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THE LOST SHEEP,

There were nincty-and-nine that safely lay

1n the sheltex of the fold ;
And one was out on the hills away,

Far off from the gates of gold ;
Away on the mountains wild and bare—
Away from the tender Shepherd'’s care.

Lord, thou hast here the ninety-and-nive,
Are they not enough for thee "
But the Shepherd made answer, ** This of
mine
Has wandred away from me;
And, although the roads be rough and stecp,
I go to the desert to find my sheep.”

But none of the ransomed ever knew

How deep were the waters crossed;
Nor how dark the night that the Lord pa-sed
through,
- Ere He found His sheep that was lost,
Out in the desert He hedrd its cry,

" Sick, and helpless, and ready to die,

* Lord, whence are those bloyd-drops all the
way .

That mark out the mountain’s track "
“They were shed for one who had gone astray
w» Ere the Shepherd could bring him back.”
“Lord,whence are thy hands so rent and torn?"
“They were plerced to night by many a thorn.”

And all through the mountains, thunder-riven,
And up from the rocky steep,
There rosc a cry to the gates of heaven.
*“ Rejoice I have found my sheep !™
And the angels echoed aronnd the throne,
“ Rejolce, for the Lord brings back his own!"
- Little Sower.
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THE CHINESE PREACHER, HO-
TSUNSHEEN.

Dr. Legge, the eminent Chinese
missionaty und scholar, gives an inter-
esting account of a native Chinese
preacher who died last year. He was
born in 1818, was baptized in 1838,
studied the Chinese classics, dnd was
for some time at a college in Calcutta.
He spent his life in mission work,
though he might have gained five times
the salary allowed bim, and risen to
eminence in the service of the British
government, Dr. Legge speaks en-
thusiastically of his pupil and friend,
who must have been a truly remark-
able man,
his abilities, from which we ®opy the
following extracts, might make ordinary
persons ashamed of themselves, if they
despise the Mongolian and other races
as immeasurably inferior to the boast.
ed Anglo-Saxon. The learned Dr.
says :

During three years I read the Scrip.
tures with him, and various works on
theology, and on general and ecolesi:
astical history,  His knowledge ol
Eoglish became extensive and thorough
8o that he could read any ordinary
book and commentaries on the Serip-
tures with a ready apprehension of
their meanmmg. 1 set about teaching
him Greek and Hebrew, and was as-
tonished at his progress. Before the
end of 1842 he could read fluently
both the Old and New Testaments in
the original languages, and even at.
tempted with success, composition in
Hebrew, In the autumn of 1840
Tsunsheem gave me some assistance
in teaching the classes whioh I organ.
ized in the college, and in addressiog
his countrymen on Sunday. In the
latter exercise he displayed from the
first the elements of that power of fluent
and perspicuous exposition for which
he afterwards became so remarkable

To Chalmers, Wardlaw, Parsons
Melville, Leifohild, Binpey, and other
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preachersat home, I had often listened;

but I haye no heoitrlon in saying that
this Chinaman cxcelled them: all, . -He
was very various both in subject and. in
manner, but there was always ' clear
exposition. Now, . he would reason
closely,  Having thought out the touth
or subject which wae to be, his theme,
he would by flashes of oratony place it
in the most strikiog lights. “Avon’' he
would hold his hearers hanging on his
lips, while he

portions of the Scripture histories.

-

_pouded another ;

The description he gives of |

phically told them

. e —

One evening, the congregation, from
a temporary cause, was larger than
usual, and our little chapel was
crowded, every seat occupied, and
many standing in the passages, His
subjeot was—** Ye have have heard ot
the patience of Job.” Now, not one
in ten of his hearers had ever so much
as heard the name of Job; and he
dramatized to them the trials of the
atriarch with an overmastering spell.

hen he came to tell of ‘Job's sore
boils, hundreds were hotching about
as if themselves smitten with a similar
infliction. Then it seemed as if he
were stooping down in the pulpit to
get hold of & potsherd, and I was re-
called to self-consciousness by my hand
coming in coutact with the tiles of the
floor, as 1 was feeling about fogr the
same ohject. When 4 looked around
there were scores of hands similarly
occupied. |

Another time he was preaching
from Ps. oxxxiv. 14, and setting forth
the marvellous construction of the hu-
man (rame. As he dilated on the
hand, contrasting it with the corres.
ponding organ in one animal and
another, many of the people could not
restrain the expressions of their de-
light. - * Look at him ! look at him !"
cried one man of a gronp, who were
standing near me. ** Hear him,” res.
‘* there never was
anything like this!"

