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HALIFAX. N. S.. JUNE 4, 1873, 
Co — 

TEE E TEACHER. 

BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1873. 

INTERNATIONAL SERIES, 
Sunpay, June 8th. 

Joseph and Pharaoh. Gen. xlvii. 1.10. 

GoroeN Texr.—* The hoary head is a 
crown ul glory, if 1t be found in the way 
of righteousness.” Prov. 16: 31. 

Coumir 70 MEMORY. — Verses 7-10, 

Notes. — Verse 1.— Joseph did not neg- 

lect the respect due to the king, Ue did" 

as he promised, xlvi. 31. 

Verse 2.— Five men. Jewish tradition 

says, Zebulun, Dan, Naptbali, Gad, and 

Asher. Acts 7: 13. Joseph may have 

done this to enable Pharaoh the better 

to remember his brethren, and that they 

might have a better opportunity of eon. 

versing with him, 

Verse 3.— Shepherds, Rather feeders 

and owners of eattle of all descriptions. 

This was as Joseph bad directed, chap. 

46: 34. 
Verse 4,—To sojourn. That is, for a 

temporary residence only. ‘They knew ol 
God's promise to Jacob, chap, 46: 0, and 

expected to return to Capnan. In this 

they were disappointed ; the promise was 
fultilied to their descendants hy the deliver- 

ance of Isruel a8 a nation trom Egypt, 

No pasture. This shows how revere the 

rr. sr Gp © hrm) ~ ~ —— 

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
Verse 7.— The saint and the king. To 

the world the king is the embodiment of 

earthly power, who lids thousands and 

they obey hiw ; of glory, whom all Egypt 

crowns. In truth the saint is the greater 

potemate, for he has subdued his own 

nature, more glorious because for him God 

his Father has a crown laid up in store. 

So the saint blesses the king, not the king 

the saint. Prov. 16: 32; 2 Tim. 4: 8, 

Growth and glory Contrast with Israel 

blessing the king of Egypt, Jacob feeing 

from his brother's threatened unger ; lerael 

made to gtand befcre the king with Jacob 

the exile ; Isruel mude perfect through sa's 

fering with Jacob the supplanter. Though 

the pilgrimage has beco evil, the fruit is 

glorious ; tears were the sowing, but the 

¢ignity of a son of God is the result of 

God's schooling, Hebrews 12: 11, 
Verse 7. Thouyht for the young. The 

king honors himsclt by paying honor to 

old age; how much more should youth 

respect age. Lev. 19: 32; compure Ex, 

20: 12. 
Thought for the aged. ** The hoary 

head is a crown of glory, if it be found iv 

the way of righteousness.” Prov. 106: 13; 

compare Job 12: 12, 

Verse 9 — Lile in the beginning looks to 

the youth bright, full, lung. Life at its 

close, to the old man, is scen to he sorrows 

ful, empty, short, This lite is worse than 

nothing, save us it prepares for a lile to 

come. 
Verse 10. — 4 fruit of industry. In re. 

flecting upon the decper spiritual lesson of 

Israel's hile, let us rot forget the lesser, 

drought hud been, | 

Verse 6 — The best of the land. That | 

is, perhaps, the best lor their purpose, | 

that of sbepherde. Yet the modern dis. | 
trict answering to Goshen is reported ** to 

bear the highest valuation, and to yicld the 

largest revenue” of any in Fgypt. Rulers 
over my cattle. Because being, [rom their 

life, herdsmen, they would posse s greater 
experience than the E:yptians to w!om 
the calling was one of ignominy. See 
notes in precvding lesson, : 

‘erse 7 — Blessed Pharaoh. For form 
of oriental blessing at meeting, see Gen, 
43: 29 Ruth2: 4; 3: 10; 1 Sam 15: 

13; Pealwm 129 : 8; at parting, Gen. 24: 

60; 28: 1. Compare Luke 10: 5-24: 
30, The customary, salutation to a king 
was one ol reverence and recognition of his 

royalty, Dun. 2: 4, But the custom of 
an old mun blessing a king or governor is 

still observed in some regions of the Fast 
“1 wus Ircquently asked,” says the wis. | 

« sionnry Wolff, ** by Jewish and Moham. | 

medan princes to bless them, being cone | 

sidered as a Mullah [church cfficial] and | 
having a venerable beard.” 

Verse 8.—How old art thow? llis| 
venerable appearance impressed the king | 
and clicited this question, The age of man | 
was less iw Egypt than in Canaan, 

Virse  — Pilgrimage. lis whole life | 

had been a wandering one, without «| 

fixed abode. Few, na.cowpared with | 
those of his fathers. Abfabawm died at | 
176; lsano ut 180. Gen. 256: 7; 85: 2%. | 

And evil An exile from howe in his | 
youth ; deceived and wrongéd by his sons 
in his old age. 

