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Mg. FeLrows is daily in receipt of letters
of enquiry, from various parts, reepecting
his Syrup of Hypophosphites. One recent-
ly received, leads to the belief that the
public mistake his meaning in reference to
its effect in imparting euperior ener.y to
ithe mind:—Where the intellect has been
imwaired by overwork or by kindred causes,
the use of the Syrup, together with proper
precuutiuna in the use ot food, c!uthing,
exercise and rest, will restore full power to
the brain and nerves. Superiority of gen-
jus consists in great capacity of brain for
aseimilating- material from every fuarter,
and of developing in proportion, but as by
far the greater number are not well endow-
ed by nature, consequently lacking thie
capacity, it would be quite impossible to
find cranium space for material necessary
to constitute the brilliant genius, I[Henee,
although the Syrup will aesist in restoring
the mind which is lost, it cannot change a
patural born idiot into an intelligent man,

- - b

STATE OF MEN AFTER DFATH.

BY REV, ALVAH HOVEY, D.D.
I,

The best minds are sure to feel an inter-
est in the future, and to ask such questions
as these: Is there a period and etato be-
tween the death of the body and its resur-
rection? Are the eouls of men conscious
in that state? Iave they bodies in it?—
Or will they rather receive bodies at tome
future time when the dead are raised? If
there is to be a resurrection, 'will it -be of
all the dexd? When will it take place?
And will the righteous and the wicked be
raised at the same time? Are the spirits
of good men happy and the spirits of lLad
men miserable in the middle state? Have
those of either class any sort of intercourse
with their friends here oot carth? It is
easy to say that men need not concern
themeclves in such matters, about ¢ the
undiscovered country, from whose borne
no traveller returns ; but a serious mind
will notebe satisfied with sach an answer
to its questionings, It cannot live in the
present, forgetful of the past and heedless
of the future, Ever moving out of the
past into the futare, its life lays hold at
every moment of both, And this is the
glory of man, His conservative and pro-
phetic powers -are alike wonderful, and
his presentiment of what is to be has quite
as much to do with his character as his
sonse of what has heen. A different an-
swer to these questions is therefore needed.

But if the questions given above are to
be answered in this life, the unswer must
come from the Word of God. A close and
reverent study of the Scriptures affords the
only prospect of light. If they speak, the
wise willhear; if they are dumb, the wise
will hearken to none,  Conjecture is vain ;
the veil which hides the unseen world from
the seen can be pierced by no mortal sight.
The answers which philosophy hae given to
questions about personal life beyond the
grave are faint, ambiguous and unsatisfuc-
tory. The speculations of genius and the
voices of nffection, whether showing us the
‘ gates ajur’ or the ** gated wide open,”
are utterly futile, except so far as they rest
upon & sober interpretation of the Serip-
tures. It will, therefore, be my wim to
exnmine the Seviptures, as to the state of
“ Men after Death,” in what may be called
a series of Biblical studies; for in no other
way could I hope to offer the rcader nny
thing worthy of attention on this subject
And it will not be surprising if the Serip-
tures are found to shed more light upon
tome purts of the suhject and less upon
others than is generally supposed. - W hat-
ever would be of salutary influence upon
the character of man here, they are careful
to reveal; but whatever would simply gra-
tify his curiosity they pass by in silence;
for their ends are absolutely proctieal and
spiritual,

And there seem to be special reasons for
fuch an investigation at the present time,
For grave differences of helief in respect to
the destiny of men, and especinlly of the
wicked, after death, have found their way
into the hearts of Christians, Some, in the
violence of their reaction against the popal
and unsoriptural doetrive of purgatory, ap-
pear to believe that the righteous and the
wicked both enter on their final state at
death, the one in heaven and the other in
bell; so that the resurrection and the judg-
ment are either anticipated or deemcd of
elight importance. Others profess to find
in the nature of man and in the word of
God grounds fur & belief that all men, goed
and bad, pass by death into a state of utter

insensibility, from which only the g od
will ever be awakencd. Still others ima-
gine that while both good and bad are con-
scious aftor death and will be raised at the
last day, the bad will suffer just punish.
ment in the final state, but a punishment
ending in annihilation. And yet others
suppose that the offer of salvation will be
renewed to the wicked after death, when
many, if not all, will aceept the offer and
find favor with God. Are any of these
correct in their belief? There can be no
doubt of their sincerity or piety; may we
accept their doctrine? Not a few of them
have reached their present position hy pass-
ing through severe mental and spiritual
conflicts; shall we ask them to reconsider
the sulject and retrace their steps ?

