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For the Christian Messenger.

LOANIN=AID FUND.

Mgr. EpiToRr,—

Sir,—1 am oot by any means dis-
pleased that the subject of the Loan.
in-Aid Fund should call forth public
criticism. If 'such an expression of
denominational sentiment, can be ob-
tained, as warrants the conclusion, that
the idea is a mistake, or is #o regarded
by the better intormed classes, and
those whose opinions in such a case
are deserving of respect,—to use a
technical phrase familiar to the legal
profession,~it is an easy matter to
procure ** a stay of proceedings.”

Any student who had applied, and
intended to prosecute an Academical,,
or Collegiate course, relying upon the
fund in question in whole or in part,
would probably get over the disap-
pointment, if he found that funds were
forthcoming as occasion required,
Surnished gratuitously, to enable him

‘to complete his course. | In that case,

the donors will of course he entitled
to be refunded the amounts of their
respective contributions. |

The discussion however as it pro-
gresses weekly, in your columns. as it
appears to me, seems to be deviating

from the main issue.

It is not, whether it were better or
more «esirable that a young man
should leave the halls of learning freeo
from all pecuniary liability—or shou'd
close his educational career, with a
hundreds of
dollars, requiring to be liquidated—
that is not the point. There is no
room for controversy there. :

The proper way to consider the mat-
ter is this: Is it wise or expedient
to encourage religious young men,
who are impressed that they are called
of God to preach the Gospel, and are
conscieus of their unfituess to-engage
in preaching or teaching for want of
education, young men who possess no
means of their own and know of no
friends to whom they can apply for
the assistance that will sustain them
during a course of preparation—is it

--wise or expedientthat the degomination

should encourage such to persevere,
and lean upon a fund provided, to
meet that olass of cases, leaving it
with the student himself-todecide
whether he will borrow on the terms
prescribed, or not ?

It may, or it may not be profitable
in this conection to discuss the sub-
ject of the duty of the Christian church
in regard to thé gratuitous education
of the ministry. It would probably,
to a large exteut divert attention from
the real issue, '

Believing, as Baptists do, that no
man is fit to be put.into the miuistry,
unless he be first ordained of God,
in other words that he should be a
truly converted mao, the spirit which
God has givem him, bearing witness
with his own spirit, that his duty is ta
preach the Gospel, and preparatory
to entering upon that duty, to gualify
himself by educational training—be-
lieving this, or something like it
practically as the result, the ranks of
the ministry for the most part, are
found to be recruited from among the
poor ot this world.

It may be too, that young ministers
do not stand exactly upon the same
platform as young men of other pro.
fessioms, in regard to temporalities,
and the prospect of liquidating liabili-
ties incurred ; but (i. for one, am
anxious to assist in improving their
condition and prospects, iu this respect
also, Our ministry, as a rule, is very
inadequately provided for. I say it
here over my own sigoature, for I
know how unwilling ministers are to
refer to so delicate a subjeet, and un-
less the Baptists of these Provinces
are content to accept second, or third
class men for their pulpits, they will
have to add from twenty-five to fifty
per cent to their salaries.

I have had the opportunity of hear-
ing some of tho first class pulpit
orators of Eogland, and I think, as a
rule that the Baptists of these Provi.
ence, all things considered have no
occasion to bl’nax for the pulpit repu-
tation of their ministry.
borne in mind always, that little more
than a quarter of a century has
elapsed since any thing higher than
a Grammar School education was to

“be obtained within the Province unless

upon conditions that were considered
objectionable.

In thus obtruding these extended
observations upon the Baptist publie,
I may here remark that I have three
distinct objects in view.

