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BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1873. 

Sunvay, March 16th, 1873. 

Jucob and Esao.—Gen. xxvii, 30-40. 

GoLpeny Texr.—* And Esau said unto 

his futher, Hast thou but one blessing, my 
father ¢ Bless me, even me also, UO my 
father, And Esau lifted up his voice, and 

wept.’ vs. 38. 

OomMiT 70 MEMORY. == Verses 37-40, 

Summary, — Notwithstanding Jacobs’ 
fraud, God confirmed the stolen blessing, 
and notwithstanding Esau's bitter griel, 
the blessing wae denied him, 

va, 30-33. 
111. 

ANALYSIS, = 1. Toe Late, 

Esauw's Portion, ve, 38:40, 

Exposition, = Connecting links, — We 
find ourselves to-day .in the presence of 
Abraham's descendants. Surah is dead 

and buried, Chap. xxiii. Abraham also 

is dend. Chap, xxv, 8. The Ind whom 
we saw given to God by the futher, and 
back to the lather by God, has been married, 

after u romantic, vicarious courtship, chup, 

xxiv, and has become the father of twin 

boys. Chap. xxv, 22:34. - These boys 
bave grown up to munhood, with traits ol 
character totally diverse, as though they 
belonged to different races,—one of those 
unaccountable facts 80 often occurring, 

where the principle of variation in off 
spring comes to view in the most striking 
manner, Esau was first-born, Esau ap- 

penrs us a frank, impulsive, affectionate, 

uncaleulating fellow, — rather an interest. 
_ ing and prepossessing ehild of nature, 

Jacob is by nature selfish, deceitiul, un- 

scrupulous ; but he knows*® hat is for his 

terest, and can sacrifice any present good | 
for the ultimate reward. Unhappily, the 
parents are not impartial toward their 
children Jacob is Rebekub's favorite ; 

Esau Isauc's. Such partinlitios are almost 
sure to make trouble in « family. * They 
made plenty of it in this case, Jacob 
wennly gets trom Esau bis birthright, us 
first-born, And this, with the Hebrews, 

was a most valuable right. Especially was 
it #0 at this time, when the whole eleot 

nation was to cue of one of the brothers 

ouly. Bsau shows his lack of faith in 
God, and of appreciation of his promise, 
by the reckless wauner in which he sold, 

or rather threw away his high pr vilege, 
After this, they lived on until Isano wus 
near his end,—a poor old, feeble, blind 

patriarch, just waiting (rom day to day for 
the finul call. le wished to give to his 
favorite and first-born the final blessing, 

which seoms, in those days, in the case ol 

the patriurchs, to have been given by iu. 

spiration of God, = 

Verse 30. As soon as, ete. He had 

need to hasten. Esau was likely to come 
in upon him, What an encounter, what 

on explosion, in that case! Sin, fraud, 
deceit, make veccasion for fear. Honesty, 

integrity, sincerity, enable one to move on 
with open brow, fearlessly. Juoub waw off 
not a whit 00 soon, Scarce gone oul 

when Esau came in. So near was Jucob to 

failing, What little events give shape to 
the affairs of wen,—to the destiny of in- 
dividuals and nations! * Large dours 
turn on small hinges.” By the very litte 
hela the huge ship is turned at will, It 
all sees to have happened, Iv looks like 
chance, But God rules. 

way and sway, Even wicked wen nre in. 
his hand, and bis providenee comprehends. 
their acting. It was God's will that Jacob 
should have the blessing. It does not ful. 
low that Jacob's mode of getting it was 
right. It was God's will that Christ 
should be crucified ; but the hands that did 
the deed are fitly culled ** wicked hands.” 
Does any one say, ** We cnonoface how 
both these things can be true”? Well, 
suppose you do not see how ? ls this the 
only thing you do not understand ?  Semo 
things are true whose explamation will 
never be understood by philosopher or 
archangels. It is & great attainment for 
owe to know that ho cannot know cvery. 
thing, and to accept truth on its sufficient 
evidence, though it do net appear how one 
truth fits in with amother. From his 
hunting. See ohaps. xzv. 27, and xxvil. 
3, & 

Verse 31, — Suveury meat, Heb, ** deli 
eacies.” No suspicion has crossgd Esau's 
mind, He loves bis father, wants the 
paternal blessing, and has done all that 
was asked. It was the moment of high 
and confident hope. The prise which the 

His will bos | 
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finnl blessing was to secure was wlready 

within his grasp. We find our sympathies 

enlisted. We feel with him and for him. 

