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“pature of tle duty which God in his provi- 

and there is the danger of converting the 

Frou OBSERVATIONS UNDER TRE Micro 

gcork of the blood of patients using Fel 

low's Compound Syrup of Hypophosphitee, 

taken from tiwe to time, positive proof has 

been obtained of the steady removal of 

diseased and dead blood particles and the 

substitution of vitalized disc, so neccesary 

to the construction of healthy muscle. 
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+O THE MEMBERS OF THE 

CHOIR. 

BY A LEADER. 

I have long suspected that the important 

dence has called us % discharge, is not 

realized to anything like its full extent. 

add | am quite sure that the qualifications 

for its performance have been, if not en: 

tirely overlooked, greatly underrated. 

The uffice we hold is an important one, 

because of the nature of the rervice iteclf 

Praise is a main clement of worship, and 

eannut, any more than prayer, be offered 

scocptubly without the deepest reverence 

and the vost profound humility. Itis a 

homage paid to God, n sacrifice lnid at hi 

feet; and it rcqiires the exercise of the 

liveliest em tivng of gratitude and love 

The tact that this is a professed service 

on our part, does not relieve us from the 

olaims it makes upon our own personal 

and individual worship : the worshipper is 

pot to be lust in the singer. Hymns wen 

pot writ'en for murie, but music for hywne; 

we are uot required, we are not even per. 

mitted, to lose sight of our vwn devotions, 

in ministering to the devotions of others ; 

indeed the one is necessary to the other. 

[tf it be true in an argument that we can 

not cotvinee unless we believe, it is equul y 

true that we cannot prompt or sustain the 

spirit of price in others unless that spirit 

is deeply implanted in our own hearts. It 

is not the were performance of music tht 

constitutes true praise, for notes, however 
exquisitely and harmoniously sung, fall dis 
cordantly on the ear of Gud unless acovu~ 

panivd by the sai rifice of an understanding 

snd bel evitg heart. Hence the wecessity 

ander which we ure laid to keep the fires 

of uur uwn devotion constantly aglow, 
Tis office is important in its relation to 

the church. la olden times the wusical 

service uf the Temple was arranged with a 
method and a precision which not only 
proves the importance of the office itself, 

but ulso indicates that the «fice having 
been created, and filled with competent nnd 
respeneible servants, should thenoeforth be 

regarded ws an institution to which the 
eburch might look with confidence, for the 

discharge of the duty it had prescribed, 

We wre appointed to this service, and 
the church expects€rom us a faithful and 
obedient laitilwent of is. We are bound 

to it “yy vur alle iamce to the church, and 

by virtue of that law which exacts from 
each mewber, vet the exerciee werely, but 
the consecration of his own peculiar gift, 
Our «five is a responsible one, 
Ministers tell ue how greatly they find 

their hands strengthened hy the judicious 

and skilful performance of the choir; aud 

the congregstion is dependent, in no ordi- 
nary degree, upon thote who are charged 
with ** the Serv.co of Song in the House 

of the Lord ”’ The interpretation of every 
hymn we sing. is practically in our hands, 
and it ve do net interpret truly, we perform 
our work indifferently, do injustice to the 
spirit of the hymn, and lead the mind of 
those who bestow bat hittly attention on 
this most important watter, sericusly 
astray. 

It is a dangerous service, 
Dangerous from its promirence, from 

ite exclusive charmeter, and from ita neces. 

sarily private arrangements, Its promi 
rence courts observation and provokes ori. 
ticiem ; its exclusive character excites envy; 
and privacy and seclusion of ite arrange. 
ments is a source of temptation to its mem 
bois. There in the danger, wleo, of a pride 

that weeks to display its own performances, 

orchestra into an arens for the indulgence 
of a disgraceful rivalry. 

Every one acorpting an appointment of 
euch n character should regard that accep- 
tance as an act of individunl consecration ; 
not ws u charge to be lightly undertaken, 
not as an occupation to be indulged in as 
An amusement, requiring no painstaking, 
RO preparation, no stady, no eeli-denial ; 
for all these nre nooessary ; butas a charge 
demanding the full exercise of our heet en- 
dowments, the diligent use of our leicure, 
and, if need be, our most patient, laborious, 
and constant service, 

