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For the Christian Messenger.
STORM, STORM, STORM!

Storm, storm, storm !
The cold snows are drifting again ;

And the wild March winds moan drearily,
O’er wold, and wild, and main.

Storm, storm, storm !
And the winds incessantly roar ;

W hile the murmaring rills and fountaing,
Are frozen o'er and o'er.

Storm, storm, storm !
And the winds of memory roar :
But the bloom of dnending Summer
Perfumes the air no more.

Storm, storm, &torm !
But on fancy’s pinious I soar,
And stroll amid orange groves, golden,
On fairer than tropical shore.
— Evening at Home,
Marcn, 1872,
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IT IS NOT ALWAYXS NIGIT:

BY ALFRED F. GAGE. .

It is not always night,
For quick upon the darkness comes the light
Of amplest morning.

And, in decpest sadness,
Hath swect forewarning,
Therefore, the dismal wind
Shall not my soul to any sadnoess bind,
Nor doubts distress me.
I know thé zephyrs blow,
And in glad vales sweet flowers of light shull

grow,
And Love shdll bless me.

~Religions.

For the Christian Messenger

B

MISSIONS IN EUROPE.

AN EsSAY PREPARED FOR THE ACA-
DIA CornLEGE M1sSIONARY SoCIETY
BY ONE OF ITS MEMBERS,

Published by request,

It is not at all strange that the chief
interest in Missions should generally
be felt with regard to those fields, where
the people have, until recently been
enshrouded in the gross darkness of
heathenism, and where the transform-
ing power of the gospel is so strikingly
manifested in the social a8 well as
moral improvement of those who re.
ceive it. But the good “work which
missions have accomplished in more
enlightened countries may well claim
the consideration of every lover of the
truth, and afford ground for encourage-
went and hope. It may therefore be
worth while to take a glance at the
missionary labor performed in Europe
within the last forty-five years.

Half a century ago the spiritual con-
dition of Continental Europe, so far as
vital Christianity is concerned, was for
the most part little, better than that of
heathen lands. Corrupted forms of
Christianity, linked with state govern-
ments, left the people in ignorance of
the fundamental truths of the Gospel,
while private research was forbidden.
Romanism in the South, the Greek
Church and Islamism in the East, and
Lutheranism in the North, exerted
their blighting influence over the mas-
ses, and held them in spiritual bondage.
But a better day has dawned for Ku-
rope. The Macedonian cry has again
been heard there.  The appeal for help
reached the shores of America; and a
neble response has been given. Mis-
sions, which are sustained by our Bap-
tist brethren in the United States, have
been established in France, Germany,
Greece, Sweden, Spain, and Ttaly, The
efforts put forth in the different fields
have been attended with varions de-
grees of success ; but on the whole the
results haye been highly encourging.
A great change has taken place since
the work was commenced. The Gospel
has been preached in its purity in hun.
dreds of different localities, It hus won
its way in spite of the trials and perse-
cutions to which its adherents have been
exposed. ‘A vast amount of religious

literatyre, consisting largely of copies
of the Sacred Scriptures, has been dis-
tfibuted. Many thousands of souls