First—Iln all proper and prudent
ways to offer inducements to pious
young men feeling it their duty to

It wust be

selves theroughly for that purpose, in
order that the vineyard wmay be
thoroughly supplied with labourers.
Secondly —Thbat all surmountable
obstacles may be as far as possible,
removed out of their way—and
Thirdly and lastly—That ministers
of our demomination, should have such

not only be able to give themselves up
wholly to prayer and preaching of the
word, but that they may not also enjoy
that inestimable luxury of entertaining
the brotherhood and strangers as well,
and of giving liberally to all religious
benevolences, and thereby of setting
an example to their churches and con-
gregations. iy
I have yet many things to add in
connection with the subject under dis-
cussion, but as I am anxious in a mat-
ter of so much importance to collect
~the opinions of taose who write for the
press, in-order to assist wisely to shape
the future, I prefer to wait and hear
and read what others have to advance.
J. McCurvy.
Halifax, March 220d, 1872.

The Ohvistinn Ressenger,
Halifax, N. 8., March 27, 1872.

NURMAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY
CONVENTION.

Rev. A. R. R. Crawley will accept
our thanks for a copy of the Minutes
of the Sixth Anpnnual Report of the
Burmah Baptist Missionary Counven-
tion, received by the Eogl'sh mail on
Monday last, It forms a pamphlet of
82 pages, nicely got up, printed at
the Rangoon American Mission Press.
- The' Annual Meéting was held at
Maulmain on the 21st of October and
following days.

Rev. Dr. Stevéns was chosen Presi-
dent, and Rev. N. Harris president in
the Karen Language. Rev. M. Jame-
son was chosen Secretary and Th'rah
Too Wah, Karen Secretary; and Ko
Yak Koke, Burmese Secretary.

Rev. A. R. R. Crawley preached the
Annual Sermon in Burmese. Th'rah
Tay also preached in Sgau Karen ;
Th'rah Myat Tha, in Pgho Karen, and
Rev. W. George in English,
~The Minutes were kept and read in
the three languages—English, Burman
and Karen. The Report from the seve-
ral Districts, were read in the one lan-
guage used there, but the statistics
were given in the other languages also.
The Treasurer’s Report was read in
Burmese and Karen.

A committee on the -establishment
of a School or Schools was appointed
and subsequently reported, recom-
mending * That an Institution or In-
stitutions of learning of high grade be
‘established for the Karens and Bur-
‘mans of this country :”

That Churches and Associations, be re-
quested to aid in the maintenance of de-
serving young men who give evidence of a
call to the ministry and have entered upon
a course of study.

That opportunity be given to the mission-
aries and so the natives of the two races to
create two funds in the hands of the Con-
vention, the interest of which shall be ueed
for the support of teachers and pupils in the
contemplated Institution or lInstitutions,
and that these funds shall be called the
** Karen Educational fund™’ and the*+ Bur-
man Educational fund, ’

That a Circular designed to bring this
subject before the churches and solicit an-
nual contributions for this purpose be
prepured in Burmese, Karen, and English,
by persons appointed at this meeting, and
that copies ol said Circular be sent to the
different mission stations for immediate
distribution,

The Ministers and Delegates in at-
tendance weie as follows :

American Missionaries.eevissenes 12
Ordained native preachers...... oo 16
U“'rdl‘"\edoooooo-o.--ooo.oo-oo.o 3“
Lay delegates.covesvvnenss Cossense 18

Other Baptists in attendance : —

Americans.ooeee I I 8
Hurmunl....u..-..o...... vese o 14
Puho Kureus. ..., Serendes S8sRasES 64
8““ fx Setsenssrnane sessess ¥
Tuﬂngth()i. ooooooooooooo YR I 2
/300

Tu!ul ﬂttl’nd‘nceooo Sansnsnne 382

The following are totals of the Tuble
of Statistics :

Baptized 908; Added hy Letter 281;
Restored 188 ; Excluded 330 ; Dismissed

by Letter 327 ; Died 380 ; Present whole
808, Churches 339; Or-
dained Preachers 80; Unordained Preach-
uivalent in
ru * 44030 9 10; Nominal Christians
6,676 ; Schools 125; Pupils in Schools

whole Number 17,

ers 348 ; Contributions or °

5,560.

