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Grier, Excessive ANXIETY, or prolonged 

studv, will produce infirmity in the nervous 

system, in proportion as the strength of 

that system is expended upon the mind in 

troubled thought, so are the organs of 

digestion, assimilation and nutrition, ren- 
dered inactive and sluggish in proportion 

as tho system becomes infirm. Every in- 

dividual was some one organ weaker than 

the rest, and this is always the first to 

suffer during nervous prostration ; for ex- 

ample, afflicting pews sometimes causes 

total suspension of the muscular action of 

the heart, when the patient is debilitated, 

producing sudden hewmorrbage and death. 

No doubt any longer remains of the practi- 

cability of restoring the nervous system, 

and through the nerves the muscles of the 

impaired organs. ~~ Fellows’ Compound 

Syrup of Hypophoephites has been proved to 

possess such power in numerous instances, 

It will impart strength to overcome trouble 

ar affliction. Persons who are accustomed 

to look upon the dark side, and who see no 

pleasure in living, on using this Syrup soon 

learn to value and enjoy life, and those who 

study deeply or during long hours, will find 

in the Syrup a promoter of the power of 

endurance in the brain. 

~ Covvespondence. 
—— 

— 

For the Christian Messenger. 

"FROM HON. DR. PARKER. 

13 Savissury Prace, Newingrox, 
EpiNsureH, Jan., 30th, 1872. 

My Dear Editor.— 

THE BAPTIST UNION FOR SCOTLAND. 
In November last, the third Annual 

Meeting of this Association was held in 

Glasgow, and as I was desirous of seeing 

and hearing the representative men of 
the churches, and of learning something of 
their denominational operations, I spent a 
day and a half with them—an unknown 
observer of their proceedings—and must 
say, that-1 was highly gratified with the 
Christian spirit, the business capacity and 
the speaking talent of the brethren (Cleri- 
cal and Lay) who took part in the proceed- 
ings. The Association was presided over 
by Mr, Bowser—a Glasgow merchant— 
who opened the meeting with an admiral le 
address. The attendance at all the busi- 

ness und social meetings was large. While, 
for the most part the same rules govern the 

Union that prevail at our Conventions, 
their system is more thorough, and although 
the meeting is open, and all delegates have 
full liberty to give expression to their views 

on every subject, but few men speak— 
generally, ouly the movers and seconders of 
resolutions—but they come prepared, and 

their addresses are able and exhaustive. 
The real work of“ the Union is performed by 
large and influential commitices, previous 

to the opening of the session, who submit 
the result of their deliberations in well wa- 
tured resolutions, and select the men who 

gre to speak to them, giving them time 
to prepare for the occasion, Financial 
subjects were for the most part dealt with 
by mercantile and legal men, who, in this 

country, throw themselves into denomina- 

tional work with their whole hearts, | 
only wish a similar activity and spirit could 
be infused into the business men of the 
denomination in the Maritime Provinces, 

Mr, Newman, the assistant minister of 

Dublin Strect Church of this city, - in 
speaking to the resolution relating to Home 
Missions, delivered an admiralfle address in 
which he dealt largely with the past history 
of this missionary orgamization. He said 
*“ in perusing tbe records I find (and I have 
not been pariicular in the selection) that 
there are five of our missionaries, whose 
combined ages amount to 420 years, aud 
whose united labours in connexion with 
this society would spread over a period of 
227 years ; giving to each one an average 
of 45 years of real missionary work.” 
“Of one it is reported that he traversed 
the marshy moors of Lewis with his thoes 
and stockings tied to his back or slung on 

, his umbrella ; of another, that after walk- 
ing across hills and moors forty miles, and 
preaching twice, be lay down at night upon 
#ome straw in the corner of the room after 
having partaken of some potatoes and 
salt.” These interesting old records state 
the fact that these simple hearted earnest 
men, *¢ lived on bread and tea, sometimes a 
little butter to it, for breakfust ; potatoes, 
and occasionally some fish for dinner, as for 
butchers’ meat, it was a luxury they could 
not afford, ond they searcely saw it.” 
*“ One Lad a parish 60 miles long and 40 

| 

miles broad.” Much of their missionary 
work was performed on the Islands in the | 

far North, where they had to face the dan- 
gers fo thesea, at all seasons in open boats.” 

