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Is YHE MIND & f)ondcrable or an imponde-
rable substance ; an essence, vapour, or an
indescribable something which cannot be
grasped, felt, or withheld ?

Man thinks, studies, invents, tires the
brain by overwork, and loses his reason ;
rests his intellect, becomes calm, uses res-
toratives, and again thinks.

When we reflect that a power of endur-
ance can be imparted to the brain, and that
weak miuds have been restored to strength
by Fcllow's Compound Syrup of Hypo-
phosphites, we cannot but conclude that
the subtle power is really ponderable mat-
ter, from the fact that the ingredients are
supplied which render it support and give
it vitality. Persons who study hard should
preserve their balance of power by using
the Syrup.

PRIZE TRACT.
FIFTY DOLLARS

Will be awaided to the writer of
K BEST ENSAN,
on the following subject :

In the present position of the Temperance
Question, what is the duty of the Christian
Clhurch in relation to i, and in whot man-
ner cen that duty be most effectively dis-
charged?

[The Committee appointed by the Grand
Division to award the prize offered by that
Body fur the beet Esray in accordance with
the jrevious ndvertiscment, tnke this op-
portunity to explain that the prize was not
witbheld on wceount of lack of ability on
the part of several of the essayists, but
simply tecause in their judgment, the objcct
desired was not made sufficiently clear in
the advertisement, and was consequently
misapprehended by the varinus compet:.
tors |

 CONDITIONS,

The Competition ta be. confined to the
Provinee of Nova Seotia.

The Munureript offered for competition
must not exceed, in each case, 20 ‘o 24
pages of ordinary Foolseap ; the writing
to be clear and intelligible, and on one side
only of the paper, Kach Manuscript also
must be properly paged so that it may be
all ready for publication in case the Exami-
ners should give it the preference.

Each writer competing will attach a mark
or sign to the Manuseript; and a corres-
ponding mark or sign must be placed on
the outside *of an ervelope enclosing the
writer’s name.

Parties intending to compete must have
their Manuscript in the hands of the Grand
Scribe on or befure the 30th of August,
1872.

The Manuscripts will be examired, and
the Prize awarded by a Committee appoint-
ed at the last annual meeting of the Grand
Division, 8. ot T.

The Fssay which gains the Prize, will,
of course, become the property of the Grand
Division. The other FI,:mys will be re-
turncd to the writers, it they wish it, upon
np}.liuuiun to the Grand Seribe,

Ite Exay to which the Prize may be
awarded, will be published in the form of a
Tract of 12 t5°T6 pages.

1 P. MonNaguan, ;
Box 81, P. 0., Halifax.
May 20th, 1872 .

~ @ovvespondence.

For the Christian Messenger.

The enclosed cssay was written by a
young lady, and rcad at a Coneert held in
connection with an enterprising Sabbath
School. How much good might be done il
the intelligent young men and young women
who are interested in Sunday Schools would |
move frequently prepare papers of this
kind for the instraction and entertainment
of young Bible scholurs ! As an incentive
t this kind of eflurt, the fullowing essay

is forwarded for publieation. _

w.
PRAYER.

The subject which invites our attention
this morning, is Prayer. A venerable hody
of divines once replied to the question,
What is prayer ? by saying, ¢ Prayer is an
offering up of our desires unto God for
things agreeable to his will, in the name of
Christ, “with conlcssion of our sins, and
thaiklul acknowledgement of his wercies.”
The poet thus beaurifully defines it,—

‘¢ Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire,
Unuttered or expre

The motiog «f a bidden ﬁ;e,
Thet trembles in the breast.”

These and wany other  definitions have
been given, but none seem balf so expres-
sive as the word ieell. Prayer scews to
carry us away from earth, this vale of
tears, to the very throne of Geod, to the
mercy sent ; and scated there in power and
glory, is the Judge of all the earth ; at his
right hand our Adv.cate who ever lives to
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intercede (ur us; also our Comforter who

pleadeth for us with groanings which can-
not be uttered. Although heavily laden
with sin and sorrow, ;none. necd fear to
approach, for Jesus says, ** Come unto me
all ye that labour and are heavy laden and
1 will give you rest.’ All things which
the Father hath are mine ; and whatsoever
ye shall ack the Father in my name he will
give it you.”’