We hear him eny: Let my father nvise, 

ete., and dread the reply which we know 

must come, Was Eeau quite honest, in 

trying to get the first-born’s blessing after 

sclling the first-born's right? Both broth. 

ers were at fault, o 

Verse 32 — Who art theu? Strange 

question, So Esau wust have thought, 

lle was as much “perplexed, doubtless, as 

[sane wis when Esau enlled on him to vise, 

Poor old blind saint, duped by his wife and 

son, =no wonder Le is confounded. ** Who 

ast thou?" Now he reeognises the true 

voice of Esau, und knows himscll to have 

heen deceived, . E-nu's answer shows what 

wis uppermost in his mind, Thy Son, in 

want of a father's blessing. Thy first: 
born, come to have the rights and privil- 

eges, und glorious promises of thy first. 

horn scaled to me, now he feels the value 

of the gift as he did not when, in a moment 

of ‘petulent impulse, he bartered away that 

birthright for the merest trifle. Chap. 

xxv. 34, ‘How does our view of spiritual 
Llessipgs change with change of circu. 

stances ! 

Verse 33.——Trembled very exceedingly. 

Most pitinble!  Betrnyed by his wile nnd 

son, und filing in his, cherished wish con. 
cerning his fivorite. With this was prob. 

ably mingled a sense of God's presence 

und controly=ruling in the midst of all 

this wretched: tangle. Sceing that the 

blessing tine gone from his mouth ; know. 

ing tht God bad rpoken by him—not like 

him, ignurantly, but of purpose—and re- 

cognizing the divine will as not only con. 
trary t) has, but supreme over his, he ae. 

cepts tho situation, fulls in with the divine 

arrangement, and says to Esau, 1 have 
blessed him yea, and he shall be blessed, lt 

is our wisdow to soy, ** Not my will, but 
Thine, be done,” even when our wills have 

been wost crossed, and even crushed. 

Verse 34.— Cried with a great and ex. 
ceeding bitter cry. Most emphatic lang. 
ange! A most heart-rending spectacle ! 
His anguish is extreme. Mingled with 

bitter disnppointwent his rage at his treach. 
erous brother, and perhaps also at his 
treacherous wother, Despair wrings from 
his soul the ery,~al/most despair, not 
quite ; for he can yet call out, with a gleaw 
of hope that it is not yet too late, Bless 

me, even. me alsu, O my father, lle seems 

not to recognize clearly that the power to 

bless was ‘not in the father, but in the 

father's God , und so fancies that it is for 
his father to decide, What nervous 
energy, what vehement, sorrowful passion 

in the word: | Suuh capability of anguish 
in a human Leart! : 

Verse 35. —And he (i. e., lsane] said, | 

With subtilty, 1. e, deceit, fraud. The 

father docs not pretend to justify Jacob, 

even though he recognizes God's will. 

This act wax in keeping with Jacob's 

character, and of course the father knew 

only too well that character, Some have 
thought that his selfishness was dethroned, 
und Lis conversion to God eflected, when 

he wrestled with the ang] of God, on his 
return to meet Esau, years after this event, 

Verse 30. — And he [Esau] said, . 

rightly named Jacob,  Supplanted,—~do- 

ceive, defraud, circumvent, The word 

has in Hebrew the same root and weaning 

as the nawe Jacob, Two times, He 

bitterly remembers his own fully, and 

Juoob's selfish craltiness, in the matter of 

the birth-right. What bitter memorics 
we lay up for ourselves, by our wicked 

follies ! And still Esau has just a little 
hope. Hast thou nol a blessing for me? 
Must | gor unblessed ? Poor, pour, wretch. 

ed man! : 

Verse 37.1 have made him thy lord. 
I, ns expressing all unintentionally the ‘will 

of God. Not I, ns by myself. This was 
why there could be no change. * Lord," 

as superior in power, privilege, and, as 

the history Of the nations afterward proved, 

lord in that the Israelites were to have 
dowinion over the Edowmiws, With corn 

and wine,~occupying Palestine, which 
was in ancient times extremely fertile. 