As this speech was delivered, and the ex- 

tracts from the records detailed, I could 

‘not but compare the character and labors of 

these servants of God with those of the 
Baptist provinces in Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick— the Mannings ; the Hard- 
ings ; the Dimocks and others. Mission. 

ary longevity, has been, and still is a 
remarkable feature of this field of labour. 
[t is not we are told an uncommon thing, 

to find men of more than eighty years—uand 
occasionally ninety — still vigorous and hard 
at work, This, speaks volumes for the 

bracing air of the Highlands, and the sea 
breezes of the Islands in the far North, as 

also, for abundauce of exercise, simple 
habits and diet. Mr. Newman is an Eng- 
lithman, hence his neglect of porridge and 
brose, which do not appear in his mission- 
ary diet list—but potatoes and salt, with 
an occagional herring, and bread and tea, 
have certainly risen in my estimation since 
my visit to Glasgow, and doubtless men of 
my profession- would have less to do if 
others than missionaries, were to *¢ go,and 

do likewise.” As at our Conventions and 
Asscciations, provision is made to entertain 

ministers and delegates at the residences of 
members of the churches and congregations, 

a capital dinner was partaken of by a 
large number of the members of the Union, 
in a very commodious vestry, in the rear 
of the church in which the session was be- 
ing held—having connected with itn kitch- 

en, cooking apparatus, and all the neces- 
sary appliances for such an occasion. This 
social entertainment was provided at the 
expense of all the Glasgow Churches, 

Speeches were made, and good ones too— 
under the stimulating influence of coffee, 
but they were nearly all of a business na- 

ture, -In short, this dinner was in reality, 

an adjourned meeting of the Union. 1 
have found out since my arrival here, that 

Scotch business men—as well as our Amer- 

ican neighbors— thoroughly understand, 
both in theory and practice, the meaning 

of the saying ** time is money." 

l returned from this meeting by an ex- 
press night train—a distance of 40 miles, 

without a stoppage, in an hour and a quar- 

ter, greatly gratified, and amply repaid for 
having relinquished the Lecture room and 
the Hospital wards fora couple of daysona 
denominational excursion. I have already 

intimated that Baptist sentiments do not 
grow with rapidity in Presbyterian Scot. 

land, but, as with us in Nova Scotia, when 

the dividing questions, of much or little 
water ;: the subjects to: whom it ‘is to be 
applied ; and the difference in church gov- 
ernment, are removed, they find that Scotch 

men and women, make most stable and 

hard-working Baptists. The foundation 
is generally well laid, in pulpit and home 
teaching, assisted doubtless, to some extent, 
by the course pursued in the Public and 
Private Schools, in which, for the most 

part, the Bible is read, and the Shorter 

Catechism committed to memory and ex- 
plained. In the Private Schools to which 
my children go, this Catechism is learned 
by all the pupils whose parents do not ob- 
Ject to it, and, inasmuch as when dealing 

with the subject of Baptism, there are 
quoted in fall the following passages of 

Scripture, Matt. xxviii. 19. Acts ii. 38 
and 41. Rom. vi. 3, 4. Gen. xvii. 7 and 
10, I imagine Baptist parents very rarely 
toke exception to it. Referring to the quo- 
tation from Genesis above mentioned. Iam 

reminded of a very prcfessional answer— 
rather tuo genuine however, for the occa- 
sion which was given a few days since by 
an advanced young lady in reply to the 
following question. ¢* What ordinance has 
taken the place of the Covenant of circum- 
cision”? - Vaccination! wus the prompt 
reply. It is hardly necessary to add, that 
Mistress and School were alike convuled, 

and that exception was taken to this doo- 
trinal teaching, and when an hour or two 

afterwards my children narrated the cir- 
cumstance, 1 fear my risible facultics were 
also overcome. 

A few such replies as this, would help to 
influence ** the finding” of the Royal Com- 
wission, which rceently investigated the 
recults of the religious training in the 
Public Schools of Scotland, and reported 

against it, as most unsatisfactory. In this 
connexion from the speech of Mr. Fordyce, 

M. P,, recently made in Aberdeenshire, at 
a social Free Church meeting. I quote the 
following paragraph : 

‘* The Commissignsrs who cxamined into 
the state of Scotch education found conclu- 
sively, that it fails to communicate dogma- 
tie, or dootrinal instruction, or the facts of 
the Bible in such a way as to be worth the 

< 

ox 

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
name of a religious system.” And again, 
“The Royal Commissioners, in -the late 
Scoteh enquiry, expressed themselves ns 

filled with amazement, at the state of 

Biblical ignorance in which they found the 

children at School.” 

