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" THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

©orrespondence,

& For the Christian Messenger.

THE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE.

My Dear Sir,—

On Wednesday the 8th inst., there were
three meetings.

In Association Hall the firet speaker was
Dr. Dorner ‘of the University of Berlin,
who explained and exjosed the new dogma
of the infallibility «of the Pope. The fol-
fowing is a characteristic passage :

Since the Pope  henceforth takes this
position, a great change awaits the Catholic
Church, demanding our deepest sympathy.
For, ought it not to grieve vs that so large
a portion of Christendom which Christ has
redeemed should again fall so low as that
under the name and appearauce of unity,
the Romish Church should become a des-

tism, the most absolute monarchy ever
Er))own ? Herein, likewise, is involved a
rupture of unity, a dualiem, by which the
uniformity and unity of the meibers in
particiation in the Holy Spirit is done
away with, since the wisdom and will of
the Holy Spirit are said to concentrate
themeelves in one member while the others
called by the apostle Peter ** & royal priest-
hood,” are sajd not to have their immediate
part in the Hely Spirit, but only through
the high priest.  Does not this renew the
distinetion of the religion of priests before
Christ, with a boldness hitherio unknown ?
W hat a disunion such & unity brings with-
in the body of the Roman Catholic Chureh
itself ! Christ says that -the water bhe will

ive is to be a well of waters springing up
in the believer himse It unto everlasting life.
The new dogma will no longer have the
Holy Spirit to dwell independently in the
members ; they are not to have wells ot life,
s.reaminyg forth from the mysterious depthe
of the water of the Divine Spirit and word;
but merely passive channels for the water
whice is to flow forth [rom the Tiber to]
Rome, to enrich the globe.

Dr. D. discussed al:o the question of
« Nominal Protestantism,” showing that
while the Reformation rettored freedom to
the European mind, many bave abused that
blessing by abandoning the authority of
revelation and propagating the antisuper-
natural opinions which ‘have exerted a
withering influence on true religion, es-
pecially in Germany and France.

Dr. Hitel.cock, of the Union Theological
Seminary, New York, followed on the same
side.

Dr. Fisch of Paris delivered an excellent
discourse on ** The revival of Popery in
France,” which he attributed to the inde-
fatigable efforts of the Jesuits, who educate
the noblemen, *‘so that thote noblemen still
live in the middle ages,” and take care to
keep the maes of the people in *“ holy ig-
norance.”’ :

The Jesuitical endeavours are sustained
by pilgrimages. Bat ** there will be a
terrible reaction by and by.”

While they are covering France with

__churches and pilgrimages, we have covered

France with Bibles. We have circulated
four mwillions of Bibles. We bave preached
in the dancing halls —we bave no other—
among the Romun Catholics who are thirsty
for Guspel truths, and the Holy Ghost is
doing a great work. Religious liberty is
still secure. Six months ago a propsal
was made to give w France a perfect relig:
ious liberty which we never had. This
proposal went into the hands of a cow-
mittee, composed of 13 clericals and two
liberals, and they were unanimously agrecd
that it should be laid before the house.
And since we have religious ‘liberty with
France so we!l prepared, when Popery bas
shown to the pation whas it is, with that
longing for reformation, what may we not
be? Then, my Christian friends ol Ame-
rica, you will stand with us under any-
thing. France lies before us like a wound-
ed man in the rond, aond you will be the
good Samaritan—you wi.l have compassion
upon us. Let no one say tbat the work in
France is very slow and repays little of the
work in its bebalf. Such a one is certuin-
ly no Aoglo-Saxon, and certainly & poor
gﬁ%’ﬁ'ﬁﬁf‘""ﬁ)ﬁ""ﬂ“‘ﬂb‘&m go ahcad
and never mind obstacles® You overcome
them. But we have a good work, and
shall succeed at lasw

The Rev. Leopold Witte, Coethen, Prus-
sia ex pounded recent legislation in Germany
r specting the Church.  Four laws have
been enacted. After eruwerating them
and pointing out tho apparent beces-
sity for thie legislatior, and the reasons on
which it was founded, Mr. Witte eaid, in
conclusion :