I am thoroughly convinced that, unlese 
we regard it in this light, viz., as an act of 
special consecration, we cannot du justice 
to it. II I am wet with the obvious reply, 
that there ure other duties, us well as this, 

demanding a consecration as complete, | 

admit it at unce; but no two duties are 

permitted to clash injurivusly one with the 
other, and we can readily distinguish which 
has the moet pressing claime; either we 
have or we have not, gifts specially appro. 
priate to this service ; if we have not, then 
let um, hy all means, scek some other 
sj here of usefulness, for in the church 
there is a demand corresponding with every 
gift, and to just the extent to which we aro 
conscious of that gift, we are bound to 

seek its employment, If, on the other 
hand, we Aave gifts specially appr priate 

to this service, let them be laid, without 

heritation, in all their completeness, and 

with all the purity of an unblemished of 
firiog, on the witar that sanctifieth the 
giver and t'e gilt ; only thus ean thesacri- 
fice rise like Abel's and only. thus can we 
escape the fearful and crushing reproof': 
** Ye brought that which was torn, and the 

lame, and the sick ; thus ye brought an 

+ fforing ; should I aceept this at your baud, 
swith the Lord 
The qual fications for this office may be 

bricfly stared. OF course there must be a 
good car for music, and a good vo oe,—u 

voice not necesearily powerful, but sweet 
and true. This voice should be carefully 
cultivated amd improved by practice. So 

aleo with the study of the music itself — 
Singers should be constantly practising 
themselves in reading (musical noter), so 
a: to be able to sing new mueic at first 
sight. It is a very serious and fatal error 

to suppose that what we cull & practice 
might should be spent in overonming the 
technios] d ficultivs of the tunes we wing. 
All this should be done at home, and then, 
when we meet for rcheersal, it should be a 

rehearsal properly so enlled, viz , a perfor. 

mance befirehand to perfect ourselves in 
that which we havé)previvusly studied in 
private. The rehegtsal is not individual 
pstruction, but to practice the chuir as a 
wh le,—to sing correctly and with effet. 

But there is more than ear, and voice, 

and study required ; thero is needed an 
intelligent apprehension of the spirit of the 
wurde we sing. Without thie, true inter. 

pretation is impossible. You all know 
what different meanings we can ocunvey hy 
the sawe words spoken, in d. ferent ways: 
how much more, then, can the significa 

tion of the wurds we sing be varied, when 

there are many trained voices, all combin. 
ing to produce the same «ff ct. There 
must, of course, he perfect agreewent in 

the ~hoir on this subject ; one voice, care. 
leraly ur ignorantly ured, wight destroy the 

weaning ul an entire passage. Th sconside. 
ration leads me to the very obvious remain k, 
that meetings fur rehearsal should he regu. 
lerly and punctuslly attended, Lat no vue 
of you thitk you can be wbeeut from re- 
boarsnl. ln the first place, we are none ul 

us 80 periect as Wo be able to dispensd with 
prectioe ; and next, it is wanilestly voter 
to the remainder of the choir to introduce 

training, and has vet been drilled hy the 
same dircipline, Ove suldier in a whole 
regiment, marching out uf step, net ovnly 

destroys the beauty and cowmpletences of 
every movewent, but endangers the sucess 
of every evolution, 

There is another qualification, too, which 

wust not be overluvked , that is, a right 
disposition, There muss be the ornament 
of & week und quiet spirit. which is, in the 
sight of Gud, of great price. Any infu™ 
sion ol jenluusy, amy element of thas cen- 
ceit, giich iw she fruit of ignorance, can 
find no eongeninl abode with us, and is 
tutal to she success uf our (fire. Nothing 
to rurely destroys, first the peace, and next 
the usefulness of a choir, as unkind and 

unfriendly feelings amongst iw wembers, 
Every choir is secure trom external wtuack, 
+0 long as there is unin within; bus no 
choir van live after jealousy and euvy have 
sown their mischievous and poisonous seed. 
If there te uo higler ambition in any 

wember than to sit in the seat ut honor, or 
in the most comspicuous place, then the 
servioes of that member are ocvntemptible. 
They are unworthy the church, they are a 
disgrace to. the choir, and they dishonor 
God. Any eruption of this kind breakin 
out vn the hitherto healthy eunatitution of 
tho choir, shculd be dealt with like an 

other epidemio; the cause should be re- 
moved. 

| have alludedy in passing, to the annoy. 