—Before-this throne-is-avast-assembly-of | -

humble suppliants wha feel they have
sinnced and come short of the gloty of God,
and have come to -plead for mercy, pardon
and eternal life.

¢¢ Not in their innocence they trust,
They bow before him in the dust ;

And through their Saviour's bloud alone,
They lovk for mercy at his throne.”

They seek not only their own happiness,
but take their fellow-sinners in the arms of
faith and love, imploring that Heaven's
choicest blessings may rest on them. These
petitions mny be in the most correct and
impressive language, yet if they e not the
eincere desire of the heart, they will not
be nccepted by the Hearer and Answerer of
prayer. The Psalmist rays, *the Lord
heareth the desires of the humble.”

Faith is alro requisite in our approaches
to our Father in Heaven, ¢ Without faith
it is impossible to please him ; for he.that
cometh to God must believe that he ix, and
that he is the rewarder of those who dili-
gently seek him.”

Who that has been taught by the Holy
Spirit to pray does not know and feel that
there is power in prayer? The Apostle
James had firm belief in this when he
wrote,—** The effcctual, fervent prayer of
the righteous man availeth much.” Also,
the row rainted Johm Newton felt this to
be true when he raid,—** in all my wicked
wanderings I could still feel the warm
pressure of my mother’s gentle hand on
my head while she prayed for me and gave
me to God.” And did not Peter in a
wonderful manner recalize the power of
prayer? He had been cast into prison,
bound with chains, and closely guarded by
soldiers. His friends knew very well that
it was worse than uscless for them to ap-
peal to Herod for his releace ; but they
have another Sovereign to whom they go,
who is both able u%g willing to grant their
request, During the dark and silent watch-
es of the night, a, light shines into the
pricon, an angel eoftly approaches Peter,
raying, Arise up quickly, He immediately
obeys, and his heavenly guide eonducts him
in safety to his praying friends,

From many yparts of the world at present
we hear the - good news  that in enswer to
prayer, many are being brought from na-
ture's darkness to rejoice in the light of a
Saviour's love. And has not our little
Sabbath School received many blesrings in
anewer to prayer? ‘Some f its scholars
have been lcd to forrake the army of the
Prince of darkness, and have enlisted un-
der the blood-stained banner of the Prince
of Peace. Let us hope and pray that many
more may soon join.our ranks, and begin
to fight the geod figlit of faith. And in
that great day when all nations and kin-
dreds and‘p"eople and” tongues, shall stand
before the throne and before the Lamb, may
we all be clothed in white robes, with
palms in our hands, and crying with loud
voices—** Salvation to our God who sitteth
upon the throne and unto the Lamb,—
Blersing and glory and wisdom and thanks-
giving and honor and power and might be
unto our God forever and ever.”
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For the Chiistian Messenger.
HOME MISSIONS,

Dear Brother,—

At the last meeting of the Western Ae-
sociation, held at Nictaux, a Committee on
‘ union in Home Mission work " was ap-
pointed. The following Report’ was pre-
sented by that Committee, and adopted,
g . —

** Your Committee appointed to consider
in what way & more intimate and effective
union of the Baptists of this Province may
he accomplished,—bez to recommend the
formation of a N 8., Provincial Baptist’
Convention for the better proseeution of
Home Missions ; and that for this purpose
each Church in this Province be requested
to send a delegate to meet at Berwick, the
day befure the weeting of the Central As-
sociation in A. D,, 1872, at 1070'clock,

And we further recommend that the
Chairmen, and Secretary of our Home
Miseion Board be uested to correspend
with the Board of the N. 8. Home Mis-
sionary Society on this suhject.”

If ¢ each Church in this Province " shall
send o delegate to Berwick, there will be a
large meeting of the brethren.

It is not probeble, however, that many
of them will be able to get to Berwick by
ten v'clock in the morning. I beg to sug-
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gest that the meeting be held at fwe
o'clock, P. M.
The subject of the Meeting is yery im-
portant, and a full attendance is desirable.
Yours truly,

J. M. Crawxr.
Wolfville, May 30, 1872, :
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For the Christinn Messenger.

