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© show how God called and led and blessed 

would be dependent only on God. ** Alter 

60 THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
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Christian Messenger. 
HALIFAX, N 8,, FEBRUARY 19, 1873, 

THE TEACHER. 

BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1873. 

Sunpar, Feb 23rd, 1873. 
The Covenant with Abram,—Gen. xv 

1-7. 

GorpeN Tuxr.—'* lle staggered not at 
the promise of God through unbelief ; but 
was strong in faith, giviog glory to God." 
—Rowmans iv. 20. 

Coxyir 10 MEmoRY.— Verses 1, 5-7. 

SuvMary = God's promise makes known 
hir purpose, and deserves our faith; and 
however great or seewingly improbable the 
blessing, there is no room tor doubt 

ANALYSIS. — 1. The friendly relation. 
ve. 1. Il. The error exploded. ves, 2 4, 
111. The promise benieved. ves, 5.7. 

Exposition, — The Change. — Last Sab- 
bath we had the stventh and last lesson on 
the general history of our world. We had 
marked the origin of the earthwnd wan in 
Gud’~ creative will, and traced the whole 

race Irom its pure and joyous beginning 

into sin nnd shame and calamity, relieved 

only by God's tree grace, or by the fend, 
and the appearance of a new multitude, 
until the stroke of mingled wrath nod love 
divided at once the language and the nave 
of mankind ~~ We saw the rise of d.ff rent 
tongued peoples, and there we stopped. 
To this state of things our prerent lesson 
introduces us, We have, in chapters xi 

and xii, the account of three rons of Noah, 
their-respective lines of descendants, and. 
their location. We find in the line of 
Shem, the eighth from him, a man by the 
name of Terah, chap. xi. 26, and to bim 
were born three sons, vue of whom was 

Abram, probably the youngest of the 

three, though first numed in the list, be- 
eaure of lus prominence in the history. 
Bacred history now turns to him, and 
pacses all other nations by, in order to 

him-to become a great nation, and how 
this nation ruse, and what 't was “nd did, 
All along the line of Old Testuwent his- 
tory we have world wide glances, and at 
every reference to the race we sce that the 
heart of God is large ecovugh to include 
all, and that the very separation aud train. 
ing of the one piople is 1a order most of 
fectively tu bless all. We shall wee this put 
inte the very covenant which wus mude 
with Abram, 

Verse 1.—'* After these things ® Abram 
bad teen called to leave the land of his | 
birth, and go to u country to him un. | 
koown, Cusp. aii. 15. ** Ur of the 
‘Chaldees,” is thought to have been on the 

lower Euphrates, not far from the Persian 
Gulf; though others place iv far wp the 
nver. Famine diove him from Cavan to 
Egypt, chup. xii. 10, and his own lack of | 
faith in Gud made him trouble there. ves, | just Gud's word. 

11.20. In Pulestine, he ufterwards parted | 
with hie brother Lot, for the sake of peace, | 

ebup. xiii, and, somo time lat r, with a 

geverous, seli-forgetful love, He went out 
$0- Lot's rercue frum ihe evufederate cap- | 
tors, won the day, came back with Lis 
brother and with the recuvered spoils, paid 
tithes to the priestly king of Sulemn—the 
tyje of Jesus Christ—and refused to take 
any gift from tle king of Sudom. Le 

these things,” especinlly the return from 

the chase, ** The word of the Lord,’ we 
given in the rest of the chapter, ** Vision,” 
The word so tinnslated signifies any mode 
by which the prophet received from. God 
his message, —a men reception, whether 

given in une way or anotler. ** Fear not 
This thows that Abram did fear. Was it 
like Jubn's leur, in Rev, i. 17, caused by 
the appearing of the Lord? ‘Ibe narrative 
sceme rather to muke ita fear as to himself, 
which had been springing up in his mind 

sinev the first promise to him, chap. xii. 
1-3, ix the unsettled state of affairs, and 

especinily because of his old age, and child. 
Jessucss. To the exhortation Gud adds a 
reason, & good cause. Bo he always bide 
us do only what there is good reason fur, 

