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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

Ehristizg  N)essenger.

HALIFAX. N. S., JANUARY 10, 1872,

TEHE TBACHBR-
BIBLE LESSONS FOR 18~ 2.
e ESUS, AETER_H18 ASCENSION. '

Sunvay. January 14th 1872
The Great High Priest.—llebrews iv.
11-16. :

Susscr.—Confidence in the sympathy
our exi ted Saviour is a source of stwn‘glh,
and un aid in tiwes of suffering and triul.

GoLpeN Text.— We have a great High
Pricet that s parsed into the heavens.

SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS . — Numbers xiv
20-39 ;: Psalm xev.,

AnavLysis — 'he priesthood of Christ is
suj erior 10 wny human priesthood.

ﬂ. In knowledge of our wants,

2 lu his own freedom from all imper-
fection and ein.

3. In_Lis rearness to the throne of God
- and ¢ mnquem ubﬂit] .to secure for us the
biereings needed.

As there are scveral acknowledged inac.
euradies in the common English version of
th: épstle to the Hebrews it way ussist
some 10 a ¢learer view of this feeson, and
the truths it contains il we give a transla-
tion ol it, and a few of the preceding verses, |
by Dr. Ripley :—

(6) Since, then, it remains that some are
0 enier into it, and they to whom the glad
tidings were before proclaimed did not enter
in, on account ol dwobedience, (7) he again
marks out a certain duy, maemeiy, To day
eyimg in David after so long & e, d» hus
ahie dy been said, To-pax il ye » all hear
bix voive, harden not your heart, (¥) For i
Jushiun tad given thew THE REST, tien God
would net have t-puken. alterward, ol ane-
therday. (Y) There stall remaineth theve-
fore, u resting to the people of Gud ; (10,
for he who has ‘entered into His rest, also,
biwm-eli rerted from his works like as God
did romhis own.,

(11) Letus be in earnest,”then, to enter
into tiat rest, lustany one full atter the rame
exsmple ol disotwdience, (12) For the
word ol God s hiving, and etlective, and
sharper than any two-edged swurd, pierving
shrowgh even un o the di.iding ot soul and
of rpirit, of juints wlve and of marrow, nod
judging the thoughte and intents of the

eart: (13) and thereis nuta crenture that
is unsecn in bis precence ; but al things
are buked and lvid bare w the eyes of hiw
with whom we have w do,

(14) Having, then, a great Lligh-priest
who bus gone through the Lenveus, Jerus,
the Son of God, ‘et us hold tast the prolession,
(15) For we have nut whigh priest whe can-
not teel with us in our birwi ies, hut vne
who bus heen tempted in all things like our-
selves, withoutsin. (16) Let us, then, come
with ireevess to the throne ol grace, that |

we may obtain wercy and find gace for
seasonable aid.

Exrosimion.—The typieal character of |
the Sabbath Rest is here shewn. The |
origital institution Gen. it. 2 was referred |
0 as & continued rewmembruncer of some
future good to be enjoyed.

___The Kest 00 long sought and ;v?muglll

obtuined, by the weary leraclites, as the)
Journcyed in the wilderness, is here rhewn
W have been but a telpoural and temporary
settlement, and etill orly indieating that a
foture und more abiding rest might be ex.
pecicd Lo the Old Testament references t
the Rest in the Jand of Cuanaan, there is no
dndication that it was intended to teach of
® future rest, but in chapter iii. 18, 19,
aud iv. 1-10, the progress of thought goes
out into the glurivue .rest of Leaven, and
regurds that us the only adequate reet that
eould be considered as the full bestowment
of lleering from Gud to his belicving and
obedicnt people.

Lator,—The greatest earncstness is de-
mauded in the pursuit of such large bless-
ing.
"l'/oe Word of Ged,—This term could
wot huve 89 limited & menning ae¢ the
written word— the Bille—but includes all

the communications that have beeén sont
from heaven to wankind, cb. ziii. 4.
Quick, §c.—In the above tranelation it
will be seen that this word is renaered
living, See Acts xi. 3: 1 Peter iv. 5.
Twe edged sword, cutting both ways.
The wofd of God goes even de per than
any cutting iustrument, and discovers
more than what is spparent to the eye of
man entering into the inner purts even be-
yond the ineide of the bones. There is no
escape of any part from its searchings, so
that an applieation of it to man's thoughts
and iotentions will shew whatever is wrong
even there. h’ﬂu motives and springs of
thought are s lree ree:
of its crathe. s o
Neither is there any creature, §c.—The
commands of God are from Him who is
preseot st all times, to observe what recep-
tion s given to them, and how they are
attended to, Pealmn oxxzix. 1-12.