anee of external atwack in the vhape of un. 
| friendly criticism. This need never disturb 
our winds so long ea we discharge cur 

duty. Il we do this, we shall bave the 
J 
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satisfaction of a feeling, that a duty die. 
charged is a sacrifice acofpted, with which 
only we who offer, and He who acoepts, 
have anything to do ;. it will console us in 
many a disappointment, it will take the 

sting out of many a cruel speech, it will 
make the labor of our work a labor of love, 
and convert what would otherwise be an 
arduous an! ungrateful task into a source 
of pleasure, and a well-spring of perpetual 
delight, 

Lastly, let the motives to this work be 

pure, and the service will be blessed ; a 
delightful congregation will mark its ap- 
proval, a grateful church will smile ite 
acknowled,: ments, and the ear of the Lord, 

which is ever open even to the ory ef his 
children, will surely nut turn away from 
the wcoents of their praive.— National 
Baptist. 
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THE GROWTH PRINCIPLE IN 
THK CHY RCHES, 

From the time that Paul left Titus in 
‘Crete till the present day many things have 
been set in order, and many things als 
have been allowed to fall into contusion. 
There have been ebbs und flows in the lite 
of the churches as in other things ; but.on 

the whole, from that day to this—taking 
the state of the churches then and now-— 
the progress is unquestionably very marked 

and manifold, 
Yet very much still remains to be dine 

in our day. The wurk before Christin 
wen and women pow is not merely to evans 
‘gelise the careless nnd irrcligious wt home 
and the heathen abroad, bat also to carry 
the regenerating, relorming 8) irit-of the 

Gospel into the churches ; so that both in 

respuot to organisation and working there 
way be an increasing approximation to the 

ideal of perfection held up to us in the 
pages of the New Testament, 
Tu sume, indeed, this may seem needless, 

because in their view their churches are 
perfect already, and have all along been 
perfect. But, while most people at one 

timo or other of their hives have had this 
dream of w perfeet church—either the exwet 
wudel of the apustolic church or a lineal 
descendant of is, at the time they cherish 
this dream they have neither much experi- 
ence nor influence. Actual Christian work 
suon dispels it, and opens their eyes to 
wany little—sowmetimes grent—defects and 
shortcomings. As a waster of ot, at the 
present day some of the ablest mombers in 
every church and denomination, are earn. 

estly striving, with all the wisdom they 
can cuwwand, to rectify existirg abuses, 
and bring in a purer and higher condition 
of lite and working. Aud in thw there is 
nothing strange or accidental. ln all de 
partwents of activity and Jubour it is the 
same, * No institution, and no wade of 
working by which wan holds on Lis way 
in the world, is allowed to remain [row 
year to year, and from generation to gener 
aidon, unchanged. The influences of the 
preset are ever coming in tu modily the 
things handed down by the pest, and to 
carry them a stage on towards the ides! 
perfect. 

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
and moving on in their various paths ac- 
cording to the will of their Creator. As 

was very clearly seen long age hy the 
pealmist, when, with his eye on both earth 
-and heaven, looking -up to Gol, he said, 

** Thou Lord in the beginning hast laid the 
foundation of the earth ; and the heavens 

are the work of Thy hatids. They shall 
perish, but Thou remaincst: and they all 
shall wax old as doth a garment, and as & 

vesture shall Thou fold them up, and they 
shall bo changed : but Thou art the same 
and Thy years shall not fail.” And the 
same is seen in the common things of our 

everyday life and work. In them changes 
are ever being introduced, There is searce- 

ly an employment in which they are not 
familiar, and looked for as a matter of 

course, And through them-such things 

a8 improvements in machinery and skill in 
working—trade and manufacture increase 
and grow, and bring prosperity and happi- 
ness in their train, ® & ® 
And then when we come to the New Tes- 

tament the same principle meets oar view, 
Here we find change, and advance, and 

growth, very clearly implied, and 1n opera- 
tion. The whole tenor of Scripture pro- 

ceeds on the prinviple that there is advance, 
both in the mode of God's dealings with 
us, and in our perception and capneity for 
divine things, True, God in lls own 
thought is ever the same; but lle reveals 
Himself to us according as we are able to 

take in and profit by His revelation. “In 
times past lle spoke unto the Fathers hy 
the prophets ; in these last days He hws 
spoken unto us by His Sin.” And, while 
the revelation of the Son will continue, in 

iteell, the same till the end uf time, it 
cannot he the same to us, but changes 

weourding as our perception and ecuwpaeity 
fur underetancipg and being moulded by it 
incrense and strengthen within ue, And 
hence is the exhortation to grow into Him 