IN MEMORIAM.

VALENTINE MUNRO,
Dear Editor,—

Will you please insert the following lincs
respecting the death of my father.

On Monday, the 20th of May the gad news
reached me of the sudden death of Valen-
tine Munro, by drowning. He left his
house on Mcnday morning the 13th of
May, to go to his brothcrs who were at
Milford, engaged in the lumbering business,
for the purpose of getting a boat for ralting
logs to the mill. - He 1emaincd till aflter
dinner, and then started for the place of
operations. The bout was load d with such
things as the rafting business require, It
appears that he got into the boat to push lLer
off from ghe shore, and stumbled and fell
out, the water being about four feet deep,
where he was drowned. This was in the
afternoon of Monday. In the alternoon of
the next day he was found beside the boat
which had not becn removed from the
place where itlny. He was taken home
and prepared for the dark and lonely grave.
I was not present to witness the outhursts
of Nature's fountaine, so unexpcetedly
brought about. Hearts were rent on the
ocension that never knew the like belore,
for our [amily eircle remained unap proached
by death up -to this time, so that we can
say that God bas been wereiful. | under-
stood and felt the force of this excitement,
prin and deep sorrow, vecasioned by so un-
looked for a_dispensation of Divine Provi-
dence, when 1 reccived my mother’s letter,
detniling the sad affair, and when she said,
* Oh what a house of mourning. ’ | shiould
feel differently to-day if I could have been
there to weep with dear ones who wept ut
my father’s grave. But Providence arranged
otherwise. It has been nearly three years
since | saw him, but it may not be three
years longer, God knows all ubout this,—
However, 1 shall never meet him on earth
again, but I trust to meet him in the man-
sion of massive light which Jesus has gone
to prepare for his children. My father
proleseed religion when a young man, and
was baptized by the Rev. Mr. Cunningham,
on Wilmot Mountain, if my memory serves,
and I thiok united with the church there
worshipping. Whether this was the case
or not, he united with the Kempt Baptist
Church, in Queens County, about twelve
years ago, at which tiwe 1 united with the
same church, of which he lived a member
till death, [ believe my father was a chris-
tian,

Jesus and the profnices of Graee in bebalf of
his family and the community, e loved to
attend the means of grace nnd the house of
God. [ bave heird hiwm rejiice in God's
love, and havo seen him humbled at the
foot of the eross. lle passed throngh many
troubles, and experienced wany hbard-
shipe and diccourngen.ents in this life. He
toiled hard for the wellare ef his famly,
He was a'ways kind to, and thought a great
deal of, his children, so that each one of ue
cun say ** He was w good father to me.”
But now he is gone, for God has taken him
from all the trinls of lile und the tempta.
tions of the ' world. Lle is Bow enjoying
the ** rest that rewains for the people of
God.” He was ahout 55 years old*when
he was drowned, and in the enjoyment of
health and strength, He has left 8 widow
and Y children to mourn-their loss, May
God sanctifly this solewn dispensation of
his providence to ench member of the fawi-
ly and the cowmunity wt large, and moke
the death of our dour father the means of
our spiritval good, aleo give grace and com.
fort t the heart of wy widowed mother.
Let this thought reconcile all to this sad
event.
Life'’s lahor done, av vinks the clay,

Light from its luad the sprit flies,
While heaven and earth combive to sy,

* How blest the righteous when he dies.”’

T. M. Mungo.
. Florenceville, N B., May 22, 1872.
(Christian Vise'cr plense copy )
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CAPT. JOBEPH HLURNABY,

Died at Liverpool, Queens Co., May 16,
1872, Capt. Joreph Burnaby, aged 78 years.
Capt. B. was leit an orpban at the age of
12, and led a very active and eventful life
vn the oocan till 1872, During the Awmeri-
oan war of 1812, he euffered much as o
prisoner of war. During his late years he
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I bave heard him wrestling in prayer-
at the family altar, pleading the merits of |

was an ardent friend of Temperance, and a
constant attendant on the means of grace.
He died resignedly trusting in Christ. In
the absence of the pastor of the Baptist
chureh, the funeral service was conducted
by Rev. D. O. Parker, assisted by several
clergymen of other denominations.
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(From the Missionary Magazine.)