True, I cannot agree with everything’
contained in these laws. To define, for
instance, the limits of clerical learning— the
measure of knowledge in literatire and
philosophy, which the priests have t»
acquire* all this ought to be left to the
decisioni of the religious denominations
themselves. But on the whole, there was
an urgent necessity for those or similar
laws.  Ope thing, howeter, the State
should never forget: Spiritual powers
cannot be finally vanquished by external
means and regulations. It wants religious
truth to down religious falseb od.
May Prussia support and strengthen the
bearers of such truth, and shewill come
out  of the struggle victorious. -Let the

| toundly impressed by it.

Pf%iemil with it.

German Guvernment, as it has begun to do
in the case of Bishop Reinkens, support and
strengthen the Old Catholic muvement.
Let it support the efforts of the Evangelical
Church to establish human society on the
eteroal principles of the Word of God.
Let the State proclaim the freedom and
independence of the Evangelical Church,
and surrender to the same its property.
Let the whole nation breathe the air of
religious freedom, and the dangers by
which the State is threatened at present
will disappear as the mist before the sun.
The Swate alone can hardly hope finally
and suceessfully to resist the overwhelming
power and influence of the Romish priests
But there is one power wightier than
Rome and all the States of the world, and
whosoever is in close alliance with it may be
sure to be crowned with victory. Faithtul
to Jesus Christ, and free 'rom the pressure
ot the State, the Church of the Gospel will
be victorious against the Cnurch of spirit-
val bondage, aud the State enjoying the
blessings of such-a church will dourish and
prosper to do God’s will.

The second section met in St. Paul's
Church. Dr. Kraft of Bonn read a loog
paper on ** The Old Catholic movement,”
explaining and vindicating it. A commu-
nication from the Old Catholics, signed by
Bishop Reinkens and others was read, and
apother from Pere Hyacinthe,

Dr. Prower of Geneva presented a paper
on ‘¢ Catholicism in Switzerland.”

Dr. Storrs of Brooklyn addressed the
meeting on ** Rome's Appeal to educated
Frotestants.”” - [ler advucates labour to
convince us that Romanism only is power-
ful enough to carry vnsthe conflict with the
Infidelity of the age.

Ot course, we hold that much of this is

unhistorical, purely fanciful ; that it is the
Gospel, as a living foree, working apart
from, and often directly against, the hier-
archy, which has doone the best part of this
and that the history of the” Church, as an
organization, is marked by bigotries, pride
percecution, license; by ioquisition like
forquemada ; by prelates and pontiffs like
the Borgias and the Medicis. But to those
minds whose attitude toward it I am seek-
ing"to present, the different aspect is the
one which it offers, and often they are pro-
Then it appeals
to them by its cordial relations to all the
fine arte—music, painting, sculpture, arch-
itecturte—to whatever impresses most and
deligits the senses and the tastes. Its
cathedrals are the wonders of the world,
mountains of rock work, set to music. Its
elaborate, opulent, mighty masses make the
common hymn tunes of Protestantism
sound like the twitter of sparrows amid the
mighty rush and wail of concentrating
' winds. Its ritual is splendid, scenic, and
impressive to the highest degree, and all is
exquisitely pervaded and modulated by the
doctrine whieh uunderlies it. Every ser-
vice, every vestmént even, 18 full of sigoifi-
cance. Nothing is too ornate or magnificent
to be incurporated at once into its majestic
and superb ceremonial. Jt moves, as it
fights, like ae army with banners. Now
to one who wants his whole esthetic nature
gratified and educated in his worship, who
accepts this pature as from God, and feels
its subtle impulsions demanding a lawlul
and large dowain, this attraction is very
powerful, while the occasional attewpts of
ambitious high-churchmen to ewulate ‘that
which the blundering genius of wany cep-
turies and lands has produced, are to him
simply ludicrous—hke represenging the
walls of Warwick Castle in cake and sugar,
or building an edifice lise St. Peter's of
scantling and boards. [Loud applause.]