in ad things who is the Head ; and the 

ideal held up to us of the muowsure of the 
stature of the fulnessof Christ. In grow- 
ing up into this image, in advancing te. 
wards this fuloess, cach generation is to 

rise superior to the preceding. Some de- 
fect of the past—some dulness—-some mise 
ajpprehensivn—some wistake must be recti- 
ficd— some new light—sowme fresh spiritual 
force must be gained. Sowe of the things 
that are wanting must be set in wrder, 
And ocrtainly, one of these things that 

are yet wanting is a clear and univers 1. 
recoguition of this principle of advance 
and progress. Few things perhape- are 
more needed than thas, on the part of all 
the churches throughout the bhudy of their 
membership, it be deemed a settled and 
unquestioned law thut we are not to keep 
clinging to the past, and secking simply 
to be what our forefathers were before us, 
to believe what they believed, and to do as 
they did ; but, that aa we have our lot 
assigned on an advanced point in the 
world's history, we are bound to take in a 
fuller and broader vision, — the vision ac: 
tually before ue—and to do the work which 
pertains to our day and plaee in history, as 
our forefathers did in their duy and in the 
position in which they were placed. * * 
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past. We now live in a very changed state 
of things from what existed at that period 
of the church's history. The ocundiiions 

under which we are called on to do our work 
are very different from those under which 
our forefathers had to do theirs, and what is 

hefore us isto do this advanced work of the 

present —the work of Christ as it comes to 
us under the influences and conditions of 
the present—nut the work of the past, 
which” was the work of childhood and yJuth, 

and which ix already done, and well done, 
and beneath our fect as our present standing 
ground —but the work of the present, the 

the work of manhood and mature age. — 
For the churches now to be lovking back to 
our forefathers of the Reformation period, 

and taking their model from them, is as 
unbecoming as would he the act of a strong 

wan standing up at his bench or anvil, and 
telling us that he considered his duty sinp- 
ly to be to work as he had done in child- 
hood. ** As he had done in childhood !" 
would indignantly burst forth from wany 
voices, ** when he has grown up to be a 

tall, well-knit, powerful man; shame on - 

him to be setting himself such a weagre 
task, when he ought to be working with 
ten-told the energy, and skill, and seal 
which he was able to exert when child. 

lt is the task of a man which he is now 
bound hy every consideration of fairness 
and honour to he setting for him~elf.” 
And 80, if there are spectators beholdiog 

us, a8 doubtless there are, from the great 
cloud ot witnes«s around, remonstrances 
wwny and keen will be breathed down upon 
the churches which, in place of lwking 
forward to the work that God is giviog 
thew to do in the present, are lovking back 
and saying, ** What we ure to see 1s what 
our firetutners saw 300 years ago. What 
we ure to believe is what they have handed 
down tw us, Woat we ure tu preach 1s the 
doctrine which they have formulaed io 
their imwoital creeds.” As if you had not 
eyes ul your oan to see with for yourselves, 
and minds and hearts with which tw judge 
und approve lor yourselves—yea, and hoarts 
wod ‘winds wud eyes blessed with the novus 
mulated expericnce and privileges of ten, 
generations in advance of those whom you 
seek to imitate, Why, were those great 
workers of the past to visit you they would 
give you swall thanks for your iwmiations, 
* la place uf being so anxious,” they would 
wy, ** about squaring your work by ours, 
you ought to have taken up the work at 
the point where you found it, nd pushed 
it onward a stag, a8 we endeavoured to do 
in ourday. Your eyes vught. hy tiie time, 
to have been clearer, and yur minds 
stronger, and your capacities tur work in- 
measurably greater than was possible to ue 
wu generations wgo, lo place of thus 
standing suill as you have been attempting 
+» do, you should have been consciously 
moving lurward and growing und advancing 
1a stature with the sdvancing years 

This rewonstrance will yes be listened 
4» And when vave this 1s done, und the 
encrvating habit of clinging to the puss 
fr \ukly and consciously abandoned, one of 
the thing: that are wanting will have been 
supplied, wud the way opened up tor the 
remedying aod supplying of almost hep 
uther want, The Ecclesiastionl Reiorm Bill 
will then have heen passed and accepted of 
hy Christendom, and a period of steady 
wid uninterrupted progress entered upon 
by the churches, — Freeman. 
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Correspondence. 
— 

By tho ordering wnd doerce of Heaven 
there i» advance snd growth in social and 
political and spiritual things just as surely 
as in natural things. As there is first the 
binde and then the ear and then the tull 
ourn in the car in the natural barvest, so 
assured y is there in the spiritual harvest 
that is coming forward throughout the 
various tribes of men, 

Not more abortive and disastrous would 
be the natural order of things in which the 
binde of spring was to euntinue the same 
tender green shoot all through the seasons 

of the year, thun that in which thwgpirit- 
ual attainment of woy one generation was 
made the limit and measure of attuinuent 
for all generations to come. 

