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at Tivoli. Albans, Velletri and Civita |
Vecchia. Baptist churches nave been
orgavized in the following cities: Rome, !
60 -mombers : Bari, on the Adriatic,
75 members ; Civita Veechia, 20 mem-
bers ; Bologna, 60 members ; Modena,
20 1 and finally, La Tour; in the Wal- |
densian Valleys, 34 baptized believers, |

e

horn to form a New Testament chureh,
\\t‘ ¢ :r‘xva'.\t?-)‘ beseech our brethren of
Ame ica to pray for us “*that Gou |
avou!d open unto us a door of utteranee, |
to speak of the mystery of Christ,” and
especially for me, ** that I may make it |
manifest as I ought to speak,” (Col.
4:3.4) * Aliourstate shall Tychicus
(Bro.. Dickerson, of South Boston) de- |

and a faithful miaister in the Lord” |
(Col. 4:7.) We much enjoyed that
good brother's visit when he was here |
last sumwmer, and are glad to learn that
he has safcly reached his sphere of
labor. May God bless him. Kxtensive
preparations are being made to cele
brate the approuehing opeving of the |
Italian Parliament in_this city. And
surcly no eveut could be more 1aterest-
ing to ltalians thav the first meeting of
their Perlisment within the wails of the
Eternal city., Ouon the 27th iunst. the
king of Italy will be proclaimed king |
of Rome, and Rome ecapital of Traly !
To sce this abandoned aund cresttallen
city, where all the eveuts «f the world
betore the Christian era had been traus-
acted, where had lived those mighty |
men who had made the Coustlfite of |
Rome the protectorof the peaccful and
¢ the terrvor of the evil dUUI‘.., [0 8sece
her again < tting on her seven hills and
holdiig in her hands the sceptre of an |
emypire which proclaims to all who tread
her «uil the righteous doctrive tha
frecdomw without its follies and libarty
without license is mau's heritage, ap- |
pcmﬂ a dream, and yet it is a reality !
God bless lmly and-her noble king !
Thie hard words bestowed by the |
elericu]l party on the partisans of the
new eqgime appear to have disposed
some of these to m ke large conces-
sious in the vain bope of conciliating
their censurers.  The Opinione has |
been, - sinece its arrival in Rome, so
stunz by the remark that the churches
are deserted now-that the [talian gov-
ertiment has established itself 10 this
city, that it takes pains to vindieate
tht' zeal of ll)(" new cowmers, :md to ill-
sinuate that they are quite a godsend
to the celebratiog priests, who would
otherwise officiate In ewmpty
churches. Anether paper, the Nazione,
bardly knows what to m:ke -of the |
Opinione's unususl interest in the sub-
ject of masses, and casts doubt on 1ts
motives. Whatever these may be, the |
Filorentine Journal bas some very sen- |
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clare unto you, who is a beloved brother '.
1 |

t

|

|

vfien

for [m}.l!,:.\'al purposes, It says @

@ Such hypocerisy is as uscless as it is !
base. Since the violence anud perbaps the

un'orfuuate dispositicn ot the Itatlinns

atifled the gerws of the Relormation, this

hypocrisy has been one of the princ pal
vices of our ¢untry and one .of the mun

caures of our social and moral miseries.

It kad been the hope of those who love |
their country that the divine air of liberty |
would lnxuiuuc among us one of its best
results—that of d:spubin. en ~In,‘n y to |
confess their opinions without fanaticism
and without fear, . Lustead of seeing |
ther hopes realized, one o! the worst l‘."l‘;;
erisies, religious hypoerisy, i= hecoming the |
fUulhl'lT:\m, the curner=stone of our lm]l('.\" |
It s nut enough t avad offending the |
Pope ; it is not enough to have given him
enorwon }.H\“('gcs, which in % shousand
w.e)b Jjute the functions of the 51-\1(‘; but
the watel word sent by the national gov-
ertunent, the Liberal gocrament, from
Roue: to lllly, through 18 juux‘lmls 18,
¢ Jtalians, go to mass." " ‘

Rather outspoken, is it not? If
this duk picture be according to the
truth, then let us give the Gospel to
Italy, and she wili-enjoy the glorioys
liberty of the-sons of God. .