I must say, the very strong language 

me, but, if this was a thorough investiga- 

tion—as I presume, from the importance of 
the subject, it must have been—it only 

tends to confirm my preconceived opinions, 

as to the necessity of making Home, Sab- 

bath Scheol, and Pulpit instruction, the 
main agencies for grounding children in 

Biblical knowledge. In America if is very 
generally believed that the intelligent know- 

ledge of the Bible, and the general state of 
morality existing among the Scotch people 

-~especially in the country districts—has 
its origin in the Parish School System, 
The report of this Royal Commission, will 
do more, than to throw doubt upon this 
opinion’; and will tend -materially to 

strengthen the views, so strongly expressed 
by Hugh Miller, (than whom no man was 
better able to. speak with authority) who 

in adopting the ideas of practical and com- 
petent observers, before his day, said, in 

effect, that the moral sentiment, and 

thoughtful tone of the people resulted from 
the teaching of the National Pulpits—not 

from the Schools. In former years, Sab. 
bath Schools were not resorted to in this 

city or country, by the children of the 

higher and miudle classes, but, | am gli 

to say, there is a change taking place, and 

all classes are waking up to the importance 
of this institution. The poor wandering 

Arabs of the streets and lanes, have long 

been looked after, and in this way have 

had the gospel preached unto them, butthe 
result of my enquiries, has led me to the 
conclusion, that both in the United States, 

and the Dominion, Sabbath Schools, exert a 

more wide spread influence, than they. do 
in Scotland, 

THE ROYAL INSTITUTION 

for the exhibition of paintings, and the 
Antiquarian Museum closely approximated 
us regards locality, are extensive and costly 
Grecian structures,subgerving the purposes 
indicated by their names—the cultivation 
of a taste for the fine arts, and autiquarian 
science, - 

Many ot the paintings in the former, 
are-of great and increasing value, a single 

fact stated in my bearing in his speech at 
the annual dinner of the Fellows of the 
Royal College of Physicians, quite re- 
cently by Sir George Harvey, the Presi. 

dent of the Royal Scottish Academy, will 
give you an idea of the native talent of 

some Scotch artists, and the price their 
works command. The Association in quite 
recent times bought an oil paiating from 
one of the members of the Royal Academy 

for exhibition in their inetitution—paying 

leas than £1000 for it. A sr time 

since, an English dealer offeréd them £2. 

500 stg. for the picture, and the offer was 

declined. Should 1t rise in value in the 
future as it hes done in the past, a century 
hence it will take a long purse to remove 

it from the walls of the Royal Institution. 

More valuable in the eyes of many, is the 
great collection in the Autiquarian Museum, 

Both, in their own way; are doing an 
educational work for Scotland, 

THE BOTANICAL GARDENS, . 

to which, during the summer of 1843, 1 
was obliged to hasten a distance of nearly 

three miles rom my lodging, in the morn. 

ings before breakfast, to attend the course 

of Lecturés there delivered to medical and 
other students—have been extended and 
vastly improved since the days of my stu- 
dent life. The various descriptions of 
plants are arranged in their proper order, 
so that the student finds all the species of 

each -genus tastefully grouped together. 
The garden is not very large—Dbeing less 

than 30 acrca—but one can hardly conceive 
it possible to have such an Institution, more 

perfectly arranged and ornamented, [ts 
palm house, one of the largest and finest 

in Great Britain is 70 feet high, and is 
literally filled to the glass roof with these 
immense plants, and their magnificent 
folinge, so that as we walked along the 
narrow path way—or Cast Iron. Gallery, 
which, at the point of junction of the 
stone and iron body with the glass roof, 

encircles the largest building, and looked 
down upon the scene beneath, it was beauti. 
ful, and carried. one in thought to the 
Jungles of far off India, and to the Bauks 
of the Amazon, All that it wanted to 
complete and make perlect the tropical 
scene, was the gay plumage of its birds 
with here and there a specimen of its 
larger and more formidable animal life, 

[ have visited 

y 
/ 

LS 

THE ROYAL ASYLUM FOR TRE INSANE 

at Morningside, with great satisfaction. 
It is large, and with recent additions, ac- 

comodates comfortably, scven or eight 

hundred patients {rom the different ranks 

of society. 

