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Christian Aessgnger. 
HALIFAX, N. 8, MAY 7, 1873, 

THE TEACHER. 

BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1873. 

INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 

Sunpay, May 1l/A. 

The Report from Egypt. —Gen. xlii, 
20-38, 

CouyiT TO MEMORY Acts v. 39. 

The International Series suggests only 
ten verses of the forty-second chapter of 
Genesis, but the wise teacher will make 

himself agquainted with the whole chapter, 

and will bring out such truths as his class 

~ needs. | 

The seven years of plenty are followed | 

OU p 

by seven years of famine. Gen. 41: 53. 
57. Modern history gives us a picture of | 

an Egyptian famine im the eleventh and | 

twellth centuries : the poor ate carriom | 
and human flesh ; whole villages were | 
deserted ; the road between Egypt and | 
Syria was strewn with corpses ; it was a | 
bamquet hall for wild beasts and earrion- | 

birds. | 

The famive brought Joseph's. breth- 
ren into Egypt to buy eorn. In the | 
governor of Egypt they.did not recognize | 

their brother; who had grown to manhood; 

but he recognized thew ; threatemed them | 

as spies ; heard their Hebrew conversation 
with each other, and with difficulty re- | 
strained bis tears while in their presence ; | 

diswiesed thew at last returning their 
money to their sacks secretly ; but learued, 
yet without. direct inquiry, of his fath- 

er and his only own brother Benjamin ; | 
required them to bring Benjamin with them 
whenever they returned, and kept Simeon 

as a hestage to insure their obedience. (It 
is wy Jupression, comparing verses 10 and 
20 with the incidents in chapter 44, that 
Joseph wauted to have nothing to do with 
hie cruel aud treacherous brethren, wisbed 

them mo ill, but withed not to reveal him- 

self to thew or have them come to Egypt; 
but that in his loneliness he wanted Ben. | 
jamin and laid & strategy to get him there | 
without disclosing himself to the others, | 
but that God ordered otherwise. Gen. 
42: 20, 34 43: 4,0.) 8 

Nores — Verse 1.— Corn.< Grain of any | 

kind. ‘Wheat, barley, millet, and rye, | 
were all cultivated among the Egyptiaus 
and recent discoveries show that so-called 

Indian corn was also known to them, 
Verse 4 — Because DBenjumin was the 

only remaining son of Rachel, Jacob's 
favorite wile, he was Joreph's ouly full 
brother. 

Verse 6.— Seld te all the people. —~ That 
is, be superintended the selling, Howed 
down to him. A commen mode of Eastern 
salutation, They thus uuconsciotsly ful- 
filled bis dream, 37 : §.8. 

Verse 8.—1He would be altered more 
than they, lle was seventeen when sold 
by them, was now over. thirty five; then 

| 

| 

& bewddices boy, now a wen; then in 

Hebrew raiment, now in official robes ; 

they had no thought of meeting him ; he 
expected W see thew, 

Verse 22.— Compare 37: 21, 29, 30, 

Verse 24 — As a hostage fur she return | 

of Denjumin, Compare verse 19, 
Verse 27.—There are three kinde of inn 

in the East ; first, & mere place of rest or 
camping ground, where naked walls afford 
& little shelter ; second, a house provided 

with an attendant, but in which the travel. 

lers are dependent for supplies on their own 
provisions ; third, a more elaborate estab. 
lishment where 100d as well as shelter is 
provided. 

probably either the first or the second of 
the above described. 

Verse 28.—~They were perhaps afraid, 

their sin, Compare verse 21. Ths is in. 
dicated by the reference to God, * In a the driver, * but I must have it, | shall 
strange land and with an uneasy conscience 
they are easily alarmed.” 

Verses 30, 31.—-Why did he speak to 
them roughly ? Partly perbaps, the wore 
effectually to disguise himself; partly for 
the rewson indicated in the preliminary 
note, us & means of carrying out his plan 
to secure Benjamin : partly to arouse their 
cousciemee, which he succeeded in doing, 

. Verse 35.—Why did Joseph return their 
money? Was it still further to quicken 
their couscience or was is because he was 
unwilling to take money from his father 
sud brethren ? 

