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tweive! the third Sabbath eight! and [
gave it up: The truth is, the negro
will not go eur Prayer-book !” Then
tarniag to an Old School Presbyterian
mini~ter who was present, he added,
~* You Pre-byterians cannot do much
with the Freedmen either. . ‘They be-
“long mmniu'y to the Baptiste and the
Mecthod s's.  And the responsibility of
these two denominations is very greal
- “andivery grave !"— Ezchange.

e — -

NOT AN “ OPEN-DOOR 7
CHURCH.

Cr— ';“4\,

S:bbath mording, November 23rd,

8 large congregation assembled at
Gethsemane Baptist church, Brooklyu
,t0 hexr a sermon from the pastor, Rev.
A. Stewart Walsh, oo * The Open
Door.” or * Why should not all Chris
“fians commune together "  Mr. Walsh
ha: been koowo to be very toleravt
and charitable toward all Christians,
and there baving been large additions
to the chureh recently, it was suppored
by some that be intended to take the
opportunity 10 make the ** open.door”
departure.  ** Qpen-door ” Baptists
bave for some time past claimed the
church, aud *“open-door™ litcrature
hes been persistently cireulated in that
vicinity. All that expected a ** pew
departure ” were disappointed before
the sermon had advanced far. Among
other things Mr. Walsh said : “ At the
time 1 left the Congregationslists 10
Join the Baptists, I did so at great
personal sucrifice, leaving college as-o-
ciates, relatives and influential frieuds,
to gointe a denominaiion where [ knew
nobody and nobody koew we. The
step cost'heart-burnings. money, friends
and influccce. But God has paid me
back‘%ce in wanifold ways many
times Over. I beeame a Baptist by uo
over-persuasion, but solely because
g.ﬂny Bible led we.. 1 becamea Bap-
et after mature deliberation during
mouths of t.avel in a foreign land, auvd
now, afier a few years’ gonvection with
the devowivation, | find the convie-
tions that led me to unite with this
brauch of God’s people deepening. |
aw a bhappy, contented Baptist. [ d,
pot find wyself in ‘any bondage. A-
for vur church I do not know a single
member t(hat deems it expedient to
depart from the fuith. I know thas ali

the ~piritual officers are a unit for the

‘old landwaurks.” The chureh will bold
to bapuism belore . communion as of
yore. W. will bold to large charity
sud tolerution in the practical applica-
tive of our principles, yet steudiasily
bold aund teach thew.” *The ouly vpen
door 1 know to the commuuiou-tuble is
baptim iuto Christ. That door is
always open. Nothing binders the
Curistian uuion of all whe vhoose to
eunter.”  “We would be sacrific.ng cou-
scicuce to go out for the sake ot union
——oulsiders loving wuion will sacrifice
ouly coureuience to come in. There is
BO irue fenst without. The-symbol,
bapti:w wod communion are 1o puris
of vre pclure: the dead muu raised
up and vourished. Cominuuion with-
out lmiiersion symbolizes, whether iv be
& face or vot, the feeding of a dead
man. The sprink ed Christiars are
advised 10 be 1wmersed, and so get the
Whole pieiure.  We are not suying Do
Dot comwune with us, but we sre say-
g, Do ot commune at all uuitl you
commune uright. We shall feel as
bauly to buve you commune elscwhere
88 here, whi e unbaptised.”

* All hud better accept the ipevita-
ble. In the tace of all unreasonuble
persecution  from the  foundation ol
this nation wptil pow, we holding
our views have flonrished. The rb.,p-
tiged prucirers of open:comwwunion
bave wot flourished mueh, sud are
Dow ou the pumerieal decline;
Figures do wot lie, sud figores show
thut uccording to our presest propor-
biousie rate of growh, all persous old
eLough w form ab opiaion wili be Bap-
tists 110 yeurs hence, Come now, tor

ou wost be in our fold, lcave the
wined Stutes,or die inside of ooe han-

~ dred and ten years. Figures make
that fuet clear.”

These ure but & few straws showing
the drit of & sermoun over oue hour in

leugih, and sttentively listened 1o to |,

the end. ‘
Grruscmans—in N. Y. Bz. & Chron.