And what shall 1 do unto thee, my son? 
He has no message of good to give him, iu 
the form of blessing, 

Verse 38,— Hast thou but one blessing ? 
Jacob's blessing must remain, but may I 
not be blessed ule), in like manner and de- 
gree? Bless me, even me also, O my 
Sather, ws verse 34. Ropetition gives 
emphasis. Such rueful pathos, Lifted wp 
his voice and wept, Here is repentance, 
but unavailing. Heb, xii. 10,17. Well 
is hiv example held up to the world as o 
most solemn appeal and warning. It is so 
éasy to sin away the day of grace,~to 

THE CHRISTIAN 
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MESSENGER. 
Verse 89.—We have not v0 much a 

blessing, ns a statement of that which the 

loss of the blessing. was to be, Thy dwelling 
shall be the fatness, ote, The margin reads, 

“of the fatness ”; but it ehould be trans. 

lated, ** without the fatness,’ —away from 

it. So, away from the dew of heaven, 

In the Hebrew the preposition rendered 

“of” means first ** from,” and one mean 

ing is ** apart from.” So in Prov, xx. 3. 

Verse 40.— Have dominion, Or, rather, 

shake, move ~ violently, stir himself to_ 

shake off tho yoke; then he should break 

it. The nation was to be like Esau, im- 

petuous, not steady of purpose. The tract 

inhibited by the Idumenns, the region of 

Mount Seir, and the deserted districts in 

the-west und northwest of it, belong yer 

haps to the most desclate parts of the 

globe, 

Questions, — What was the subject of the 
lost lesson? Between the events of that 
and to-day’s, what has become of Isaac's 
father? Chap. xxv. 8. Of lhe mother? 

Chap, xxiii, Whom has Isane married? 
Chap. xxiv. What boys born to him? 

Chup, xxv, 22.24, The character of each ? 
Chap. xxv, 2704. lsanc’s age and condi- 
tion at the time of our present lesson? 
Verre 1. His request? Ves. 25. What 
had Jacob and his mother done, on hear- 
ing this request? Vas: 5-27. What was 
Jacob's blessing? Ves, 28-20. 

Va 30. When did Esau come in? What 
if hie hind como before Jucob was blessed ? 
Was it merely hy chance that he did not ? 

Ve. 31, Whatdid Esaa bring? What 
did he say? Why did he 80 muchwish the 
father s blessing ? 

Va 32. What was the father's reply ? 
Why did Esau say, ** thy first-born "? 

Va. 33. The reason of Isauc'’s agitation ? 
Did he not know whom he had blessed ? 
Va. 35. What did he say of Jacob's 
blessing? Did he in blessing speak as 
God's prophet ? 

Vs. 34. What 
Chap. xxv. 34, : 

Vs, 806. Did Isano gs mot of Jacob's 
course? Why did God bless him? Row. 
ix, 11, 

Ves, 36-38. What did Esau think of 
Jacoh? Did he regret his own folly? 
What did he beg for? Could his father 
help him ? How can we avoid such sor- 
row ? 

Vas, 39, 40. What kind of a country 
was Esau to have? How live? His rela: 
tion to Jacub? 

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher, 
Seripturé Catechism, 105. 

wis Esau's lament? 

SuNpay, March 23rd. — Jacob at Bethel, 
-— Gien, xxviii, 10.13. 
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Youths’ Department, 
De 

HOPE'S SONG. 

1 hear it singing, singing sweetly, 
Softly in an under tune, 

Singing as if God had taught it, 
+ It is better farther on!" 

Night and day it sings the song, 
Sings it while | sit alone, : 

Sings so that the heart way hear it, 
“ It is better farther on!" . 

Sits upon the grave and sings it, 
Sings it when the heart would groan, 

Sings 1t when the shadows darken, 
It is better farther on!" 

Farther on? How much farther? 
Count the milestones one by one, 

No! no eounting=—only trusting 
“It is better farther on!” 

-—— ees Ce —e-— ia 

MIDGE'S RIDE, 

It was a hot, dusty morning in midsum- 
mer, Biddy sat upon the curb.stone by 
the oldstown pump, and what do you 
think she was doing? Bathing baby 
Midge with a bit of soft white muslin she 
had found clinging to the handle of the 
pump as she came up to it, 
_ “There, now, ye titsy-bitsy darlin," ye 

wee beautiful childie ; ye'll be white as a 
snowdrap and swate as & honeysuckle, and 
I'am going to eat yo clean up when | get 
through, so I be, so 1 be, so I bese!’ 
And Buddy's veice went off into a jubi. 

lant little trill, in which Midge joined with 
all her baby powers, 

“ When you get baby washed, if you'll 

let me I'll take her to ride,” said a sweet 
childish voice from the sidewalk, 

Biddy looked up and saw a beautiful 
little girl with a carriage fit for w fairy 
queen and all court attendants, 
“Oh, mercy! ye woulda't tuke the likes 

