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“BIBLE REVISION. 

The movement organized by the Conven- 

tion of Canterbury in England for the re- 

vision of the text of the English version ol 

the Holy Bible is going energetically for- 

ward. Many of the most eminent Biblical 

and classical scholars and divines in Great 

Britian have been engaged, and are dili- 

gently devoting their best abilities to the 

work of securing the most accurate transla 

tion of the original that can be made with 

all the helps of philological and archee logi- 

‘cal science. By this means some of-the 

errors that have crept into.the King Jumes 

version, errors of translation but not of 

doctrine, will undoubtedly. be corrected. 

As originally coustituted the Revising 

Committee contained no American scholars. 

This was felt to be an oversight, as there 

are many of our Biblical students whose 

proficiency and attainments have placed 

them in the foremost rank of Oriental 

scholars, Steps have been taken to secure 

their participation and coGperation in the 

work, 

During the recent visit to this country of 

Rev. Dr. Howson, Dean of Chester, Eng , 

one of the eminent Bible scholars of the 

day, he addressed a’ mecting in Calvary 

church, Now York, on thie progress of the 

revision. He expluined the history and 

charicter of the undertaking, showing how 

enlightened public sentiment had been 

gradually prepared for the work ; and that 

when the time had come it had been intrust- 

od, not to any ecclesiastical body, but to a 
competent company of Bblical scholars, 

who should give us in our vernacular as 

perfect a translation of the original langu- 

age us could be made, The committee had 

at the outset agreed upon two excellent 

“rules : to make no alteration of the neeept- 

ed text unless in their careful opinion it 
was absolutely necessary ; and that all al- 

terations should be expressed in the grand 
old form adhered to in our existing Bibles. 

At the close of the meeting Rev. Dr. 
Schafl’ announced that when recontly in 

Bogland he had been requested by the 
British Committee of Revision, through 

Dean Stanley, to invite American scholars 
to cooperate with them in the work. He 
bad accordingly invited the professors of 

Biblical Literature in the theological semi- 
naries of the leading Protestant denomina- 

tions, 80 as to secure a fair representation 
from the American churches. They had 
cordially responded and had met the day 

before, had organized, adopted a constitu. 
tion, and were ready for work. 

[vis expected that the work will take 
several years, The English revisers will 

send over their sheets which the American 
Committee will pass upon and return, 
When the complete revision of the Bible is 
made, the perfieted work will be submitted 

to a joint committee, for their final sanction 
and approval. It is to be hoped that this 
great and truly needed work will beso per- 
formed as to secure the approval of the 
Euglish speaking Christian community, 
making still more precious to them the dear 
old Bible which in the expressive words of 
Chancellor Chillingworth is the religion 
of Protestants,”’ 
The following list of well-known com pe- 

tent scholars comprises the American Com- 
mittee : : 

I. ON TE OLD TrsramnnT, 
Rev, Thomas J, Conant, D.D |, Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Prof! George E. Nay, D D., New Haven, Ct. 
“ John De Witt, D. D., New Brunswick, 

nN. J, 
“ Ww. Henry Green, D.D, Princeton, 

N. J. 
“ (Goprge Ewmlin Hare, D.D., Philadelphia, 

Aa. : 

** Charles PP. Kranth, Philedelphia, Pa. 
* J Packard, D.D,, Fairfax, Va. # 
‘“ “‘alvim Stowe, D D, Hartford, ('t, "&» 
“  Jumes Sirong. D. D., Madison, N. J. 

Rev, C.A V. Van Dyck, D.D., LBeyrut, Svria, 
Prof. Tayler Lewis, LL.D,, Schenectady, N.Y 

I. ON The NEw TesTAMENT. 
Esra Abbott, L1.D., Cumbridge Mass. 
Prof. H, B, Hackett, D D., Rochester, N. Y. 
“ James Haley, LL DD. New Haven Or. 
“Charles Hodge, D.D., Princeion, N J. 
“ Matew B Riddle D.D., Hartford, Ct. 
“ Philip Scheff, DD. N, Y 
“ Charles Shorr, LL.D, N.Y. 
“ J. Henry Thaver, D.D.. Andover, Ma's. 