A RELIGIOUS AND GENERAL

overruling providence is removing the

of the truth, and doors are opening.on!
every hand. Religious intolerance is
gradually giving way. Old missions
are extending their operations. New
ones are being formed. And thus the
work goes on.
To present a view of the missionary
operations carried on in Kurope, it
seems best to take each mission separ-
ately. And as that of
FRANCE
is the oldest, it will be considered first.
The French Mission was established
in 1831, The first missionary appoint-
td to that field was the Rev. J. C.
Rostan, a native of Marseilles, who was
distinguished among his countrymen
for his talents and learping. Ie be-
come a Baptiat simply by the study of
the Greek Testament, and avowed his
convictions before he was fully aware
of the existence of a Baptist church in
any part of the world. He felt that he
was commissioned to labor as an evan-
gelist among his own countrymen, and
sought aid trom the American Baptist
Doard of Foreign Missions (now known
as the American Baptist Missionary
Union. Iis request was granted, and
he entered upon his work at Paris. He
had, however, scarcely more than com-
menced, when he was smitten down by
the hand of death. He fell a victim of
cholera, in the year 1833. DBut the
mission was soon resumed. In 1834
Mr. and Mrs. Willmarth, missionaries
from America, arrived in Fraoce, and
were stationed at Paris. And in 1835
Revs. D. N. Sheldon and Erastus Will-
"ard, with their wives, were sent out as
missionaries‘to F'rance, and arrived at
Paris, the scene of their auticipated
labprs, the same year. The staff of
woxk(.-rs connected with the missions
wadincreased from time to time by the
addition of native preachers and colpor-
teurs. A small Baptist church was
organized in Paris on the 10th of May,
1835. DBut the work of the mission
was not confined to the capital. It ex-
tended over mavy of the rural districts,
villages, and in the'northern part of the
country, where a number of small
churches were formed.
Many discouraging circumstances at-
tended the efforts of the missionaries.
The government was unfaverable to
them, and placed obstacles in their way.
Much of the time they were not pére
mitted to hold meetings consisting of
more than tweuty persons. Colporteurs
were not allowed to distribute religious
literature witkout license. Romigh
priests endeavoured to injure them,
and lessen their influence with the
people. ¢ Much success, under such
circumstances, could hardly be expect-
ed ; nor was it realized. Some advan-
ces were made ; but they seem to have
been of comparatively small extent, in
view of the labor and means expended.
The connection of Mr. Willmarth with
the mission ceased about the year 1837;
and that of Mr. Sheldon, in 1839. Mr.
and Mrs. ' Willard continued on the
field. Dr. Devan and wife were sent
out about 1848. They were for some
time stationed at Lyous, and closed
their connection with the mission in
1854. In 1858 the work was carried
on by native laborers alone, Mr. and
Mrs. Willard having previously with-
drawn.
Though the French Mission has
never been very prosperous, it is
nevertheless far from being an entire
failure. Notwithstanding all discour-
agements, the work does not appear
even 20" have been given up. In the
abséhice of American missionaries, na-
tive labore® have received support
from the Union, and are still carrying
on missionary operations. The last
Annual Report of the Union, published
July, 1871, announced soven churches,
with 460 members, as then embraced
by the mission,
The Franco- Prussian war interrupted
the work of the mission in some parts
of France, although in a few localities
it was continued. Most of the male
members of the churches were called
into the field. The terrible disasters of
the war absorbed the attention of those

bave been couverted to Christ. An

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Wbdnesday,
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except in the way of evangelical effort

hindrances which impeded the progress | for the welfare of the soldiers. Accord-

ing to the last accounts received from
that field, the missionaries seem to be
laboring there with encouraging pros-
pects, as cheering revivals were report-
ed from some parts of the country.
Next in the order of time comes the
mission to

GERMANY,

history, have been remarkably success-

identified from its small commencemen

power and extent the number of labor

counts are given of ba
“Aered at night, doubtless to escape th
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which was establish in the year 1835,
Its operations, throughout nearly all its

in Hlamburg has spread over a large
ortion of Germamy, and extended into | that time.
enmark, Sweden, Switzerland, and ! ,
Russia. As the mission advanced in | encouraging results which have attend- that the work of the mission will prove

ers increased. These all seem to have | 1854, the number of church members ; y
been natives of the country. They | wag 124, Two years later it had in- Rome is now a scene of enterprising

met with much opposition from the | sreased to 932.
state governments, and were frequently | the intervenin cars, the Rig:
subjected to persecution, Several ac- membership ofg thfa Swedish Baptist Immanuel, in the full of 1870, several

adminis- | ghurches is reported as 8686, making a evangelical denominations, including
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with their wives, were sent out to that | bearing upon the extension of raligious
country in 1836, and took up their | liberty. They indicated the dawn of a
residence at Patras in Achaia. The | better day for those places, which have
work there was attended with mauny | so long sat in darkness subject to the
difficultics, and, probably from want of | intolerant policy of Romanism. Scarce-
success, was given up in 1855, The |ly had those doors been thrown open to
[Tnion, however, resumed their work in | evangelical. effort when men were
Gireece last year (1871), and appointed | found ready to enter, and work for the
Rev: D. Z. Sakellarius as their mis- | Master, and gratifying reports are re-
sionary in that field. ceived from time to time of the success
The mission to of their labors,