Stagnation —or standing still is the name 
for such a state of things, and standing 
still or stagnation, in all things which our 
eyes behold, is simply the process which 
precedes deuth, If a thing is to live aud 
bo ol use in the world it must buve room 
t0 move and change~—in other words to 
grow, There is no place in the erestion 
tor what is fixed and unyielding, The very 
hills change, and the valleys and the water 
courses. There in not a vingle river at this 

moment flowing down te the vocan through 
| precisely the same channels ¢ver which is 
poured ite current some yearsago. At one 

y | part a ruck has been more dee) ly wevoped 
wut, at ‘another am embankment has heen 

encroached on; at a thrd a shallow has 

been inereased ur diminithed. The face of 
the arth whieh we mow behold, yea the 
eky likewise, with sun, moon, sod stare, | 
wre Dot Just what our furetathers, 2.000 
yoars ago, looked on. All are changing 

The oneness of the churoh—its personal 
identity in all ages dues not consist in its 
being now precisely what it was two hun. 
dred or a thousand years ago, but in a liv 
ing fellowship and tarwory ruonniog 
throughout all generation of Christians, 
Just as the oueness of the budy throughout 
lite dues not consist in its continuing to be 

wlways exactly what it was at any given 
perivd, at youth, tor example, but ina 
cuntinuous living principle running through. 
out «ll ite stagon—youth werging into 
wmarhood, and manhood into maturity and 
old age. We are conscious that we are 

now the same pursons we wero from our 
carliest recollection ; but, nevertheless, we 

are very differant, we think diff rently and 
not differently trom what we did in child. 
hood. So the church, which has bith 
childhood and youth, manhood and ma. 
tunity, to pass through ere it reaches the 
mensure of the stature of thy luloess of 
Christ. ln its manhood, while it still re. 

waine the same church, it ix very different 

from what it was in childhoo! and youth ; 
and requires to aot very differently from 
the way it did then. When it is a child 
it speaks as a child ; but when it becomes 
» man it puts away childish thinge, and 
spenkeand nots ae a man, What was ap- 
propriate enough in childho.d is no longer 

ao in youth ; just as wiat was appropriate 
in youth ie no longer so in manhood, when 
a new and advanced wode of procedure is 
entered upon. Su, what was appropriate 

and becoming enough for the churches in 
the tine of the Reformation, whether on 
the Continent or at howe, in no longer so 
now when three hundred yours have rulled 

For the Christian Messenger, 

LINES ADDRESSED TO MRS. J. 
P SAUNDERS ON THE DEATH 

OF HER HUSBAND. 

With wintry wind« and moaning woods, 
With stormy sky and ive-buund fl wds, 

Ail nature seems 0 wourn ; 
As with sad and weasured tread, 
By nd hands the noble dead, 

0 his 18st howe is borne, 

| little thought, when first we met, 
Lis sun on earth 0 soon would set, 

His vacant place he seen ; 
That he so soon would reach the brurne, 
From whioh no traveller doth retura, 

So listle do we ken, 

As through o glass we darkly see, 
Lhe things permitted, here to he, 

I'he timo to us not known ; 
'T were better shus, tor, did we kn ww, 
How tastel ws would this world below, 

: Tu ull mankind becowe. 

A father's firm in 1ail at rest, 
His soul we trust in with the hlest, 

Around the sno w-white throne ; 
Foar lovely yg Lie by his side, 
Two were his hope two were his pride, 

On earth he leuwves no svn, 

A widow mourning o'er his bier, 
An valy daughter weeping shere— 

Distarhs not his last sleep ; 
Earth to earth and duss so dass, 
The sreasure's where is will nos russ, 

Eirth but the casket keeps. 

Yet look aloft amid thy tears, 
A cruwn of Life each loved one wears, 
] Where you may meet again ; 
When thou the fiery [irance through, 
Shalt bid shis surrowing world adieu, 

With all iw grief and pain. 
| Van 
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