Rev, Edwurd A. Washburn, D.)., N.Y. 
* Theodore D, Woolsey, D:D. LL.D, New 

Haven, Ct, 
— N.Y. Christian Weekly. 
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LONGFELLOW’S DIVINE 
TRAGEDY, 

The Fall of Man furnished a topie of upi- | 
versal human interest, and of high spiritual 
sublimity, to Milten. Redemption has pre. 
sented itself us the counterpart, to the aspi- 
ration of more than one puet. Milton him- 
telf wrote a ‘“ Paradise Regained,” a 
wonderful poem, but in its scope falling so 
far short of the promise of the title, that it 
bas seldom been rated at ite true value. 
Kiopstock’s ** Messinh ” was planned with 
a more just comprehensiveness, but was not 
a literary success. Somebody cells him 

“ the German Milton.” ¢ A very German 
Milton indeed !” was Coleridge's comment. 
In general, the feeling has been that the 
mission, the sufferings and the triumph of 

Christ are too high a suhject for poetical 
treatment. No poet's words, it is felt, can 

equal the simple record of the Evangelists, 
They gave the facts, and the fasts are more 

impressive than any imaginative version of 
them. They gave the Lord's own words, 
and any different expression of the thought 

sounds like travesty, We confess that 
when it was announced that Mr. Longfel. 

low had attempted a poetic rendering of 
“the Divine Trigedy ' of Gethsemune and 

Calvary, we sincerely regretted it; and took 
“up the volume with very slight anticipation 

of pleasure. : : 
The Divine Tragedy (James R. Oggood 

& Co.) avoids a part of the difficulty by its 
dramatic form, Any attempt at an epic 

treatment would have certiinly failed. But 
the dramatic form enables him to select the 
scenes he will fu ly present, leaving others 
to be introduced hy -way of recital. The 

flexibility of the dramatic” blank - verse 
adapts it to his purpose, the very words of 
Scripture suffering themselves to be inter- 
woven into its texture with great ease and 
happy effiet. The poet is thus able to be 
resetved, wherever the interests of his art 

would be imperilled hy a too full and ex- 
plicit rendering of the history. 
The *¢ Introitus’ intriduces an angel 

hearing through the air the prophet ITabak- 
kuk, that he may bear food to Danicl in 

the den of lions? The eonclusion of this 
passage is anticipatory : 

PROPHET 
Surcly the world doth wait 
The coming of its Redeemer! 

* ANGEL, 
Awake from thy sleep, O dreamer! 
The hour is near, though lite; 
Awake ! write the vision sublime, 
The vision that is for a time, 
Though if it tarry, wait ; itis nigh; 
In the end it will speak, and not lie. 

Then come in due order the mission of 
Joha the Baptist—the baptism of Jesus is 
omitted—then his temptation, and a selec- 
tion of scenes from his ministry. Three 
passovers are assumed. The only fictitious 
or extra-Scriptural characters introduced 
are Manahem, the Eseene, aud llelen of 
Tyre. Gamaliel and Simon Magus appear, 
and Saul of Tarsus is alluded to in a soli- 
loquy of the master at whose feet he was 
brought up. In the scene of the marriage 
at Cann there are necessarily the bride- 
groom and bride, the architriclinus, the 
paranympbus, and the musicinng, The 
most critical passages are those connected 
with the Saviours's death and resurrection. 
OF the Last Supper we get only a glimpse. 
The institution of the eucharist is not 
shown. The agony in Gethsemane is more 
completely treated. The trial before the 
Council aud the prosecution before Pilate 
are a little hastened ; the action Jdes not 
express all that the narrative pictures. The 
scene of the crucifixion is more nearly co- 
extensive with the narrative of the Evange. 
lists, though incomplete in one or two par- 
ticulars, The facts showing the resarrec- 
tion are rather recited than presented to 
view, except the visit of the women to the 
scpulchre. The mecting in Galilee which 
was appointed, at which the apostolic com- 
mission was given, is passel over, Phe 
lust soene is the appearance of Jesus to the 
disciples at the Sea of Galilee. Tho epi- 
logue represents the apostles (according to 
the tradition) reciting ** the Apostles’ 
Creed,” each uttering a clause, 

The poct has carefully guarded agninst 
the unlinppy effcet of bringing nny words 
of his own into near comparison with the 
words of lospiration, particularly the 
words of Jesus. OF his diction it is hard 
ly too much to say, as Coleridge enys of 
Milton's style in passages where God is in- 
troduced as the Creator : “Milton adopts the 
simplest und sternest language of the Serip- 
tures. He ventures upon no poetic diction, 
no amplification, no pathos, no affection. 
It is truly the voice of the Word of the 
Lord” Aw in this example : 

» . 

Ah, whosoever drinketh of this water : 
Suall thirst again: hut whe sever drinketh 
Tho water I sha'l give him stall not thirst 
Forevermore, tor it »ha!l he within him 
A weil of living water, springlog up 
Into life everlasting. 

And when he wishes to go beyond or am- 
plify the text, he drawe freely from other 
parts of the Bible. 