PAassING away.—Many missionaries of
the Union are growing old in the scrvice,
and must ere long leave their fields of use-
fulness to be cultivated by others. Dr.
Dean of Bangkok, is sixty-five years cld.
Mr. Simong, of Prome, ,is veventy, Dr.
Wade, of Rangoon, is nearly seventy-four,
Mr. Harris, of Shwaygyeen, is fifty-nine.
Dr.- Stevens, of Rangoon, is fifty-eight.
Dr.- Haswell, of Maulmain, is sixty-two.
Dr. Broneon, of Assam, is sixty. Mr.
Oncken, of Germany, is past. seventy-two,
The miesionaries in China, three of them
at least, are in the glory of their manhood ;
but close on the heels of manhood comies
old-age. As these brethren one by one drop
out of the line who will take their places?
Where are tlic young standard-bearers who
are to lift up the banners as they fall from
the hands ot the aged, and bear them to
victory ?

- CogerRING RFPORTS.—Says Mr. George,
of Henthada : *¢ Just now there are cheer-
ing reports from nearly every missionary
field, and it may not be unreasonable to
helieve that God's time to manifest his love

and power to the nsations of the earth is

near at hand. The truth 18 certainly mak-
ing headway in Buimah, notwithstanding
it has one of the most seductive forms of
error opposed to it, and every year finds
more true belicvers, lesides a continually
and rapidly increasing number of disbe-
lievers in Budhism.” ;

A BurwaN prEacHER —Mr. George of
llenthadti. writes thus : There is a native
preacher who gives promise of being a very
useful man, so simple in his faith, so de-
voted n his service. 1 wich you wmight
hear him preach. He speaks as if he had
something to say, and wanted to say it
effectively. I think the native Christians,
as & body, compare favorably with Chris-
tians at home.”

Tuk Teroocoos.-——Mr. Timpany, of Ra-
mapatam, writes thus, Dec. 11, 1871, in
regard to the work of training native
preachers ; ** That we have not erred, and
moved too soon in this matter is evident
from the ever-ircrensing numbers coming
into our churehes, and the greater necessity
there is for trained native talent to keep in
hand the multitude. Help us now to go
forward, and we may expect to have a
native church of 20,000 here in ten years.
The round in the tops of the mulberry trees
is here emphatienlly. Then here go up to
battle for the Lord, 1 appeal to the in-
githering of the last three years for evi-
dence that such is the fact, and that here
are the demands of the hour,
man to help me.”

Send me a

Stam.—~ Chinese Mission of Bangkok.—
Four applicunts for baptism offered them-
selves to the Chinere church in Fangkok,
Jan. 14, of whom two were accepted, and
two deferred till Feb. 11, when they aleo
were baptized, and the four received the
right hand of fellowship. The two latter
are young men, less than thirty years of
age, one of them being of the third genera-
tion of Christians in the same church, fol-
lowing the footsteps of his father and grand-
father.

Ass.\!.—l,wnxn ¥RoM Mgs. Scorr.—
Teaching and its Object.— Gowahati, Feb
13, 1872. | am wuch encouraged with the
way in whicKche work for the Mikirs seems
opening up before us. [ have no desire to
gather a large school or schools. [ have a
dozen young men under instruction, whom I
hope 1o send out as proachers and teachers
as soon as they are prepared. |1 have also
opened a girls’ school, and have a few pu-
pile under private instruction at my howme,
Oue of theso lntter is a woman of high
custe, & Bralmini My chief object in
taking any and all of these pupils is to get
en opportunity of tenching them the truth
as it is in Jesus, It they will not listen
any other way, they must listen as my
pupils, The Lord convert them,

LerTer #FroM Mg, {(‘LAIK.— lism in
Sibsagor — Sitsagor, Feb. 28, 1872.— Feb.
18, 1 had the pleasure of baptizing eleven
more couverts in the Dikho river. Two of
them were young vomen heionging to our
Bible class in Sibeagor ; seven were from
the Barholah ten-gurdens, begond Jorhat,
and two were from a tea-garden not far

from this statiomge At the tea garden be-
yond Jorhat, there are now eleven members
of this church. These from the tea-garuens
were well recommended, and all that were
baptized gave good evidence of genuine con-
version to Christ.