In this condition what poesible ground
would there be for hope if we had not some
powerful Intercessor.

Him with whom we have to do,—God.
The Jews were exocedingly cautious in
using the name of the Divine Being.

Infirmities, —Chriet was perfect!y united
to mankind in his budily presence and was

rendered linhle to bunger, thirst,. sorrow. |

tvmptation. tears and pity. lle was open
to temptation and doubtless s.ffered under
these trinls, and under them poured out
trong crying and tears.

Yet without sin —The virtue of ell he
endiured arvee {rom the fact that he did nut
yield to the sinful suggestions of the
cnemy Jobn ziv. 30, He cune forth {row
every fresh atthek unharmed, ¢h. ii. 17;
1 Peter ii. 21-23. His unconquerable love
0 God snd men sustained him in every
wssault, and thcwed that it wae for others
not for himself that it was endured.

The siuless churacter ot Christ is the
great contrast with the Jewish Lligh Priests,
so that his official character was never
placed in jeopardy, and his exaltation has
rendered that office incomparably above
al. who ever came before him.

Come boldly to the throne of.grace,—No
doubt need he felt in éoming to God under
such cirumstances. Consciousness ol &in
néed be no barrier. - The Iaet of veeding
merey is the une which qualifies us to come
to God. Nedd ot helpin doing so ren.
ders us the proper objeets of Christ's compas-
rion and gives us a pussport to the Divine
presence Christ’'s work would be a uscless,
endurance cf evil il it had not rendered
him more approachuble by us.  And it no
application be wade by ue we dony him in
the ¢l aracter to which he is now exulu;j.
See eh. jii. 1. He will-give well-timed aid
to his believing people. » Those who have
trusted their case in his hands bave ex.
perienced this by various interpositions,
and grace or favor bestowed at special eea-
s D8 ol neceeeity.

QuEsTIONS. — W hen wae the firet indi-
cation vl & restadny given T - To whom was
the gospel ol -rest first preacted  To whom
i releren e made in verse 67 What is
the exnwple ol unbeliel ur disubedience
wentioned in vs. 117

W hat is meantn vs. 12 by ** the Word of
God 7' To what work isitacapted 7 Wiat
is the mewning of *a discerner”? To
whowm does it disce wwer the maotives of action ¥

*See Romans vir, 7-12? To whom is all

known belorchuand? What is God called
move, 137 What office dues Jiesus 1ow
Gl? For whom? What rendes Jeeus
suited us & High Priest to the wost rintul
and fechle of maunkind ? What t) the
wost powerful and blaweless 7 How shouly
this uperate cnour hea.ts in offering prayer
t) Gud?
Seripture Catechism, 1, 2, 3, 4.

SCIENCE WITHOUT RELIGION,

llnd wiracles never been  performed,
we thould long ago have heen left ** having
no hope, and without God in the world ;"
long wgo, oppressed by the unhioken
silence, we might well bave bLelieved that
there was no living and personal Gad, or
no God for us ; and that belind the veil ol
the blue heuvens, : & behind the tewple
veil through which the rash Rowan burt
into the ioly of Holies, there were vacua
omna. Shut up mm the prison house uf
anpericct and dolusive sense—denizens of
# universe, which, being atsindoned to dead
laws is but ** a machine worn hy the dust
of 1ts own grinding,"'—struggling with
irrcsistible fuiees, the least of which wight
“t uny momer t sunibilate our rvee,—
haunted by ghastly imaginings which
spring from the certsinties of wislortune,
the ngonies of suffering, the grinning irviy
of deuth,—what without a kuuwicd;e uf
Gud, would life buve been ? Surely then

Diagons of the prime
Tpat tear each other in their slime
Were mellow music matcued wits bim

Bat frow all this,—which, as all history

shuws, would have been the iuevitahie re-

sult of a Science apart from.. Revelation,—
God saved ue. To adwit us, ae it were,
it the very busowm of the lufinite,
quench for us the hopeless terrur of the
unkuown, not to render us abect, but vn
the contrary, to wake us the sons of Gud,
possessors of all that is strvng und beuuti-
ful in the visible creation, heirs of all that
is bright and glorious in the hopes of L.

wortality aud Heaven, Gud sent his Suo.—
Farrar

Wuo 15 OLo 7—A wise wan will pever
rast out. As long ss he can move mud
breathie he will he ‘duing for hiwsell, his
neighhor, or for pusterity. Who is old?
Not, the man of energy , not the day lahorore
in science, a1t or benevolence ; | ut be vuly
who suffers his energies to waste away,
and of life o Lecome mutionless ,
on w the houre heuvily,
sod 0 whew all things wear gurb ot

glovm.