But it must be confessed that the impros- 
#ion of the work is weak just where it most 
noeds strength—in those scenes which con- 
fer upon it the name of Tregedy. The 
dramatic form, so favorable elsewhere, falls 
short in the representation of the arrest, 
trial, and crucifixion of Jesus. The effect 
of gospel narratives is produced by the 
combined impression of many minute 

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
touches of description for which the poet | 
has found no place and no substitute. The 
same may he said of the Resurrection, In 
the narrative there is a gradual develop- 
ment of evidence and of convictionywhich 
the poet fails to bring out. In hoth, our 

anticipations are raised only to be disap- 
pointed. ‘While the poem gives a higher 
satisfaction in some respects than we had 

‘hoped, it fulls short of that success which 
i the only sufficient justifieation of attempt- 
ing so great a theme. —N. VY, Er. & Chr, 

~ @oreespondence. 
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For the Christian Messenvor. 

IN-MEMORIAM.. 
— 

OBADIAII PARKER, E8Q., 

Was a man of integrity, and one that 
feared God nhove many, Ie was born in 
Granville, Annapolis Co., Nov, 23rd, 1815, 
where he spent his minority, and served 
his apprenticeship. He began business at 
Paradise in 1840, then removed to Lunen 
burg Co., and resumed business at Bridge- 
water in 1843, thence to Lunenburg ‘own 
in 1865, where he died Dee. 20th, A. D., 
I871, aged 56 years and 36 doys. lle suc- 

ceeded in business,—had a family of eight 
children (one of whom, a lovely daughter 
aged 25 years, puseed to glory two years 
before him ) The widow, with the seven 
are left in mourning and sadness. He pos 
sessed an active mind, quick discernment, 
and sound judgment, which rendered him 
useful in every relation of life, He served 
as Justice of the Peace sixteen years, a true 
TemperanceMagistrate,and filled the station 
with honor, He took n deep interest in the 
cance ol education, justly esteeming a cul 
tivated mind essential to our true interest, 
deprecating that ignorance which leaves a 
man unfit for usefulness among his fellow 
mon. But his chief excellence lay in his 
christinnity. His deep piety coupled with 
sound judgment, enused him to .adhere to 
to.the cuuse of Christ at all times. He 
embraced the Saviour by a living faith, and 
put on Christ, buing buried with him in 
baptism by the hand of Rev. N. Viditoe at 
Paradise, and joined the church there at the 
nge of sixteen. He afterwards united with 
the church at Bridgewater, and lately at 
North-west. He was an efficient active 
christian, always at his post in conference, 
business and prayer-meeting, always edify- 
ing in his communications, encouraging by 
his sympathy, effective in his appeals, 
winning in his manners; and courteous to 
all. He was like a futher to the Sabbath 
School at all times, having superintended 
one at Bridgetown at the early age of eigh- 
teen. In every place ho nursed it with a 
tender s licitude, waking the salvation of 
the woul ita chief ohject. Ilis constant 
prayer wis, Thy kingdom come.” He 
was likeral in giving, as well as earnest in 
praying. OF him we can emphatically say, 
* Thou shalt be miseed, for thy seat will be 
empty.” [lis acceptable gifts, his fervent 
piety, and his true Bible baptist principles 
led his brethren at Bridgewater, in Nov. 
1859, to grant him license to preach the 
gospel, and he often did so to good nocep- 
tance, at funerals and elsewhere, but his 
health did not allow him to preach much, 
He rerved ns dencon for many years before 
his death. [lis exhortations increased in 
fervency us he approached the dark river, 
Some of his dying sayings are choice trea- 
sures in the memories of Lis friends. But 
his voice is hushed, his counsels closed, his 
work ended, ard his family mourn. They 
and the church are bereaved, Lis seat in the 
house of God is vacated and all fiel that he 
rests from his labors. [le has left three 
sons in the church* who give promise of 
usefulness, May his.mantlp fall on them, 
and on «11 the church, and be accepted an a 
pledge of Jehovah's love, und worn with 
honor till all are culled in to the marringe 
supper of the Lamb, He was buried on 
Tuesday, Jun, 20d, 1872, when a dicourse 
was delivered by the writer, founded on the 
words, “The ‘good man is perished out of 
the earth.” Micah. vii. 2, 

Z. Morrox, 
Mahone Bay, Jan. 15¢A, 1872. 

In addition to the above by the pastor of 
our departed brother, we have some of his 
Inst words, a with request for publication, 
from a member of the family : — 
Wednesday evening he was incessantly 

groaning in intense bodily anguish. About 
midnight he sat up in bed, and prayed for 
some time, carnestly asking God for Christ's 
enke to grant him grace to sustain him in 
those hours of suffering. Then, turning to 
us—his three eldest children at home—he 
anid, *“ My dear children I think you will 
lose your father this time, 0 ehildren, let 