He offre comfort when there is sure ground 

for is. ** Jam (Ay shield.’ | have taken 
you under my care. I, though unseen, as 
effcctuully keep you from all barm, ae the 
bewt shield turns the lightest” weapon. 
Buch, in spirit, is the assurance, “I am 
thy shield. ' ** And thy excreding great 
reward " God himsell the believer's por. 
tion. ** Reward " bere is not for service 
performed, the payment of debt. Bee 
Romave iv. Gd freely, graciously, de.’ 
terwined w slogle out Abiam %0 receive 

blessing, and then enlled wand prepared him 

to receive it. Abram did not lead off in 
the afivir, and bring Jehovah into his debt, 
“ Execeding great,” refers indeed to the 
inorease of his posterity, and the coming 
of Mesainh in the line of his seed, but not 

to the exclusion of his ewn personal salva. 
tion, 

Verses 2, 3.— Abram here shows at least 

one cuuse of his frars, lle does not see 
how he is to be blessed so beyond others as 
the head of a nation, the lather of a people, 
“ What wilt thou give me?" How can 

there Le such reward 7. What canst thou 
do for me? ** Stewerd,” or ** sun of pos- 
session,” i, e., possessor, in the prospect 
ol inheriting the house, 4. e., as heir, 

taking the place of a von, We way take 
things pertuining to God's providence 
which perplex ue, which seem to be againet 
his express word, which seem to make the 
Saviour 's word fulse, and, if it be not in 

the way of reproach or complaint, we shall 

not be epurned, we shall somehow find 
relief. It may not be by getting a clear 
answer, but if not, it will be in a better 

way. 
‘erse 4. —'* The word of the Lord came,” 

To his petition arswer was given, Just 
Aw, it matters not, Enough fur cur en. 
couragemenc, we have the fact, We owre 
little how God answers our own prayers 
We must know that he answers, and that 

is enough. ** This shail not-be thine heir” 

** Man's extremity is God's opportunity," 
To Abram it was a thing retthd, that 
Eliezer was to be his heir. He judged hy 
right. But it was all wrong. The great, 

brooding sorrow of his lile was to be taken 
away, and that in the very face of impossi- 
bility. 

Verse 5.—* Brought him forth abrod.” 
Either in vision ur in reality, The promise 
wae to be made strong, but not thas only. 
Llere, us at the loud, to make assurance 
eure, there should be a visible rign and 
pledge of the promise or covenant. The 
rtars were to witness to the promise, os 
did the rainbow then, They were to shine 
down into the heart of Abram aud his des 
cendants Gud's pledge. Could there be 
failure? No —for the stars themselves 
would sooner shame the Almighty into 
faithfulness. Should he forget to be gra 

civus, his innumerable hoets right in his 
very heaven would join together to rebuke 
him, ** So shellthy seed be.” lire, first, 
the seed after the flush is meant, The 
Hebrews were to beovwe a numerous peo- 
ple. But we are taught that the deeper 
and trusr thought was of the spiritual 
sced— Crist and his disoiplos—these were 
the real peed. They whe lad Abraw's 
faith are the children of Abraw, if t his 
soul there came but the faintest conception 
ot \he nature of this promised blessing, 
his being must have thrilled with an un. 
speakuble joy in the view, 

Verse 0.— But can he bélicve ? It socms 
too much, Everything aguinet- it. So is 
is with-many & promise of Gud. Every. 
thing agdinrt them— nothing for them but 

Nothing but that! 
Why, that is everythwog, It is the very 

foundation of the world, as it was the couse 
of the universe. ** Abram believed,” and 
+0 can, we When our hearts are not nr off 
from God, caught in sense -and- sin; He 
believed, and that is just what God would 
have everyone do,—belicve, trust, ** And 
he counted it to him for righicousness 
Abram was a sioner, hike all other men, 
He was chosen to receive blessing, not fur 
any goodness in himself, but of pure 
nierey. 

Verse 7.— And now, the promise is to be 
fixed fast and sure in Abram’'s heart, that 

this word shall stand: and »0 in this 
verse, God answers him over again, that 
he is the une who brought him at the first 
from his home, touk him years ago, wade 
lor hia a way and led him in it, shislded, 
helped and blissed bind, up tu the present, 
and it hus all heen in preparation for com. 
ing good, 8) is everything hero wade vw 
rest just where all blessing rests, —on the 
Lord » wwe gracious will, ard not on our 
goodness or power, 

Conclusion. — Much is made in Scripture 
of this grecivus promise to Abram,— Gud's 
free covenant wito Mm It was the new 

and clearer declaration of salvation which 
makes up the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
Abram's 10yal reed afier the flesh, 

Quarrions ~~ From which of Noah's sone 
wus Abrwie descendant? Char, xi 97. 
Name hin father, Huw brothers Uw wite 
Verse 20. His early home, Verse 28. 
Wiy did be leave his nasive land? Chup 
xii. 14. What can you tell of hie histor 
between that tie and the time wt whic 
our leseun flods him? Chap. 13, 13, 14, 

Ve. 1 What is bere meant by ** these 
things?" What by ** a vision "7, What 
did Abram fear? Why was he not wo 
four? How w God oue's shielu? How 
oue’s *‘xceeding great reward"? Doe 

he shield every saint? Does every one 
wish to have him ne a reward? What is 
here meant hy ** reward"? Rom. iv. 4, 

Vee. 2. 3. What did Abraw ask God? 
What did his question mean? In what 
spirit wae it asked ? " 

Ve. 4. Was his request answered ? What 
were the Lord's words? 