P;ench the l!mpcl to qualify them-

salaries secured to tham that they may

From the Report’of the Henthada

®A rupee is equal to about 50 cents, an anna
about three cents, and a pice one fourth of a

cent.

]
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Karen Mission Ngrmal School, we
quote a paragraph or two which will’

interest our readers :

 Duting the rains just past, three native
assistants have been employed the greater
rt of the time. Moreover, most valua-
le and constant assistance in the conduct
-of the school has been rendered by our co.
workers, Miss DeWolfe and Miss Norris.”
‘“ We are sorry to be obligod. to record,
as at present appears,-the failure of our
mission to the Siamese Karens, The Pgho
Karen Pastor, San Quain, who undertook
it, and who, amid many discouragements,
persevered 1n it for two years, has, we
understand, left the ficld disheartened, and
has returned to Maulmain. . We hope to
hear from him in person at this meeting,”

It is highly gratifying to see that the
Divine blessing has attended the labors
of our brethren and sisters iu these mis-
sions, and it should be a matter of de-
vout thanksgiving that we have been
permitted to take any part in this glori-
ous work. |
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BAPTISTS IN THE U. STATES.

The following table is from the
American Baptist Year-Book. We
have been obliged to omit the columns
giving the number of churches and
ministers,  In almost every State the
number of churches exceeds that of
minister#—the exceptions are Coluw-
bia, Rhode Island, Massachusets, New
Jersey and New Hampshire.

It will be observed that the States
are placed in rank according to their
comparative denominational strength
which is determined by the ratio as
shewn in the last column. The total
number of churches is 18,397, and of
winisters 12,013, .
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1Georgiaeeaviesens| LISK100) 148524100 8
2|South Carolina..! 705,006 753111te 9O
3 Virginia.ooovone I L25,103] 1WERG'1to. O
4 North Carolina:. 1,071,361 M3 to 11
5 Mississippl voo... ' W2 THOIT 1 to 12
6 Kentucky.sovoooi| LELOIT] 88871 to 14
7 Arkansas......., - 4844711 30,040/1 to 14
8 Tennessee ....... 1,208,020  BOS44(1 to 16
Ol Flor:d%e v sess vess 8,048 1,701t 10
10 Alabamat. .oy ooos 000,002 01,7251 to 17
11| Dist. of Columbial 131700 7.380'1 to I8
IRITORRNS s s va sansed RIRNTY 3035111 to 21
13| West Virginia...| 442014 10071 to 2
14| Louisiang « v vovei | TR6015 305881 to 23
15| Missourkssveviis | —LTRL200 WYl to 3
16/ Rho le Island.... 217363 0.650{1 to 2
17 Connecticut...... 57 04 10,103{1 to 28
SRR e s santansss ] 626.015 10,6031 to 32
10| Massachusetts. .| 1497351 . 417321 to 35
20| NewdJersey.ou. .. V00,0061 - 2W.I081 to 36
21{New Hampshire, 18,300 8, 147{1 to 30
QWINew Yorkeessoo, 4,382,709 11182111 to 3
PATE LB | T C O | 2530801 VOGI7H to 42
i Indiana. oo 1,680,087 35.730(1 to 47
2O KANSAS cveasesves S04, 300 wilto 4
20, 0regon viveviiaes 00,023 180311 to 60
7 Pennsylvania....| 3,021,791 . 59,3001 to &9
B Wyoming..eavss 0,118 1541to OO
20| Michigan.. «vvus 1,184,050 I 1to
JOIMinnesota. v 300,700 6.‘.‘4151 to 66
SRt oss vt 2,605,200 41300/1 to 65
T e A R 1,190,702 1964111 to @7
33 Netraska. oo ooves 122,003 1,061 to 20
J4| Inalan Territory. 62,701 W0l to N
33| Vermont..os soos 330,551 86701 to M3
36| Wisconsin....... 1,004,670, 10,270{1 to 103
37| Washinyiton..... 23.006 201 to 1M
38| Colorado.... «vs 4O, 804 300/1 to 133
S0 Marvland. oo TRO.8x4 5431 to 145
40| Californin. ...vv. 500,247 3608 1 to 153
411 Delaware..oovees 125,015 w1 to 1IN
A2 DARORA. v o vavr e 14,181 | 501 to 283
SITERRS <o hsas 14.000 2001 to T48
#iNevadae. oo 2401 201 to 4124
5/ Arizona. ... oo L Y P
40| New Mexico. v B ORI S
$21URR G v s connnn ‘ m..‘mi ......... [s3sas
In United States.| 38,665,083| 1,480,101[1 to 20