Tuovenrs vor THE CLARS,— Verse 3.— 
Shepherds were an abswination in the eyes 
of the Egyptians, the lowest caste. Jacob | 
could give no glowing account of achieve. 
ments, nothing but ** few and evil have 
the days ul the years of my life been” Yet 
the civilization of Egypt bas long since 
crumbled to dust; and the truths which 

the descendants of the despised shepherds 
transmitted to the future ure still the 
world’s heritage, and the world’s life. God 
chooses his instruments, not for their 

greatness, but for his own will and for 
reasons uninterpreted. The founders of 
the theocracy were shepherds, Deut, 7: 7, 
8; the founders of the Christian church 

were fishermen, Luke 5: 1, 11; see also 

John 7: 48, Out of the weak he wakes 
strength to come, So our strength is no 

cause for glorying ; our weakness no cause 
for despair, 

Verse 4,— To sojourn. Canaan was 

their home : Egypt only their sojourning 
place. So we ‘have our land of promise. 
Even the fuirest of this earth is but a so. 
journing place. Heb. 14 : 11-10. As the 
Egyptians should have lived in Goshen, so 
should we live here, ever looking forward 
to a better country. 

Verse 6.—DBefore thee. For Joseph's 
sake Pharaoh gave to Jacob and his sone 
all they wished ; for their own sukes, he 
gave nothing. We are to approach the 
Great King in the name of our elder 
Brovier, hy whom we receive all grace. 
Jolm'I4 13, 14: Hebrews 7: 26. Com- 

yet important lessons that lic upon the 
service. ** Seest thou a wan diligent in 

lits business? he shall stand belore kings." 

The contrast between the cunning hunter 

and the plain wan, Gen. 2): 27, is one 
very common in our daily lite ; the contrast 

between brilliant but fitful encgry and 
suber, plain, prosaic, industry. 

QuEsTiONs.— Ve. 1 —W hat was Joseph's 
first daty alter riceiving his luther and 
brother ? 

Ve. 2 What did Joseph do besides 
what he bad promired? Why ? 

Ve. 4. Did Joseph's brethren wish to 
permanently abide in Exypt? What was 
now the condition of Cannan? What were 
the reasons for their wishing to remain in 
Goshen? 

Vs. 5,6. What answer from Pharaoh ? 
Did Joseph need uny such permission from 
the king? Why did he muke his answer 
to Juseph rather than to the five brothers ? 
What is mennt by * rulers over cattle? 

Ve. 7. When did Joseph introduce his 
father to Pharaoh? For what had the 

five brothers Leen introduced? Why 
should Pnaraoch wish to s¢e the old man ? 
What did dpcoh do on meeting the king? 
War this a toere greeting and act of polite. 
ness 7 

Vs. 8. What question did Pharaoh ask ? 
Can you give any reason why such a ques- 
tion was wsked ? 

Vs. 9. Why did Jacob call his life a 
pilgrimage? Is every man’s hie a pilgrim. 
wee? To what? How old was Jacob ? 
Would we enll such an age small? low 
old were his futher ard grandfather when 
they died? Why do men die younger 
now? Wherein tad Jacob's days been 
“evil? 

Ve. 10. What did Jacob do fur Pharaoh 
fo. parting? What reasons fur gratitude 
to the king hud he? Wus this blessing 
prophetic, like that received by Jueuh 
from Isaac ut the time of the deception? 

| How wy each of us huve a peaceful end 
to lis Life? Is it wise to neglect the great 
sulvation ? 

Scripture Cateehism, 120, 121, 

Sunpay. June 15th. — Prophetic Blessings, 
~—Gen. xlvui, 1-10; xlix 8-12, 
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HASTE TO THE RESCUE. 

Not long since, a man, while under the 
influence of Liquor, fell over the side of a 
wountain, and would have teen dashed to 
pieces, but was caughton a projecting rock, 
where he remained a whale night, The 
next day, seeing a wan, he ealled for help ; 
und said he “would give all he had, 0 be 
reroued An alarm being sounded, many 
hastened to deliver him, I'wo persons were 
let.duwn by a rope to where he was ; and 
then, lasteniog w rope around his body, he 
vas drawn up, and thus suved from death, 

This illustrates the condition and deliver. 
ance of the sinner. 