A new T'ribe begun upon.— These people
from the tea gardens are Chota Nagpore
people. They bave been brought from their

“own country - to work ~on"the tea planta-—

tions, there are many Chota Nagpore peo-
ple i the tea gardens of Assam. Of those
who bave joined this church, two had heard
the gospel in their own country. The
others are converis through the labors of
these two and one of our own colporteurs,
One of these, a Chota Nagpore man, would,
[ think, make an excellent preacher, and
he bag stirring convictions for the work.
These Nagpore people can talk with the
Assamese and vice versa; but not freely.
There is too much difference in the langu-
ages. Caonot you allow me ten rupees a
month for a Chota Nagpore preacher among
the many Chota Nogpore people in.this
district ? :

The first of last October I baptized seven
converts and eleven more on the 18th of
February,—makes ecighteen baptized in
the last four months. The native Chris-
tian church here now numbers thirty-cight
members. ay the Lord continue to bless,

GeErMANY . — Baptismal scene.—The pas-
tor of the church in Bremen says: ¢ A
delightful baptismal feast was enjoyed last
Whitsuntide. From a love-feast we went
directly out to the water. The beautiful
spring air breathed around us. The Werer
at Bremen had risen eight feet in conee-
quence of a jam in the ice tumbled and
dashed along in great cakes down the
stream. A cloudless sky, sown thick with
stars, arched itself over us; and in the
splendor of the full moont the crowded city
stood out before us with its many towers.
At our feet lay the ice in mighty masees,
piled up like battlements, and crewding one
another out into the channel. The whole
wore & most romantic look, worthy the
pencil of a painter. At one point, care-
fully sought vut by daylight, was an open-
ing perfectly safe and free from ice, with a
sandy bottom ; and here I baptized two
young women into the death of Christ.
With the voice of singing we returned back
along the bank of the rippling Weser to
the love-feast again, where the baptized
were received with open arms and welcomed
into the church.”

Religious persecutions still continue in -

Sweden. The Baptists have been very ob-
noxious to the state church in times past,
and now it appears that the Methodists are
also coming under the ban. The zealous
Methodist preacher, Nilson, has been sen-
tenced to fine and imprisonment with bread
and water diet, and was actually cast into
prison to atone for the crime of preaching
Christ, and thereby ** occasioning a scandal
in the echureh.”  And yet anavowed infidel

has for two winters past delivered public 5

lectures in Stockholm, against the vital
truths of the gospel, declaring that he
would rather see the people frequent the
drinking-houses than the ‘¢ reader’s econ-
venticle.” We do not hear that thie hier-
archy have done anything to prevent such
profanity. ‘* Bonds and afflictions,” as of
old, only ‘“ abide” those who ‘¢ testify the
gospel of the grace of God.”

Tae Bisee 1N Courr.—~Dr. Cote, Mis-
sionary of the Southern Eaptist Board te
Rome, writes that oaths are now adminis-
tered in the Roman courts upon the Bible

instead of upon the crucifix, and that the
same practice is followed in some of the
courts of Tuscany,

Conrtesting HIS Ricurs.—The son of a
Hindoo gentleman who was disinherited on
accouut of having embraced Christianity,
has appealed from the decision of a court in
India to the English courts. The annual
income of his father’s estate is said to be
worth $200,000,

Tux Lanp or Huss.—Meetings have re-
cently been held in Edinburgh for promot-
ing the evangelization of Buhemia, where
the people still reverence their martyr re.
forwer. They have an excellent translation
of the Bible and many precious hymns
which they greatly prize. More colporteurs
are n(.'edﬂ{ to carry to them the pure Gospel
which they are ready to receive.

tow 10 xiLL Hearnenisy —What »
store of evangelical truth wus in the re-
mark wade by a lindoo to one ot the wis-
sionaries. Said he, ** Reviling our guds,
eriticizing our Shastras, and ridiculing our
ritual will accomplish nothing, but the
story which you lcﬂ of Him who loved snd
pitied and came and taoght and suffered and
died and rose agsin, that story, sir, will
overthrow our temples, destruy our ritual,
abolish our Shestras, and extinguish our
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