is given to the vessels for
incense in Ex. xxxii, 3? Is it worehip to
offer to Christ praise and prayer?

Why was their song called *'a new
song '™ What was the song? vs, 9, 10,
By what does Clrist redeem us? From
whom does he gather his redeemed!
Does this teach that all men will be
saved 2 What does he make his redeemed?
ve. 10,  Explain, .

Who nextsung? ve. 11. What was
their position? Do they eall Christ their
Redeemer ? - What lcndya them to offer
praise? Of what do they dechre him
worthy ?

Seripture Catechism, 21, 22.

— -

“ Poor HexrigrTe 18 DEap,”—Henrietto
has regularly attended at the terminus of
the Orleans railway for monthe vut. ex-
pecting the return of her lover, killed a

ear ago at one of the hattles before Or-
eang. The railway people humoured the
harmlesa lunatic, nnd gave ber a seat on
the platform, where sbhe might be seen in
her Sunday dress, with a bouquet of fowers
| and & ot of eankes. A lew days ago,
when her friends came to take her away—

she was dead.

Department.

—————
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MY BABY.

« Born to trouble!"” Dinah sighed, and
pressed her baby closer to Ler breast,
«* Yes, that is what the minister read last

“ight "+ Man i bora to trouble.”  Well,

I've had a sight of trouble in my time,
merey knows ; and 't an’t pleasant that I
know. But T've got through it, one way
or another, so far, and [ 8'pose I shall get

can't bear to have my baby here, blessed
little honey; go over such a rough road,
O God! can't you spare the chile?” eried
the fond mother, as she lifted her eyes up
through the window where the golden sun-
light was streaming in, as if she thought she
could look straight up t}gough the bright-
ness into the face of her heavenly Friend.
« O God, you've sent lots of trouble to me,
and I know I've deserved every mite of it
but oh, do n't letit fall so hard on the poor
baby, please, dear Lord.” And the tears
streamed down the mother's cheeks.

Does n't every mother feel just as Dinah
did? We can endure trouble ourselves,
but we would fain shield onr children from
the rude blasts of sorrow,

Mother, here is where we nced faith,
God sends trouble to us for our good,
doesn't he? And if he sees that our chil-
dren also need trials be will eend them.
Can we not trust our kind heavenly Fath-
er?. We know he will not hurt us, neith-
er will he hurt them, He will not send
a single pain more than they can bear ; he
is too kind for that. IHe never afflicts
willingly. Then let us give our little ones
to him us soon as they are born, and ask
him to shape their lives just ns he sces best
in order to bring them safe home to heaven:
That is the blessed end, to enjoy God, and
to glory him for ever n heaven,—Morning
Laght.

- “ e -

JOIINNY'S PRAYERS,

—

“ Mamma,” #aid Johnnie Bourne one
day, with a discouraged look, * ldon't
think it's'much usc to pray, after all.”
““Why do you feel so, Johnnie ?”

** Because I pray to God-three times
every day to bless my food, and I don’t
see that he does it.”

* Why, Johnnie,” exclaimed mamwma,
* of course God blesses your food. Don't
you see how fast you grow? how stout and
well you ure? It is your food which God
blesses, that mukes you grow.

“Is it?" asked the child with surprise.
“ I did n't think of that."—/b.

——

STORIES ABOUT LIONS.

The lion is strong and cruel, yet be will
become attached to those who treat hiw
kindly. A story is told of one who was
brought from India, and who on the pass-
age grew very fond of a sailor who bed
charge of bim, His name was ** Nero,"
On being shut up ina cage in London, he
grew sulky, and was very fierce when any
one came near him, so that.it was danger-
ous even for his keeper to approach him.

Leen shut up in his new prison, a party of
sailors visited the menagerie, and were

liong who every now and then growled sav-
agelyggt those who were looking at him?®
All¥t once one of these sailurs ran up to
the cage, and thrusting in his hand, cricd
out: “ What! old shipmate! don't you
know me? What cheer, old Nero, my
lad ?” :

The lion instantly left off feeding and
growling, sprang up on the bars of the
eage, and put out his nose between them.
Jack patted him on the head, and the lion
rubbed his hand with his whiskers like a
cat, showing evident signs of pleasure.

“ Ah,” said Jack, turning to the keeper
and spectators, who etood frightened and in
astonishment, ** Nero and I were once ship-
mates, and you see heisn't like some folke;
hedon't forget an old friend.”

The fullowing anecdote is told of a lion
who was kept in & menagerie at Brussels,

“Phe den of this lion who was named Dan-

0o, reeded some repairs., The carpenter
who had to wmake them, on secing the lion
in the same cage a8 that in which he was
to work, started baek in terror.