Yours very-truly,
; W. N. Core.

]'. 7“. "'_) :u]dl‘CSﬁ i\«'nlé uf Mt »aT'8.
Maguan & Hooker, Piazza de Spagna.
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THE DUTIES OF DEACONY.

—

It is very plain that the offices of the

Chrisiian Chureh recognized in the
New Testament are Bishops and Dea-
cons. Althoagh other numnes as winis-
ters, elders, evangelicts, pastors, teach-
ers, &c., are mentivned, yet the regu-
lar and permavent officers of the
churches are regarded as embraced in
the two tePfms : Bishops, or pastors,
or eldurs, and deacons,

As wen eomimosnly wish to be re-
lieved from obligatiou, the office of dea-
con cowes in for a large share of du-

ties, sought to be put wpou them, on | and valuable.

e

to define the duties

L in Acis vi 2, is, tolook after and provide |

‘ ‘ & . t o 4 2 Inere ) O)= )‘ vl ‘S.
Feomparatively blameless, the unforiu.. When the increased cost of living |

| nate deacons are charged with every |
Cfatiure ol

{ H}_) (RE R
bwrie rs, if
| bapuen ‘to.hold the effice, iudulge i | !
| putting upon-it all possible and impos- | adequate support ! [

those who are called to such service, | pastor sufler for want of the n cessarics
" and so assisting t.em, wake the - office

' who have held that office, and who of-
tentimes, whilst ministers have failed ‘ l‘!'qllil\‘d lor a generous and brmherly ‘

| the deacons are not exempt by their | 1em at present.

' generally atl Lenev

| citizeng, and.it i very shear that  they

oue hand by their fellow-members and
on the other by the winister, Tlhis
sircumstance renders it often a ques-
tion of interest what properly belongs
to the office. The characteristies re
quired in deacond.” and the duties de-
volving upon them, generally, may be |
learned from the apostolie \\'ritin;zs.i
The pl‘ilu'i[-]~‘< of church order

may be acceptable, and we hope profi-
table to many of ouf readers ; glthoﬂt{h
we do not entirely’ conenryin jall ‘he
says. In vonsidetin% the deacon’s
duty to tha pastor, Dr. F. Bays't—
«« Pastors’ salaries should be ade-
quate to their comfortable support, and

|

. . | . 2 i = Winta
details wnder the cxisting state of | held in common with the (‘:nl_\. Clris-Y
cociety are not so easily decided upon. | tians, and the deacons first ap-

: '. ‘ 3 > 2 A ) 5 M ‘< ' ; y A

Attempts have sometimes been made | pOInte d to see that there was a jau
of Deacons, and.| distribution of the common store among

wore

are | 1t 12 clearly the deacon’s duty to see to'
T T e N oW - Tortament ybut the - thise—Ad-things-weve e a-short. tinie |
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A few extracts from thése papers

; : L ik \ .y 1 it
adapt them to the arrangéments of the | those Who T quired " it.
. . | . A »
present day, yet these delitious are tribution of the cowmon

A tair dis-
property of

1 : it
| often largely affected by the cnmplcxi()u ‘ most of our charches W ‘-";M] give 1
L L ‘. ® @ 'Y . *H v . (Y {

of the speaker or writer's own mind. | the pastors ‘; i SRR, 2 e “115-‘-!”' |
Tre common category of duties and | Income than they -get mnow. . !
‘ ' law laid down by the Lord himself—the |

|

cxplanation of the term * serve tables’ : Y |
: law which he ¢ ordaimed "—is that the |
forthe Lord’s tuble, the minister’s table | pastors “ should live of the gospel, l
table of the poor. This is and those who rule well, as the apos:le
% ¢ & it s L tel . te ror » of 1
plainly a pretty extensive combination, | tell us, chould be counted worthy of|

v | .

and .;L\ ll that were not qu”"h, ” | ‘1()"‘)]0 h()ll”!‘, e d()‘]h‘(‘ l‘l‘\\'“rd, ’ as