L gomlrmun.

ouths’ Qcpartmt;tt.

THE SEED AND THE SOWERS,

Ever so little the seced may be,

Ever so little the hand,
But when it is sown it must grow, you sce,
And develop its nuture, weed, flower, or tree;
The sun hive, the gir, and the dew wme fice
oty ¢ R CHeoseaubASaslANGReNGT IR

If the seed be good, we rejnic in hope
Of the harvest it will yield
We wait and watch for i's sp inging up,
Admire its growth, and count on 'he crop
That will come from the little secds we drop
In the great wide ficld.

But if we hecdlessly scatter wide
Seeds we may h ppen to find,
We care not for cuiguie or wh .t may betide,
We suw here and th re un the highw.y side; ‘
Whether they 've lived or whetle: they'veda. d,
We never wind.

Yet every rower must one dav reap
Fruit from the secd he has rown.
How ca efully then it be omes us 10 heep
A watchtul eye on the seed, snd seek
To sow whit is g ‘od, that we may Lot weep
Tu receive vur own!

-

¢ Great men are not always great” isa
proverb ol which we frequently see illus-
trations. Perhayps like Asop of old, Ilenry
Ward Becclir tinds it desirable to unbend
the buw occasionally, that it may pereerve
it® clasticity, Here is a little story of a
cat lrom his pen which appeared in the
N. Y. Christtan Union,and will nmuse our’
young readers ns well us some older ones.
v might do even for thé clildren to tell
their little brothers and sisters, who are
yet unuble to read it for themselves :

A PIOUS CAT.

e

We always knew that it would turn out
80. The fuct ie, that cats are ‘an abused
race, and alwuys have heen, But we have
claimed for them wany and distinguishing
excellencies, nnd for duing so we have been
confronted,—in our own house, too—with
inlignant deniale., ** Cats are relfish and
treacherous. They fuwn on you without
uffection, and only for their own pleasure.
They are sly, cruel, and hateful.” 7To all
of which we time and nguin have entered
a denial. Tbata cat has & capacity of
being sly and cruel, far beyond any voueh-
&iled to a rabbit, or a hen, we do not deny.
But a good cducution will reduce these
qualities to & condition about as respect-
uble as they exhibit in the human race.

Theeat insly !  Is not a hunter ely ? Is
not & fisherman sly, stealing along the
brook with u gaudy and deceitful * fly,”
devigned to inveigle trout? lhe cut is
cruel ! ls it because he kills rats and
birds? What, then, wust be the eruelty
of man ? - No doubt a moral cat, of proper
education, and belonging t the right
Church, would prefer (infinitely preler)
bave its weas killed for it and properly
dressed, nnt brought arvund dwily in a
butchier's eart.  Bug, il that is not done,
why should not the cat kill ite own little
beef? Que thihg is certain, the eat kills
ounly that it wmuy ewt, Neither does it
dally over its fuod, praising iw juices and
siacking i lips, alter the wanuer of wen
over this and that tidbit,

If ench man and child were dependent
every day for its lood upon its own skill in
recuring game, if every one were ohliged
w be his own butcher and serve up his sus-
tennnce with bloudy hands, is it likely that
we slivuld be us neat, select, and delicnte in
our wethods of destraction us a cat is ?

No, under proper treatwment the eat is a
He carries himself with aris-
tocrntic sell-respect. e hus an wstine.
uve knowlege ol suciety,—social ir tuitions
as one wight say,—snd perceives ut a
glunce why is prejudiced sgainst him and
who is purtial,

Il & cat has not the eapacity of distin-
terested Iricndship, then no animal hus,
To be sure, the cat dues not gaze at you
with ' the inquisitive or inquiring looks
which an intelligent dog casts upon his
aster ; but every one hus his own way of
showing ullection, and & cat’'s way is not
ler: genuine hecuuse it is unlike a dog's.

We have before this had cecasion to dis.
course upun suudry and divers cats at
Peekekill.  But now we have another tale
W tell, which ought to raise the cat high
in woral position,

Bessie, Le it known, is not only the
Mouther Superior of the place, but is & cat
ol unexcepuivnable record, nod of the best
wanners, No cat ever reared her house-
bold with more anxious diligence. Woe
to dog or other cut that approached the
sacred jwecinet where her kittes were
preservid ! Her losses were burne with
exemplury paticnee, One kitten a horee |
slepped on; vne or two others, in the

blovin and besuty of their youth, were

v

pursued hy certain black and tan terriers,
during their mother's absence, as they
sported in the twilight, and were cruelly
done to death. One or two others, the
‘ city eat ' (that fierce and might crea-
ture!) slew.