0' Midge Malone to ride in that fine ker- 
ridge mow, would ye?” exclaimed Biddy 
with mouth and eyes wide open with as. 
tonishment, 
“Why not? I'd like to if you'll let 

me." Ev 

There was a wishful look in the little 
girl's face which Biddy couldn't under- 
stand at all. She looked at the fairy 
chariot, with ite snowy pillow-eushions, 

pass the boundary of hope. and its dainty-curtaios of the softest lace, 

an ar —— S———— TN wana. aan - ge 

whicl. were carefully closed as if to sheltey 
the face of some dainty sleeper. Then 
Biddy looked at rugged Midge, and lastly 

at the beautiful little girl, repeating the 
inoredulous question: Yo wouldn't 
now, honey, do sich a lovely curis thing ? 

v See if 1 wouldn't,” retuned the little 

girl, smiling at’ Biddy's doubtlulness, 
Biddy fell to kissing Midge ecstaticaily, 

and then sprang with an cxclamation of 
delight to where the little stranger stood 
upon the sidewalk. 

** But what'll ye do with yer own baby ? 
There won't be room for two in the likes 

o' that tit-bit of a kerridge,” Biddy asked, 

drawing suddenly back. 
* There isn't nny, baby there,” the little 

girl said, mourntully ; and she parted the 
curtains and disclosed an empty carriage. 

Biddy gazed into it a moment silently, 
and then asked wonderingly : 

“ Where is it? Ter home?” 

** Yes—at—howe with Jesus!" replied 
the little girl in a trembling voice, 

‘* Yo don’t say ! I'm corry for ye,” Bid. 
dy's voice grew soft with sympathy, 

*“ What for ye haul the empty kerridge 
round ? 

“ Mamma lets me because it comforts 
me, I close the curtnins and it seems as 

it Angel were really there, and sometimes 

[ find sowe other baby—the little girl 

finished the sentence with a sob, while big 

round tears fell fast from Biddy's eyes upon 
the soft white hands ol the child that were 
lying Midge down tenderly among the 

cushions—ns tenderly we il it were Angel 
herself, instead of little ragged Midge.” 

The curtains were drawn, and whether 
the baby passenger wee Angel or Midge 

t'wne all the same to the passers-by ; and 
"am sure t'was all the same to the gentle 
watchers up where Angel hud gone. 
Why should we wonder if Biddy, with 

her bare brown feet, did walk beside the 

beautitul child through all that summer 
worning ?. Were they not sister spirits in 
innocence and love! The birds that flitted 
through the shadows above their leads 
were glad because of it, and Biddy was 
happy, while little Midge slept sweetly, 
and the beautiful child {fancied Angel had 
come back to her again, 

WHAT AILED OLIVER! 

“ Get up, little boy! You are lying in 
bed too long: breakfust soon will be ready. 
The eanary-bird has taken his bath, and is 
now singing a sweet song Get up, get 

up, or | shall throw this pillow at you!" 

That is what Sister Charlotte said to 

Oliver Reed, one frosty morning in Nove 
ember, [le was a good little fellow ; but 

he had one fuult,—he was too fund of lying 
in bed in the morning, 

* Don't throw the pillow at me!” oried 

Oliver; ** I'll promise to get up in five 
minutes 

“If you would be * healthy wealthy, and 
wise,” you must rise early, little boy,” said 
Charlotte, 
When Oliver came down to the breakfuat- 

table, his father said, **Llow is this, Oliver? 

You are late again’ 
Oliver. hung his head ; and Charlotte 

said, © 1 woke him in good season, sir; 
but he went off to slecp again the minute 
I left the room, though he promised to be 
up in five minutes." 
* | went to sleep, and forgot all about 

it,” said Oliver, 

* Come here, hy boy, and let me feel 
your pulse,” said his father. * I should 
not wonder if poor Oliver were suffering 
from a disease which is very common a4 
this time.” ; 

Oliver gave his hand to his father, who, 

after feeling his pulse, said : + Yes, it 
is a8 [ thought, Poor Oliver has Sifbk’s 

disease. Take him 1 
lotte. Darken the room, and let him go to 

sleep again, Put his lreakfust by the side 
of the hed; und, when he flecls strong 
enough he can eat it, Ie way stay ut 
home from school to-day.” 
The little bov wondered what Slack’s 

disense could be ; but he went up staipe 
with his sister, and was put to bed. Ile 
could not sleep, however, He heard chil 
dren playing out of doors ; he heard Punto 
barking, and Tommy, the canary-hird, 
singing a sweet song. 