. L8 N AL e J - | . '
The want of an |

has often eome to pass that no depart- | the passage means. U
¢ of labor could be thought of] adequate support for the pastor 1s one
meng o labior Coui( )6 nougy : L 1 : C 7
which was not required of him who | of “our real difficulties in Canada
1 10 be olected to that office by | Many have nat considered the fact that
bis brethren. -Whilst other members | the price ot lving has gone up from
1L Gl N ) ! . { § . .
£ eharaksew Hoose to stvle ym- | forty to fifty per cent. during the last
(,t ¢Ore 11. . W ‘\() ()l*'() tw t\ t.\'l(. t-htln‘ f ‘““ Ol‘ t‘\vl’lve y(’l;”-g. 'l‘l‘{s ‘;t(‘t b(-arg
¢ 1\“ S }'Il\‘: ; ‘ll(‘“)b“r‘. "l'.l} ll(‘g e ( «i l y l' g !l : ! !. b AT ). ‘-“e »
all sorts of christian work apd be held | 1LY UpOn AlLWhO TIVE-on BuAtics,

alll\l l'x('

h?li-;‘t'lh

|
!
i
|
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|
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the chureh, the |
up to the standird minister and his fumily suffer, and tln:_v :
e by the'r constituents, whether | 81 obliged to leave er-starve. - We |
what was required of them were witu- | TAY Tl TP ;"lnl ﬂ*"lv:\:b;u;lsh!:wlw;‘y
Lo adriidis st 1Ruir aBility iot, | ministers as we please; bu churche-
. ‘\l\":. U()“,'; ,: ! t?;::‘:‘:”:lﬁl ');:,.:i‘:.;,\,s | es will never be able to keep them un-
deasonts duties,- i which -the | less they I'NUI\,‘.O to give them an ade-
they do not thvmse!veﬂ‘l"““" support.
' “But it may be asked, * What is an
answer, not
aud instead of shewing | merely enough to procure food and rai
what 13 required of members towards | ment.  No p ople wish to see their

' not  considered by

coming

sge

| i
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of lite, nor do they wish him to appear
that it is scarcely possible for shabby or ¢ seedy ;' and if they would |
mortal wan to fill. not be confronted with one of these un-

We cannot say with one of our con- | pleasant sights, they must give him
temporaries * that we have scen but few | enouzh to feed .um.l clothe hiw and his
gospel deacous’ ; for we have been | familys But this 1s vot all. e mu-t |

one

“argument’s sake,
' be ** perfect,” but he is not ; and then

‘ . . . L
privileged with the -acquaintance of | have ths means of getting. books for his
of the eurth | library.
i

many ot the excellent

to exercise a beneficial influence, have | support to the man who is devoting his
held on their way, and so prevented | lite-to their highest welfure, the next
erious evils which threatened the | question is, How can we raise this
churches.. \We have no hesitation in | money ? The deacons knows all the
affiiming that, as a cluss the Deacons | members of-the church, what they can
of Ba[ti~t Churches are amougst th.idq and what th‘_\' will do, and the
most devoted and useful men in the | whole.matter of raising this money to

| comtnunity, and that with some excep- | the best advantage, so as to do most

tions, they prove the wisdom and pro- | spiritunl good to the membership,
pricty of the. chotee made by - the | should be thought out also by the dea-
churches. | cons. 1 do not propose t)speak of the
We of course-arc fully aware “that|* weekly offering,’ or any other sys.

I will simply remark
office  from the_performance of avy | that whatever system of collecting you
christian duty. It no less belongs to | may adopt, do not expect thiat any one
them than to other brethren to attend | will be efficient without a good deal of
to all matters affecting public worship, | caic and trouble on your part. 1 fean,
from that of being themselves present, | disciplive should be used with. some
and having the place ‘ol worship pro- | church members who are really idola-
perly cleaned, hghted, and warmed, | tors; but of this I shall not speak at
to that of filling up all the tiwme, and | present. | contend, then, that deacons,
preventing unprofitable puuses in the | should intelligently und generously
praycr-meetings.  And so of visiting | examine this whole subject of pastoral
the sick and distressed, exhorting and l suppor(, and set themselves vigorously
admonisiit + the brethren, helping in | to provide for it. In no one way could
the Sul School and cncmlra\_:ing'l they 42 more to promote the perman-
lent  euterprizes, | ency of the pa-torate, to enlarge the
b-long to every!ideas of the.church members, and pro-