Thit Beesie was sustained under her
great losses all could sce. But that it
should awaken in_ber mind a deep seriouss
ness is as surprising as it wust be gratify-
.

Bessie 18 very fond of Mr. Tarner ; as,
indeed, all the cits are and all the dogs,
and all the calves, and everything clse that
dwells on the larm. Even flies and mos-
quitoes court him. It is no uncommon
tuing to see cats and dogs, a wotley com-
pany hig and little, white, black and gray,
going forth with Turver to the fields,

It happened a Sunday or two ago that
on starting for church, a wile distant, he
found Bissie at the loot of the lane wend-
ing her way with him. Bless her fur,
what use 18 there in a e.t's guing to
church? I shie had ever heard the proverb
sbout the church-mice, 1t muet have wid
her that they are always poor, and not
worth #o long & tramp.

She was admonished and sent back.
The paity went un, entcred the sanctuary,
and it is to be hojed, profited by its lesson
of devoton. ' But whnt wae their rur prise,
on rising at the close off the serices, to find
Beesic at thie door waiting for their depmr-

ture! < It is plain that she hud o 1ealiziog

sense of her privileges, To church she
would go, and to church she did go—the
true church, to—no~ Preshyterian, n)
Mcthodiet, no Biptst Church did she
countenance, but the gentine Episcopal
Chuich.  Her conduct proved unexecption-
able. She can now go whenever she de-
sires, unrebuked,

On lenrning these facts [ felt not only «
great respect for Beesie, but a desire t
learn ber opinions on wany questione
Accordingly, on a bright wor ing,—oh,
how the sun did shine! and the great
broad heavens above were full of brilliant
ether,—1 bruached o Bessie some of - the
sulient points of contioversy lamiliar to
our day. ,

*“ Is it your opinion that service should
be said or eung?”’ I ausked her,—at the
same time patting her head gently.  She
at once opened up 8 ch a purring that it
was plain she luchined W a service of song.

I could get 1o very positive nnewer us Ao
whettier she S)uqmahirul with the High
Chureh purty or the Low.
wiose, #e | Lud ecen other people do on b
Balie Lepio, wid intoer buwped ber back,
wud walked very stflly aguinst wmy ke,
with ber tal: bheld uloit It uitermos.
leugth.

dhe lvukeu

She did not choose to suy anys
cung ; but I could me by such « wkeu
bt sle inchined W the lagh Parcy.

I could not muke vut wuch upon the
wpie of bepusial regeneration.  She
licked her paws nud ‘wausted Ler fuce as-
a‘uduuuhly, dod scewed unXivus o be utwer-
ty clewu T but tursher i that T eouid get
o bint. b way e Lhnt shie weant Lo say
thut Laptiow, 1 weéll rubbed in, might re
gulbwerale | or, sl wight Lave wiched W
show Ly sigus that the whoie thing wae
but sujeibicial, wnd did wot work eward
woral chinlige,
the Catecuism,

Sue wae enlirely svund vu

QUESTIONS FOR CURIOUS CHIL-
Dt .h“o
Gray, red, bluck, trown, or yellow, |
A Lo be lound vu wany o lellow. U ir,

Why is an uncuwloraile reat like ¢oun-
fort 7 Becuuee 16 1o vevoid ol gase (i's).
(Lrere ure vo K s 10 tiue word CGulort.)

Wohat two letiers Jo Loys delight i w
the snnoynuce ol their betters? fwo L%
(to teast )

W bt single word would you put dowan
for 49 burrowed trow you
ul‘ﬁul,o

W lhiat Awmcrican poet way be considercd

equal t biree-lilthes of the poets, unvicut
wud wwdern ¥ Poe,

Boliead w covnury in Europe, and Jeave
sulertng. Spain,  Bolead w city ol Frauce,
wnd louve repose.  Boest, Boliewd » ety ol
Hudlnod sod leuve tiengue,  tingue.

1 s 8 word of 1w letters ;
My first represcits thas whicl, iv dearer

t we tiun howey o lauds,

My sceond 1s the nawe of an article
which cheers wy lite_and wdds o wy en-
Juyment,

My whole is the wmost definite and the
most ldchuie word e the Eoglisa luu.
Bugey which iy wpply W suoything 1o
the uiiveise, nud whikh can yet dosignute
but » siugle shing.  Kyo~Ten ; b, bt

Wit gunmuo slone is like the eutrance
tow fivid 7 Agate.

