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GO ; LABOR ON.

» (o { labor on ! spend and be spent,

Thy jov 'o o the Father's will ;
It is t @ way the Master went, '
Should not the servant tread it atill ?

(o ; Iabor on ! ‘tis not for nought,

All earthly losa is heavenly gain !
Men heed thee not, men praise thee not;
! what are men ?

Goila gh, enough,
1f Jesn thee, if he deign

To notice; bhy willing mind, :
No toil Tor bim shall be in vaia.

Go ; Iabor on, while it is day,
The long dark night is hastening on ;
Speed, speed thy wurk, up from thy sloth;
It isnot thus that souls are won !

See thousands dying at your side,
Your brethren, kindred, friends at home;

See milliovs perishing afar,
Haste, brethren, to the rescue come !

Religions.

A LIVING GOD.

e a—

The Chri:tian worships and loves a
living God, a present help in time of
need, williug to hear prayer, prompt to

ive succor. ‘Such a God the human
heart craves, the human consciencve
confesses, and in him the perplexed
soul finds rest.

The atheist denies a divine being,
and finds in the universe no proof of a
Creator or an intelligent Governor.
His perocptions are blunted, and his
nature maimed, like the blind man,
from whom the beauty of the flower
and the gravdeur of the heavens are
hiddev. It is dreary to walk in dark-
ness, and to have no light,

The materialist and the positive
school of philosophy in our day have
no God beyond the forces of nature.
The universe is a cunning organism,
self-developed and self-poised, unfold.
ing by ivexorable law, No intelli.
gence presided at its birth, no purpose
guides it to an appointed encr. ife
has little value, it it is only the strug-
gle of blind forces tending to no goal.

Nor does Science with its dogma of
inexoruble law relieve a perplexed
inquirer. A universe of law is be.
ter than a uviverse of chance. Law
implies intelligenco and will. It is not
an accidental arrangement, nor a sim-
ple order of succession, It implies a
connection betwgen cause and effect,be-
tween plan avd execution, Law, if it
be not & word without meaning, de.
notes an established order, by which
an intelligent will secures certain re-
sults. There can be no law without a
lawgiver, no established order in the
universe without an intelligent Crea.
tor. Science, therefore, when it speaks
of law, ought always to imply the ex.
istence of a persoval God, of whose
will law is the expression.

But while science may admit the
creative power of God, it often denies
his providential government. It does

not adore bim as a living God, perva-

ding the universe he has made and con-
trolling its forces. It sees no need of
government, for the laws do their work
effectively. It denies the possibility of
providence, for the laws once estab.
lished can never be changed or sus.
pended. Prayer is useless, save for
its reflex power on the supplicant,
Sickness cavunot be healed, nor peril
averted, nor deliverance wrought from
any oalamity. God is separated from
his creatures by a vast domain of law,
which is an impassable gulf even for
divine sympathy and power,

Such a 80«! is not the God of the
Bible whom the Christian adores. His
(God is omnuipotent to save, a present
help in every hour of need, His pres.
ence pervades the universe. His power
underlies all foroes. His will gives
en to all law. He hears his Eoo
ple when they cry, and he knows how
to help. The Christian. may find it
impossible to barmouise reason and
faith, or to explain the methods by
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which providence rules. But he rests
in & living God, for in the life of Jesus
of Nazareth, Lie recognizes God incar-
nate among men. In the miracles of
healing he discovers that established
law is no hindrance to divine ener-
gy: In his experience of answers
to prayer, many and varied, he knows
that God is present to guide, to com-
fort, to deliver. He can, without hesi.
tation, commit his way unto the Lord,
assured that he will bring it to pass.
In the minutést affairs of life he
can #fust to divine guidance, and in

, est perils cry for deliverance.
‘well that struggling and des-
men have a living God—that
erse is not greater than the
ory or law mightier than the law-
givet, It is well that men are not
shut up to science, but have the
Bible to shed light into realms where
soience cannot reach.— Christian Era
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CHRIST MY BROTHER.