- 

nothing keep you from serving your Lord. 
Work for Him ; follow Him. Ever trust 
in God, and beware of Satin. Tell my 
brethren in the church *“to live unto Christ,” 

striving to advance Ilis cause. And-those 
dear children--ypoor httle Willie and May. 
I want you-to talk to them often about 
their rouls—ahout Jesus, Ihave frequent. 
ly talked with dear little May about these 

| things ; and-she-seems-to-desive to 1ove and 
obey her Lord, I hope we shall all meet in 
Heaven, I shouldn't like that any of my 
dear children should be lost. It has often 
caused me much concern, whether I should 
have grace to sustain ‘me when I should 
come to die. But, O children, Christ's 
promise is true! it's ‘true! My poor body 
is full of aches and pain, but _in_my heart 
there's pence, [Ilere he began to sing, 
‘* Resting by and by,” which he sang over 
two or three times.) 
“ Resting by and by—there’s resting by and 

by: 
We shull not always lahor, we shall not 

always cry j= 
The a, i8 drawing nearer—the end for 

which we righ’; 
We lay our heavy bardens down: there's 

resting by and hy” 

~ When he had ceased singing, he request- 
ed each of us with him to pray. Thank 

God, our “dear father's. children could 
pray ; and, kneeling down each of us prayed. 
Frequently during his short illness he spoko 
of or prayed for poor lLrother Young—a 
dying christinn hy whose bedside he had sat 
till midnight only a few nights previous, 
In Lim dwelt the word of God richly and 
strains of Heaven's music to earth's re- 
deemed were mingled with his dying groans. 
Ofien ** in life” Le had sung 

“ When all thy mereicy, O my God, 
My ricing soul nrveys, 

Transported with the view, I'm lost, 
In wonder, | ve und araise 

and ¢* in death” 1 heard him say-— 

“ When all thy mercies, O my God, &c." 

An hour before his death, he said to a 
friend, * O, Mrs, A———, trust in God ; and 
tell poor dear Il —— to trast in God ; yes, 

and tell Mr, A—— to trust in God.” 
Shortly after this he told us that the time 
of his departure was at hund, and that he 
“had a desire to depart and be with Christ, 
Then, calling me to his bedside; he request. 
ed me to sit down beside him. 
getting dark? I cannot see,” he said, and 
said soon after— 

‘God is our sun,~He makes our day.” 

He observed his two little children weep- 

ing, and, weeping said, * Oh! you poor lit 

tle children! God will be your shield and 

buckler, and supply-your needful wants.” 

A few moments more, and he peacefully 

closed his eyes on earth, and awoke in 
Christ's likeness, 

ee ee — 

ON THE DEATH OF MRS. T. MOXON. 

(Ta the n.oemory of my mother.) 
‘How happy the thought that in Jesus are 

piven, 
True peace npon earth and a mansion in 

heaven, : 
Though friends may forsake us amd sinners 

deride, : 
That man<idn secure <hall for ever abide. 

It was In that Jesus our mother he'leved, 
And peace in believing she dutly reecived ; 

She talked of his goodness, rejoice 1 in his love, 
And told of her Advocate pleadioz-above, 

Though the chastening rod seemed hard to 
endure, 

Yet patiently all her atllictions she hore; | 
And wal ed In hope for the message to come, 
That would bid her depart and welcome her 

home, “ 

Walle with the stern message life strugg ed 
seve e, 

“ Most over" she mull to the friends standing 
nenr, 

Then rinking to rest {1 the nrms of his love, 
Was wafted by augels to Mansions above, 

Walton. BD. J. M, 

JOSEPH PATTEN SANDURS, Ksq., 
Was born at Paradise, Annupolis County, 
At the age of 22 years, and during a gra- 
cious revival of religion he experionced a 
saving knowledge of Christ, was baptized 
by Rev. N. Vidito, and received into the 
fellowship of the Wilmot Baptist Church, 
Not long after this he removed to Dalhousie 
Kost, Kings County. When the West 
Sherbrooke Baptist Church was organized 

| he removed his membership to that church 
ol which he remained a member to the 
close of life. He possessed good business 
talents, and was appointed a Justice of the 
Pence in which office he served the public 
satisfuctorily, [lo was a warm friend to 
the cause of Temperance, was a charter 
member of Lakelar.d Lodge of British Tomp- 
lers, his presence will be greatly misscd in 
the Lodge-room. He possessed many good 
qualities for which he was justly esteemed 
in the community in which he resided. In 
July last his health failed, and it soon be- 
came evident that consumption had fastened 

| itself upon him, Through his sickness he 

BF HE 

29 
ever manifested an unwavering trust id the 
Redeemer, and as the hour of his dissola- 
tion drew near his faith grew stronger, and 
the prospect brighter, and he anxiously 
looked for his release from the flesh, which 
took place on the 3rd day of January, 1872, 
in the 52nd year of his age: Ie leaves a 
sorrowing widow and one daughter to 
mourn their loss. 

