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Government at last was inducéd to in-
terfere on behalf of these iustitutions.
Not ounly. however is the name of
(iuthrie linked to the ragged-sehool
movement, For the cause of temper-
ance he was ever and earnest and elo.
quént pleader ; in the cause of national
education he was the chief pioneer;
and as a writer he was valued in the
world of letters. Most of bis works,
hig ¢ Gospel in Ezekiel,” ¢ The city,
its Sins and Sorrows,” * Discourses
from Colossians,” * Speaking to the
Heart?” ** The way of Life,” “Man
and the Gospel,” and his papers ** On
the Paribles,” have gone through sev.
eral editions ; and it is doing them bere
justice to suy that no literature of their
class is more cherished and appreciated
in our own couuntry. As a preacher

oo Dr. Guthrie has long stood in the front |

rank of the Scottish pulpit. ** Grace,
ease, lucidity and simplicity . were
characteristics alike of his rermons and
speeches,” He had a lovely, persua.
sive eloquence eutirely his own, and
there is vo minister in the Free Church
could draw together larger audiences
or rivet theiwr attention so firmly and
so long. There was indeed neither
marked novelty no protundity in bis
thoughts, but "his illustrations were
always fresh, always pungeut, and
has manner and method left nothing to

-

L The following . Circular, issued by

be desired. Dr. Guthrie's art of

arousing, attracting, couvincing was |

Jelt without being seen ; his discourses
while being caretully premeditated
seemed to be the spontaneous outpours
ing of his heart. Taking him all v all
he was one of the most able and sue-
cessful pulpit orators that this century
has known. *To a character so
wany sided as that of Dr. Guthrie's it
i1s d'fheult, as we have said, iu a short
article to do amything like the barest
justice.  His lifo is so full of incident,
that in trying to concentrate its multi-
form rays under the mental lens, the
writer finds himself in * wandering
mazes lost.”  As much as any, and
most men of his generation he may be

called

*“ A man so various that he seemed to be,
Not ove but all wmankind's epitome.”
However he too has gone from the
midst of us, to take his stand amidst
the Saiuts in light. 'We number him
also amongst the fallen. The place
that knew him can know him no more
forever. And so these three Christian
workers sleep in Jesus.  Oue lying in
the gaictude of Stanmore, amongst
the ashes of his fathers, whose grave-
stones mark the work of death’s band
for ages past; one sleeps in the burial
ground in the old Noncouformist town
of Leicester, where he spent the last
yvears of his toil; and one lies in the
\irk-yard in the metropolis of >cot-
land, surrounded by the memorials of
his long, devoted, and loviug labours ;
and through them he * being dead yet
speaketh.” Doubtless they all three
are enjoying the communion of kindred
spirits amidat the eternal felicities of

the heavenly mansions, g
WiLL. 'R, SKERRY.
—_——

For the Christian Messenger,

REV, A . F. PORTER.

BrincEwaTER, March 24, 1878,

- Dear Brother,

Perhaps some of the readers of the
Christian Messenger would feel inter.

ested in hearing from Rev. A, F. Por-

ter who a few years ago emigrated to
New Zecaland, and in conjunetion with a
pumber of friends established a special
settlement at St. Martin’s Bay in that
colony. ‘I have just received letters
from triends in Auckland informing me
that he is now in that city, soliciting
aid for the distressed settlors at St
Martin's DBay. It will be recollected
that the vessel in which they proceeded
to their destination was lost at the
mouth of the River, on the Hollyford
bar, and their chattels effects and pro.
visions were all lost with the exception
of a few astores; they barely escaped
with their lives, They have since en-
dured greatprivatiens. A notice of one
of his lectures is contained in the New
Zealand Herald of the 22ud January
1873, just come to hand, in which he
says, ** About three months ago the
settlers wre reduced to the extremity of
eating their seed-wheat, and potatoes,
and were for some time in a state of
semi-starvation. In answer to their
urgent entreaties the government atTast

~ dispatched the N. 8. Wallace from Nel-

son with temporary supplies, for which
they had to give promissory notes for
six months. What was now wanted
was some pecuniary aid to enable them
to replace the lost seed, and tide over
the present year," He was confident
that with economy and thrifs the peo-
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ple of that struggling settlement would
them bhecome wholly sell.supporting.
The Ierald says, ** His narrative of
the history and progress of the settle-
ment was clear and graphic, evidencing
considerable descriptive powers,  Some
of the passages:having the ring of true
eloquence.”  The collection at the
close amounnted to £15, which was sub-
sequently increased to £50.