.« - e .
Those who are auibitious of uriginulity,
and sim ui i, are wecsesnrily lod by vthers,
Mm scek o be dilloront frum thew.
y ;

XL leut (ux- |

SINEWS OF THE SOULL.

There can be no high success in any
kind of work without hearty beliet in it.
More thun hall the wisdom and nearly all
the energy which make fortunes is due to
a beli:f in the menns hy which tlLey are
made. If we tnke uway n mmn's confidince
in his business, we cut off hiy right arm.

A" poor schemc succecds when driven by a

steady enthusmsm ; while the best one
possible fails under Lall-licarted wanag-
wmcnt.,

Herein is a lesson fur a Christian. He
hus no right to give his time and strength
to anything whicti does not €nlist his Chris-
tinn “sywmpathics. To fall in with the
thoories and practices of unchristian peo.

ple is to fulluw a lusing game which Lie has 4

no real devire 10 win,  What satistaction
is it to one whou hus the Jove ol Christ in
his soul % sucieed in being us rich ae
fawous, or as lushionable w8 hic utwetly
scltish neighbor?  Riches for Christ's suke
he may scek in all heartiness; he may
weleome reputation us a lever to use in
building spiritual templee ; he may «ven be
to & degree fusbionable to fashionable men,
if by that uieuns he an save some from

the perils of mslion; but ihe can wever

muke successiul comprumiecs in a matter of
principle,

W hatsoever is not of faith is sin; and
he who trice to run while weighted with
unbeliet will ind Lis hecls lead and his
heart stone and he juints suff. Eivery
trifling uneveunces 18 & wountain of difi-
cu!ty to an unieliever, but the steep moun-
tain s only aun incitement W tiw who trusts
in his God and believes in his work. Futh
and hope are the sinews of the soul.

AIPOINTED TO NE

A voice from the sick-room rays, It help-
ed me immensely last night, in wmy pain,
to reulember the text, ** Woarisome nights
ure appointed uwnto me.”  The idoa that
they were no accident,. no blunder of my
physician; but appuinted by my best Friend
—this was stuength to me. When all were
sleeping, and s ecye saw my wenriness,
then I wassuie that, for infinitely wise und
kind reasons, ull were prepared for me.
I'his stilled my soul.  This is our life les-
son. Property takes wings, friends fail us,
good schewes wiscarry, pluns of uselulocss
ure thwarted by most unlooked lor-inter-
ventions, hedth gives out, action gives
place to suffcring. Where we were cheer-
fully doing, we ean only wait, G.d' will,
Darkness and doubt shut -8 in.  For many
days neither sun nor sturs appear.  But all
is well ; these things ure appinted unto
us, Only let us believe this—let a eulm
fuith recognize the gmeious Providence
which shapes all our ways—and we can
then endure until the dawn shall bring
light and joy.

®  SABBATH PIETY,

Therc is a mystery about this effeet of
the weather un picty. Sabbath heat seews
hotter, Sabbath cold colder, and Sibbth
rain wettcr than that of any other day ;
for the same weasure of Leat, or cold, or
rain, ona weck day, will not keep one
from his usunl business, We need n Sab-
bath Almanac, caleulated for our church-
es, that will show by its weather scale
when it will he sule .or a vigorous Chris-
tian o expose biwselt on the S.bhath by
going to the house of God. Such an
almanac would enable pus ors und superin-
tendents of Sabhath schiouls o know wlom
they eould depeud on in church, Sabhaih
sghool and prayer weeting. | have recent.
ly been examining microscopic views of the
different snow flikes, a hundred or so of
them. 1 would suggest to our curious
savans an examination of Sibbath saow,

crystal,

SNAKES AND TIGERS IN INDIA.

We need not wonder at the eagerness,
says the Chemist and Druggist, with which
physicians and auuthorities in India cxawine
every new remedy put forth as en antidote
to the poison of n snake bite, when we learn
that in British India, including British
Burmah, the deaths from enuke bite during
the past three years amount to 25,664,
This statement appesrs in an officisl report
published in the Gazette of India. From
shat report, we also leurn that during the
same period the deaths resulting from the
attacks of ull kinde of wild bLeasts in the
same area numbered 12.554. The snakes
killed more than twice as many as were
forest rangers put togetber, Truly the
serpent is still more subtle than the beasts

of the field."

to sce if it has a peculiarly sharp injurious
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