All this eloquence was extemporan-
eous. KExcept a skeleton or outline,
the preacher had written nothing®
And Y do not think he ever preached
merely for effect.. There was not a bit
of rant or bombast about his language
or manner, The style was clear, plain
and correct, so that every discourse, if
it could have been taken down in short
hand and printed, would have read
well. Aund what was to me remark-
able was, that a discourse was never
repeated with the same effect as on its
first delivery. Then it ¢ame gushing
from the fountain of the understand.
ing and the heart ; susequently it was
as if pumped from a deep well.

e wmew

A GREAT BAPTIST UNIVERSITY.

A corespondent of a New York con-
temporary thus writes on this pro.
posal ;= Whether it would or would
not be advisable for the Baptists of
America to unite in building a central
mammoth university, it is pretty cers
taio that they cannot be led to éngage in
such a work, But could not something
be done towards this by using our pre-
sent colleges as a basis of operations ?
The universities of England are simply
aggregations of colleges. Cannot the
various Baptist. institutions, of our
country be drawn into some ‘such re
lation to each other 7 The various col-
leges might elect a central woiversity
board, and this central board could
hold an annual examination, the eon-
ferring of  degreos
rather than with the separate college
corporations—degrees to be conferred
for merit, and not of favoritism, Or
if the colleges would not be willing to
yield their prerogative of conferring
degrees, a series of prizes might be
established, competition being open to
to all the colleges, The prizes might
be for excellence in partioular depart-
wents of study, as Greek ﬂfiswry. or
Mathematics, or better still, for excel-
lence in the combined branches of col.
legiate study, represented by the degree
of Bachelor of Arts, ~ A beard of ex.
aminers could draw up a series of
questions, and send thew in seuled en.
velopes to the Faculty of the different
colleges. On o given day the
en\'_eropes could be opened, and the
questions written on the blackboard
before each class. Let them write
down answers, and at night let these,
angwers beé sent in & packuge to the
board of examiners for inspection,
While but one paper could réceive the
prize, a valuation could be placed on
each set of answers, and then the list
of competitors, their colleges, and the
comparative merits of each could be
published. We might then know

| what our colleges, as @ whole are do-

1

resting with it

—_—

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Wednesday, November 6, 1872.

in. , and how they compared with each
other,
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THE NINEVITE COURT LADY.

Among the discoveries at Ninevah
one was a casket containing the body
of a lady of the Royal House. Many
of her garments were ‘entire. There
lay the golden studs that fastened her
vest. A mask of fine thin gold had
been so pressed upom her face as to
assume and retain her features.

In death; ** clothed in purple and
fine linen” secured by golden fasten.
ings ! While ghe lived her robes, no
doubt, flashed with precious stones.

But how was her soul attired ?
Was she olad with spiritual grace and
beauty as well as outward splendor?
Was the heart that beat beneath that
gold-studded vest so pure, so true, so
sweet as to win all other hearts and
give her word beth weight and wings ?

That golden . ¢ counterfeit present-
ment’ of her face is interesting as a
relic of antiquity, as showing the size
and cast of the fair lady's features, and
a8 proving the affection of the inmates
of the Court for their departed friends.
But was her look golden while she
lived ? Did her face radiate sunshine
and gladness? Did these features
ever show vanity, haughtiness, discon-
tent, envy, malice? Was her expres-
sion one of sympathy, cheerfulness,

hog; oy

as she one of those who heard the
voice of the prophet Jonah, and did
she turn to the true God and so in-
fluence her lord and the Court that she
had much to do with the salvation of
the great city ?

The golden outline of her features
and her rich outward adorning even
in death are well enough, but the
main question is a8 to the qualities
and condition of her soul, her real
self, of which the the remains found
were ouly the crumbled envelope.

It is more than possible, we even
hope, that we may see the Court
lady's face shining among the worship-
pers of the true God, a daughter of
the Most High, brought belore the
King in raiment of needle work and
wrought gold.