Rev. Da. Bewsmier, of Rhode Is-
laud, vow vinety-five years old, once

attended & mecting of the Baptist Tri.
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 For the Christiaz Messenger,
JOIIN CONCORDANCE’S SERMON.

“] am fully persuaded, said a pas-
tor to one of the churches of the Ar-
menian Mission, Turkey, ** that every
chiirch is not only avle to support irs
poer, hut its pastor tvo.”

** The truth of this last remark was
strikingly illustrated by the church in
Shep.ck, the poorest aud feeblest in the
field, which for th'rteen years had pad
almost vothing for preachivg, aud was
supposed to be a perassvent peusione.
on wissionary bouuty ; but all at once
it raised ewough for the support -of the
preacher, besides nearly two hundred
doilurs in gold for the building of a
house Of worship. A biud preacher
from the Harpoot Seminary had been
the means of this unexgecied resuit
He was kvown as Johu Coucordance
(Hohannes Hamapapar), ou accouut of
s woundertul readiness in quotiog
Secripture, chapter aud verse. He was
sent to Sbepik, aud bearing the com-
plaivts of the people asbout their poor
crops aud . puverty, repled: *God
tells you the reason in the third chapter
of Malachi, where be »ays, ** Ye are
cursed with a curse, for ye have rcb-
bed we.” Tueun, taking for a text,
* Bring ye all the tithes into the
storehouse” &é., he inculeated the
duty nud privilege of seting apart af
least a tenth of their earnmgs f.r God.
The people, were conviiced, and after
payiig half of their ere s, according 1o
usage, to the owaner of the soil tor rert
sud a teuth to the government for
taxes, as they must ‘needs do, they
gave another teoth to the Lrd's
* storehouse "—a room they h.ud ser
apart for receiving the tubes. And
the sermon of this blind preacher, and
the example of their poor people, have
wrought wonders in the land.®  Auder.
son's History of the Missions (o the
Oviental Churches. Vol L1, p: 261.

STRONG MEN,

Some forty years ago five young
missionarie- met for the first tiwe in
Chioa. Tuese men were the two medi.
eul doctors, McCartes and Hepburu,
| the printer, B.. Wells 'Williams, and
the ministers, Reve. 8, R. Brown and
J. G Legge, Dr. McCartee, after
tweuty-niie years , of cuntinual study,
trauslation, bospital;—and—dispensary
work, and evangelhging labours among
the Chivese at N ngpo, is now profes-or
of patural history 1 the lmperl C 1-
Ik ge o Tokei, Jupan. Dr. Hepburn,
who passed through lndia a yeur ago,
after years of work in China and Ja-
pan, bus produced his great Japunese
and Bogli:h Dicvionary. De, 8 Wells
Williams, berides being the soul of the
misBion printivg press 1o Shavghai for
years, hcliug us iuterpreter for Com.
Perry in bis expédition 1o Japan, writ-
ing that classi¢c among the books ou
Chioa, * The M ddle Kmgdow,” and
dotug ull kinds ot persounl missiovar
work, bhas crowned the labours of L
life by issaing, through the jress at
Shaoghai, his Chinese Eo:lish Diction-
‘ary, the truit of thirty yoars offmental
toil, Dr. Willams 15 vow the secre-
Mary of the Unied Sigtes legation in
Peking. The Rev. 8. K. Browo, after
labouring for wany yerars in Chiva,
was poe of the first p.oveers in Japan
und bemdes bis oloinay minsiouary
labours has composed u valuable gram-
war of the Jupanese languuge, has
been the chiet trauvslator of the Serip-
tures into Japuuese, and will end his
days at thit work. The Rev.
Legge, the last on the list, is the worid-
kuown “trauslator of Coufucius, For
thirty years as teacher, trapsiaior, pus.
tor, prescher, and siudent, Dr. Leggn
has lived in Hong Kong, sveiaging in
his earlicr years fifieen hours of study
a day any now st 65, ruddy sud stal-
wart, scems reudy to spend thiny
years more either ut the anvil or the
study desk. [n Drs. Wilson, and
Caldwell, Wenger snd Maggg, still in
the field, and Dr. Duff, ut home, lo-
dia hus s parullel to these.
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“THE PEOPLE ARE PRAYING, SIR.