That they should do so is certuinly my
strong desire, and in the studies which are,
to follow I shall endeavor to weite in  such
a spirit that no pereon, whatever his be.
lief may be, will have reason to eomplain
of unfairness in the argument or want of
charity in the language, Without at-
tempting to examine every text of Serip-
ture which has been appealed to in support
of one or another of the views mentioned, 1
shall undertake tg explain the decisive
statements of Holy Writ in relation to the
topic of inquiry, and to show, by selecting
at lenst a specimen passage from each
class, that all other declarations, when pro-
perly interpreted, are consistent with them,
[n this way only can the discussion be kept
within reasonable limits and the intercat of
any number of readers be rctained to the
end. But let it be distinctly understood
that 1 am not to restrict my studies to the
polemical aspocts of the subject ; but am
to set forth us clearly as possible what the
Seriptures appear to reveal concerning the
state of good and bad men after death,-~
The topie has its heights as well as its
depths, its visions of Paradice as well as of
Hades, its prospects of good as well as of
evil, If less nced be said of the brighter
side than of the darker, it is only beeause
men are more willing to accept the testi-
mony of God as to the lormer than as to
the latter. Promises cannot be. made too
large, the greatest good is not too much,
for even a sinful heart to covet; but threat-
enings are a difforent matter, and must be
weakened by every device,

To do this is very natural to the heart of
man, and therefore, as we might expeot,
attempts have often been made to reduce
“the force of Scriptural Junguage when that
langunge depicts the doom of ungodly men
afier death. The language in question is
indecd farfully strong; but much of it is
the langunge of One who died for His foes,
and who will be their Judge at lgst. The
wrath which they will suffer will not be
that of a heurtless or malignant being, but
« the wruth of the Lamb;" and the follow-
ers of that Lamb are searcely at liberty to
soften  the import of words ewmployed by
Him in deseribing the punishment of His
foes, It appears‘to be the duty of a Chris-
tian to search the Seriptures diligently and
interpret thew fuirly. e knows nothing,
apart from thom, concerning the life that is
to come, and if he accepts their testimony
in respect to the condition of the saved he
must neeept it also in respect to. the ques-
tion of literal or figurative langunge; it re-
fers only to the meaning, whether express-
ed literally or figuratively. Yet it way be
well to say at the outset, that most of the
language used by the sacred writers or by
Christ Hiwself to set forth the realities
of another state, is figurative, This might
have been cxpected from the nature of the
case, and it is wmade very evident by a
study of the New Testament, It should
therefore he borne in mind, as this exami-
nation proceeds,

Ll
FACT UF AN INTERMEDIATE STATE,

The ** expression Intermediate State"
will he psed to denote the condition of men
during the period between the death and
the resurrection of the body. [t has there.
fore nu necessary reference to locality ; the
righteous may be in heaven and the wicked
in hell, or the former in Paradise and the
latter in Iades ; but if they have laid aside
their corraptible hodies and have not yet
received incorruptible ones, their state
differs in one important respect from  that
which precedes amd from that which will
follow it, and may therefore he fitly ealled
widdle, or intermediate.

To prove that there is such a state it
wust be shown that the resurrection of the
body does not ordinarily sake place at the
moment of death, I say *‘ ordioarily,”
because there will be one great exception
to the rule; the saints who suffer natural
death just before the second coming of
Cbrist will doubtiess be raised at once to
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meet Him with joy. And it may be added
here, that the opinion entertained hy some
on the supposed authority of 2 Cor, 5: 1
$q., that provisioual bodice will be given
to departed spiri‘'s, does not conflict with
the doctrine of the middle state ; for though
it lessens, it by no means destroys the
difference between the conditions of men
before and after the final judgment. A
provisional-body is dge thing ; an incor-
ruptible and glorious body, like that of vur
exalted Saviour, is quite another thing
Bat to the evidence !