1. As to his dunger—there was only a 
step between him and death, 

2 The cocasion of the danger—his own 
sin, Il wen are not saved, sin lies at their 
own door, Our sins separate us from God, 
3. Hin earncet desire fur deliverance, 
“ All thins & wan bath will he give for his 
lite,” The winner truly aware of his 
danger is willing, with Paul, 0 **count all 
things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowhdge of Christ Jesus his Lord," 

4. Hedid not save hinwelt — he could not, 
Jesus same (0 uk, just where we were, took 
hold of us, Idd us up, pinced ue in safety, 
and established our goings. 

6. The voluntary and united efforts of 
the people to deliver this wan should be » 

pore Romane 1: 5, 

® 

lessun 10 thuse already saved, to labor fur 
| the salvation of uthers, 
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NANNIE'S WISH, 

BY MARY E BRADLEY, 

vo () dear!” said little Nannie Lee, 
“ How tired of lessonhooks | am! 

| know what | would like to be: 
1'd like to be the pretty lamb 

That Lucey took to school une day, 
To make the children laugh and play. 

“* That lamb had casey times indeed, 
And all the Jambs do, as for that; 

They never have to write and read, 
Or learn their notes with sharp and flat ; 

They can't wear out their frocks and shoes, 
Aud needn't mind their p's and q's ! 

** Out in the pleasant meadow lot 
hey nibble clover-heads all day, 

Or he down in a shady spot 
To sleep wheni“they are tired of play ; 

Nuhoay rays to them, * My dear! 
What dircy face and hands are here!” 

“ They never huve to comb their tails, 
As I'm obliged to comb my hair, 

Or bother with their finger nuils, 
Or hear the mother-sheep declare 

That such a slovenly, careless child 
Was quite enough to drive one wild ! 

* 1 really wish T was a sheep!" 
Suid erly little Nannie Lee, 

And all ®t once sheGropped asleep, 
And in her dream she seemed to be 

A Little lambkin snowy.white ; 
Now you can funcy her delight, 

She hopped and leaped a d frisked about— 
*“ Ah me! how very nice it seems !™ 

She longed to clap her hands and shout ; 
But lumbkins, even in one's dreams, 

Are lambkins still, and must be true 
To what their nature bids thew do. 

Our lamb could only jump and (risk, 
And blest ban-ban ' with all her might, 

And give her woolly til wn whisk 
To, testify her heart's delight. 

She nibbled clover white and red, 
And thought it sweeter tar thun bread, 

But hy-and<by, to her dismny, 
There came a drendiul butcher man; 

tle came, uh me! to strike and slay 
Ax only butcher people ean: 

The lnmbkins seampercd lett und right 
When they beheld him—well they might ! 

With fearful strides he marched along ; 
Poor Nangie trembled lor her Life, 

For in his hand so brown and strong 
He held aloft a shining knite, 

She tried to run—but could not stir— 
And Like a bawk he pounced on her! = 

Ah! then she gave a dreadful scream, 
Her mother flew to her in fear 

** Why, Nannie! have you had a dream ? 
What is the matter with you, dear ? 

Weke up!" und gave her such a shake 
That Naunie started, broad awake, 

She sat bolt upright in her chair, 
She stared nround in wild surprise, 

Aud pulled her tumbled yellow hair, 
And rubbed her sleepy, wondering eyes ; 

** 0 dear!” she cried, ** how glad | am, 
That I aw really not a lamb!” 

*“A lamb!" Her mother laughed outright 
At such a very queer excuse : 

“IT that’s the rewson of your fright, 
I think you are a little goose !™ 

** You wouldnt.” sobbed poor silly Nan, 
#* If you bad seen that butcher-wan ! 

w= Hearth and Home. 
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CHOOSING AN OCCUPATION 

FOR A YOUNG MAN. 

If a boy is constantly whittling sticks, 
fond parents say that he has ** marked 
constructive ability i or if he can whistle 
one or two notes of an’ air corrcetly, * he 
will be a great musician,” or if he can 
draw with reasonable accurnoy, ** that 
child is w born wrtist,” If these presumed 
or assumed evidences of genius are acted 
upon, and those in authority seize arbitrari- 
ly upon the young man and force him into 
a trade or art, on the ground ol their being 
better able to judge than he is for himself, 
the possibility, nay, the probability is that 

he will turn out a Harold Skimpole of 
whose cluss the world has far too many al 
ready. He sketches a little; tinkers a 
little with tools ; droms a little on a piano; 
and in time falls into line with the rank 
and file of the noble army of incompetents 
and revilers of fate. He may protest with 
nll his strength in his earlier years that he 
is not fisted for the vecupation vhosen for 
bim ; he way demand to be transferred into 
some uther calliog that his soul hungers 
after ; it is all in vain if some one in wu- 

thority be the same parent or guardian, 
says : ** Your profession has becn chosen 
for you, sod you must follow it; your 
elders have had more experience than you, 
and can tell better, by reason of it, what 

you need ;" and so the young wan is con. 
demoed for lite, Ie goes moping all Lis 
days and refuses to be comlorted, simply 
because his heart le not in what he is 
doing. He is out of ‘bis element ; he dis 
burbs the wachicery of she world ; bole! 