The third session met in the Fourth
Avenue Presbyterian Chureh, where Dr.
Fisher of Yale College discussed ** Pro-
testantism, Rowanism, and Modern Civili-
gation ;” Rev. T. Lorriaux of Paris,
¢+ The evangelization of France; Dr. Coulin
of Geneva, *‘* The training required to
enable Protestant Ministers effectually
to mect the intellectual dewands of the
Age;” and Dr. Hovey on ** Christian
Liberty,” which he treated in true Baptist
fashion.

An extract from Dr. Coulin’s paper is
appended :

Who would deny our century is especi-
ally in need of scli-sacrificing, consecrated
wmen? Then if Jesus should reappear
among us we canndt doubt but that bis
character - would be  just what our Gospels
have faithfully handed over to us. Per-
feetion 18 unalicrable. So he would be just
as we know him in his wmeekness, in his
strength, in his perlect submission o God's
will, espccially in his self-sacrificing devot-
edoess. And now as then mainly by tie
manifestation of that character in words
would he enlighten the world and found
the kiogdom of heaven. Let us, then, put
on the same character aod ‘impress our
This generation has gune

ith miracles ; well then eowm
cept the miracle of Christian excellence.
As of yore, the light will be welcowmed by
sume and shuaned by others. .Christ in us
will again goad the world to opposition.
But it the world hate us, let us tuke care
it ehould hate ue as it hated Christ, and
that it sbould thereby be nude inexcusable ;
and besides, as mioisters, we should per-
sonify the People look to us, -not
to heaven. Our Christian soundness is the
light of our flock ; our inconsistencies are
the excuses of those who refuse to come to

redppear among us, no doubt He would
bring with Him the same social spirit

which is manifest in His lile. He would

pel it t.ac- |

Christ to get ife. Were Jesus Christ to |

take no part in politics ; He would say to
those who would tempt him to do so ; my
kingdow is not ot this world! With his
broad sympathies he would not be over-
particular about details. In the midst of
the present literary, ecientific,and economi-
cal excitemént he would ever assers that
but one thing is needful. He would doubt-

less, as of yore, travel from place to place ;

no more from Galilee to Jerusalem, but
trom Europe to America in a spirit of self-

sacrifice for the sake_of doing good. He
would be everything to all men, would ad-
drese monarchs, wealthy men, learned men,
but the poor especially would have his most
loving attention because they are sufferers,

and because, in spite of appearances, they

are nearer the kingdom of heaven. He
would not only teach in synagogues and

under the porticoes of temples, but in pub-

lic squares and on the shores of lakes, in rail-

way trains and steam packets, always in a
language simple and ada to the facul-
ties of bhis hearers, blending in his expatia-
tions the visible with tne invisible. His
lile would thus be a busy life, raught with
occasional fatigue, but refreshed with con-.
stant meditation and prayer. Would that
the men of the present day prayed more
constantly ! The battle of life being now
harder yn account of the many new paths
opened up to our eénergy, we have a more
pressing need of climbing the mountain
and silently communing with God. When
we arg asked what ministers ought to do to
meet the needs of the present day,methinks
it is giving no useless advice when I urge
them to give one hour a day to what the

very Gospel has called the Ministry of
Prayer.

i be this as it may, Jesus Christ, the liv-

ng Jesus Christ of the Gospel, such is the
ldeal we must exch of us try to aim at, in
order to meet the intellectual and practical
exigencies of -the age. Let us become
Christ-bearers, and we reed not fear to be
found wanting. This i8 no new device,
you will say. Newer than one thinks.
Would to God we needed not the advice !
Let the Church—and the Chareh is repre-
sented by her ministers—let the Church
return to her fuuntain, to Christ, and be-
come the living manifestation of Christ.
She may pot christian:ze the world. - That
promise was never held out to her. But
she will judge the world ; she will shew
up the inmost thoughts and sift out God’s
people ; she will gather in her folds those
who have been elected  for ealvation, and
will leave the rest of mankind without an
excuse. Thiough her the Holy Ghost will
convict the world of sjn, of justice, and of
Jjudgment. _