With us all the only important ques-
tion three thousand years  hence will

be: How was the sould attired ?—
W, & R.

THOU SHALT NOT STEAL.

BY REV,. GEORGE ™ MARDEN.,

We are all ready to ocondemn the
Tammany Ring thieves, We all res
joice thut Barabbas the robber is
‘caught, and hope that these men will
meet their deserts ; but what we want
i1 better blood in every vein and artery
of the nation. All through society
there is corruption which ° directly
tends toward such developments as
those of New York, Men who have
gotten money by fraud have too much
sociul tonsideration — harpies are
pleasantly laughed about, as being
quick-witted—political intriguers are
voted tor; 1 know a young man whom
I have "4 huodred times heard the
neighbors call a *smart fellow,” and
gsome eowthusiastic oneés,* the smartest
sulesman in Maine,” aud yet they have
evidence that he is struck through and
through ~with the fast colors of hy-
pocrisy. :

Now if we practically’ honor the
possessors of money, without much re-
gard to the way they camio by it, we
show that monuy is our idol, and that
the supreme object of our reverence and
worship, is * the god of getting on.”

The"fuve of money, which {8 the reot
of all evil, is doubtless our greatest
danger as a nation, as individuals,

The moral law 'of property mdy be
violated by what is commonly called
theft, or taking property without the
owner's knowledge, and with design to
deprive hia of it'without his' will,

gt is howewer no less violated Ny ob-
taining his cousént, that is by cheating,

A beggar who obtains mong¢y ‘on false

pretences, or a_person whd‘.gzl from
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quaintance with prominent men, and
because he is too lazy to work with his
hands, suggesting that he *‘ sometimes
preaches for the brethren,” and who
sets down his carpet-bag in your entry
just before the dinner hour; may per-
haps belong to the list of defrauders.
(od forbid that we should be suspicious
or cold and morose toward the stranger
that comes within our gates; but when
it is evident that a man’s only business
is to go from house to house, and to eat
bread, not personally earned, by ap-
pealing to that sympathy of the people
which is felt for the really destitute,
it would not be unscriptural to say to
him *¢ If any will net work neither shall
he eat.” * Let him labor, working
with his hands the thing which is good,
that he may have to give to him that
needeth.”

The law of property is often vio-
lated in the transfer of property. In
buying and selling, the seller is pre.
sumed to devote his time, skill and
capital to the business of supplying his
neighbors with things useful. For
thus investing his money,time and skill,
he is entitled to an advance on the
prime cost of his stock—and the buyer
is morally under obligation to allow an
advance—unless the market price de-
clines. If it rises, the seller is entitled
to more that an ordinary profit—as an
offset to his liability to loss.

It is only mentioning what is very
evident, to say that if the merchant has
rare skill and taste in buying. he is en-
titled to the benefit of his superior
skill in larger profits—as on the other
hand, if he is unskillful and gets bad
articles, he has no right to sell them
at the price of good ones. |

The loss is his and to make a neigh-
bor bear itis fraud. So if a man who
professes and is supposed to be a skill-
ful workman, spoils an article in mak-
ing or in mending it, the loss is his and
not another's.- Kvery man must be
liable for his own  malpractice. A
merchant is bound to sell at the cur-
rent price, because he professes to do
so. He wishes the public to under-
stand that they can trade as advan-
tageously with him as with others—
and he wounld resent any intimation
that hiy customers were being deceived
therefore it would be dishonest to sell
above rates at which he professed to
sell. To charge above the market
price, taking advantage of a buyer who
does not know the current priee, is a
fraud.

A shoe-dealer in Baltimore began at
six dollars, then stepped down to five
and a half, and followed me outiof the
store and up the sidewalk, tapering
down to three. He was an Israelite,
but not without guile. We instincte
ively flee such men. Again theright of
property is violated, when the seller
plies motives which have nothing to
do with the valu> of the article, for the
sake of influencing the will of the bayer.
A salesman says, ** I sold that green-
horn a lot of goods that I' knew be
did n't mean to buy and did n't need,
but I made him feél pretty well, and
pulled the mooney out of him.” He
chuckles over his suecess in appealing
to a class of motives which he has no
right to use, nod thinks himself a smart
salesman, e is really a defrauder,

