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THE SCULPTOR.

I saw a toulptor all intent
Upon his marble white,

And all his energies were hont
To mould it, day and night,

With mallet hard, and too!s of strength,
And many strokes severe,

The block was made to feel at lmglh.
That skilltal hands wers near.

And T beheld a child look on,
And gaze with wondering eye;

She saw the splinters, one by one,
In all directions fly ;

The doubts that filled that simple mind
Were hurd to understund,

Like curfous things that ebildren find

- Upon the ocean's strand,

-

The marble chips, at every stroke,
Were seattered one by one,
When childish doul't broke out and spoke,
“ Father, why waste the stone "
Tt 1st™ he sald, in accents mild,
** By strokes and heavy blows
That as the marble wastes, my child,
The more the statue grows.”

Are wo not all, ¥t children small,
In duubt and want ot sight ?J

And like the little chilid we oall
In darkness for the light,

How many curious questi ns still
Are asked by children here,

An we behold a Futher's skill
Excite our childish fear.

We see our dear ones pass away,
Whom we have loved so long ;
Our little one who could not siay,
Whose lite was rieh in song
Weo see our loved. possessicns fly,
And leave us with such haste;

Then ask in onr stmplicity,
*“Ob, why is all this waste "

Aund then, amid our trembling fears,
A Father's voice Iy heard,
Who wipes away our ful ing tears,
By His most gentlo wor ;=
“It 18" he suys, In nocents mild,
“ By strokes and heavy blows,
That us the marble wastes, my child,
The more the statue grows,”
. . ——————
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THE CIHIRISTLY WEDDING,

“ Marriage is honorable in all.' It
i & heaven-derived honor, redeiving its
sanctions from Him who said : “ It is
not good that mun should-be alone.” It
requires a proper union of man and
woman, to complete the true comple-
ment of “ one flesh.”” And therein is
sotualized a deep and porvading unity,
whose comprehensive relations sweetl
symbolige, to earthly minds, the sub-
limor relationship existing between
Christ and his Church.

The divine maxim which early de.
clared, that it is not good for man to
be * alone,” receive a profounder em.
ohasis, by far, when spplied to the

Tan Christ Jesus. Though surrounded
clurin& eternity's early ages, by multi-
tudes of angelio ministrants, whose
holy and intelligent converse, and un-
speakable music, must have richly con.
tributed to that pleasurable companion-
ship, which delights the heart of God,
and which tends, evermore, to repul
the shadows of unwelcome loneliness ;
yet, there was a peculiar wantage, in
the vasty deep of Christ's unfathomable
nature, whose yearnings could not be
satisfled, till it had reached its courtin
hand to earth's guest-chamber, an
laid it tendorly upon the affections of
human breasts, and made them sweetly
yield to everlasting espousals. W
really believe that the divine nature
actually graved the companionship of
such a ** fit consort,” as could be se.
oured, thfough the perillous and pre.
Glous ** courtship,” n has s0 marvel.
lously accomplished.

And yet, this uutlmonts‘ou not,
necessarily, argue against grand
completencss of Christ's nature, as a
Divine Being. It can prove mo de-
flcieney—suggest no weakness.

It detracts nothing from God's
foctness, when we say, that he h
N0t realized to himself that com.
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pletenoas of satisfuction, which the
great outflow of his infinite love de-
manded, till it absorbed human hearts
into the embrace of sublimest com-
panionship with himself,

Does it prove imperfectness of true
manhood, beoause that manhood yearns
for the companionship of an affectionate
and faitkful wife ? Not at all, Tt is
but the out-acting of that soul of life
and love, which makes itself fruitful,—
thrice fruitful, in implanting its seeds of
sffeetion in natures singularly different
frem its own, whereby there 18 returned
rounded harvests of loving kindness,
and tonder care, and hallowed minis.
tries—a happy complement and coun.
terpart, of that which had been gifen.

Yo Christ, manifesting the legitimate
out-reaehings of his infinite love, offered
his dear hand to mortal manhood, that
he might graciously wed it to himself
forever, 1le has wanted to oundear
unto himself a ** bride," who shall long
love him in return, and enter, also,
into his symputhios and sacred sorvices,
But, how full of embarassment has his
wooings been! How great has been
his ditfieulty in perfecting loyal engage-
ments !  And yet ho has grandly per.
severed.