“1 can't go in beside that benst,” he
said.

 But," replied the keeper, ** I will take
him to the lower end of the eage, while you
are at work."”

Upon this they entered the oage, and the
carpenter fell to work, Fer a while the

keeper amused himeelf with Danco, but

throughmiov the end. But, secms to we 1|

Oue day, a few weeks after Nero had |

warned by the keeper not to go near the |

growing tired, dropped into a sound sleep.
The carpenter worked on without . fear,
trusting to the keeper for protection from
the beast he so much dreaded. Hlaving
repaired the lower part of the cage, he
turned to ask the keceper's opinion of his
work. 'To his horror, he saw the lion and

_and his keeper sleeping side by side. - The |

lion awoke at the sound of the carpenter’s
voice, and glared at him fiercely ; after a
warning growl, which seemed to say.
“Don’t come (00 near my master,” it
placed its paw on the keeper’s breast, and
composed iteelf once more to slumber. To
the carpenter’s grest joy, some of the at-
tendants came up and awoke the keeper,
who did not appear the least alarmed at his
position, but shaking the lion’s paw, led it
off to another cage, and left the carpenter
to finish his work without further alarm,—
Children's House.
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SILENTLY.

" Flake by flake the snow falls through
the-air, 8o quickly that it appears as if it
was afraid to make a noise. It has made
no great stir, yet it causes others to stir
about, It is one of the quiet forces, The
travel by the road is sometimes entirely
stopped, and the pufling engine is snowed
in,

The sin shines, and the rays have a
silent influence. ‘There was no noise in the
coming of that.beam, Butunder the steady
noiseless heat of the sun, the snow melts
awny' 'T'he €arth is'warmed, and the seed,
without saying anything to anybody, in a
spirit of humility, puts its roots down, and
then shoots its head up through the dark
earth, seeking the light,

The trces grow higher without making

a hoast of it, and bear their fruits in rilence,

never crying to all the world, ** Come and
see what we have done,”

“All thinking is done silently. One per-
son influences another almost unconsciously.
Love is won, not by harsh peals from boast-
ing trumpets, but by kind, soft, gentle words,
He who works quietly works surely and
effectively. Such a Christian can do great
things by gentle means.— Christian at
Work.

I < e

THE RUNAWAY KNOCK.

«“Peacher,” said a bright earnest-faced
boy, ‘¢ why is it that so many prayers are
unanswered ? I do not understand. 'Fhe
Bible - says : ¢ Ask and ye shall receive ;
seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it sball
be opened unto you ;" but it scems to me a
great many knock and ape not admitted."”

“ Did you npever sit&{ your cheerful
parlor fire,” eaid the ten sher, ‘“ on some
dark evening and hear a foud knocking at
the door ?  Going to answer the summons,
have you not sometimes looked out into
the darkness, eceing nothing, but hearing
the pattering of some mischievious boys,
who knocked but did not wish to enter, and
therefore ran away. ?  Thusit is often with
us, We ask for blessings but do not
really expect them ;'we fear that Jesus will
not hear us, will not adwit, and so'we go
awny.”

** Ah, I see,” said the earnest-faced boy,
his eyes shining with the new light dawning
in his soul ; ** Jesus cannot be expected to
answer runaway knocks. I mean to keep
knocking until te cannot help opening the
door,

—_——- -

SECRET OF IIAPPINESS.

A negro im Virginia, who was remarka-
ble for his good sente and his knowledge of
the ceeentinl truths of Christianity, and
cspecially for his freedon from all gloomy
fears in regard to his eternal state, was
once addressed in this wise: “ You seem
to be always comfortable in the hope ot the
Gospel.  1.wish you could tell me how you
manage it, to keep rosteadily in this blessed
frame of mind.” ** Why, massa,’” he re-
plied, ** [ just fall flat on de promises, and
pray right up ;"' an answer that would do
honor to the head and heart of a philoso-
pher, and that contains in it the true secret
of earthly happiness.

D @ g e

THE SCHOOL AND THE HOME,

The Sunday school releases no parent
from the obligation to train his offspring in
the Scriptures. I, in some instances,
ignorant and earcless parents feel absolved

from the parental effort by this auxiliary of

wodern times, there are contrary instances
tenfold more numerous, of parents and
familics who, from the connection of their
children with Sunday schools, have first
become awake to the duty of instructing

them, and first lecmd the best methods of

performing it.

——— - co—

THE BROKEN SAW.