Many having ruperior accomodations 

| contained in the above sentences, surprised | pay from £200 to £300 stg. annually. 
It is pleasantly situated with the Black- 

ford Braid and Pentland hills in its im- 

mediate neighbourhood, but it wants what 
it can never have, water scenery, to pertect 

the view. So rapidly is Edinburgh spread- 
ing itself out, that the city is close upon 
it and will .eoon completely surround its 

grounds, making a change of locality de- 

sirable if not essential. 

It is one of the oldest institutions 1p the 
country, and as regards the site, plan of 

the buildings, and some of its internal 

arrangements is inferior to. the Mount 

Hope Institutlon at Dartmouth, the front 

view from which would of itself, if it 
could be imported here, add [ {eel assured 
to its percentage of cures, 

Pianos ahounded. In une of the large 
female wards, [ noticed three first class in- 

struments. It bad a fine large Billiard room 

thoroughly lighted, warmed, and ventilated, 

croquet, and bowling greens, with several 
high stone walled exercising grounds, which 
in reference both to the health and safety 
of the patients, should, in all such insti- 

tutions be considered a ** sine gna non” 

without these safe-gunrds, escapes must 

be constantly occuring. Aud the anxieties 

and cares of the medical and - other officers 

— always. sufficiently large, without this 
unnecessary addition must be greatly en- 
hanced. 

This has heretofore been an out-door 

want of our Dartmouth llospital, and 

while I am greatly gratified to 1earn that 
the government is in a position to complete 
its last wing, during the present year, I 
hope, should I be spared to return, to §cé 

two such stone walled exercising grounds 

as those I am now remarking upon—con- 
nected with the Royal Edinburgh Asylum, 
The gentleman a- member of the Board 

of management who accompanied me on 
my visit, shewed me the things without as 

well a8 those within. On the farm con- 
nected with the Asylum is a large Piggery 

—containing something like 100 of the 
finest animals I have seen. A sale of a 
number’ of these pigs had just been con- 

cluded at an average price of £10 stg. 

each, 
(To be continued.) 
Ce —— 

For the Christian Messenger. 

A CHRISTIAN WEDDING, 

A LECTURE ON, Tue Bripg, Tur Lawn's 
Wire. Rev, xxi. 9. 

Mr. Editor,— 

Will your readers be induced to peruse 
a description of so ordinary an affair as a 
wedding? Suppose we try them—not a 
wedding in high hie, but in humble life— 

a wedding arranged and condrcted however 
somewhat out of the ordinary course—a 
religious wedding. 

* Well done! religion at a wedding’! 

We remember to have heard of such an 

exclumution by a pert younz damsel on a 
certain oveasion many years ago, when the 

venerable ** Futher Manning ” had intro. 
duced this most important and always sen- 
sonable subject at a marriage festival. The 

iden hewever to this poor giddy girl was 
preposterous. Alas! that she should not 
be alone in this estimate! But to the 

point. We * officiated” the other eve- 
ning at ove of the most interesting wedd- 
ings we ever attended. (Perhaps we 

should say except one.) A special prayer 
mecting was called for the occasion and held 

in the usual place of meeting. Several 
ministering brethren were present and a 

goodly company. of the church. The 

partics to be married, dressed in neat and 

modest apparel, were at first seated in no 
very conspicuous place. It was an upper 
room by the way, furnished with chairs ; 

not a ** church ’ por a ** vestry.” 

The meeting opened in the usual form 
hy the singing of a hymn and prayer. 

The young couple were then brought for- 
ward to a conspiesous place, and the mar- 
ringe ceremony in the usunl form uveed by 
Baptists, wae performed. Prayer followed, 

and all resumed their seats, Presently 
another brother gave out an appropriate 
hywn, which wus sung, and then one of 

the ministers read the 2lst chap. of 

Revelation, and made it the foundation of 
an exquisitely touching and impressive 
lecture, which was listened to with solemn 
and profound attention for neatly an hour. 
The ‘“happy. pair,” both young, both 
earnést christians, appearing to be as much 
absorbed in the glowing descriptipn which 

was given of the *¢ Bride, the Lamb's 

wife,” as any of the rest of us. Indeed 

a8 the writer occasionally noticed them, sit- 
ting as they did just in front of me, and saw 
them each holding a Bible in their hands, 

and turning eagerly to the passages re- 
ferred to, I could not help feeling sure that 
the blessing of God so eagerly soughtin 

their bebalf, would most surely descend 
and rest upon them, 

THE LECTURE. 