Though the task has been super.
human, yet the heavenly Lover has
A preaami his suit,” amid indescribable
obstacles, aud, at last, has so far com-
pleted the holy espousals, that he
fondly expects to come and take the
affianced one, to his glorious mansion,
when he chall have made quite ready.
As it now stands, however, the great
** wedding” hasn't .occurred. Christ
has not formally declared the church,
his Bride, Detween them, there is
nothing more than a contract of mar-
viage, The espousals haven't been
actually fulfilled, This is evident, il
we carefully consider the parable of
*“the ten virgins,” There, the church
I8 represente b‘y the five wise virgins,
But, they are oalled virgins—unmarried
people ; and are not regarded as the
wife, of course, till the marringe has
taken place,  The enposed one, is,
however, a wife, truly, in the sight of
God, before formal murringe, in an im-
portant sonse,  Still, a formal, aud
public recognition of the contraet, is
highly necessary, And so, we see il.
lustrated in the parable, the principle
and fuct, that, though Christ have en.
gaged to himself a ** wife,” yet, that
ceremony which gives comploteness to
the contract, and legitimacy to the
espousal, has not been ** performed,”
and will not be, till He comes, at last,
to take his dear one to himself.
When it shall be aunounced, with
trumpet voioe, * Bohold the RBride.
groom  cometh,” then *the, virgin
daughter of Zion," will go forth to meet
Hiwm, whom shie hath taken to be her
Husband,  When  Christ comes to
earth, riding in his ohariot of Naming
cloud and five, having notified his be.
trothed virgin of his coming, by bis
loud.voioed trumpet, ere taking her
hand, he will soon escort her to her
Fathor's house on high, Then will it
bo said : ** Let us be glad and rejoice,
and give honor to himy for the mar-
riage of the Lamb is come, and his wife
bath made hersolf ready.”” What o
wodding that will be! Tt will be a

| hi?h duy for God's people then, They
wi

Il have the best of reasons for being
glad and rejoicing.  And why should-
n's they all honor Him? It has cost
Christ * everytuing to obtain such a
bride : he has given himself for her.
What an argument ! -

Aund though the chureh haven't been
publiely recoguised, through the for.
wality of & wedding oeremonial, as the
wifo of Christ; yet, the relationshi
is just as vital, and demands firm fideli.
t{ on her part. - Christ is true to her,
He will never leave~~never forsake
her, at any time, Ohristinn, you are
under & very great obligation to re.
momber your ** contract” with Ohrist.
Prove true to him,

Don't tura after apy other lover.
Na right have you, to * coquett” with
eper love
for that Saviour, who has done so much
to engage your heart and hand to him.

Sanctify to him your whole soul.
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Never be ashamed of him, for it is
a very * honourable” marriage. Don't
think of forsaking him ; but keep your
lamp of holy engagement, brim full of
the oil of grace—the fluid of pervad.
ing, persevering love. And remember,
dear reader, if you carry only a lamp
of ** profession” in this world, you will
be Jeft in utter darkness, when the
Bridegroom departs with his true bride.
The light which you may have, in
your intelloctual lamp, will never shine
bright. enough, to enable you to see
heaven. Youmust have the full.orbed
light of regeneration here, if you would
be ready to go with Jesus, when he
comes after his espoused church. Itis
impossible for those who spurn Christ's
courtship here, to- get admittance into
the festal hall, and marriage supper of
the Lamb, in heaven. But, to all such
a8 rightly recoive his ** attention” on
earth, they shall be ** arrayed in fine
linen, clean and white: for the fine
linen, is the righteousness of the
saintg "

Lot none of us he * disappointed,”
in that great day—that notable day of
the Lord. Co Ho Wernerne,

Broadalbin, N, Y. ‘
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HODGE ON BAPTISM,

No American theologian has meriteil
the thauks of his readers more fully
than Dr. Hodge, of Priuceton. Hée
not only states his own views, but the
chief views held, on the wide range of
subjects of which he treats.  This gives
us not only dootrines, but their origin
and history, His three volumes cover
2,290 pages. It is not difilcult to
agree with Dr. I, in most of his posi-
tions, but there are a fow instances in
which he tries to defend tradition rather
than interprot*Soripture, and' in such a
case, as may well be imagined, he
mukes great havoe of logio and com-
mon sense*