OA —— 

as bad as a broken wheel on a train ; every- 
thing with which he is connected goes halt. 
ing and bumping and jumping because of 
him. If be does not reach the highest 
place in his profession his elders, with as. 
tonishing inconsistency, ‘upbraid him and 
say that he has no ambition, no energy, no 

;desire to succeed ; when the simple fact is 

that he has no qualification to command 
SUCCES, 

** How can 1 know about a thing I dun- 
no nothing about 7” exclaimed an exas. 

** How can | have inspiration to preach, 
when | am always thinking about machin- 
ery ; or paint, when | am wlways wishing 
to preach, when divine truths fire my heart 

to go forth apd turn men from the error of 
their ways ?” A man out of his place says 
these - things at heart, if not in actual 

«| words, and his whole lile is embittered by 

the blindness of his clders who would not 
see, but claimed the right becuse they had 
the power, to Fqueese a huwan heart into 

the corner they thought it should fill, For 
it is crushing the heart out ol the man to 
make the buy travel in a circuit he is un. 
fitted for. All his energies and ambition 
reach forwird to one goal ; all his nature 

is bent upon that one thing, and because 
you cannot see as he sees, O parent or 

guardian ! because you are not him, and 

do not love it, you destroy his future 
power. - It is a scrious responsibility to 

assume : to direct the ealling in life a 

young man shall follow, an action to be 

taken only upen great deliberation. What. 
ever he undertakes he must stick to, In 
the early years of his life, when the world 
cxpeets bat little of him, he must study or 

work hard to be qualified for the later 
ones, when it exacts a great deal, He 

cannot be always young; he cannot have 
two youths ; he must give his young life, 

his bright hopes, his aspirations to the 

work in hand. What if hw heart is far 
from it, and he is longing with all his 
strength for that other calling which you 
have put out into the world when he is ol 
wge, ue some lorcign parents do, and select 
a wife for him, With equal consistency 

you might say : **I huve had more experi. 
ence in the world than you ; you can live 
happier with this wowan than one of your 

own choosing,’ yet this is an action you 

would shrink from cvmmitting. Is not a 

man's profession the same in degree as his 
wife 7 Dues he not live by it us with her? 
Are not all his hopes centered upon it, his 
happiness bound up in it? Is not the cons 
t'ntwent which sprivgs from a congenial 

connubial affiction? lv certainly is; for 
unless a man luve the work to which he 

applies himsell' his kibor is of no force, of 
little worth. He is half-hearted, simply 
because he lacks the inspiration which 
enthusiasm lends to every vceupytion, even 
the humblest, The shoemaker who likes 

to wake shoes n.akes better ones than the 

convict enforced to do so, dnd the same is 

true of every work under the sun, 

let every young wan chovse his own 
occupation in hfe In any event, Pet him 

choose it. If he has no particular bias or 
bent, let him find somethinz to do all the 

same. A parent or guardian may say : 
* My son, it appears to we that your walk 

in lite lies this way," and poiot out the 
advantages likely to acorue or that can be 
absolutely given him if he adopts the sug- 

| gestiun, but this is all that should be done, 

If he revolts, or olijects, und says, ** | can- 
not,” do not retort with ** you shall, or 
you are no son of mine.” You will live 

to repent it. You will wear sackeloth and 
ashes for it. Humble yourself wu little be- 
fore you overthrow him. A boy has a 
right to his choice, How ean you force 
him to learn a trade for which he has no 
aptness, except that he has been seen to 
make things that a child naturally amuses 
himself by. Yuu oanuot; you bave wo 
right, Consider the matter somewhat, 

If he is a tractable, affectionate and docile 

boy, 0 much the worse; you use his 

natural affection as a vehicle wo work your 
will with him, not seeing that in alter life 
he will become a listless, woody, incflicient 

laborer in the vineyard, because you have 
trained him to a stake, or vpread him on a 
wall, instead of allowing him to grow 
free and unfettered as he should. Con- 
sider this master in some other light than 
your own inclinations. He will doubtless 
live wany years ulter you are gone. How 
shall he best perpetuate your name and 
family ? By following his own natural 
inclinations, or by trying to furce his nature 
to run on a track 00 wide or too narrow 
gouge for him ? Think over is !— Scientific 
Amcrican, : 
BE 

A stern duty—the rudder's. 

perated-and badgered witness in the box. 

vOoupation In some respects the same ae | 
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Missionary Intelligence. 