X boy went to live with a man who was

accounted a hard raaster. Ie never kept
his boys; they ran away or gave notice
they meant to quit; 8o he was half his
time without, and in search of, a boy. The
work was not very hard—cpenipg and
sweeping out the shop, chopping wood,~
going errands and helping round. At last
Sam Fisher went to live - with him.
¢ Sam's & good boy,"” said his mother.
¢ | should like to see a boy now-a-days
that had a spark of goodness in him,”
growled the new maaster.
It is nlways bad to begin with a man
who has no confidence in you; because, do
your best, you are likely to have little
credit for it, However, Sam thought he
would try ; the wages were good, and hims
mother wanted him to go. Sam had been
there but three days before in eawing a cross-
grained stick of wood, he broke the saw.
He was a little frightened. He. knew he
was careful, and he knew he was a pretty
good sawyer, too, for a boy of his age;
nevertheless, the saw broke in his hands.

‘“ And Mr. Jones will thrash you for it,”
said another boy who was in the wood-
house with him, ** Why, of course I
didn’t mean it, and accidents will h&ppen
to the best of folks,” raid Sam, looking

‘with a very sorrowful air on the broken

saw, ‘* Mr, Jones never makes allow-
ances,”’ said the other boy; *‘I never
saw anything like him. “That Bill mighs
have stayed, only that he jumped into a
hen's nest and broke her eggs.
tell of it ; but Mr.:* Jones kept suspecting
and-suspecting, and laid everything out of
the way to Bill, whether Bill was to blame
or not, till Bill couldn't stand it, and
wouldn't.”

* Did he tell Mr. Jones about the eggs?”
asked Sum, ¢ No,” said the boy; ** he
was 'fraid ; Mr. Jones has goi such a tewm-
per.”” ‘*I think he'd better owned just at
at once,”’ said Sam., ‘1 suspect you'll
find it better to preach than to practice,’”
said the boy. **I'd run away belore I'd
tell him ;" and he soon turned on his heel
and left poor Sam alone with his broken
saw,

The poor boy did not feel very comfort-
able or happy. He shut up the wood.
house, walked out into the garden, and
then went up to his little chamber under
the eaves. He wished he could -tell Mrs,
Jones ; but she wasn’t sociable, and he
had rather not. ¢ Oh, my God,” said
Sam, falling upon his knees, ** help me
to do the thing that ie right.”’

[ do not know what time it was, but
when Mr, Jones came into th2 house the
boy heard him. He got up, crept down
stairs, and met Mr. Jones in the kitchen.

¢ Sir,” said Sam; ** I broke your saw,
and I thought I'd come and tell you ’fore
you saw it in the morning."’

¢ I should think morning soon enough
to tell of your carelessness. Why do you
come down®to-night? * '

¢ Beoause,”’ said Sam, ** [ was afraid it
I put it off [ might be tempted to tell w,
lie about it, I'm sorry I broke it; but I
tried to be careful.”

Mr. Jones looked at the bry from head
to foot, then stretching out his hand,
“ There, Sam,” he said beartily, *‘ give
me your hand. Shake hanls; ['ll troet
you, Sam, That's right ; that's right,
Go to bed, boy. Never fear. I'm glad
the saw broke ; it shows the mettle’s in
you, Go to bed.”

Mr. Jones was lairly won, Nover were
better friends after that than Sam and he.
Sam thinks justice has not been done Mr.
Jones, If the biys had treated him
honestly and ** above-board” he' would
have been a good man %o live with, It
was their conduct which soured and made
him suspicious, I do not know how this is;
I only know that Sam Fisher finds in Mr,
Jones a kind and faithfal master,

- B o

TME WINE QUESTION.

If I burn my fingers in the fire, I do not
hasten to the Seriptures to seek chapter and
verse forbidding me to do such a thing.
Neither, if | cannot find such chapter «nd
“verse, do T feel myself compelled to go baek

and roast my fingers. So, if I were a mis-
sionary to China, looking through my Bible
and finding not a single syllable on opium-
eating or smoking, would my soul melt
within me at the thought that [ could not
now speak & work agninst it? No ; seeing
that giant evil staiking through the land,
I would feel called of God to smite it with
all my soul. And now luntemperance is
desolating our land, What eyé will read
these words that has not looked into the
grave of sowe dear friend who died of drink ?
And shall we look for chapter and verse ?
Are not the moans of broken hearts, the
*' ngonl'xlng“ prayers of mothers, the despair
of wives, and the wails of starving little

children, enough for. ue?—Presbyterian.
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