A notable instance may be found in
Vol ili, p. 548, where he is troating of
lnfunt baptism.  On p. 546, he opens
the subjeet (infant baptism) thus
“The dificulty on this subject is, that
baptism, frome ity very niture, involves
A profession of faith.”  Very sensible.
Hear him again : ** In order to Justify
the baptism of infants, we must attain
and authenticate such an idea of the
church as that it shall include the
childven of believing parents” A
very importaut . idea to authentioate,
Aud as the Dr. is ready to * autheutis
cute "' it, we will hear him proceed,
To acoomplish this marvellous teat, he'l
lays down eight propositions, spaced off
like propositions in geometry, us
though they were to be demonstratod
with mathewatioal exactness,  These
eight propositions huve reference to
the chureh (not Baptist churohes, how-
ever), and the first is:* Phe visible
church s a divine institution,” “The
sooond great proposition roads thus :
“ The visible ehureh does not consist
cwclusively of the vegenerate,” To
rove this, he gives us five statements,
‘he first two wre s truly believed b
Baptists as by Dr. Hodge: * "The
Church does not consist exolusively of
the regenerate,” says the author, * 1,
Beoause the attainment of suoh a re-
sult s . . Jin an impossibility,” w2,
The conditions which, under both dis-
pensations, He has prescribed for ad-
mission into’'this vhgblo soolety of his
professed worshippers, are such as
men, not truly regenerated, may pos-
sons.”  We excuse the Dr. for this
slight mixture of ** both dispensations,”
and allow him to proceed with * §,
Our Lord expressly forbids the attempt
being made.” (Attempt to keep out
the unregenerate.) * He compares his
exteroal klofom. or visible ohuroh,
to @ fleld in whioh tares and wheat grow
together. He oharges his disoiples
not to undertake to separate thom, be-
causo they could wot in-all oases, dis-
(inguish the one from the other, Both
ware to be allowed to grow togother
until the barvest.” We take it for
grented that this is the strongest
toxt that the Dr, could hd? and it ie
the one adduced under bis second
pro on. Now, this is certaluly re-

churoh oconsisting exclusively of the

fus build & houre,” * What will you

warkablo theology. It must be borune
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in mind, that infant church member-
ship is the ** idea” the Dy, is after, and
he finds it (infants) in the tares. That
I8 to say, the young tares (infants)
must not be cast, out of the Church,
**our Lord expressly forbids it!"  But
who sowed the tares the Lord tells
about, but who sowed those little tares
in the Church ? We suspeot that the
same hand sowed both crops. Let
us compare the Lord Jesus and D,
Hodge as interproters of Soripture :
** Ueo that soweth the good seed is the
Son of Man, The field is the world
(kosmos), The good seed are the
children of the kingdom ; but the tares
are the children of the wiocked one.
The enemy that sowed them is the
devil” Matt, xiii: 87.39: * The field
i8 the church, The good sced are the
children of the kingdow ; but the tares
are the children of believing parents.
Tho enemy (!) that sowed them is the"
~-we beg your pardon—* she Jriends
that nuwmiy them are the parents and
ministors—the churcA,"— De, Hodye,

But again : ** 4. Christ, to whom all
hoarts are known, admitted Judas to
the number of his wmost favored dis-
oiples, and oven made him nu apostle,”
Therefore, we would naturally infer,
we are to receive dudases, knowing
they are such. Bat the Dr, is plead.
ing for infants, and heunce the little
Judases must be admitted. Dt upon
this ground, why exolude the children
of Judas any more than the ohildren of
Poter? The Dr. would have us re.
oeive Judas, and Peter's children, but
the poor, fatherless children of the sui-
cide Judas wust be oast out. Are
they not tares too ?

Here is the last link in the great
Dootor's chain: A5, All attempts to

make a Church /consisting exelusively
of the regenerate-imve failed. So far
a8 known no such Churdh has ever ex-

iated on the face of the earth, This of
itself is no proof that its existende did
not enter into the purpose of God."”
And what a blessed thing it dida't for
nOw we oan receive as wany little sin.
ners a8 wo please, Theso little taros,
what a blessing to them to grow nmong
wheat, for that will help them to be-
come wheat! Poor botany, and worse
theology, Now, in order to carry out
God s purpose, as Dr. Hodge presents
it, we must not * ltempt to mnke a

regonerpte, for in so doing, we may
be found to fight ugainst God.” This
is sufficignt,  To what extent will not
A man go to rescue a waning teadition !
What a pity it is thét Dr, Hodge is
not a Bapiist, It would have saved
bign at least fifty pages on one topio
in his third volume, As & Baptist, he
oowlh have stated the whole matter
in half a domen pages, made it as olear
as sunlight, with plenty of Soripture to
sustain ‘;im. As itis heo wanders in
the mista and labyrinths of teadition,
proves nuthing, and holds fast to that
which be received from Rome.— Nu-
tonal Baptist,
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A ATRIKING CONVERSION,