christian man and woman-as well as | mote the growth of thé boldy, A stingy

These

mvileaes
[‘l vHEZEDS

to the  deacons, und _.are  oftan | people cannot grow, and ought not to
better  pertormad by mou-officials. | grow,

|

{

Much injury 1s frequently done to
churches and church mewmbers by put- |
ting duties on officers of the church | [t is not necessary to comment at
whl(:h do not }»l‘u!\el'l_'y' ])(_slnng to t,h(nu, | amy gn‘eat l('llglh on l,ll(‘,‘SL‘l'Vi(,'e r'eé-
We should be glad to remove the : quired  at the ‘Lord's table. This is
idea that any of the ordipary services of ' simple arnd readily upprvhcudcd. |
christian brotherhocd were in any | shull therefore pause to notice what 18
measure :-‘puriu“_\ da'lwa,dcut on thc“implicd in :~J<'l‘\'i0g ‘the table of the
church officers, . The zeal and cnergy poor.,)” The many seem to suppose
of the membersarerepressed, and much that the poor members of a particular
warw-hearted devogson of the younger chureh un]y are meant, Bat surt‘l_y
ones s lost by tife notion that the | this is too limited a view. The duty
facilities of duih‘__’ j_'.)m] are limited to ' of lllilliilt‘l’ilj:; to the poor of lht‘il‘ own
the more Besides too it | church is iudéed laid upon the dea.
very comwonly happens that the dea- | cons, but is this all that is assigned to
cons nave to provide for their own | them in. respect to the poor? Js not
tables, care for their own families, and ! the whole malter Uf church beievolence
perform their duties as | put under the deacons !  Let us cou-
' sider this question a little. When the

In the last paper Dr. I\, remarks :—

:\\‘. \'.Ah\'\“!.

Slt Ire t)f

| have ng more the power of ubiquity | first deacons were appointed, the chief

ject by Rev. Dr. Fyfe in the Canadian | this sacred daty too much overlooked
Baptist. ¥rom the writer's standpoiut | by our deacons ? I contend that the
they may be regarded as good, but if
the D, bad had a little more personal | the Christian Church, extend wuch
experience in the cfice he might have | beyond the poor of their own particu-
rendered bis instruction more practical { lar church, They are conneccted with

| the whole matter of church benevo-

“ Having ascertained how much is|

l
|
|

|

|
|
|
l
|
!

| than other people ; so that whilst called | duty assigued to them was to sce that |
on to provide things hovest in the ; the contrnibutions of the church wwc’
th" ')f u‘. men, ’J;gy 1“;|.\" be u“nb‘;(} ', di.‘li“)dlb\l to H“ WhO were iH H(.‘O’J. '
in such cases to do as wuch as many i [ propose to notice briefly the two-|
other Christiane in what belongs to all | fuld aspeet of deacons' duties suggest- |
the followers of Christ alike. | ed by the ('ox-egoiug remarks. ,
We have been led to these remarks ‘q To minister to the wants of the poor |

by reading some aiticles on the sub- | members of their own ehurches. 1s uot |

this matter,

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

lence. Bencvolenco has primary refty
erence to the poor everywhere.

Tt seems elear to me that it was in-|
tended the

— e

w I'am not contending that
they'should themselves go routid .and
canvass every momber of the chureh
for contributions to aid in preaching
the gospel to the poor, but is it not the
deacos’s duty Lo see thul this as done
If “‘not, who'ls to see to it? Whav
provisions have been made in the Word
of God for doing this work ? ~ Is it said,
each membep should  bring his own
contributions to the proper officer in
the church ? This may be graunted for
So each one should

what i3 to te done ? Arc we'to leave

| them to themselves, or to go round and

help them, by our sympathy, by our

| words and by our example, to do .bet.

ter> What think you is the Christian

law in regard to this > I come back
to the point, that the deacons are the

' only officers who ean properly take the

oversight of the financial aftairs of the
church, both in regard to home ex-
penditare and in regard to church
henevolence.
to lcgis!:lte‘,. or to control the u'ﬂ‘:lil‘s of
the chureh, but to give counsel to sthe
ehurch in respect to financial plins,
and to carry these plans into effect,
when they have been adopted by the
church. In order to do this, the dea-
cons should meet and thi:k out thor-
oughly — with the counsel of the pastor,
—this whole sabject of church finance.