Foon after returning from Zansibar,
Sir Bartle Frere called st the Ofice of

1 8ir”

Dr.

“the interpretes the reason for this, and
was told, *tBe people are praying,
He was then conducted to a
large ehed, wiere 2 000 people were
d-voutly attending the worship of God.
He listeved atteuntively, and never saw
por  beard a service conducted with
such devotedness and prepriety. At
the close of the service some w-nt
away, the others remaining. Tkrough
the ageney of the interpreter, he was’
told that the people were next about
to hold a communion Service. . Sir
Bartle Frere' rat down with them at
the Table of our Lord, when the wor-
shippers produced -a beaatiful silver
Communion service all wrought by na-
tive silversmiths. “ Never in all
Christendom,” added Sir Bartle Frere
** bud I seen a Communion ser¥ice con-
ducted with such propriecty.” This
station to which Sir Bartle Fiere re-
ferred was fully 800 miles away from
the nearest Kuropean missionary sta-
tivn, and when it was asked how the
people there came to the pos-ession of
the truth, he was told that it had been
conveyed thither in 1846 by two native
slaves who were sold at the capirai.
and who bhad previvusly been under
missionary influence. Wherever their
missionaries had penetrated they had
found small bodies of believers ; and
to those men who came home from dis-
rant climes, and sometimes +aid they

he conld say was * More shawme for
them "= Freend of India.

The Ghristian éﬁ;ﬁacngn.

Halifax, N. 8., Dec. 31st, 1873.

REVIEW OF THE CLOSING
YEAR. :
b |

The Messénger visits its friends this
week for the last time in Aono Domini
1873. Summer iovites our thoughts
abroad ; winter turos thew in upon vur.
selves. The one Lelpsihe miud to objec
tive. the ouher to su' jective exercises,
Juined with the ivfluence of this season
of the year, is that ot thé®olemn pericd,
by which the end of one year aud the
begiuning of auother is marked. | he e,
together with the religious thoughts
superinduced by the fuct, that each
yrar which closes and each yewr that be.
gins is & yeur of our Lord, vaturally
lead one to.reéB-ct wpon his persoua!
experiences, sud also upon thut par
of our life that has been belore the vye
of the world. ~ In buth we have exhibi
tions of God's gooduess ; and every iu-
dividual should be prepured to say,
** We have thought of thy loviug-kiud-
pess, O God.”

During the year, now closing, Death
has been unusually busy. A large
number of distinguished men bave
fullen, In the arena of Dominion
politics, the .versatile, active, usstute
Sir George Cartier will ie misred
[le was cut down in the midst of his
duys.. Death soatched him frowm the
ordeal of the Pacific Scardul. e
resied in his grave, undisiurbed by the
struggle, wheu hervie ¢ffurts were made
to retuin and gain poweyr, and to Jdefend
morsl and political integrity: This
year too terminuted the carthly enieer
of Governor llowes Provably no ene-
wy survives him ; those be had dicd
when he died. Nova Scoviwns will re
member the poet, the bumwourist 1he
Jwun whose generous beary compelled
him sto offer his band o men from
whow be had temporary ulienation,
saying as he did so-* this life is to)
short to spend in enmity., With this
distinguish-d name there is, in the
winds of the people of this provinee,
insepurably counected 1hat of another
distinguished man who has also passed
away to bhis rewwmd—Hon, Judge
Jobuston,~— more industrious, wore la-
borious, more inflexible, nnd no less fur-
cible than Howe,—laid aside his armour
in 'he same year that his former most
prominent political oppouvent cast away
his, We koew 1he Judge intimately
in religious life. e held firmly 10 his
hope in Christ, spent the: lust of his days
especially in meditations suited 1o e
miud of & believer in Christ, and roughi
opportunities of leading former friends
to preparation for death. He too will
be remembered for bis wany excellen-
oies, bis abilities and successful life.