Yours truly, |
S Marcn,

The Christian Messenger.

et o vt v e . . s

Halifax, N. 8., April 8, 1878,

SUPPORT OF NATIVE e
PREACHERNS.

the foreign Missionary Board, has
been sent to all the churches and indi-
viduals, whose names appear in the.
Convention Minutes as supporters of
native preachers, It is also published
in the Messenger and FPisttor that it may
¢o>ma to the uetice of persons hitherto
contributing to the above object, whose
names do not appear ; and that it may
meet the eye of any who may have
been purposing to turnish the support |
ol native preachers or teachers in Bur-
mah :
CIRCULAR.

Since the decision by the Convention

in favor of an ludependent Foreign |
Mision, it hus seemed evident - that |
the funds horetofore devoted to the
support of native preachers and teach-
ers in mission fielda belonging to the
American * Baptist Missionary Union,
would heuncetorth be needed for our
own mission.  An enterprise, such as
that' now before us, will require all the
funds thiat can possibly be raised by
us for Foreign Missious. It will be
necessary, therefore, if we expeot to
see our mission succeed, for parties
hitherto providing for the support of
native preachers, to withdraw their
suppert, and trapster their contribus
tions to the general fund of our Iudes
pendent Mission,

But. while it is desirable that this
change be made, it is also very desira-
ble that it be made in the right way.
It would be manifestly improper for
Chureh, or iadividnal, hitherto fur.
nishing the support of a native preach-
er, to discoutinue the. same, witheut
giving previous notice to that effect.
All parties intending to turn their
contributions henceforth into the new
chavnel, should give due notice, that
at such a time the support hitherto

provided would be discoutinued; other- |

wise unexpected cmbarressment must
be experienced both by the men them.
selves, and by ihe wissionaries who'
employ them .

This subject has Leen brought par-
ticularly to our mnotice by recent
communications from Burmub, which
siate that funds for the above object
are not tortheoming—and yet no uotice
has been given that such would be the
case, -

Nuw, we, as a Board, have never
nssumed any awthority in this matter
—aud all we can do is to suggest what
we think would be the best course to
pursue,

We would suggest, then, that you
continue the sapport of the mative
preacher  hitherto sustained by you,
until the meeting of the Convention in
August next, and if' you intend at that
time to trausfer your contributions to
our Indepeudent Mission, you give
notice to the Board to that effect now.
so that we may intorm the Mission.
uries at ouce~—that after August next,
they must look to some other source
for the support of the uative preachers
under their care.

We suggest this course as the best
and most honorable, and we trust it
may meet your approval, Please give
the matter your early attention,

By order of the Board.
W. B Bogas.
Secretary F. M. Doard,
St, John, N, BB.,
March 14, 1873,

FROM RICHMOND, VIRGINIA.

The following letter was received on
Saturday last from Rev. K. M, Saun.
ders by ome of the brethren in the city,

Ricanenn, Va., March 24, 1878.
My Déar-Brother,— iy

Mr. will tell you of my health,
In this note I will give you a little
sketoh of the first meeting for worship
that I attended in Richmond, I went
on Sabbath morning to Dr. Burrow's
church: and on entering the base.

| These were tenderly exhorted to con-

]

“them were little girls and little boys,

-and the blooming httle girl standing

ing the scene in all its vspeets aund in

ment story I found the Sabbath school
in session. I was introduced by Mr,

Oorey to Dr. B, avd also to the super-

intendent and others:  There were
present in the school four hundred
and eighty.one pupils. Many of the
teachers had grey hair and grey
beards. And there were many young
men and young women among the
pupils. They are holding a series of
weetings about this time, andetlidre,
is & revival in the eongregation. It
was evident on eutering the room that
a selemn feeling was upon the minds
of the people. It was something that
could be’felt.  Dr. B. wes present and
the exercises were shaped to be in har
mony with the revival. After singing
a spirited hymn, Dr. B, gave an invi.
tation to all who had decided to follow
Christ to come to_the front and shake
hands with him and a Mr. Nimfree who
was to preach for him that morning.