“ RESPECTABLE LIQUOR
STORES» AND “LOW GROGGE.
RIES.”

Mr. Epiror,—

It appears that tho patrons of respectable
drinking establishments, and even the
keepers thewmselves have no objection to
legislation that may get rid of *“low gr
geries,” but which does not interfere with
the carrying on. of their own legitimate
business. | have been curious to know the
difference between these two classes of
liquor dealers, and to find out where to
draw the line between those which should
be pmtectod and cherished, and - the others
which may be regarded as- publi¢’ nuisances
to be suppressed und put down. What are
the criterin of respectability? Does the
possession of wealth in the proprietor render
their business respectable? Or, docs the
amount of business done by them in dealing
out death constitute a gr(;und of  respecta.
bility? Su one of the large establish.
menym in thg mm of the ycargoeuoooedc in
making out of one hundred genial well-edu-
cated men, ranging from mewbers of parlia-
ment to clerks, who visit its bar or back-
rovm , say serenty regular habitual drinkers
and thircy who may have gone a ste
fucetier wod must be reckoned as drunkards :
Is that establishment to be regarded as a
** respectable” ovne, or a ** low groggery ?”
Then suppore anatherdealer supplies suilors,
trucken and laborers with the fiery fluid,
and does the same, or perhaps a less nmount
of the destructive work ? is he to be classed
among the low groggery, or the respectable,
wen? [t may be that the latter reckons
his gnins at o lower figure,but why should
his liquor shop therefore be styled a low
groggery, whilst his more wealthy brother

esruan whose customers are wore nuwm-
erous, and are as frequently brought to the
same level in the street, be designated,
** respectable 7" I you can inforw me how
to.draw the line of distinction, you will

much oblige, Yours,
INQuiRER.
Our correspondent’s enquiry is not

o
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easily answered. We suppose the best: ,

means of judging of the proper distino-
tion is by the fruits ofthe traffic. We
believe it is not contended that the
amount of good which is being done
by this busivess is to be reckoned in
the same ratio as the amount of busi-
ness, but rather the reverse, and if this
be the criterion adopted to judge of
respectability the one doing the small-
est amount should be regarded-as the

‘movre-respéotable of the two.  If wealth

were made the standardof respectabili-
ty, iu this or any other business rela-
tion, some of the best men in the world
would stand but a poor chance. ¥

-

A QUESTION OF REBAPTISM.

.. A “pastor” writes the New Yo 'k Ea-
aminer and Chronicle of a case which
had ocourred in his own church ;—

“ A Indy professes “tonversion at a very
carly age,-and is regularly received into
the fellowship of a Baptist church. She
afterwards awakens to the fact that she is
not a christian. After a sad state of mind
for several years, she presents herself a
subject for prayers ata revivabmecting,
and again professes conversion. All the
while her name has been among God's

people. Is her haptiam valid? and if not,
for what reasons?”

On which the editor remarks :—

Baptism was administered and received
on the profession of her faith in Christ
Jesus, It was, as we have no doubt,
honestly administered and received, What
more could be done if a rebaptism were to
occur? And what assurance could be
given that another relapse would not hap-

n, and question of a third baptism?

Ind the hand of fellowship been withdraw
from her, we do not think rebaptism would
be needful on her being again received into
the church, and certainly not as ¢*her name
has all the while been among God's peo.
ple.”” Probably her heart was there too,
but like thousands of others ehe retused to
give herselt the comforts ot it, or would
not admit the fact of its boing there.