The weeek of the ** Atlantic” snd the
of the 2

i

i

stranded, their wharves and  ware-
bouses swept away, their houses and
baras unroofed or demolished, 'the
fruits of their fields, and their hard
earned, winter stores destroyed. In
the terrors of that night when the ele-

once more.

had wnéver seen a narive Chri-tiao, ah‘

pntly

ments were in conflict: death rode the

crested waves, and flew upon the dark

wings of the hurricane. Many made
a watery grave that night, and many

‘hearts are sad yet; and dear ones are

missed at firesides in theselong winter
evenings. '

The war spirit has stirred a little the

hearts of our neighbors just as 1873

was passing. But the ** Virginius”
bas been surrendered and the rights
aud hooour of the nation are vindiea-
ted without drawing the sword. The
burry in dockyards and arsenals
preparing to tinge the sea and dye the
land aguain with buman blood, bas
ceased, aud the nation Lreathes freely
That nation too has lost
some of her brightest ornaments in
1873. The heid of her judiciary bas
paid thetast debt. A shaft from the
oow of the ipsatiable and cruel de-

stroyer laid. Chief Justice Chase low in

death. Denth c'imbed to the pionacle
ot honour, where this illustrous Judge
bad been placed by his countrywen,
and laid bis ruthless baud upon him
fatully as if he had been the com-
mounest citigén : and as if to show
bow all buman distinetions are aeurued
by the fell Destroyer, why s upou
the track of us all, a-blow was
aimed successfully at the first mao
in science a8 oné had been direct-
ed against the'first in law. Chief Jus
tice Chase aud Profelror Agassiz sre
both numbered among the fallen of
1873. Agassiz fell contending man-
fully and successfully with the iufidel
scientists who woud have no God
seen in the world ; but would have for
natere’s archifeet aud nsture’s gover-
nor nothing but blind force. The
daring speculators would bave seen
4 t.huruugh refutation  of thelr—the-
ories through the Atlantic Munthly
had this great scientist lived during
1874, But bis work wus accomplished,
Ne\b York city bas witnessed at the
end of this year avoth r act in the
drumnn of civie eorruption. A namber
of wen of distinguished abilities nnd
unscrupulous churacter verily thought
that corruption and fraud had perman
succeedrd in their hunds; By
cleverae-s und dexteriry they fancied
justice would track them in vain, that
** Their sivs could not find thew out,”
The assassin's bollet sent poor Fiskiin.
to the presence of his God ; and justice
seut Tweed at fifty to, the penitentiary
on Blackwell's Islund to wear a lureeny-
jacket, and work there igunominiously
till he is sixty two years old or tll
death shall relense him, The man, of
full habit and florid countenance, bear-
g down about 300 b« avoirdupois,
standiog bold and dofiant, in 1870, iu
Tammany Hall, boasting thut he held
New York eity in his pocket ; nund the
man pale nod hung ubout with loose
firtng clothes sobbing on 1he neck of
his poor wife in the Tombs, was T'wee
in the pride and glory of his ill-gotten
gain, and Tweed disgraced and con-
demned. The wife and cluldren with
whom he had fared sumpiuously for
many & day were roll-d away in their
cartiage 1o their howe, in whigh the
bhusband and futher is 1o be sien no
more for twelve long years ; und poor
Fweed was harried away necompanied
by bis faithdul son to the Stutes’ Prison
where a record was munde of his nume,
entrance, age, weight and rchigion,
“ Lo religion” was his reply to the in-
quiry on that point, He onee vecu-
pied & seat in a Baptist Choreh, If
he refused to sccept Chrint as his Ba
viour, a8 he did ; it was well he learn-
ed thut he had *“no religion” I
~peaks well for his preadher tuut Tweed
had been tanght this fuct. He was
doubtless honest ‘in this respeet thar
he awvowed it in reply to official io-
guiry. "
It would be well for thousands whe

have no more religion than Tweed if

they knew it; and would as- frankl
wckuowledge it. The fnl of Tweed is

& warning in flionder tones for the ears

of the dishonest,

If the present Dominion Gvern-

ment that bhad its birth in 1873 will
shun ull the evils charged

wide interest. The Pope has been at ’