~ In the alternoon the Delegates were con-
veyed to Greenwood Cemetry and afterwards
to Brooklyn, in carriages provided by A. T.
Stewart, E:q. . At Brooklyn they met in
the Academy of Music, having first enjoyed
an excellent dioner, furnished by the
Brooklyn friends. Many speeches were
delivered, the longest of which was by the
Rev. Henry Ward. Beecher, who was in
every respect at home. Then Rev. G. M.
Grant of Halifax said :

Mg. CHairuaN: lo responding on behalf
of the Canadian delegates to your formal

welcome, I think it is only fair to state for-

manifest reasous that no members attend-
ing the Alliance are more in aceord with
its hopes than those who come trom Canada.
Out of 240 delegates, some 50 are from
Capada—an excess of representation, 1
bave 0o doubt some may think, but we all.
who koow what Canada is, think it small
enouzh, = Our nationality bhas been borp
80 recently that we have scarcely had time
to know ourselves as yet, and therefore we
don't wonder at the ignorance of others.
It is only six years ago that Canada was an
inland province. Since then she has in-
creased rapidly in population and resources
openiog mines, building colieges, railways
and churches, and already we are hoping
80on to outstrip you in the United States,
and leave you second. [Applause.] We
came to the Alliance for special reasone.
Although large in body we are small soci-
ally and religiously, and in our erude con-
dition we need that this unity of ours
should be aniwated with one life, and
we know there is no power on earth that
can give thatto a people excepk. the Spirit
of God fusing them into & common Chris-
tisn life. One of the first fruits of the
Allinnce at this time bas been the forma-
tion of an independent Canada branch' with
iostructivns to form branches over every
part of the land, so that when the Alliance
next ¢ to America it will come to
Canada instead of the United States. [Ap-
plause ] ' ;

-

Rev.Charles Stovel of London ‘“‘expressed

humself as very grateful for the kindness

which he bad received and for the oppor-
tunity of showing his feeling in that re.
gard. It encouraged bim to look forward
t better times to come. He thougbt the
Alliance had advanced tar in the unfolding
ot truths which will work when the assem-
bly isover. Ho did not think that the influ-
ence would be lasting ; they would only be
so when all persons were bowing down be-
fore the throne of God, and obeying his
edicts. Every man should belicve in the
Atonement which Christ bad wrought and
realize in his own eoul that belief in the sul-

Ny

vation, and then epread it abroad and re-
joice to eee in the bearts of the multitude.
Time was in England when they used to
shiver at the thought of being brought
in collision with America. He hoped that
this meeting would wake that impossible.
[Applause.] He hoped that the influence
of the meeting would be world-wide and
that the union in Christ would ¢owe goon,

On Thursday the 9th inst., there were
two mectings in Association Hall." In the
morning, the Rev. W. R. Freemantle, A,
M., of Lopdon, read a paper on ‘ The
Church and the Nation,” which, while
moderate in its tone and goarded in its

Church Establishments, if the people were
willing to sustain them. Ex. President
Woolsey prerented an Essay on ¢ The atti-
tude of the Guvernment and Constitution
of the United States toward Christians.”
Haviog given some valuable historical
notices, and stated as his convietion that

the voluntary system is preferable to all
othe:s Dr. Wooleey observed :

Having looked briefly at the main points
of our subject we close with the inquiry,
whether the United States can be called a
Christian pation ?  Can a State or consti-
tution be called a Chrigtian one, which
separates religious.interest as far as possi-
ble tfrom civil interests, although there may
be a lew vestiges of public. rerpect for
religion, such as chaplains of legislatures,
fasts and thanksgivings appointed by public
authority s religious instruction in the arm
navy, public pricons, hospitals and the
like. Or in other words, when a’coms
munity telicving that religion in an inde-
pendent sphere becomes purer and per-
vasive; that perfectequality between denom-
inations is the ooly just and peaceful policy;
that Christ’s kingdowm will grow ancf':t.and
inits true qualities aud in its power when un-
lettered by State lawr ; provides for such
a relation between State and Church or
Churches—in its ground law or constitu-
tion dues the instrawent of Government or
‘the State thus eredited give origin to an
unchristian State? We deny this. It is
no more 80 than an academy of science is
unchristian without a creed, or a mercan-
tile firm without daily prayers in  the
counting-house.