Ve. 5. What did God do next? Why 
did he mention the stars 7 What if meant 
by Abram ssced ? Rom. il 28, 29, 

Vs. 6. What waa the effect on Abram ? 
How did Gud regard his belief ? What is 
here meant Ly righteousness? What does 
God ocvumt or reckon for righteousness 
now? Who has met for us the cluiwme of 
the law ? Rom. iii. 20.27. 

Vo. 7 What does God say further? 
What land iv here meant? Dd Abram 
infterit it? What land does the Christian 
imborit? 1 Pet. i. 4. ° 

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher, 

Soripture Catechism, 101, 102, 

Sunpay, March 2nd. — Escape from 
Sodom Gen, xix. 15.20, 

LASY JIM WARNER, 

“Oh, dear!" said lnay Jim Watner, 
“CIF 1 could wit under wu tree, 
Or wit in the chimney corner, 
Eating a pie, hike Juck Horner, 

What a-lueky young chap I'd be ! 
There's the cut and the dug, 
And the ant and the frog, 
Aud the bird and the bee, 
All vo happy and free, 

With noting wo du but tw play ; 
While I must learn, each day, 

To read and to spell, 
Which you know very well 

Is anful hurd work for we." 

‘““ Mow ! mew!" mid the cat, “you 
know better; 

OF rats |, thin day, have caught five,” 
“ Bow, wow !" said old Bruno, the setter, 
“| know what work weans, to the letter," 
“ Bus! bus!™ mid the bee in the have, 

Yer, the eat and the dug, 
Aud the ant und the frog, 
And the bird and the bee, 
Are all busy, you see, 

And do their work thoreugh and well, 
Su don't give up learning to spell, 

Jimmy Warner, | pray, 
Hut study each day ; 

Then see what a scholar you'll be. 

—ece——CTe .- -_-—-. Se  ———— 

WHAT THE PAINT COST. 

Early Saturday evening, at a desk in 
the snug ouruer of her newly pained gro- 
oury, sat Mrs, Webster, figuring up sume 
columns in her ledger, and holding hervell 
ready to weet any callers who might wish 
Ww settle their accvunts. Siove her hus 
bund died sive had taken hold of the bum. 
ness hersell with earnestocss aod energy, 
showing that sometimes w woman oan do 
better than a wan, even on hie own ground, 
She hud shown good taste and judgmens, 
not only in the purelwse and sele ut her 
goods, but also in the good order and neat. 
ness that reigned everywhere in the store. 

Presently in came Philip Philips, » 
mechanic aud a oustower. His bill now 
amounted to upwaide of twenty dollars, a 
large amount for*him, tor of late Mr, 
Wubater considering bie intemperate habite, 
bud seldom ullowed bim oredis w any gras 
cxhnt, 

‘ Lean pay you twelve dullars to-night, 
Mra. Webster, sorry it's me more,’ wid 
Philips, sbawbling up to the desk. 
‘I'm sorry, too, Philip, Iv's not what 

| like to say—for your wife and ohildien's 
sake, | regret to say it—=but we will have 
to let the bulunes of this accuuns atmnd till 
next pay day, and not let is grow soy. I'll 
sol: right cheap fur cash you understand ; 
wad for to night, I'll give you a receips fur 
ten dollars’ 

Philip took a long breath, Hall sisting 
snd (alt lewning on she benoh at the side 
of the desk, ho looked around while Mas. 
Webster wns writing she receipt. Ty 
change the subj ot for he felt uncowfirtable 
under tho implied refusal 0 truss him ull 
the balanee uf iis aecuunt was paid—he 
began to praive the louks of the store ia 
‘ta new dress of paint aud with wow fixe 
tures 

* It looks very mice in here wince you 
printed up. - [¢ takes & woman 0 get a. 
lewd 1a the world, It muss have oust a 
Lig suw to paint up lier this fashion, 

“U6 has mob cost #0 very much, Mr, 
Philip. 1 bope you'll wake is kindly, it | 
speak candidly ; it's a facs thas is baen's 
Curl Bay more bo paint wp my store than is 
hae coet 30 paint your nose,’ 

Philips started back, louking onnfused 
and angry, hiv chooks almost as red as his 
nuse. But remembering that it was a lady 
in whese presence he siued, he ehecked 
himself, and vaid, * Thav's conniderahle of 
« liberty, Mre. Webster , that's right duwa 
pereonal.’ 