Julius Miiller appeals to three places.in
the New Testament as affording conclusive
proof of a simultaneous resurrection of the
dead at some future time, and therefore as
proof of a middle state. 1t will be well to
look at these passagee, In his first epietle
to the Thessalonians, who were troubled
about their departed friends, Paul makes
use of the following language:

““ But I would not have you to be igno-
rant. brethren, concerning them which are
asleep, that ye sorrow not even as others
which have no hope, For if we beiieve
that Jesus died and rose again, even so
them also which slecp in Jesus will God
bring with him. For this we say unto you
by the Word of the Lord, thit we which
are alive and remain unto- the eoning of
the Lord shall not prevent them which are
asleep. For the Lord Himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of the archangel, and with the tramp of
God : and the dead in Christ shall rise first :
then we which are alive and remain shall
be caught up together with them in the

clouds, to meet thve Lord in the air: and so
shall we ever be with the Lord:” 4: 13—

17. ,

Here it will be observed hy the student :
(1.) That Paul uses just the same word to
express the fact of Christ's resurrection and
the fact of the resurrection of the dead in
Christ.  (2,) That, according to the npos-
tle's teaching elsewhere, the resurrcction of
Christ was the reanimation of [lis body
and its reunion with His soul ; for he ap-
peals in proof of His resurrection to men
who had identified Him' by their senscs
during the forty days before . e was taken
up. (3.) That the re:urrectioo of ** the
dead in Christ” had not taken place when
Paul wrote this letter. They were then
‘* aeleep” and both the descent of Christ
from heaven and their resurrection to meot
Him in the air were future events. (4.)
That the resugrection of the dead in Christ
would take place before the living would
be caught up in clouds. And (5.) That
the apostle professes to epeak ** in the Word
of the Lord ;' in other words, he claizs to
have received the revelution which he was
making from the Lord Himself. Now it
must be conceded that these particulars
show that believers in Christ did pot, in
the first age of the church, receive their
glorified bodies immediately after death,
but were to receive them nt the second
appearing of Chriss.

But it will be noticed that this passage
says nothing plainly in respect to a change
in the bodies of enintPwho may be yet alite
at the coming of the Lord., Pursibly a
change of some sort may be implied in
their being eaught up in clonds to meet the
Lord in the air and remain forever with
Him ; but no change is distinetly foretold.
Yet this omission is supplied by the apos-
tle’s wordsin 1 Cor, 15: 22, 23, 53, words
which are very elear-and emphatic. ** Fur
a® in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall
all be made alive ; but every man in his
own order : Christ the first fruits ; afterward
they' that are Christ’s at His cowming.”
‘ Behold, T show you a mystery ; we shall
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,
in & moment, in the twinkling of an eye,
at the last tramp: for the trumpet shall
sound, and the dead shall be ruised incor-
ruptible, and we shall be changed. '

These words cither confirm or comple-
ment those givenabove from his tiist epiutlo
to the Thessalonians, (1.) They confirm
the doctrine of a resurrcction of the pious
dead, a resurrcction by which the spirits of
the departed will be clothed with bodies in
sowe sense identical with those laid in the
grave, yot so changed as to be imeorruptible
and immortal. (2) They also conlirm the
statement that t' ercsurrection of the pious
dead will take place ** at the last trumpet,”
an event certainly future in the judgment
of Paul, (3.) They udd to this teaching
the important truth that all belicvers in
Thrist will be changed, whether they die or
not. ~ And, as the whole chapter proves,
that change will be made in the body, that
the sams may be a fit and perfect organ of
the spirit forever, '

Bat in neither of theso passages is any
thing said concerning a resurrection of the
wicked. The object of the apostle did not
lead him to speak of the future state of the
ungodly., But thore is & passage in the
Gospel of John which completes the in.