How difficult to make real this per-
sonal kinship to Christ. We worship
him as God, we adore him as our Sav-
iour, we look forward to him as our
final Judge ; but to feel a personal af-
fection to him as a brother, and to
have a constant assurance of his fra.
ternal and personal affection for us, in
this how sadly we fail,

In Mark 3: 81.85 he teaches ex-
plicitly that one relation he bears to
his true disciples is that of a brother.
** Whosoever shall do the will of God,
the same is my brother,” + He is not
ashamed to call them brethren. That
this kinship is spiritual, and his per
sonal presence invisible, makes it none
the less real. Always he stands wait-
ing for this fraternal affection. Ilow
sweet the communion when we attain
to the full conception of bim as a pre-
sent, living, loving brother!

If we fail to comply with the condi-
tions of brotherhood, we of course fail
to realige its preciousness. If brothers
of Christ, we wust have the family
likeness, The same mind that was in
him, must in some weasure be in us,
If self-denial, zeal., benevolence, love
for enemies, forgiveness of injuries,
characterized his incarnate life, Lis
brethren cannot be without these
graces.

Nor less does the kinship demand a
taking care of each other's interests.
That he watches over ours, no Chris-
tian doubts ; and unless we are careful
of the interests of his kingdom, we act
most ubfraternally. Failing to give
thought and time and means to the
oause of Christ, failing to scek the sal-
vation of the souls whom he died to
redeem, we cannot hope to realize the
blesseduess of personal fellowship in
daily communion with him., To feel
that he is a living, personal, present
brother, 4 wust comply with the es-
sential conditions of brotherhood.—
Am. Messenger,
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FOR LAYMEN ONLY,

Th's -article is not intended for
clewymon ; it is for laymen only.

e have more than once, in these
columns, urged on our clerical readers
the importauce of pastoral visitation.
Save in a few exceptioval cases the
power of the minister is and must be
personal ; it will and must depend
on the acquaintance of the pastor with
his people, and their confidence in him.
He wust know their wants to be able
to minister to them. He must under-
stand the specific disorders in his coun-
gregation or he cannot prescribe.

But we protest against the common
injustice which expects of him a kind
of tarochial omuiscience and complains
of him because he does not possess it.

If the merchant gets into difficulty
and needs legal counsel, he does not
wait for the lawyer to find it out by
chance or by intuition ; he calls on his
lawyer for the aid be wants. [t any
mewmber of the house.hold is sick, the
father does not wait for the physi.

cian to learn it in a round of regular

and formal visits from house to house;

the patient sends for his physician

-
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when he wants him. But the ‘clergy-
man is expected to detect by #piritual

intuition the wants of his people, or to

go from house to house conducting

everywhere an inquisitorial examina.

tion, and by his cross-questionings as-

certaining where counsel, where com.

fort, where admonition is wanted. He

is expected to exercise the functions

of a spiritual board of health, If his

intvitions mislead him, if his formal

and regular visitations carry him where
be is not needed, and leave him in ig-

norarte of the wants of families where
he is-meeded,.he is subjected to a oross-
fire of oriticism from both quarters—
alike from the visited and the unvisited
of the flogk. : :

The ana betwen the clergyman
and the physician is not perfect. The
sick man generally knows when he
needs n physician, but the souls does
not always know when it needs Chris.
tian counsel. Part of the duty, a very
important part of the duty of the min-
ister is to disclose to the soul its own
nead. We do not, therefore, counsel
the clergyman to wait till he is called
on. But we do most emphatically
counsel the layman not to wait till he
is called on. We do most emphati-
cally proteat that the latter has no
right to shut himself up in a cell and
leave his minister to get at him the
best way he can.

Grumbling parishioner, we wish we
could buttonhole you for five minutes.
You complain that your minister has
not visited you for six months. When
have you visited him? You complain
that he rarely speaks to you. How
often do you speak to him ? You com.
plain that you do not know him. What
have you done to make his acquain.
tavce? You complain that he has
never had any personal religious con.
versation with you. Have yiu ever
offered bim a chance? You complain
that he does not touch ydur heart in
his preaching. Have you ever opened
your heart to him ?

It will be time enough for you to
complain of your minister for not visit.
ing when he does not come alter he is
called ; for not conversing when he
does not answer your request for
counsel or comfort; for not knowing
you when he rejects your advauces to-
ward a spiritual acquaintance and com-
munion ; for not reaching your heart
wants by his instructions when you
huve told him what they are.