I had the privilege of dedicating »
beautiful comntry ohurch in my State,
in & veighborhood surrounded almon:
outirely with infidels, The preacher
direoted my attention to a tall, manly,
vigorous mau in the congregation, ani
uﬁl he would give we his history when
the service was over. Ile was, il
sooms, & violent, passionate, olose. fisted
man. Not a solitary furthing ocould

anybody get out of Lim for the salva-
tion of souls or for the elevation o
humanity.  Ho went to the altar «
fow months ago, said the minister, an: |
avé his heart to-Jesus. The infidel |
n the community said, ** Wait & litth |
while~—~touch his poocket, and you wiil |
60 where his religion iv." ¢ Present
ly," eontinued my friend, * I camo t. |
him with my subseription paper, and
spoke of the difficulties and ewbar.
rassmeonts under which we labored iv
the nl,hborhood or the want of

| keepin

churoh.” *“ Well,"” said the man, * le

ive P inquired the preacher. * Fify l
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the minister passed through the com-
munity with the subscription paper,
at the head of which was this'amount,
written in the gentleman's own hand
writing, which surprised everybody,
A fow days afterward the most trying
oiroumstance of his life ocourred. His
dear wife trembled for him. * O my
husband !" she exolaimed, * don't go.”

[lis roply was “T must go; my duty:.

calls me there; T am perfectly cool and
oollected, I shall become excited, but
[ will not say a word or do a thing out
of the way.” He passed through the
fiery ordeal without the least taint of
anger upon him. The community
then said. ** surely there is something
in this ; you have reached his pocket,
you have conquered his anger, and

‘you have subdugd the man. There is

power in this gospel of Christ,” A
few weeks after wy visit there, [
received the sad intelligence that
that gentleman had been buried.
He had gone out into the forest,
and, unfortunately, a tree foll upon
him and crushed him to the earth, and
yet did not entirely destroy him,
Phey carried him to the house, and
seut for a physician and the wmivis-
ter.  He oslmly asked for the Bible,
and road i a olear voice a ohapter
in Johu's gospel. After shutting the
Bible, he closed his bands upon his
breast, ** and such a prayer,” said my
ministerial brother, * [ never heard
from mortal lips, for his wife, his chil.
dren, for his pastor, for the church,
and for his infide! friends.” To a mo-
ment or two after saying Amen, he
olosed his eyos, and sweetly foll asloep
in Jesus. The infidels said, ** There
is something in religion,” A fow
woeks sinco I met with the good
pastor again, I inquired what about
his infidel neighbors, and he replied,
“ All of them but one are happily
couverted to God." —Bishop Rowman,
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VALUE OF THE RELIGIOUS
IPRESS,

P —

The Christian Observer, writing of
the value of the religious press to the

INANSON, BRaYS !

Next to the pulpit, it is the most pos
tent instrum-nt of good to the church
and - to  dooiety, 'f‘hruugh the well
stored columns of a judiciously con-
duoted religious paper the fawmily re-
oeive wmore solid information on a vast
varioty of subjeots than from any
other source. When the mewbers of
& family will not, perhaps, read a good
book ounce in a quarter of a yoar, each
of thom will pick up the unowspaper
and  devour its  contents readily.
Henoe the Lead of a family who, from
& mistaken unotion of economy, refuses
to subseribe for w good religious pa-
per, is * penny wise and pound fool.
Ish,” because he not ounly keeps his
family ignorant of many things they
ought to know, and which cannot be
nequired’ from any other source, but
ho also exoludes himself from infor-
mation, oftentimes contained in a sin-
rle number, which might be worth to
im inflnitely more than the subserip-
tion price for the whole year, A
ohuroh, the majority of whose mem-
bers do not tuken religious paper, is
far behind the exigencies of trm times
in Christian benevolence and enter-
prise, to say nothing of practical piety.

Aud & church not regularly supplied
with the weekly ministrations of the
word could perhaps do no better work
than to get together and raise a suf-
ficlent amount to supply each family
with a well ounduotmr religious paper,

This would bo a weekly medium of

communivating to them instruction,
and be the moans of reviving thelr
drooping graces, or of stimulatin

them to make efforts to have the wor

statedly preached to them, as well as
them informed in regard to
the erying wants of the churoh.

A well conducted religious paper
is worth a hundred fold wore than
what it costs, It is the cheapest, easi.
o8t and most interesting means of con-
veying lnstruction to the ehureh and to
socloty, and deserves the liberal sup-
port aud hearty co-operation of every

ollars,” was the prompt reply, and , Christian,
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