THE_CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

formation which God has been pleased to
give Hiw people on. this puint. For Christ
is represented by John (5: 21, 25, 28,
29) a8 claiming for Himselt the power and
office of raising both the soul and the body
of man from a state of death. First, the
soul:

‘“ As the Father raiseth up the dead

Verily,
verily I say unto you, the hour is coming
and now is, when the dead shall hear the
voice of the Son. of God ; and they that
hear shall live.”

This tenches the resurreetion of the soul
to a new and higher life,

bod y:

Secondly, the

“ Marvel not at this, for the hour is coming
in the which all that are in the graves shall
hear His voice and shall come torth ; they
that did good, to the resurrection of life,
and they that practised evil, to the resur-
rection-of judgement.”

These last verses affirm the resurrection
of men with their bodies. (1) The ex-
pression ‘* marvel not at this,” that is, the
agency of Christ in raising men to ¢ new-
ness of life,”" suggests that He is about

more wonderful, It must therefore be a
different kind of resurrection. (2) The
expression ‘* an hour coming,”” without
the clause added before, ¢ and now ‘is,”
places the event spoken of in the future.
Yet men were even then suffering bodily
death, and if Christ knew that bodily
death was followed at once by the resur-
rection lle would naturally have used the
snme language in speaking of the- body as
of the soul. (3) The expression * in the
graves” directs the mind to a future re-
surrection ot the body. (4) The assertion
that thote who practised evil, as well as
those who did good, shall come forth, for-
hids a reference of the language to spiritual
resurrection or renewal, and requires us to
understand it of a bodily resurrection.

-Jesus, then, predicted with His own lips

a resurrcction of all the dead at some
future time,

Thus the doctrine of a middle state is
established by the only suitable evidence ;
and this evidence is so plain, and direct,
and complete, as to render serious doubt

impossible to one who accepts the New
Testament as an inspired record.

RMissionary  Intelligence,

(From the March Missionary Magarzine.)

MISSIONARY CORRESPOND.
ENCE.

CoxcrusioN or JourNaL o Mg. Courorr—
Norxs or A Touk oN THE Garo HiLLs
Personal Ornaments.—The style of or-

grments worn by the people we met here

are different from those we had seen hefore,

A profusion of bress ear rings, large and

heavy, is common, In some casos the wo-

men have sa many that the ears cannot
support their weight, and a string, passing
around or over.the head shares the burden.

The whole*neck and shoulders of some of

the women were covered with string after

string of a bell shaped wetallic ornament,
some times interspersed with shells and
beads. Of these latter, aany are made

from a very white brittle stone that takes a

high polish, and are very expensive, for it

is & very long and tedious process to make
them. We judged that some of the wo-
men must have had no less than five or six
pounds of ornaments on their necks. The
lqve of ornamentation among Christian wo-
men at home might be shamed out of ex-
istence by the spectacle here presented.
The men have a number of brass ear-
rings, generally smaller than those worn by
the women. But a large proportion of
thesu we met here had a brass ornament
fastened in the top of the ear, from which
was suspended w string of jewels or préci-
ous stones, about the color of dark corne-
lian. The string is two or three inches
lng, and is tipped ‘with glass: ' We had
never ohserved anything of the kind befure,
even among the rudest Garos, Another

the men, was a head-tand of cloth, covered
with figired brass plates about an inch
square, and bordered with the white stone
heads, These were marks of distinetion,
and #0 fur ns we could learn, were worn by
those who themselves or whose ancestors
had killed an enemysand taken his skull in
some of their tribal or village feuds.