About twenty-eight responded. Among | 1) g ischarge of my duties ay Inspector, will |
sarely warrant me in request'ng te know the

such as are found in- your house and
mine, and in other families in our con-
gregation,  These reflections came
upeu me £0 suddenly that you will not
be surprised when [ tell you that 1 was
melted to tears. O that the little ones
at home could be persuaded to follow
the Lord—their S8aviour. I saw little
boys and girls weeping as if their
hittle.hearts were full.  After these had
all been shaken by the band and kiud-
ly spoken to, another hymn was suug
and an invitation given for all who had
made up their minds to seek Christ, to
come forward. 1 think there were
about twelve accepted this invitation,

tinue seeking the precious Saviour.
Soon the morning services began aud
[ was pressed to take a seat in the pul
pit. The congregation filled the house,
There are galleries on every sido of |
the house ; and 1 was told that there )
were not less than twelve hundred
present.  Mr. Nimiree proached. |
After which the pulpit moved back and
disappeared through the wall: wod
frow the place where I sat on the plat.
form, there opened up.a beautitul
Baptistry, By and by the Dr, appear-
ed in the water leading into sight of
the congregation a blooming and hap-
py looking young lady. This went ou
till there were fifteen buried with
Christ in baptism. It was a heavenly
sight. They were all calm and evi
dently happy. Among the number
were two little girls about eleven or
twelve years old. On one side of the
Baptistry there wos an elevation. in
the bottom so that the heads of these
little givls were as high as that of the
Dr.  When the Dr. stood “there in the
water up to his breast, repeating ap-
propriate passages of Scripture, and
making bappy remarks, Wis™ round,
genial face beaming with harvest.joy,

by his side, as calm as a sumwmer
evening, her face radiant with the new
born joy of her soul, her flaxen tresses
flowing down upon her shoulders and
floating away on the water, I was over
wastered with emotion in contemplat-

all its bearings, Again 1 thought of.
howe aud our families aund Sabbath
school.  When will the Lord come aud
revive us, Kind regards to your
family, and all the friends. If you
thivk this wouid be iuteresting to our

Sabbath school yeu can use it we you |

please.
Very truli; yours,
G M. SAUNDERS,

Since the above was in type we have
received & longer and very interesting
letter from Mr. Saunders, which will
appear in our next, We are thankful
to say that his health is rapidly improve
ing.

PRR— — -

We had purposed to lay before our
renders some thoughts concerning the
refusal of the government to give the
reasons for Mr. Parsons dismissal,
Even the Morning Chronicle indicates
that the refusal was a mistake saying :

*“ We regres that the Gowrgmont did
not accede to the request of Mrl Holwes,
and lay upen the table the rewsons for
ousting Mr, Parsons from office.”

We have thought, however, that a
summary of what took place in the
‘House of Assembly on the subject
would shew more clearly than anything
we might say, the injustice done to
Mr. Parsons in this matter :

Mr. [lolmes onlled attention to the rea-
sons given by the Governmemt fur the
dismissal of Mr, Parsons from the Inspee-
torship of Schools tor Hulifax County.
The pupers laid on the table were us lollows :

lst. Minute of Council,

“ The Council of Public Instruction met in
the Council room this 2nd ot Sept. 1874,
* The Council dolebrated on tlngmrmy'
ce

of & change in the incumbent of the 0
l: s of Schools for the City wud County
of Halliax

‘* After mature consideration the Secretary
of the Council was lastructed to inform Mr,
Parsons that bis term of office should cease on

31st o};{)ctuhor following, and hmmu'titfw hm |
to hand over all official d )eameuts and other |

A M T A BT e e ot o -

bhim thut ull oficial documents, & ¢., must be
hunded over to his successor in uffice, ;
A, 8, Huxr,
‘C8ee.. O P Tustruciion,”

2nd. The recond was o letter from the Sue
perintendent of Kducation, as Se¥retary of he
Council of Publie Instruction, imforming Mr, -
Parsons of his d'smissul 10 take etlect on the

property belonging 1o Lis ottice
drd, The third was a letter from Mr Pursous
to Rev, A, 8 Hunt, It was as follows:

* ‘CHarrax, 16th Sept., 18732,

“Rev A. S, Huxt, M. A, R
‘wSeety. C. P 1

‘“* Dear Sir -

“* My abrence from the Provinee prevented
the reccipt of your letter ot 2ud Mareh, till
yes'erday, . :

‘1 teg to ask the cause of my dismissal hy
the Council ot Punlie Insteuction, and if any
charges have been preferred acainst me 1 de-
desire & copy.,

‘‘More than four years diligent service in

cause tor my removal trom ottiey
‘“An eary reply will oblige,
‘““Yours truly,
Sd ‘“J. Parsons,
4th. The fourth and last decnment he (Mr,
Holmes) bhad received was a letter trom Rev.

Mr.Hunt addressed to Mr. Parsons as tollows ;

“* Epveation UFrFioR, Sept, 25, 1872,
*J. Parsons, Esq.,

“ Dear Sir,= !

|
“On my roeturn to this office on Fiiday lust |
“ 1 recelved your note of the 168ch inst. l
“ Your note shail be lawd bhetore the Conneil
‘Yot Public Instruction at its earliest meeting,
Yours t uly, :
A. 8 Huxt,
Sec'y tothe O P, 1Y

This closed all the correspondenee be-
tween Mr, Parsond, the Superintendent. |
and the Council.