We have known of seve#dl cases
similar to the above, and, as our con-
temporary’s remarks entirely ocoincide
with our view of the matter, we have
thought well to copy them for the
benefit of any of our readers who may
have similar difficulties.

— - ———

Tre ArosTLes’ CrReEED.—The New
York Metiodist gives the following
respecting this ancient piece of the
Church of England formulary :—

* Original Christianity was more than
three hundred years without any author-
itative ** Creed.” Tue so-called *¢ Apos.
tlea’ Creed” is now well known not to have
been ot apostolic origin ; it took form by
slow aceretions, and was not completed
probably till about the times of Ambrose
(third century), in whose works its present
lorm, in the Anglican liturgy, firet appears.
[t was not habitually repeated in the
Church until near the beginning of the
sixth century,

It is n suggestive fact of ecclesiastical
history that the period of three hundred
years or more, which comprises the era of
the greatest purity and power, the greatest
triumphs, the greatest heroism, saintship,
and wartyrdow of the Church, was pre.
cisely that in which she wag least shackled
with dogmatic definitions and restrictions.
Christinn life and work are the best pro-
tections of Christian orthodoxy.”.

- - .-we R R

We doubt not our readers will be
much profited by a perusal of the
Sermon on the first pages of this and
last week’s Messenger, and by the re.
flections whizh it must awaken in the
heart of every loving disciple. The viaw
it presents of the work of our Lord is
one full of instruction. The popular
and striking manuer in which Dr.
Armitage preseuts the facts of Christ's
death can but afford comfort to the
believer, and rémove many difficulties
which surround the subject when his
murderers ure regarded as the sole
agents of his death on tho cross.

The two papers on onr fifth page
from the pen of Rev. Dr. Hovey, will
repay careful perusal. He is a high
authority on that subject—not perhaps
80 much for nny positive high ground
he takes onScriptife statenients as for
his patient examination of objections
to what are regarded as the orthedox
views, and his clear euunciution of Bi.
ble teaching in reference to the difficul-
ties that present themselves,

T W —

We are glad to learn that there are
good grounds for hoping that Rev, Dr.
Warren, the Seoretury of the Ameri-
can Baptist Missionary Unioun, will,
coutrary to expectation recover from
the sad affliction he has recently suf-
fered. The formation in the stomach
which was supposed to be cancer is
disappearing.

e ——

The church at Now-Berlin has had a
L’."‘W' relreshing. Sixteen have been
M b’ the mrg &'O Jo Lt R"o

-

| $2 60 for C.

Aotices, &r.

RECEIVED FROM WOMEN'S MISSION AID
SOCIETIES,

Cavendish, P. E. 1.—

per J. Desbrisay, Esq. . . $12 61
Springford, P, E. 1.—
Mrs, Matheson. . . . 072

M. R. S':t.nau. Sec'y,
+ Mareh 90/A. 18782 - ———

o e -

LETTERS RECEIVED.,

Jacob Miers, $2. ~ Jas. Desbrisay, $6.60

—also §1, for A. M. X, Z. Chipwman,
Eeq., .$2.50, R. Dobson, $2 50—also
C. luntingdon, §5, to Deo,
31.71. A, Martell, $§2. Rev. W. E.
Hall, $2. Rev. 8, Mamh, P, L. Hamp.
ton, James Noonan, §1. Joriah Soley,
$2. G, V. Rand, A. Cahoon.”