Do you say that it is hard to take
the ivitiative and carry your treubles to
the minister, My dear grumbler, did
yow ever consider whether it could be
easy for kim to take the initiative and
cross-examine you for them ? If you
think it is easy, try yourself an after.
noon of pasto:al calling. ** Put your.
self in bis place,” and see how you find
it
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RELIGIOUS EXCITEMENT NOT
DANGEROUN,

It is said that during revivals of
religion men get under great excite.
ment, and do things which they would
not do when under the iufluence of
calm reason, That is true. You will
notice that nobody is afraid of excite.
mont in polities, though it runs so high
that it looks as if at the touch of a
spark there would be a universal con-
flagration. Nobody is afraid of over-
excitement in Wall street. It is ounly
when men begin to feel that they are
sinners before God and that they need
to be born again, and begin to have
such a sense of heaven that they can-
not bear to lose it; it is only when
gross matter begins to die out of sight
-and ethereal visions come before men,
that we hear these men croaking,
‘ Moderation ! Moderation! Let your
muderation be known toall men."
Moderation in combativeness ¥ ** Let
that fly ! Moderation in acquisitive.
ness ? * No, no; catch and get, oatch
and get.,” Moderation in vanity,
moderation in pride, moderition in
the ten thousand baser complinnces of
life? No, nobody is distressed about
moderation there, But when there
is nct moderation in sorrow  for sin,

when there is excitement becau'e

men are dead and lest they shall lose
their souls, then men begin to be
alarmed, they are so afraid that every-
body will suddenly become angelio and
tumble off the precipice into heaven !
Why, that is not the danger ; that is not
the direction in which you need to set up
marks. What if, on a road with an
abyss on one side and a oliff on the
other, men should put up all the bar-
riers on the coliff side and leave the
precipice open—would it be wise?
Are men in danger of too much and
too ocontinuous excitement in spiritual’
directions ?  Are there not the sounds
of life that drown the thunders of
eternity in' men's ears? Are there
not ten thousand boiling cauldrons of
fauion and feeling underneath them ?
8 Dot every great interest of soociety
pulling upon them—the household, the
store, the shop, the office, all processes
of business and of civil societies ? Are
not men wrecked with the thousand
worldly things that are tendiog to un.
dermine faith, to blind spiritual vision?
And-is it not a great grace and meroy
when, even if it comes with imperfec-
tion—and what man is without it ?—
there is an excitement that lifts men
up ot of the slough, lifts them out of
all their entanglements? . . .
But then, it is said .that when men
get under these impetuous influences,
these high-toned feelings, it results io
deceptions and in spurious conver.
sions. Certainly it does. I do not
know any economy that does not briog
out those results. Men that attempt
to come into the kingdom of God head-
first are just as liable to go wrong as
those that go heart first ; and I think
they are more liable to wrong.
The regular church is to revivals what
reen-houses are to the summer.
reen houses do very well ; they make
heat, they have their own stove and
stoker, all they wabt is brought into
their little space ; and when by.and-by
the robins and blue-birds come, and
the elms begin to bud, and the maples
show their tassels, and people say that
summer is abroad in the land, the old
gardever walks out and says, * Look
here, I don't like this summer. There
are no toads in my house, but there
will be soakes in woods if summer
comes. It won't do for me to have
this thing all over the land.” Sum-
mer, if it does bring wusqaitoes, is
more desirable than are green.-houses
for veﬁeution. for feait, or for any-
thing else.—~H. W, Beecher. .