(From the Missionary Magazine J ne 1873.) 

THE RELIGIONS OF JAPAN, 
Pa 

BY REV. J. CHAPLIN, D. D. 
1. 

SUN WORSHIP 
The worship of the sun is mot enjoined 

by the Sintoo religion, yet there are mem- 
bers of this sect who do practice it, Every 
morning, going out of their houses, they 
look toward the east, watching for the sun, 

and at his (or, as the Japanese would eay, 
her) appearance, they bow the head, clasp 
the hands, and, spitting three times upon 

the ground, offer a prayer to Amateras for, 
her blessing, _Amiteras Omi-Kamisignifies 

‘the great shining spirit in the heavens,” 
or the sun. Whether there is any connec 

tion between this practice and the 
Zoroastrian adoration of the sun, we eannot 
say, but the resemblance between Awmateras 

and Mithras, the Persian god of day, is 

certainly suggestive ‘ 

FOX WORSHIP. 
In Japan the fox is regarded, among the 

lower classes, as a sacred, or rather a super- 

natural animal, having great influence over 
the affairs of wen ; and the Japanese 

literature abounds in marvelous stories of 

his cunning and miraculous power. To 
accomplish his ends, which are sometimes 

very mischievous, he ean assume at pleasure 

the form of a wan, a woman, a priest, ete. 

lence it is considered very important to 
gain his good-will ; and in different parte 
of the country there are temples in which 
special offerings ure made to him, Inari, 

the tutelar dicty of the rice fields, is sup 
posed to hold a peculinr relation to foxes 

Near the beginning of the year, multitudes 
of the ignurant class of people frequent 

Sintoo temple, near Yodo, sacred to this 

divinity, to whom they make cffirings, and 
presents of money, in order to insure favour- 
able crops. But the foxes must also be 
propitiated ; they being understood to have 

held a conference in the neighborhood, the 
previous might, the prececdings of whieh, 
as grave or gay, are believed to affect the 

harvests and the affiirs of families. The 
offerings were, therefore, in part, to secure 

their friendship. Near Minko there is a 
much larger temple of like character, 
attached to which, in the adjoining grounds 
is a small temple or chapel where resides 

the spirit of a f x, who is regarded with 
peculiar awe, and who, or the more cunning 

priests through him, receives valuable pro- 
pitiatory gilts. : 

LUDDHIRM, 

Buddism was introduced into Japan from 
Corea and China, in the sixth century, and 
succeeded ere [ng in quite superseding the 
primitive Sintoo fuith. In its doctrine of 
a future life of rewards and punishments, 

it supplicd one great defect ol Sintooism, 
but it brought in a new set of gods, and 

with it idolatry It however inculeated 
several impor ant virtues, as benevolence, 
sell-deninl, ete, 
The Jupanese wind is somewhat of the 

English cast, more given to what is practi. 
cal than to what is theoretical or transcen~ 
dental. Humbert suys that Buddhism ie 
* a flexible, coneibating, insinuating faith, 

accommodating itself’ to the genius and the 
usages ol the wost diverse races." 

SECTS. 
There exist in Japan what profess to be 

the pure Sintoo and the pure Buddhist re- 
ligions, but the prevailing system is a mix- 
ture of the two, Buddhism, however, having 

absorbed, rather than blended with, or die 

placed, Sintooism, Shingon, (true speech) 
is the name given to that class of Buddhists 
who unite the primitive and the imported 
religions. Its members worship both the 
Kami, or Sintoo gods, and the Uotake, or 
Buddhist divinities. 

This sect hus a superstition abous evil 
spirits, These are believed to come from 
the northeast, sign of the tiger, and there- 
forono house is built facing in that direction, 
neither do people sleep with their heads 
pointing that way, Oo a certain day in 
the year, the people undertake to drive away 
the evil epirits who may be prowling abous 
on misenief. To do this cannon are some- 
times fired in the direction of their head- 
quarters, tie northeast. Another method 

is as follows. Some person having put » 
roasted peach int) u small hox, which is a 
sign of good luck, comes into a room where 
the fawily are seated, waving the box 
to and fro towards the differcnt members, 
and then back towards the door. The 
spirite are thus expelled from the house, 
Sometimes plants with sharp pointed leaves 
are fastened to the ‘outside of the house, 
pear a door; it bring supposed that the 
spirits 10 seeking to get in would run their 
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