I say not that they are |

|
i

This may present itself before such a |

meeting in two_aspects, First, what
the chuich is able to do, and therefore

what it ought to do. for every charch as |

well as individual should do all that it
can for the cause of God. But this
high standard may not be attainable at
present.

The next question is what the chureh
can be indaced, by the use of proper
means to do for the various ohjects of
Christian benevolence supported by
the denomination ? et this matter be
taoroughly considered. Then see to
it that **the proper means” aro adopted
to raise all that ¢an be raised withowut
irrttating or offending the membership,
[ think this of great importance. I
co not suppose-indeed that we can
avoid offending some one when going
out to colleet money, bnt I think much
less offence may be given than is done
in carrying out this work. When a
brother is irritated—alas that so wmany
should be  so-easily irrituted wheo
asked for money !—we lose our power
to benefit him. His gift leaves no
blessing resting on his own spirit, and
the small rill of his benevolence will
be like the summer brook, it wiil dry
up in the heat., Then see to it, that
the right parties are seut out to do
the canvassing. . L say canvassing, for
very little will be raised without a per:
sonal application to each member. If
I shall have aided any of you to render
move efficiont service to the Master, 1
shall deem mysell well paid for writing
as [ have, '

. S —

We offer uo apology for placing the
following note from our brother, J. R,
Stubbert before our readers. Mr. B,
is taking a course of study at Newton
before ovutering upon his lite work,
Other Nova Scotian young brethren
are there whom with him we hope sooun
to walcome back, and see at work in
some of our promising fields at present
destitute of ministerial labor :—

Newron Turorncreat Instirvre, §
Dec, 19th, I8T1. s”
Dear Brother,— Lol

We are always glad to see the Christian
Messenger pluced upon our table. 1t hears
tidings of the Redeemer’s kingdom, in vur
own dear native land. _Rejoiced to see in
its columns that some of the churches in
the Province are enjoying the reviving in-
fluences of God's lin\y Spirit : und trast
the good work will advance until every
chureh in the land will receive {rom on
high *¢ showers of blessings.”

Many of the churches in the Province
are without Pastors to guide them, and 1
hope they will make every ctlort in their
puwer to ohtain the services of our dear
hrethren here who will graduate from this
jnstitute” in June 1872. Some of the
churches here are destitute as well as oar
own, and they now are sending in invitas
tions to. the members of the Senior Class to
go and settle with them, OF course, if
our brethren do not reeceive u call {rom
some of our own churehes they will settle
here and onr own Provinee will bho des
prived of the lubors ol goud aud sivong
wen., ‘

Ever yours,
J. R. STUBBERT,
A

« -

It is not often that we take the

duties of the secoud class officers in | liberty of publishing what is not writtgu

"t'or publication.
' however to do so in a few lines just
' received from & young lady in a Wes-
| tern country, as we think that what she |

We feel digposed

3

o — - ot P

‘writes may be the mean® of bencfiting

Fothers,-and will at any rate shew what €.

*’libvr:ul things a liberal soul may de-
deacons should overseed

vise, she ywill thus bhave the .* more

blessed™ fora whola year. Aswe have
0 E W

no permission to give -the names we

omit thew, dnd hope to be pardoned

the ]iberty we have taken 1=~

T™r. Selden ;— R
" Drar Sir.—You will pardon: me if I
trouble you with a few lines enclosed, with
which is two dollars, a subscription  for
your valuable paper for the coming year,
¢ 1872.” You will he Kkind enoungh:to
gend it to the tollowing nddress, * * @
Mra., —— i#alriend of mine, and 18
in rather poor cipgumstanees as regards the
things of this world, and bas thus | find
heen debarred [row obtaining literature,
which sueh & mind as hers must hunger
for. And F&dppose there are many, many
in like sitv tions, I wih it were in my