In what eense can this country then be
called a Christian country? In this sense,

people believe in Christ and the Gospel,
that Christian influences are universal,
that our civilization and intellectual calture
are built on that foundation, and that the
institutions ure #o adjusted as in the opin-
ion of almoet all Christians to furnish the
best hope for spreading and carrying down
_to posterity our faith and our morality.

‘ The law,” he said, ** bas as little to do
with Christianity, and Christianity with
the law, as possible.”

Ex-President, Dr. Hopkios, of Wilkams-
town, Mass., submitted & paper on “ The
Sabbath made for wan, and his right to
protection in the use of it.” At the close
there was a short discassion between Mr.
Williaws of London, Seergtary of the
‘¢ Liberation Society ” and the Rev. J. C.
Menzies, of the National Scotech Church,
Edinburgh, on the subject of Mr. Freeman-

tle's paper, the former opposing, the latter
defending Church Establishments. In the
alternoon Jawes Girdlestone, Esq., dis-
coursed upon ** Legislation on Moral Ques-
tions.”” A discussion followed, in which
several wembers of the Alliance took par-.

The tecond seesion met in 8t. Paul's
Church, under the presidency of the Rev.
Dr. G. R. Crooke, of New York, a Metho-
dist Minister. Dr. Campbell, of New
Brunswick, N. J., read an instructive pa-
per on ** The influeuce of Chri ttianity on
Civil and Religious Liberty. ’

In conclusion, he said, permit me to sa
that, as civil and religivus Liberty is the les.
suon of Chrietianity, so it can be gained and
secured by Christianity alone. The noble
boon is gained by that state alone whose
citizens first become the freedmen of Christ
and then for Christ’s sake love their neigh-
bor as thewmselves. No form of government
affords an absolute guarantee for liberty,
and no coostitution will be a safeguard
against corruption. That State alone has
the assurance of permanence, whose citi-
gens, Christ’s freedmen, are consecrated
into the master of self, and the love of one’s
neighbur. We have not -yet attaioed.
With more of Christ’s spirit in the heart,
we shall see a eorresponding love of man,
and a farger and more benign development
of civil and religious liberty. . Without
that we shall bave no advancement, but
retrogression. | close wich the words of
Johunn von Miiller: ** The Gospel is the
fulfillment of all hope, tne perfection of all
philosophy, the interpreter of all revolu-
tions, the key to ‘all the seeming contra-
dictions of the physical and woral world ;
it is life; it is ynmorwmlicy. Siuce | have
koown the Saviour everything is clear—
with him there iy pothiog 1 cannot solve.'’

Dr. Curry, of Rechmond, Virginia, then
proceeded to diseourse oo ** The Alliance of
Chburch and State.” He had argued that
such alliance isan injury to the Stato—that
it is a wrong to other denominations—that
it is a wrong to citizens generally—and that

it l: a wrong to our holy religion—.nd he
v \

aesertions, proved that the writer favoured -

357

was about to show that it is injurious. to .
the denomination in alliance—and that it *
is unscriptural, when he was stopped.
What folfowed is thus reported in the
| Tribune. S e :

When he had read nearly the whole of
his dircourse, it was notified to him by the
tinkling of the bell that the 3@ minoutes
time  allowed to speakers had expired,
whereupon he stopped abruptly in sthe
middle of a sentence, retired to his seat,
and refused again to come forward, not-
withstanding the audience, by their long
and continued applause and cries of ** Go
on,” unmistakably showed that they wished
him to continue his address.” This ap-
plaure which had continued several minutes,
was eventually stopped by the appearance
of the presiding officer in front of the plat-
form. He gaid:

- It should wish to know if the audience
want the“prolongation of this discussion.
If you do so, it will leave deep and abidin
wounds.” 1 felt there was not beld in his
address a full recognition of the .implied
limitations under which we bave assembled.
I have, therefore, contented myself by
notifying bhim that bis time had expired.