death’s door and King William has
been sick, but they are both still alive,
The pious old Emperor and his pious
friend Bismarck hold firmly in their
own hands the power of the State;
and designing Jesuits and Ultramontane
servants are taking the bitter ¢onse-
quences. The Pope has ‘undertaken
to instruct the King in matters of re-
ligion and liberty ; and the King has
also attempted to instruct the  Pope.
But Pope Pius the IX'has fears with-
in and fears without ; foes at home and
foes abroad. Jobn Kpox's plan has
not been adopted—to tear down the

nests for the purpose of scattering the -

rooks; but the rooks bave been driven
away and the nests have been used for
otherpurpescs, Religious Liouses have
been empiied by Victor Emanuel and
converted to other uses. Refractory
religious brothers and sisters have been
vjected from Asylums, and government

officials have ‘taken their places. The

hand of God is upon the old man !
phiemous, and it will be seen ere Ton
that the hand that writes upon the wal
* the glory hias departed "' from Tweed,
the publie plunderer, will al-o write a
heavier sentence against iim who has

daringly essvyed to clothe Limself with

divine  assumptions. This i3 fore-
<hadowed by the power and holy bold-
ness with which Canon Grassi, now a
baptist minister, has thrown off the
papal j ower, and charged the Holy In-
quisition with the dark deeds on which
its history is written. Apo-tol'e power
has girded the soul of this hero; and
God may yet do much through him in
Rome. v

At first the Christian world won-
dered that Pere Hyucinthe did not get
further out of Roman Catholicism ; but
during the year that passes, the wone
der his been that he has come go far
away from the old church 10 which he
clung 8o tenaciously,  The woinder may
cense now that s wile is prononnced
eminent in ladyship, ubility, kindness,
and religion, and a Baptist  withal.
Suecess to the Father of Notie Dame,
now the popular prescher in Switzer-
lund,  May he not stop till he gets
into the light in doetrine and practice
as Futlier Grassi has Letore him,

Poor Spain h's dragged on throngh
the yeer; and blood, blood 18 il slon
her track.  She tortured and murdere

- God's servants ;- and -now in tarn God

gives her blood 1o drink
redemption soon begin, She was not
worthy of the labours ‘ot Currasco.
He stooil on the ero ded deek of the
Ville du Havre wlen she disappenred
beneath the wave: of the Atlantie.
Now he stunds before the throne, Here
is another event by which 1878 will be
long remembered, The collision. the
awaking of hundreds from sleep—the
rush to the deck, the eonsternation, the
feartheéfuith, the strugeles, the siuking
_Ol' ||p rlhip with handreds huddled on

May her

“her deck ; the rising to the surface and

the sinking nganin of some, nad the
rescue ol others, and all is over, This
was & scens in the clusing pawrt of
1873,

This year of events saw a crisis in
the history of the pre-ent Government
of Great Britain, T'he Premier 1l.rew
down the reing of power ut tiw fect of
wdverse voters: but the man eon'd not
be found with cournge sullicient 1o take
them up and attempt 1o ginde the State,
Glad-tooe »till rules. l)ts‘.ttlt hus also
selocted come of the distimgni-hed ones
on these Isluidds for his fatul shaits,—
Ahe exiled Napoleon ended his g thly
career wi Chiselhurst,  Heosdied in the
asylum that he eho.¢ from among the
nations, . John Stuart Matl, the utilis
tavian and scholar ended his morml life
in the same year that the thivd Napo-
leon gnthered up his teet in dewh.  He
ucknowl dged no God auk consequent.
ly gave God no serviee: Gol gave
him extrao dinary tulent |, but he would
return nothing for twm, e wus o
scholar when a boy ;3 sud a0 intidel
when n man, Al the womhi o that be
ever pui.l was to s wile, \slmu, he
has now 1 lowed into the viueul warld.
How sad that Christianity #ould b e

been vobbed of the genius wnd power of
ey

John Siuart Mjll; - i o
Butin Hritain, 1873 witaessed hap-
pier scones of closing lite, | he suinted
Buptist Noe! passed aw.y to his reward.
In early lite he laid social 1 osition, rank,
und ‘ecclesinstienl preferment  on the
wltar, and sucrificed thew all lor con-
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