Mr. Holwes continued it would be scen
that the Government had deolined to in
form Mr, Pursons of any reason for his dis
wissal, If any such reason existed the |
Government had alse declined to furnish it
according to his (Mr. Holmes') request. e
had been asked by Mr. Parsons to muke
this request, which he (Mr. P\) was not
able te wake, and Governwent had refused |
to cowmply with it.  He would now ask the
Government to furnish this House with the |
reasons for the dismissal of Mr. Pureons, |
[t would be satisfuctory to the evuntry to |
know those reasons, The office was too
closely allied to the cause -of Edueation,
and ol too great importance to allow any
person to be dismissed without reason, or
without Tiaving the reasons laid before hiwm,
that both he and the country might know
them.

Hon. Prov. Secretary said that when the
hon. member for Pictou had handed in his
request he had handed it over to the Super-
intendent of Education.  He was notaware
until to-day that the hon. member had
asked for the reason of the dismissal,

Mr. Blanc¢hard asked if we were in the
age of responsible government or not?
Here had a wan been diswissed from offive ;
and now the question was asked, Why?
e would say that the government that did
not auswer that guestion om the spot weie
retrograding from all the principies ot ve.
spousible goverament,  No  guvernwment
should dismiss a public oficer without
being prepared to lay on the tahle their
resnona for doing it.  When a man held an
office he should mot be dismissed without an
oppottunity being afforded him of hearing
the reasons of his dismissal. - The prineis
Hlu was_as uld as the New Lestawment.

‘his wan  had no sueh opportumty,. e
had ucked the Governmeut to give him
their reasons, and had been refused, He
(Mr. B) telt compelled to say that it was
not the aystem on which & governwment
should be eonduoted.

Hon Prov. Sceretary thought that the
gover menat could remove a publio servant
on sufficient grounds, just as a private per-
son could remove his private servant and
when a public servant was rewmoved the
house had a right to suppose that it was
done on very good grounds and in the
interests of the publio service,

Mr, Holmes said that the house wanted
the reason fur Mr, Pursons’ dismissal in
order that they wmight judge whether he
had heen proporly dfnmim»d or not.  This
is what he had asked for the otherday, If
those rensons proved to be satisfactory, he
for one would net wove any further, and
he presuwed that no other hon gentleman
would. He thought that the Governmeént
should give these reasoms ut once fur their
own protection,

Mr. Blanchard said it was one of the
firat principles of responsible Government,
that when an officer was dismirsed hy the
Guvernment, they were bound to give the
reasons for that dismissal when they were
asked for. It such infurmation was to be
rofused the house might as well go home,
and let the Government manage the affairs
of the country without control,

Hon. Prov, Sevretary suid if he had done
exactly as the hon, member for Pictou had
requested he would have attached o piece
of paper to those handed to the hon, wew-
her, siating that Mr, Parsons had been
removed tur ** goud and sufficient reasons,”

Hon. Prov, Secretary suid Mr, Rand and
Mr, Parsone weore always busom triends
aod there was very little that took place
while Mr, Rand wae in the education effice,
that Mr. Pareonsdid notknow, But there
‘wis no feeling of harwony between Mr.
Parsons and the nt Superintendent in

‘q:l, ‘way, and in lact the government were
led to nup‘rm that Mr, Parscns would be
only too glad at sny time to take advantage
ot the present Superintendent and throw
obstaclea in the way of his carrying out
sucoessfully what should undertake.
This had g{mc on until it reached such a
point that it was necessary for the govern-

the 318t day of October next, and to lnstruct

L et Sy e B —————

move either the Superintendent or the Ine
gpector,  AS there wus no choice, and as
the Superintendent was much more use-
ful, in every way, as a provincial officer,
than Mr. Parvons was, as Tuspector of
Halifux Co., the Government felt that it
was better to remove Mr. Pareons and to
allow the Superintendent to remnin,

Mr. Blanchard sanid that it Mr. Hunt
wanted Mr. Parsons removed, and the gove
ernment felt disposed to pratify him, the
right way would have been for the Super.
intendent to have put a letter in the handas
of the government maying that he could
not any longer continue to discharge the
duties of his office effiviently while Mr,
Parons remaived Inspector,  Every one
knew -that the two offices were entively in-
dependent of each other, It would not do
for the Government to dispose of this
cm{niry ns they were now nev‘(mg to do,