Circulating false reports, so as to
raise or lower prices, comes under this
head.” Speculators. who buy up and
hold produce or other things, so as to
raise prices, must be included here,
So must the man who seeing another
coming, su{s,‘“ Now I'll sell him some-
thing,” and begins tg ply banter and
¢ jolery, and insists upon his lookiog at
this and that, and presents to his mind

‘| how it would please his wife, or bis

pretty daughter—and in fine froezes
to him, or sangs to him like a leech,
until hehas induced him to exchange
money for that which is not an équiva-

goods and make a living. The ques-
tion is, what is right? T koow a rum-
seller who used to remark that he must
live.

not perceive the npecessity. young

| town to town, clalming "ittiniate ac..

to me 'saying he had first-rate pay—

lent. Empty is the plea that such |
things must be done in order to sell

But many of the neighbors did'ﬁJ

man who had been a hotel clerk, wrote,

z WHOLE SERIES.
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b»ut. wfound thﬁ .l‘xe must tend bar ; so he
left, and said, that when he coulda’t
get a living without selling rum, he

would quit living and do something

else !

No man who is qualified for his pro-
fession, and who 18 industriously and
honestly using the ability which God
has given him, is obliged to use fraud
or immoral tricks of trade to make a
living. The grandest example of mer-

‘cantile success on this continent has

been owing to rigid adherence to a few
simple rules which are closely related
to the eighth commandment. Ove rule
is, no misrepresentation of goods. " It
is thoroughly understood by the 1,500
clerks, that they must tell the truth;
that overstatement or falsehood will be
followed by instant  dismissal
Another rule is, no importunity to pur-
chasers. A child may be sent for an
article and get whatis wanted, and on
the same terms as an adult. The
money of the poor will buy as much
there as the money of the rich—the
mouey of the stranger as much as that
of an acquaintance. It is a most re.
freshing tact, that the man who leads
the mercantile world on this continent
is a8 distinguished for his strict adher-
ence to the moral law of buying and
selling, as he is for the success which
has followed his method. It is grati-
fying to feel, as one looks upon that re-
nowned marble palace of trade which is
one of the wonders of our metropolis,
that it was not built by mere *‘ smart-
ness” but stands a monument to fair
dealing,

Not only the seller but the buyer is
under the obligation of the moral law
respecting the transfer of property.
If the seller uses his capital and skill
aund time, it is dishonest in the buyer
to with to benefit by these for nothing.
If one who sells an article has no
right to over-rate it, neither has the
buyer any right to under-rate it.
*“ It is vaught, it is naught saith the
buyer, but when he goeth his way
he boasteth,” It does not require a
Solomon to perceive the dishonesty of
such a course.

A’ man who peels off and uses a
postage stamp which “has been wused
ouce, but through oversight comes out
uncanculled, does a fraudulent aet,
The stamp that has been used but not
cancelled, is like a note that has been
paid but not destroyed. 8o ifa man's
railroad ticket should by oversight of
the condunctor remain in the hauds of
of the pussenger uucancelled, and he
should use it a second time, his second
conveyanee would be a stolen oune, and
he ~should properly, as he is borne
along, feel like a thief.

Sending letters and various articles
inside of newspapers, and gummiag
the wrapper so that the postmaster may

of fraud on which' the eighth com-
commandment has a bearing,

Using all the big oggs and selling
only little ones, is in the neighburhood
of this subject.

Taking off the * top"” of the pan, or
of the can, and selling the blue depths
below for the price of wilk: packing
cord wood so that without it looks
well, while within it is full of goarles
and rottenness, or piling wood so as to
make as many air spaces as possible—
all these practices are without cxouse,
No man can do such things without
violating the law of God.—Christian
Weekly.

- - . - —

F ANOTHER COMPARISON FOR

THE WAVERING.

We not long since saw the lamen.
tation of a brother over 'the slow
growth of Baptists, believiog in the
principle of restricted communion, as
compnred with that of open.cotnmun.
jon denominations.. He“had been
himself slightly touched with the virus
of the o‘pen-communion hospitality in
the Lord's Supper,and the effect was to
give him fits of despondency, in which
he saw little but disaster in what we
are not, We intended to give him,
and others afflicted in the same way, &

sedative two or three weeks ago, in
the comparative growth of American
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