%e AW. 

Missionary Intelligence, 

WOMANS MISSIONARY ALD 
SOCIETIES, 

me 

Mrs. Bixby now on a visit to the United 
States has written the following interesting 
letter to Mrs. MoKenzie wife of Rev. W. 
8: McKenzie, Secretary ot our Foreign Mis- 
sionary Board. It will be read with inter- 
est by our sisters who are so engaged in 
this work. 

300 CranNgroN Street, Provipexce, R. I . 
December 31, 1871, ¢ 

My Dear Mis. McKkxzig,—1I have heard 
from —— and others of our mutual friends, 
that the ladies of your church and vicinity 
are interested in the new form of service 
for the Master, that takes the name of 
Woman's Missionary Aid S eieties, and 
that such a Society has been organized in 
the Leinster Street Church, Saint John. _ 

I reach out to you, over the hill and dale 
and ocean that lie between us, with a glad 
heart, the hand of sisterly greeting, and 
most earncstly wish you * God-speed” in 
this glorious work. The long night of agee, 
of ignorance, of supersitition, of oppression 
of worldly love and vanity, through which 
woman haa slept, sometimes atolidly, some- 
times restlessly, sometimes feebly walking, 
is passing away. The *¢ day star” is rielng ! 
The morving Tight is breaking ! It dawned 
when Jesus, in the dim, grey light of that 
morning in Jerusalem, gave the first com- 
mission of his resurrection to Mary, * Go 
tell my brethren.” The, glad tidings of- 
the risen Lord were first uttered by woman's 
lips. Oh that they never had been silent 
as to the glorious story ' But we may not 
stay to,weep over the past. - The commission 
comes to us lo day, ** Go, teach all na- 
tions ;” and with it from the dear ones at 
our firesides, the little ones in our Sunday 
schools, the stroying ones all around us, 
cones the low request, ** Tell us the old. 
old story :;" and from the nations, the 
heathen nations, comes the wailing ery, 
‘“ Light, light ;" It comes to us, Christian 
women, to-day as it never did before. The 
stone of civil seclusion is roiled away from 
the door of heathen lands; missionaries 
have entered in, suspicions have been re- 
moved, and the general character of Chrie- 
tinn people is now so well understood, that + 
single ladies may enter upon the work of 
missionary teaching without any other ap- 
prehensions as to comfort and safety than 
those which pertain to the missionary work 
in general. 
My own experience of nearly nine years 

in the mission field has shown to me very 
clearly the importance of the work thoy can 
do. The work of the missionary there, like 
that of the minister at home, is preaching 
the gospel, If he teaches, it must be those 

| who will be able to help him afterwards in 
his grent work. The missionary’s wife, in 
addition to her domestic duties, which are 
no less there than here, must be ready to 
receive the natives when they call, and they 
call at every hour in the day, treating them 
with more attention than we should show 
our Iriends at home, for we wish to win 
their souls, and they are very sensitive to 
neglect : she muet be ready to sympathise 
with the sorrowing, reconcile the quarrell- 
ing, care for the sick, giving out more 
medicine than an ordinary physician, dis. 
tribute tracts and provide books. What 
timo has she left for teaching ?—and yet 
the teaching must be done. There can not 
he an established, consistent Christian 
character where there is ignorance of tho 
Word of God : there cannot be a Christian 
nation where the mass of the people cannot 
read ; there cannot be a Christian people 
where the mothers are idolaters, and for 
the most part, women can only be taught 
by women, How loud, then, comes the 
call to those Christinn sisters whose hands 
are free to do the work to which their 
hearts incline, and who #0 love the blessed 
Saviour that they ean give up home and 
friends for Ris sake, and who so long to 
see the kingdom of Chriit established that 
they ean cheerfully spend and be spent 
in winning souls. 
“Coma over and help us!” If the eall 

is loud to some to go, it is equally loud to 
others to send ; and who oan so appropri- 
ately wend single ladies into the mission 

ir loss. © Foor little sons had 
‘proceeded him to the spirit-world. 
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