* Now, Philip, you must bear with my 
plainness. You know as plain as I eun 
tell you that with thas wife of yours, and 
childrem too, you wight he in as prosperous 
a condition we | am, You are getting good 
wages, but at the rate you wre going on 

nobody knows how long it will last, To 
make a caloulatien how much it ocvsts to 
keep you in drink—or what is the se me 
thing, to paint your nose—you must add 
to what you pay the bar-tender various 
little losses and draw-backs which the 
habit ol tippling always occasions, You 
know that things go wrong at home on no 
count of it, For instance, you heing a 
customer of the dram shop is the reason 
why your wife cannot afford to keep a 
girl, and being at times quite overworked, 
sho has an occasional attack of sickness, 

and then you have a doctor's bill to pay. 
In many ways your hatit ie seen to be ¢x- 
pensive. Your loss of eredis in no doubt a 
disadvantage, and reme—mind, | say it for 
your bentfit—some have lost their position 
though their intemperate habits, and have 
gone down hill from that time, Perhaps 
you've heard the funny remnrk, that when 
Nn man begins to go down hill, he finde 
everything greased tor the oceasion The 
puing on one's nose coats more and more— 
amg at last is may cost the man's life, and 
hat is iutinitely of more importance, it is 

likely to cust him his soul too If you 
would save all that, make it a settled point 
never fo go inside of the drinking saloon.’ 

With his fuce very red, Philip wade an 
awkward bow, and thanking Mis, Webster 
for her advice, he went out, 

It wae his intention % go to Van Len. 
nep's suloon where be had a bill to pay-- 
for Puilips, imagining hiweelf an honest 
wan, thought that he tried as well as he 
knew how, to puy his way in the world. 
One thing he bad known for a omg time 
—he had nothing to lay by at the end of 
the we:k, and now he was going behind. 
hand. - 

Outeide he met a youngster, the som of 
a man who was once a neighbor, but now 
having risen in the world, he lived in 
another street, 

* Mr, Puilips,' said the boy, *I was 
Just going vver to your house to see it Mrs 
Philips don't kmuw of any womin who'll 
ouwe wud wash for ws on Monday morning 
=or maybe she ll evwe hervell — mother 
told we w ask.’ 

* Well, that's queer in your mother to 
tell you so. My wile don't go out a wash- 
ing.’ ' 

‘I suppose that's all so, Mr, Philips. 
But mother said thas Mrs, Philips had 
bewn over there, and said she didu’s know 
but she would have wo go a little in that 
way—waeh, or iron, or something of thas 
kind—1u get money 10 buy cluthes tor her- 

wmustn’'s blawe we, or wother either for 
woking her about is.’ 

wile don't go out a washing or ironing 
either. Tell your folke shat tor we.’ 
As the buy went his way, Philips stood 

irresulute, glovwily pondering what he bad 

not even lor a friend But then, if we're 
going down hill, who kmows but she'll 
buve Wo cume wo iy" 

Philips finnlly euneluded that ho would 
not go te Van Lenmep's that evening, bus 
woud let him wait till the end of the next 
month tor his pay, He had two reasuns 
lor guing there ; he (elt the need of a dram, 
wlung with the attrachione of jilly assvei. 
ater, nud he wanted tw pay bis soure, Bus 
now, he resolved to take thew home. 
le Wok a seat in the recom where his 

wile and children were, they bad little 0 
way a6 fiver, lor he felt gruff and gloomy, 
and a little tender withal., The talk of 
Mrs. Wobster aboud painting his nose 
stung him 0 the quick. Lie weed to think 
bimeell nw bamdwime man; perbnps- his 
coarse habits had changed all thas, His 
little daughter Mary, mot yed nine years 
old, come and climbed on his knee, and 
\hen remem! ering, she said, ‘Papa, 1 
ran aud get a hoques | made for you shis 
working ous of some fl were in the garden,’ 

buneb of morning glories now wil faded 
wad drooping. "Vas 

: {They're she only Mowers I could get in 
the garden,’ she said, ‘and they're ali 
spoiled,’ she added complainingly ; and 
she held bask, we il doubbing whether to 
present them or throw them away, 

* Hand them w0 me, Mary, You did the 
beat you ewulid, | O'puse,’ said her tasher, 
trying by & blush manner 0 bide his real 
feolings. ; 

‘Lot's moe—mornlag glories. Bright 
things in the morning, and presty enough, 

soll, such as she would like to buve. You 

* Buough said," muttered Philips. My" 

__*he go out and do washing! Never; 

wid she ran and brought the Ouwers, a 

but they don’t hold out. They're like peo- 
ple aren't they, Mary ? 