SWEDEN Rev. Wm. J. Koapp may be re-

is next to be considered. Growing out garded as the founder of the Mission

ful, far outstripping in their results the | of the work performed in Germany, the to Spain. He accepted an appoint-
work previously commenced in France. | eyangelical efforts put forth in Sweden ment from the A. B. M. U".m"' S?p'
A Baptist church was orgarized in the seemhfnr a time to have been regarded tcmbo_r. 20, 1870, his station bcu]g
city of Hamburg in the year 1834, | g4 connected with the German Mission, Madrid. Mr. Koapp had been in
consisting of seven members. These | But at length Sweden became & separ- Spain during the previous three years,
were baptized by an American minis- | gte field.
ter (Professor Sears), who happened to , , e
be stopping there for a time. 1n the organized in 1848, at a place called time. A Baptist church was constitu-
following year the church had increased ;
to thirteen members, and Rav. J. G. ing year fifty-two persons were baptized ?hnt t.imo a church has been organized
Oncken, a native of Germany, received by a Mr. Nillson. In May, 1854, two in Alicante, a town ‘along the south-
‘and accepted an appointment from the | Swedes, one a Mr. Heydenburg, having eastern coast of S{nm. and was placed
American Baptist Board of Foreign | formed scriptural views of baptism, under the pastoral .

l\n.“SiOHS, to labor at l']&mburg a8 their visited llglnl)urg to receive the ordi- M. Cﬂ”“}&, a native S.Pamm'd- He
missionary. Mr. Oncken seems to have | papce.. They were sent by hundreds had been an evangelist with Mr.
been eminently fitted for his important | of their brethren, who had forsaken the l}uapp. more than a year. Rev. Mar-
work. He has continued until the | yational church, and had ‘been anxious- | tin Ruig, another Spanish preacher,
present time to hold a leading position | |y waiting several yearato be baptized. has been ordained pastor of the church
in conuection with the mission ; and its | [ compliance with the petition of these | '" Madrid. Mr, Kuapp seems to be
great success is, under God, largely due | rethren. . Ak
to his untiring energy and zéil. The | Jained, that he might administer the | ™®? for the ministry among the na-
mission work with which he has been | ordinance to them. In the same year | VS of the country, rather than look

It appears that, the first and had been holding religious ser-
Baptist church in that country was vices in Madrid for some length of

Weddige. During that and the follow- ted in that city, Aug. 10, 1870. Since

care of Rev., Jean

Mr. Heydenburg was or- making it a speciality to seek out young
. o

t | seven churches were constituted, and to America for them. Kncourage-

id 38 8i ment has been felt with regard to:
S N e several other points besides Madrid

‘A fow statistios will indicate the |and Alicante, and it seems probable

- | ed the work in Sweden. In December, highly successf\.xl.. .
As already intimated, the city of

And, ' missionary labor. Shortly after it
: passmgre:::: had passed into the hands of Victor

e | total increase of 7754 since December, | OUT OWDy commenced missionary oper-

vt - e e
_— e St

pae g
RS

" T = ”
e A A A
S -

vigilance ot the authorities. Preachers
were summoned before the police magis-
trate to be examined concerning thedoc-
trines they taught, and were sometimes
imprisoned for persisting in their labors

534 each year. During the last mis-
sionary year 831 were baptized, the
net increase being 617 ; and 11 new

1856, on an average increase of about

ations there. Not mamy months later
a Baptist church wag organized, to
whose membership more than forty
persons have been admitted. A

churches were organvized, There are school has been opened for native

contrary to law. The pastor of the | ow inconuection with the mission 216 preachers ; and an immense number
church in Copenhagen five times suf-| olurehes, 112 pastors, and 36 chapels. of copies of the Scriptures have been