power to give to all sueh the blessing of & -

weekly visit [rom a paper like the Chras-
tian Messenger. And of those who can
possibly allhid it, how wany deprive thew-
selves and their children of the pleasant
matter to ba found in many of our religious
papers. 1 wish that parents and grardians
more generally would feel themeel g8, and
teach -their ¢hildren that tuis kind of read-
ing in the home=eirele, is, or should be con-
sidered iluli.’\pi'llsihi\". U\ilill;: the past
Sammer wlile in ———— 1 visitel my
friend Mr8, ————_ wnd in the few weeks
spent there, the missing of my home read-
ing taught me how great must be the pri-
vation of doing without it the year round.

- * » * - *

1 an, dear div,
Very respectiully yours,

- —— e

Rev. Gro. A. WearHer sends us
the following notice of his wife's de-
parture : :

Keuwer, Jan. Sth. 1872,
Dear Brother Selden -

Having been called to give the parting
hand to my dear” wite, duughter of Alex-
ander Blair of Onslow, 1 rend you titings
of her death, to be horng by the Messenger
to thuse who will doabtless retuwember us at
a throne of grace in this time of sorrow,
The disease by which she was - hastened to
the grave, fivst manifested itself by 'a'slight
pain in the knee, which pr wed to be white
swelling., The first of her suffering was
at Brother Samuel Brown’s at the time of
the Convention, Sbe often spoke ol the
kind attenti.n received at that” time. To
her our homeward journey was a tiresome
one, and wheu we reached bowme she wad
carried into the house, to 2o out no more
‘till after death, whica - tovk-—place on the
night of the 20th o’ Dee.  But her might
of “suffering is past; shic sleeps in Jesus and
is blest. Sue was one who could say in truth
‘My soul duth wish mouns Zion well,” To
promote the cause ol Christ was her most
carnest desire.  Many will remembor her
| words of admonition,

We desire to bless God that the gloomy
night of sorrow was lighted with he as-
surance that there awaiw her a glorious
resurrection, ands that even now her death-
less spiric is with Jesus, among the spirits
of just men made periest.  Ta the Lour of
sadness kind (nends came to us like ;u]gp]a
of merey vieing with each other in nets of
kindnest, ! he Lord sustain them in the
time ot-troubte: ey

The funeral services were conducted by
Brother Cohuvun ke wok. as h.HL text
Phil. i. 21, and preached muoeir to the edi-
fication of his heavers,  May the Lord over-
rule the event for his own glory aad our
good, '

Gro VWETRERS,

Our Brother will Lave the sympathy
of many frieuds for himsell and fawily,
uander this sorrowfu! dispensation of
Divine Provideuce.

i i 15 .

OQur United Prayer Meetings are in
in progress morbiiy and evening ae-
cording to the published programme.
There 18 an exceilent spirit prevailing
in them, and they have been largely
attended thus far. May great good
arise from thum to ull the

chutches,

R e . L o

PrAay For THE Jews -—In former
years, the Lvaogclicsl Allinuce jnsert-
ed in its programme for the week of
prayer, * Saturday for the conversion
of the Jews.” This  yeur, this part of
the programme has been omitted jand,
therefore, the Board of the Awmeviean
Christian Socicty for promoiing Chris-
tianity among the Jews in New York
and elsewhere, resolved, at their last
stated meeting, to call the uttention of

duty to pray for Isiocl, atud to request,
especially, to remember ou that day the
laborers in that field who ave engaged
\ in briugiug the g epel of the Son of
God to thut' people; n'l to ask for the
vffusion of the Holy Sypivit upon the
Learts of the seed of Abraham.”

: B3
We perceive by our N. B, exchapges
that the New School Jiaw is being ap=
plied with vigor. I'he School meetings

e A A P e

to-mbrrow the
the Boards

11th lIust., at which
of Trustees are to be
wade

elected, and the arrangewmcuis

N

all Christians to this too much neglected

throvghout toe Provinee are to be held
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