Men and H’ongm Smo/un.—-'l‘hey were
greatly addicted to smoking, and used reg-
ular pipes. ‘Those of the men were gener-
ally wade of a pewter colored metal, with
a crooked stem, to which was attached a
chain and an article, nameless to me, made
of iron or steal and used for stirring up the
savory fire or cleaning out the perfumed

bowl. The women, who vied with the

and quickeneth them ;- even-se-the —Son.|
quickeneth whom He will.

to speak of what would scem to them yet -

ornament, worn by comparatively few of

| in the plains,
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men in their relish for ‘¢ the weed,” used
a less pretentious pipe made of bamboo, a
small hollow branch inserted into the bowl
serving for a stem,

The cotton for sale is brought in large
coarsely-braided bamboo Baskets, about four
feet long and two in diameter. These rest
on the backs of the men, being supportéd

across the forehead. So these hill people
¢arry all their burdens, A large number
of men moving along in Indian file, each
with one of those baskets looking twice as
laxge.as.the.bearer, and filled.with..cotton,
i8 & novel sight. They can be seen ‘coming

to the market by all the roads which con-
verge towards that point.

The Cotton Market.— A space of some

acres is largely covered by the many hun-

dreds of baskets, filled with cotton.

Groups of people gathered around little

fires, kindled here and there.. Some are

| cooking their food ; others are eating their

rice from plaintain leaves, lying on the
ground. Others still are trying to get a
little warmth, which the almost entire ab-
sence of clothing renders necessary. The
hum of many voices comes from all“sides.
As we pass among them, weat once greatly
attract their attention; for a white face
they do not often see. As soon as we stop,
curiosity surrouuds us-with a good audi-
ence.

Opportunity for Preaching.—Then is the
opportunity for speaking to them of the
glad message. To introduce our theme, it
Beoms pertinent to refer to the object which
has brought them together. They have
come to bay and sell, and get gain. They
neither give nor receive anything gratui-
tously. - We have come, not as governmerit
officers, to levy a tax or to get their services,
but bringing to them the knowledge of that
which is heyond all. price, salvation from
sin through our atoning Saviour, and offer-
ing. this precious thing freely, fully,
** without money and without price. * In
cvery case we have found them secmingly
interested hearers. If anything was said
in reply, it was not as objecting to the
truth presented, but asserting the difficulty
of giving up what their forefathers had be-
lievad and practived,

Baptism of Garos.—We spent three
days at Khokhal. On the evening of the
16th four presenfed themselves for baptism,
and after a long and carefu) examiogtion,
were reccived. On the following morning
another was examined and received. We
bad feared ghat this step might lead to per-
secution by their friends and neighbors,
though we know God can make even that
conduce to the spread of Ilis truth and to
the greater strength of faith and purity of
life of His people. But on the moraing in
question’ the two most influential men in

These were the Monzadar and Lascar or

with a scarlet cloth and a red turban, on
account of services rendered. They said
that if the young men wished to take a new
religion, of course no one would make ob-
Jections, These men were also present at
the baptism, It was my glad privilege to
perform it. Two young men from this val-
ley, pupils yn the Normal School, have been
baptized at Damra. The place may occupy
more and more our attention, and”claim
more and more of our irayers. Let Chris-
tian hearts earnestly p.tition that believers
may be greatly multiplied in that beautiful
valley, #o that its moral features may be-
come as attractive as it§ natural aspects are
charming. : ‘

After the baptism, we at once set out for
Koldong. en the eastern side of the hills
into which the above beautiful valley
extends. =

We wished to spond the Sabbath at
Jeera. The market is held on Monday,but
the people did not gather the day before, as
at Neebaree.

Another Market,—We found a small
village recently formed, the inbabitants
having been compelled by a scarcity of
frod to come down from the hills and settle
The market held here has
hoen moech smaller than the one at Neeba-
ree; but there was trading in a greater

oty of articles. There was also more
people (rom the plains, who came to trade
with the Garos, Salt, rice, tobacco, dried
fish, fowls, beads and various trinkets were
exposed for sale, or given in exchange for
cotton, The Garos had not so wild an ap-
pearance as those at - Neebaree, and were
all friendly. The people, whether Garos or
others who had come from long distances,

| encamped on Sunday night at various points

near ot hand, Early this morning they
hegan to assemble. Our tent is pitched on
one side of the space in which the market

is held, and a large crowd of Garos eoon

by -« strip-of bark- whieh-passes around and

the place were present at the examination, -

chief, a man invested by the government