Mr  Morrison said f the governwment
had not dismwssed Mr. Parson, he wauld
have done his best to dismiss them,

M. Holmes sid it scomed that the hom.

member for Colcheater had  taken wpon
himrell the functivns of the Government,
The Government must have felt somewhat
astonished to find one of their underlings
disoharging the duties that they were
cither indisposed or wnable to perform,
Mr, Holmes moved the (Ul owing resolu-
tion ==

Whereas, J Pareons has been dismissed
from the office of Tnspector of Schools for

the County of Halitax, and it u|]q‘enrs by

the correspondence on the suhjeet lnid upon
the table ol the house, that the Goverps
wment has not informed Mr. Parsons of the
reason of his dismissal, and the said cor-

, \‘vs]xmdonm does not inform  this house of

the cause of hia dismissal ;

Therefore Resolved, That this house
requests the Government to lay upon the
table of the house the reasons for which
Mr. Parsons was dismissed {rom the office

L of lospeetor of Schools, and the charges,
il any, preferred againet him.

Mr Blanchard seconded the resolution
and said that unholy hauds had been laid
upon the holy eause of edueation, and it
was prostituted for politieal p rposes . be-
fore the face of the whole country. lle
was sorry to hear that Mr. Hunt was a
party to that prostitution, tor he had
thought better of that gentleman, 1t was
mere protence to say that he was dismissed
hecause he could not agree with the Super-
intendent,

Mr, Blanchard said it was amusing to
kear the hon, Atty. General sany that the
Governwment had dismissed Mr, Parsons be-
enuse the Superintendent recommended it,
Did the hen, gentleman forget that a fow
yeurs ago the same governmont dismissed
Mr. Geurge in the face of the uurwriuwu-
dent's recommendation? They had also
dismissed an inspector in the county of
Kings and bad never to this day given their
rensons, Now when they were asked to
say why they had dismissed the insp otor
of Halifax county, they said that it wae
hecause he could not agree with the super-
intendent, :

Mr. Woodworth said that the dootrine
held hy the government upon this wmatter
was a very strange and a very dangerous
one. e could hardly believe that he wae
ritting an the representative of a cunstitu-
sncy under responsible government, aad
listening to a deolaration ol the governs
ment what they cowld of their pwn mere
wotion dischurge any official they pleased
without giving the reasous to this house,
He had heard of such things n the middle
ages,  He had heard of the Star Chamber,
but he did not know that such an institu.
tion existed in British Aweriea.  He would
ask hon: mewbers om hoth sides of the
house il such a decluration as the governs
ment had wmade did not savour of \yranny
and oppression, The weunest criminal
that was committed for the smallcst act of
felony, was entitled to a hearing.  But the
government after waiting for seven mouthe,
and being asked in the press for the
grounds of this diswissal, and after laying
on the table the papers containing what
proved to be a very modest request from
the dismissed Inspector for the reasons for
his removal, had come down and stated
through the hon. Prov, Seo. that there was
enly one ground fur the removal of that offi-
cer. That reason was that he was the bosom
friend of Rand, and thas they were alraid
that he would communionte with his bosom
friend some things that occurred in the
Superintendent’s offee ; though they did
wot sy that he hud ever done so. Thoy
discharge Mr, Parsons without any oause
alleged. 1t was not pretended that he hud
done-anything beneath the dignity of his
office, ur that he was not an enthusinstie
edacationist, working with all the scal
and ability at his command, He conten.
ded that the govermment were hound te
give the reasons for their conduct, If
they now took shelter under a vote of the
wajority ot this House, und refused to give
their reasons, they would stand condemned,

on, Attoruey General gave a lengthy
spoech in defence of the government to
which Mr. Blanohard and others replied.

dWhm the vote was taken there appear-
ed

For ' the Resolution : — Messrs. Rottie,
Mare, MoRae, Vickery, Dr. Campbell, Pineco,

Allison, Woodworth, lolmes, Blanchard
and MoKay,—11

Againgt it ;==Messrs, Freoman, KEisen-
hauer, Gayton, Archibald and Russ, Hon,
Mr. Robertson, Mr. Wylde, Hon. Mr,
Fergusson, Hon, Prov, Secretary, kon,
Commr of Orown Lands, Hoo, Commwr,
"Minee, Hen, Atty, General, Mossrs. John-
ston, ‘i\ylw. Kl!k. Morrisen, MeDonald,
Doucette, ©. J. Campbell and DesBrisay,

went 0 meve in the matter, to re-

‘l‘l;o resolution was therefore lost.
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