Then Oliver called his sister, and said, 
** Charloste, what is Slaok's disease ? Is it 
dangerous 2" 
«I rather think not,” said Charlotte. 

“ You dear little simpleton, don’t you know 
what father meant? He weant that you 
were troubled with laziness ; that's all 

Oliver saw that » trick bad been played 
on him, He jumped out of bed, dressed 
and ate his breakfast, and ran off to school, 
where he arrived just in season, 

Since thet day Oliver has been the first 
up in the house. He Is no longer troubled 
with Slack's disease. — The Nur 
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ANDAL, THE ORIGIN OF SC 

Said Mrs. A. 
To Mrs. J., 

[n quite a confidential way, 
“ It seems $0 me 
That Mrs. B. 

Takes too much—of something—in her tea,” 
And Mrs, J. >i 
To Mrs. K., 

That night was overheard to say— 
She grieved to touch 
Upon it much, 

But ¢ Mrs. B, took—such and such !” 
Then Mrs. K, 
Went straight away 

And told a [riend, the sell-snme day, 
* "T'was sad to think "'— 
Here same a wink — 

“ That Mrs, B. was fond of drink.” 
The friend's disgust 
Was such she must 

Inform a lady, ** whom she nussed,” 
“ That Mrs, B. 
At half past three 

‘Was that far gone she couldn't tee!’ 
This lady we 
Have mentioned, she 

Gave needle-work to Mrs, B., 
And at such news 
Could scarcely choose 

But further necdle-work refuse. 
Then Mrs, B , 
As you'll agree, 

Quite a y--she said, said she, 
That she would track. 
The scandal back 

To those who made her look so black. 
Through Mrs. K. 
And Mrs, J, 

She got at last to Mrs, A, . 
And asked her why, 
With cruel lie, 

She painted her 80 deep a dye? 
Said Mrs. A, 
In sore dismay, 

* [ no sueh thing could ever say 
I said that you 
Had stouter grew 

On too much sugar—which you do!" 
wo —— 

LEGAL ADVICE ON COMMON 
TOPICS, 

A note dated on Sunday is void. 

A note obtained by fraud, or from one 
intoxicated, can not be eolicoted. 

If a note be lost or stolen, it does not 
release the maker—he must pay it. 
An indorser of a note is exempt from 

liability if not served with notice of ite 
dishonor within twenty-four hours of its 
non-payment. 

A note by a minor is void, 
Notes bear interest only when so stated. 
Principals aie responsible for their 

agents, 

Each individual partoerslip is respon. 
sible for the whole amount of the firm, 

Ignorance of the law excuses no one, 
It is a fraud to conceal a fraud. 

The law compels no one to do impossi- 
bilities. 

An agreement without consideration is 
void, 

Signatures in lead pencil are good in law, 
A receipt lor money is not legally con- 

clunive, 

The aots of one partner bind all the 
others, 

Contracts made on Sunday can not be 
enforced. 

A contract made with a minor is void 

A contract made with a lunatic is void, 
- — 

A FISII’'S MEAL. 

The piscine inmates of the Brighton 
Aquarium, it would seem, do not quite ee- 
cape the perils of the deep. One might 
have thought that these fishes would in 

their *¢ little tamk agree,’ and help to make 
life under such circumstamces us ploasant 

supposed, would be the last to fall a prey 
to his epiourian fellow-prisoners. He 
found an enemy in the person of the dog- 
fish, who way have owed him a grudge 
from the time when they were together in 

the sen. Whether such was the case or 
not will mever be ascertained. The octo. 
pus, sinee his inearceration, had built him. 

he resided. He did mot seem quite conten. 
tel with his abode of delicacies, and mus 

necds take his walks abroad, Ie was not 
in the habit of leaving home, probably 
knowing that he was not on the best ot 
terns with his noighbors, On Tuesday 
week he ventured to take a little exercise, 

or way be 42 ree the effects of his grotto 
from the outside, He was not permitted to 
walk far amd enjoy the scenery; for the 
“+ dog fish" poumced upon him and devour 
ed him whole. This impudent puppy was 
immediately “executed—not so much to 
expiate his crime as to allow of a post mer 
tem examination being made, in the hope 
of setting the prisoner free. It was too 
late-—octopus was dead, and so was the 
dog- fish. 
BO FS — 
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sory, 
18 is only those who are despicable who 

fear being despised. ; 

as possible. ~ But such is not the case, 
Tho octopus, one might naturally have 

self **a house of living oysters," wherein ° 
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