The speaker had not time to do justice 
to the subject and the writer has not space 
nor ability to do justice to the ** speaker.” 
But a few of the leading thoughts may be 
presented. They are calculated to awaken 
thought, and should a little friendly dis- 

cussion be evoked and conducted in a chris- 
tian spirit, your readers will have cause for 
gratitude. 

1. The *¢ New Jerusalem” descending 
out of heaven from God,” isnot a literal 
but a symbolical city— not heaven, for it 
descends out of heaven—not the habitation 
of the glorified church, but the glorified 
church itself—not the residence of the 

Bride, but the Bride herself, exhibited un- 
der this form, the form of a beautiful and 
wonderful eity. 

2. The signilicancy of the various em- 
blems, 1. The * jasper wall "—this re- 
presents the divine effulgence—the glory of 
God. Reference in proof of this point 
was made to chap. iv. 3. *“ And he that 
sat [upon the throne] was to look upon 
LIKE A JASPER AND A SARDINE STONE.” The 
glorified church will shine in all the efful- 
gence of the reflected glory of the eternal 
God. Ver. 11. ** Having the glory of 
God , and her light was like unto a stone 
most precious ; even like a jasper stone, 
clear as crystal.” 2. What does a wall 
mean? [t is a separation, a defence, seeuri- 
ly—thése are the characteristics of the 
church now, here—she will be perfected in 
them then, and there. 3. (Ver. 15.) 
‘* And he that talked with me had a golden 
read to measure the city and the gates 
thercof, and the walls thereof.” What 
means this ‘‘ golden measuring rod,” by 
which the glorified church is to be measur- 
ed? Goldin the Bible is an emblem of 
the righteousness of God. Gold is the 
most precious of metals ; righteousness isthe 
most precious thing in the universe ; no at- 
attribute so dear to Jehovah as rightcous- 
ness. And the glorified church tested by 
this standard, by the perfect righteousness 
of God, will be found without fault, an 
absolute cube of perfection. ** The breadth 
and length and height of the city are co. 
equal,— fifteen hundred miles every way ! 4, 
Then *‘ the city itself is pure gold, as it 
were ‘‘ transparent ‘‘ glass,” emblems of 
perfect rhteousness and perfect truth, for 
truth is always candid, sincere, TRANSPAR- 
ENT. 5. ** And the wall of the city had 
twelve foundations, and in them the names 
of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.” All: 
is casy here. ** We are built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets. 
Jesus Christ being himsell the chief corner 
stone.” ** Garnished ‘with all manner of 
precious stones,” denotes all the diversified 
grace of the Spirit, the ** beauty of the 
Lord our God upon ue,” 7. There was no 

temple in the city, for the Lord God 

Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of 
it, the whole Body is consecrated, all is 
sacred, all is worship, every word and act 
are adoration. 8. Then there are twelve 
gates— outlets of blessing. 

If we rightly comprehended the speaker 
he advocates what is termed the Pre-mil- 
lenial Advent theory and supposes that the 
Church thue deseribed as ‘‘ the Bride, the 
Lamb's wife” comprises that portion of 
the Redeemed that being raised and 
changed and glorified are to reign over the 
earth in conjunction with Christ accordin 
to chap. xx. 4, during the Millenium, dur- 
ing which period of blessedness myriads 
more, both Jews and Gentiles, as such, 
will be sanctified and saved ; and that al- 
though the narration comes in after the 
Millenium, and after the final Judge. 
ment, this is because the writer returns, 
having finished the relation of those events, 
to an incident that had been passed over ; 
and not because the descent of the New 
Jerusalem from heaven to earth, comes 
in historically after the final judgement, 

| shall offer no comment. Any thing 
that throws light on, or awakens enquiry 
respecting so deeply interesting a subject — 
(and there is no subject in the whole wide 
world of thought so deeply interesting and 
i ns when taken in all its bearings 
and surroundings), cannot be otherwise 
than acceptable w all who love their Bibles, 
One part of the Lecture [ came near 

passing over ; the application, The church. 
on earth should be ever looking forward to 
her state in glory, and Wiking that estate 
ber aim and object even here. Entire 
consecration—separation from the world, 
shining in the glory ol Christ, and our 
bodies his temple, the dwelling place of the 
Holy Ghost—let nothing short of this sat. 
isly ue. DisciruLus, 