[ now submit whether it is courteous or
LCbristian that this discuseion should be
further prolonged in the line which it has
thus far taken. [Applause.]

At the conclusion of the President’s re-
~marks, the Hon. Mr. Curry, who was re-
ceived with great applause, said :

1 will solve the problem of courtesy by
yielding to the limitation which has been
properly imposed, with the most earnest
and emphatic protest against the implied
| censure of the Chairman that I have been
discourteous or unchristian. [Applause:]
[ shall not go on. [ was discussing a
principle. ‘Lhe subject was assigned to me
hy Dr. Schaff, the subject of *¢ Union of
Church and State,” and I have been most
careful, as 1 thought, to confine myself
simply to the discussion of the principle.
I bad only two more arguments to make,
one that it was an injustice to the other
denominations, and secondly I was going
to engage in an argument to show what 1
think I should have been ghle to demon-
strate, even to the satisfaction of the Chair-
man, should be differ from me, that it is
unscriptaral. [Applause ]

The President again stepped forward,
amid considerable disturbance and cries
-of ** Carry,” ** Carry.” When quiet was
restored, he said :

Let us remember that we are American
Christians. 1 hold convictions which have
been assented to by the speaker, and as
profoundly as he does, for | am an Ameri-
can t0o. I love those truths, and at the
proper place will take great pleasure in
their pro ion : But I like to think too
_that we are bound, and I am bound, by the
rules of Christian courtesy. You will take
my word for it—won’t you?—that 1 have
already been informed by one of the brethren
trom abroad that this line of discussion is
painful, deeply painful. Do not invite
your guests, then, dear friends, to the pro-

longation of a discassion which wounds and
grieves them. Certainly we will show as
Americans that when we invite a stranger
to us, we can remember all the obligations
of a just courtesy. {Applause.] -

At this stage the Hon. Mr. Curry ad-
vanced a few steps as if about to reply, but
did not do so, the President, without a
pause, haviog continued bis address by
asking the eongregation to sing the bymn,

“ Je us ghall reign where'er the sun
Joes his rucébssive journeys rua.”

Immediately Mr. Curry put on his over-
coat, and while the hymn was being sung
deliberately and determinedly walked off the
platform, and dowp the aisle to the front
duor, accompanied by many gentleman who
deeply sympathized with him, and warmly
congratulated him oo the excellence of his
discourse. ™

Dr. Curry is styled ** The Hon,” because
some years ago he was a member of Con-
gress. His true title is, ** The Rev. J. M.
Cuarry, D. D., L. L. D., Pastor of the First
Baptist Church, Richmond, Virginia.—
¢ Hi§ Methodist brother, tbe Chairman,
was clearly wrung in charging Dr. Curry
with discourtecy. The same subject had
been discussed, pro and con, in the morning,
in Association Hall, without bitterness.

The session was closed by a paper by
Dr. Goodwin of Philadelphia, on *¢ The
Effects of Liberty on Christianity.” ¢

In the afterocon Dr. Hopkins repeated
his paper on the Sabbath, and a discussion
followed . _ : :

The third session” met in the evening, in
the Chureh of the Disciples. -~ The subject
was * Minjeterial Support,” on which
several papers were read. and a lively dis-
cussiou took place, o which [ may call the
attention of your readers hereafter. .

These notices will require ore more leiter.

Yours truly,
J. M. Craxr.

Wolfuille, Oct. 28, 1873.

I think one‘always feels the better for
looking ‘any small evil of life straight in

remediless if you fairly face them, and hon-
estly try to remove them.—The Country
Parson.

the face. It is wonderful how few evilsare
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