DEAD CHURCH MEMBERS,

We have a devoted baund of teachers
in the school, the wmost of them duing
all that reasonably can be expeocted of
them, some of them much more.
Their work could be greatly lightened
by the dead members, it they could ouly
be brought to life, and induced by any
means to do one half as much as some
of our teachers do. Dr. Smyth, in a
recent leoture, says that we have live
men on this coast, and that when they
cease to live we bury them. This is
no doubt true, to a oertain extent,
in business circles, but a great many
dead church wmembers are above
ground yet. We see some of them
who have no money to give to bear
the expenses of the Sunday School,
no time to engage in its blessed work,
not interest enough in spiritual worship
to attend a prayer meeting, or partake
of communion in a whole year, but
we hear of them meeting unexpeoctedly
at the theatre, surprised but comforted
by the presence there ot those who
ought to stand high in the church on
account of thvir long line of Presby-.
terian sucestors, and we hear of them
off in the country, observing the pro-
greu of the crops, aud bLreakiog the

abbath all to pieces to get a
mouthful of fresh air. Would it not
be better, if you must go to the theater
on Saturday afternooun, and scour the
country in an unlawful manner on the
Sabbath, to offset the offence, to some
extent, by doing every alternate Sab.
bath some work in the Master's vine.
yard in the way of brioging neglected
ohildren into the Sabbath Sohool ?

Try it, and see how the two things
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will work together, and choose that
part which will give you most peace
and comfort when you are called to
give an aovount of your stewardship.
— Intertor,
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IN GOD'S SCHOOL.

“ I have been in God's school,” said
one, ou a bright Sunday morning, as
she felt health and strength returning
after a recent illness, * and way [ not
forget the lessons he has taught me!”
** In God's school !" echoed a merr
bright-eyed child, evidently mue
amused at the idea of one going to
school alone and on a sick-bed, her
buoyant spirits never yet having been
subdued in either God's or maan's
school. ** Is he kind "

“ To be sure he is,” I replied.

“* Does he give hard lessous ” she
continued.

** Yes, very hard sometimes.”

* What book do you learn in " per-
sisted the child, determined to carry
out the analogy.

* There are no books,” I answered.
** God writes the lessons on our hearts.”
And she trotted away leaving me to
wy thoughts.

Truly, none can teach like God, none
so geuntlo, so loving, so patient as he;
none 80 ready to begin all over again
if we forget or misunderstand. And
then we are such proud, oonceited
scholars ; we have socarcely stumbled
through our A B C before we think
we koow all, Yet he is still the same,
ever compassiovate and kind.

himself down to the simplest mind, the
dullest understanding ; ah, how kindly
none know but those who have learned
of him! Happy, thrice happy, they
who thus day by day ** learn of him.”
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THRE RECENT DISTURBANCES AT
Jervearsm—An “Old Traveller in
those Parts " writes to the Times ;=
“The coutests between the Greeks
and Latins in the Holy Laud as tothe
sacred places are a source of regret
and humiliation to the simple Chris-
tian. The influence and gain sought
to be obtained by these religionists
upon the pious superstition of their
followers ave most prominent through-
out Palestive, and dishonouring to
Christianity. At Jerusalem, upon as-
cending from the St, Stephen's Gate,
and crossing the Kedron, the traveller
finds, near the foot of the Mount of
Olives, two enclosures close to each
other, belonging to the Fraociscan
monks and the (greek priests. In each
is a garden and a chapel, on the ver
spot, as you are told, where the
Saviour endured the bitter agouny of
Getheemane. In each chapel is an
altar, and if the pious pilgrim recites
certain prayers in it he will receive the
remission due to his religious service
on the very spot where our Lord kuelt
and prayed. But which of the two is
the very spot ? Again, at Nazareth,
there is a fine Greek ohurch, wnear
the outskirt of the village, bolonging
to the Greek community, On the
right-hund side of the altar a flight
of steps leads from the side aisle
down to an underground chapel, where,
the priests say, the Aununciation oe-
curred ! There is the altar, a warble
slab covering the spot with a cross in
the centre to indicate the precise place,
and there are lights and pictures hang-
ing all about like a baby show; and
here many pilgrims come to kneel and
pray and present their offerings, with
the assurange that for this they insure
the remission of their sins., About a

uarter of a mile off is ‘the handsome
church of the Roman Catholics, re.
sembliog in its arrangements and de-
corations that of the Greeks, partiou-
larly in the subtorravean ohapel, ap-
rrouohod by « flight of steps, and like
t i _the altar and marble slab with the
oross, but with numerous statues, not
allowed in the Greek ritual ; and this
the Romanists profess to be the very

ers at whioh entitle the worshipper to
80 many years' remission of purga.

torial suffering ! Both cannot be true ;
..
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scene of the Annunciation, and pray--
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