—u-.;.ﬁ-......‘..&_w..n S

~Wews of fhe Week,

PROVINCIAL Smhhmv's OFrICE,
Halifax, March 10th, 1872

APPOINTMENTS,

Inverness Co.~ To be Health Officer at

Plor: Hawkesbury—Henry Bissett, Esq.,
M. D, ‘

Guysborough Co,—~To be Justices of the

Peace—Abrabam W, Bigelow, and Wm._

S. McKenzie.

Our Harnor had been remarkably free

from ice all the winter up to the last snow-
storms. The vast accumulations of snow
however, and the severe frost which
followed fixed the surface on Thursday
night 8o that the Dartmouth Ferry Steamer
had great difficulty in making her way over
on Friday morning. After spending about
threo hours on her first trip it was less
difficult, and the crossing ;was continued
by one boat through the day and following
night. On Saturday it took about three
quarters of an hour for each trip. The
dock was 80 filled with ice that the passen-
gers were landed on the whart outside of
the dock: It was uneafe to cross on the
ice on foot as three large steamers came u

in the course of Thursday and Friday an

left a channel but slightly covered. On
Saturday night and Suaday morning the
storm broke up the ice, und the wind going
round to the north carried the ice out to
sea in a very ghort time, leaving the harbor
clear. On Sunday morning one of the
Ferry steamers moored outside the dook,
about 10 o'clock broke away with the ice
around her, and was carried up nearly to
the Narrows and ran ashore, where she
remained till the tug-boat Goliah was sent
to bring her back. The boats are now
running regularly as usual, It is not Jike-
ly that there will be any further trouble
oocasioned by ice in the harbor this winter.

Tur Coan Famine.—The fears of lmvinP
a ooal famine in Halifux, have been partiale
ly relieved by the arrival of two vessels la-
den with coal, which left Cape Breton at
the beginniog of the winter, but were fro-
zen up in Arichat barbor on the way.
They ure asking $12 per ton for the coal,
but it is not likely that wmuch of it will be
sold at that rate. His Worship the Mayor
has made arrangements with the Dockyard
authorities for supplying pasties with a
hall or & quarter ol a chaldronata time, at
the very moderate price of §0.50 per chal-
dron, The charitable sovieties too have
made and are making most commendable
efforts to meet the wants of the very poor,
80 a8 to prevent their being iwposed on by
the retail coal-carts, ‘I'he old engine house
is.approprinted to this work, und the poor
are supplied at a quarter dollar a bushel,
Charitable persoms way well appropriate
their benevulence through these socicties.
We may hope that now the worst is past,
and thut vessels will be coming in with
coal from the harbors on the coast,
* The recent experience of want of fuel for
city use, and to supply the ocean steamers
will probably lead to some new arramge-
ments by which larger quantities may be
stored for these purposes, If it should be
the moans of opening up & new branch of
the trade by which merchants would kee
o regular supply, and furnish householders
weekly with what they might require with-
out obarﬂzng exhorbitant rates, it would
prevent the neocessity fur uvocupying s
wuch cellar room in houses and prove a
great convenionce to all parties The cval
merchant would thus
branch of trade, here as in older countries
and a better caloulation cowld bo made of
what quantity would be ordinarily necdet,
Awmong the firet lute expected to-come
over the railway is une for Mesars, 8. Cu-
nard & Co,, who will place the greater
part of ic at the disposal of the public at
cost, Mesers, 'Fishwick and Lavers are gn.
titled- to the thanks of the poor for hiv-
ing sent there express toaws to romove/fhe

coul from the Dockyard to the engine house

free of charge, thereby enabling the so.

cieties to offer it for sale at the actual coss
price,

It is expocted that the Loonl Logislature
will be prorogued about the 10th of April,

Harirax Counry.—An adjourned meet.
ing of the Court of Quarter Sessions was
held on Tueaday lnst. On the recommen-
dation of the Grand Jury, Mr. W, J,
Morris was arpulntod County Clerk ot
Licenses ; and liconses to scll ligquors were
granted to 32 persons, 10 of whom reside
in Dartmouth. The list of persons to fill
the various county offices, handed in by the
Grand Jury, was oconfirmed. Justices
Laurie, Ross and Farrell were appointed a
comuitteo to examine the laws respecting
the Grand Jury and the Liquor Licenses,
and report such amendments as are con-

necessary.
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