of -those in power could not stay the
progress of the work. The truth tri-
umphed gloriously. About two years
after the establishment of the mission
at Hamburg, churches were formed at
Berlin and Oldenburg. And in the
year 1858, their number had increased
to sixty-three, with a membership of
7,120, not reckoning the work done in
Sweden. And the number of believers
connected with<the German mission,
though embraged in one small church
in Hamburg in 1835, had increased to
18,218 in December, 1869, Thus * the
little one had become a thousand.” A
Prussian -~ Baptist = Association was
formed in the year 1856. An import-
ant event connected with the progress
of religious liberty in Germany occur-
red in 1858, as will be seen from the
quotation below. In a periodical for
that year Mr, Oncken writes as follows :
“We stop the press to announce to
our readers, far and near, the joyful
intelligence that the church in Ham.
burg has reccived at last the long
promised ackuowledgmen? by the
Senate. The certificate is already in
our hands. Our generous magistrates
have, in fact, given us more than we
asked. Our Venerable Senate has the
honor of being the first government in
Germany to acknowledge the Baptists,
and to put them on an equality with
other confessions.” It may be added
that at quite a recent date, a govern-
ment officer in Germany informed one
of the missionaries that, although he
was once bitterly opposed to the Bap-
tists, he now regarded them as the most
reliable portion of the population. Thus
while converts have been increasing so
rapidly in numbers, they have been
growing in favor with the autherities,
and coming into the enjoyment of
greater Xﬁvilegu.
Our American brethren also sustain-

ed’a mission in
‘ GREECE

for a number of years. Two mission-

at home ; so that litfle could be done,

PP

the missionaries, Rev, Messrs, Broady,

the fact that the mission

mission. It is conducted by three of

Drake, and Nystrom. The work per-,
formed there consists chiefly of instruc-
tion given to candidates for the minis-
try. The institution scems to ocoupy
about the rank of an academy, with
theological subjects introduced, having
a three years' course. Several of the
students have gone out from the Semi-
pary, and have entered upon regular
work, From these cheering accounts
are received from time to time.
During the past year the work of
the mission has made counsiderable
progress in
FINLAND AND NORWAY,

In Finland especially it bhas received
an unusual impetus, and more laborers
are called for. A new law, which is
likely to produce important changes,
has been passed in that eountry, grant-
ing religious freedom to dissenters.

In connection with the Swedish
Mission, as well as in the other fields,
there has been considerable opposition
from the State church; but it has
failed to arrest the advancement of the
truth, The work has gone on-with
resistless power, and ever extending
influence ; while its present aspect is
cheering and full of promise for the
future.

ITALY AND SPAIN.

But the wmore recent missionary
movements in the south ot Europe
possess if possible even greater inter-
est and sigoificance than those which
have just been noticed. The opening
of Spain to evangelical labor by the
Revolution of 1868, and the capture of
Rome by the Italian forces in 1870
admitting the Gospel again to the Cit}
of the Seven Hills, were events of very

aries, Revs. Messrs. Pasco and Love,

e

fered in this way. But the resistance | The broad extent of the work is indi- distributed. There are now four Bap-

cated by
embraces no less than ten Associations.
Au institution of learning, called the
Bethel Seminary, has been established
at Stockholm under the auspices of the

tist churches in Ttaly, with an aggre-
gate memberships of two hundred and
seven, o AR O ik

Thus the truth is again at work,
and achieving triumphs in those lands
where for so many centuries it had
been suppressed, or weakened by ad-
mixture with error, And in these
f‘h‘cumstanccs there may be recognized
ropeful indieations that Kurope, with
all other portions of the earth, will in
time become thoroughly permeated
with the Christian religion, and enjoy
its healthful influence. y

-

IT HAS BEEN DONE.

An iatelligent Pedo-baptist said to
me, the other day if any particu-
lar mode of baptism had beed inten-
ded, would not a word have been
selected which would expressly de-
clare it ? Now that is exactly what
has been done. The Greek word
baptizo signifies (0 immerse, and not
also to sl.oriukle or poup. The best
scholarship of all ages, of every
country, and of every Christian deno-
mination is agreed upon this point.

Well did Dr. Judsonslament that
our English version had not translated
instend of transferring the original
word which designates the ordinauvce.

— . -

WIHAT CAME OF A CHURCH
QUARREL.

An illu-tration of the amount of
principle involved in many church
squabbles is furnished by an incident
whioh was recently related in our hear-
ing. A controversy arose in a certain
church about using an organ in the
Sabbath-school. Kleven of the mem-
bers stoutly opposed the organ. They
were outvoted, however, and the organ
introduced, Thereupon our eleven
withdrew and joined another ohuroh
that has three organs.— Mehtodist Pro-

great important with respect to their

testant,




