fowls, provided, first, that they can

" wards have opportunity. The learning
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Agrienlture.

HENS EATING FEATHERS.

————————

We might as well try to extinguish
flames by pouring oil'upon them as to
cure feather eating by a flesh diet; and |
fresh vegetables, though excellent for

-other reasons,; are-useless-tor- the-pup——Let.gardeners seldom brush their peas, | =

poses under consideration. Feathers
not wholly matured contain more or
less blood in the quills, and form very
choice morsels which will be greedily
plucked and devoured by any flock of

learn how, and second, that they after-
is invariably accomplished when fowls
are oconfinedin small rooms. Under
such circumstances. if there is any mis-
chief that can be invented, they will ac-
quire it. A fowl in attacking a com-
panion incidentally plucks a feather,
and, pleased with the taste, swallows
it and seeks another. Now in close
quarters the underlings of the flock can
readily be cornered by their superiors,
hence the second requisite, opportunity
is gained. = Hens ‘are observing crea-
tures, and are especially on the watch |
with jealous greediness when they
notice one of their fellows eating some-
thing. Consquently, when ovne sets
the example they all imitate, and in a
few days they become a set of cannibals,
eating each other alive like so many
Kilkenny cats. A friend of ours had,
a couple of years ago, a half dozen
fowls in a small pen, that not only
stripped the feathers from each other,
till large patches of skin were bare, but |
pecked away the flesh also till consider- |
able cavities were formed. Giving
fresh meat or fresh vegotables will stop
them just about as long as a noisy child
can be silenced by gingerbread, that is, |
while its mouth is full.” A flock of
fowls once thoroughly demoralized had |
better be killed at once, unless the
season of the year and the premises
are such that the birds can be given a
wide range so that they may disperse
and avoid each other. In cold weather
and during storms, when your fowls
naturally huddle together in a corner,
keep them scratching and pecking
legitimately, as may be doue by the
exercise of a little ingenuity. The
practice of plucking may be checked by
daubing the plumage of all-the fowls
attacked with coal tar applied warm,
but the remedy is as bad as the diseasc,
for any biped tarred aud feathered is
a pitiable object.— Poultry World.

SMALL FRUITS AMONG STANDARD

Fruir TrRees.—Very many, apxious |

to economize their land will grow straw-
berries thereon while - their trees are
growing upward to bearing age. We
only repeat what we have often said
before, such a course will be either a
sure loss to the tree§, or a preventive
of their sucessful growth. No crop ex-

L

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

hausts the soil 8o much as strawberries,

The roots extract all their moisture from |

the soil, and the trees have no oldds
agaiost a soil doubly full of myriads of
little rootlets, sucking the life and food
away trom it. Blackberries are less
exhausting thaun strawberrie s ; currauts

appear to have very little injuries ef-

fect, as their shade helps the soil to
retain moisture sufficient for both. In
general, no plant shggld be allowed to
grow within three four feet of a
fruit tree, and when in bearing the
trees will thrive best if they occupy
the soil exclusively.— Horticulturist.

MaxcLe WurzerL.—All things con-
sidered we regard this as the best
crop for our climate. If the land is rich
enough and the plants get a good start,
the severest drouth seldom hurts the
the crop. Sow iun drills three feet
apart and thin out twelve to fifteen
inches in the rows. It requires about
four pounds of seed per acre. The
earlier the seed is sown the better,
provided the soil can be got in
good coundition. It is better to substi-
tute rutabagas,rather than sow on poor-
ly-prepared land.—Am. Agriculturist,

Experiments in Germany, it is

claimed, have determined the weight of

roots per acre of several of the farm

crops. Ordinary stubble, with the roots

in the first ten inches of soil, were sepa-

rated from the earth and dried. The
pounds of red clover roots per acre
were 6,580 ; rye, 3,400 ; wheat, 3,400
pounds. This of course remains in

the soil as a fertilizer.Q

“ Every
the daily

feed one pig,
cheese are extraoted.

cow should fatten one pig,” | T
is an old rule and a good one ; that is,
product of a good cow should
be in butter-milk and whey enough to
after the cream and

e e e ——
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