[lis wife emboldened by this listle bit of 
moralising, ventured to put in a word, 
‘ They're very much like ourselves, Philip, 
When we were first married all was 
bright.’ 
‘But it fad'd away like the morning 

glories,’ continued Philip. * Well, now, 
il shere's any fluwer shat keeps its color 
all the year round, let me know and I'll 
buy is.’ | 
As Philip raid this, his face colored, for 

somehow the thogght ludicrously, and yet 
plainly, struck him shat ! is own nose was a 
Bower of shat description —red all the year 
round ; and it seemed 80 him that his wile 
and little Mary, were divining his shoughta, 
He rose, and as he did so ; he caught a 

glimpse of his fice in the glass. *¢ There's 
the nose with the red paint om it,’ he re 
flected, ¢ That's the paint that costs us all 
#0 much. Opening his packet book, he 
handed his wile ten dollars, 

* Take this Janie, and I'll double it next 
month ; you'il need it tv get you something 
new.’ 

* Aod you'll buy me a little photograph 
album, won't you, papa? said little 
Mary. 

* Yes, my little one, if it don't cust too 
wuch ; but what kind of an album do you 
want me to get you ?’ 

*T want a little one with twelve places 
in it for pictures. 1 want your picture, 
paps and mamma's ; all the girle put their 
father's and mother's in fires.’ 

‘Suppose we wait, Mamie, till I'm bes 
ter looking. Maybe I'll come to my good 
looks in » few weeks: 
‘0 you're goud looking cnough—only 

the moee is red.’ 
* Well, Muniie, said Philip, feclingly, as 

he drew the listle girl w his busow, for 
his wind was fully made up, und he acted 
4 if the best way to be w man again was 
to be candid and tender, + I shall pay veo 
weney for nose paint, it costs ton much.’ 
And then turning to his wife who was an 
astonished listener to his new way of 
talking, he suid, * That's just so Janie; 
I'm dove throwing money wway on Van 
Leonep and all his tribe; we'il be happy 
yet, lor I mean to suve as | go along; und 
waybe, if Lwaste nb wore money vo the 
paint Mra, Webster wid we about, the old 
morniug glorice will eome buck agiin and 
stay lor a hie time."— Young Fuik's News, 
— Cr —-— ——— 

NO TIME FOR SWEARING. 

‘* Catch me using a profane word in the 
presence of ladies,” said a talkative stip 
ling, with a shade of down on bis upper 
lip. * There's a tiwe fur all shings. 
No sir, there isn's a time tor wil things. 

No law, human or divine, ever set wpars 
® time for swearing. A protane expres 
sion isa win and au abouauation, utter is 
when and where you will, As for ladies; 
yes, U'll grant you it is well 0 be ard wos 
our best io their proecice. We canaut be 
Wo true, too pure, tou honvrab e, il we 
want 10 stand upright befure a good woman 

or good girl yeu, while I'm wbout it, I'l 
wdd, nor before a Little mite of a girl-buby, 
| know of one other befure whom we oughs 
to be just as particular, if nut wore se. 
When le is not wround, wy boys, you cam 
safely 00 juet wbous as you please. Bus 
when you're in Lie pre ence—and, to my 
thinking we're all there or theresb,uts 
pretty wuch ull the yme—have a care! 
Don’t offend the deepest love, the whitest 
purity. the grandest honor ot ail, — Hearth 
and Heme, 

r—e—. 

NOBLE ANSWER. 

Ata slave market in one of she South® 
States, before the abulivi n of slaven 8 
wars, active colored ‘hoy was put v for 
sale. A kind master, who pitied hb’ Con 
dition, mot wishing him 10 have Oruel 
owner, went up 0 Lim and said,- 
“10 1 bay you will you be ho#?” 
The buy, with a lowk thas bath descrip. 

tiem, replied, 
** I will be honest, whother®% buy me 

or mot." 
Could any boy, white ¢Plack, have 

made a nobler mnewer shar'™ ? 
Boi though slave they he *0rolied me, 
Miude are never 10 be so 

SCE————  -.- - - 

The conwum nation odes Ts, to de 
what, ab the time of ¢8 !% we intend te 
be afterwards sorry ¢ "he deliberate and 
intentional making Fork lor repentance, 

No possessions 18°04, but by the good 
wee we make o'%®: Without which, 
wealth, power, "4% 8nd servants, de 
but help to 7° 09r lives more um 
happy. 
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