Verse 30.— Evidently Jacob has suspio- 
fon that the supposed death of Joseph and 
the alleged captivity of Simeon are in some 

| God. 

dead conscience, or lead the hardened to | 
finshed he came along and entered it. 

evce hes its exaltations and depressions, | 

views his children with distrust, and’ to 

“whom in old sge they are not a coluce und 

“ren, 80 Christ treats us, 

The inn here referred to was 

lumber wagon to tuke his passengers en 
“first of a soare and second of some woreen | 

snd mysterious dunger ws a punishment for Land his wife refused to lend the wagon, 

| tuke it, und settle with your husband for 

it when he returns.” | 
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way doe to s. | 

His reproaches of bis ungevernable chil. | 

dren are full of pathos. 

Verse 37. — Am extinordinary offer, | 

judged by wodern standards, but in ac. | 

cordance with the ancient custom of giving | 

hostages ; though of course Reuben did 

not expect its actual mcceptance. The 

death of his two grandeons would not | 

compensate Jacob tor the loes of his son 

Benjamin. | 

THOUGHTS FOR THR CLASS. — Verse 6. —It | 

is useless to Sight agninst God. Acts 5: 

39. The very means Joseph's brethren 

took to prevent the fulfilment of the dream 

led to its fulfilment. The means which the 

Pharisees took to destroy Christ, laid the 

foundation of Christisnity., Acts 2: 23, 

The Rowan Catholic priests bought and 

burned up Tyndall’s Bibles in England, 

and so {urniehed him the means to get out | 

a better edition, the bakis of our present | 

version. The persceution of the Puritans | 

led to the establishment of New England 
on a religious foundation. Bunyan was | 
imprisoned fer preaching the truth, und | 
wrote the Pilgrim's Progress in prison, | 

Verse 21 — For twenty yedrs they bad | 
carried with them the wemory of their 

brother's anguish, and wow is the first | 

| evidence of any experience of sorrow for | 

it, Time cannot cflace guilt. We may | 

forget our sins for a season, but they will | 
rice from the dead to condemn us. ** Sun, | 

remember,” is the awful sentence God | 

pronounces on the lost, Luke 16: 25. | 

Verse 28.—Fear lends them to think | 

first of their sin, verse 21-—then of their | 

Fear is a peor foundation for a 

permanent religion, but it is sometimes | 

the only motive which will awaken the | 

repentance. | 
Verses 29, 30 — They bring back plenty | 

in their sacks, but distress in their hearts, | 

“ When we go abroad we should consider | 

that many accidents we little think of may | 

befall us; when we return, we know mot | 

what a day may bring forth, and ought | 
therefore to be always ready for the 
worst," 

Verses 35, 306. —Jacob bereaved of twe 

children, and haying just cause of suspeet- 
ing the nine of foul deeds, thinks all 

things are against him, yet all things are 

' working for hi, deliverance, und for the | 

fulfilment of the promise to him und to | 

Abrabam and leseac, For this purpose | 

they must be brought down to Egypt and | 

protected there by Joseph the governor of 
Egypt. See, two, how Chiristiun cxperi- 

I his is the same Jucob that wrestled with 

the angel and prevailed. 
~ Verse 38.—Unhappy tle father who 

comfort, but a source of unensiness, sus- 

picion, and frequent sorrow, 
OBSERVE. ~~ As Joseph treated Lis breth. 

He brings we 

first to a sense of sorrow for our sing, then 

reveals himsclf our Seviour from ein, - 

Christian Weekly, 

Seripture Catwebism, 1106 
— 

Suxpay, May 18h — Joreph makes him. 
sell known, Gen, xlv 1.8, 
wT — 

Youths’ department, 
€ 

STORY OF A STAGE DRIVER, 

| once kmew & man wlio sow in wealth, 

was once a stage driver, of whom | will 

here relate an incident ; 

Ile was striving 10 make & connection 
for the sake of a Jurge load of passengers 
which he was carrying, avd he broke down 
not lar from the dwelling of an old eur. 

mudgeon. The driver went to barrow his 

with, . The man was absent from howe 

* You are perfectly right, wadam, suid 

He took it, and brought 1% back in good 
order. When he came to settle for is, the 
wan met biw=- full of unger und thunder. 
ous with rage, After some expostulation 
he enid ; 

“1 have come to settle with you for the 
wagon.’ 

‘ Well, you shall,’ said the man. 

* What shall I pay you for the use of it 
an hour or two 1’ 

* You shall pay me $50.’ 
He made no objection to the charge, 

handed the wan $50, shook hands in the 
best good mature, and then mounted his 

CHRISTIAN 
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the misconduct of his sons. 

egress for the smoke, 

coach and rode off, his passengers pretest 

ing against his yielding to such an exorbit- 
ant demand, 
Two or three wecks afterward he found 

this man hanging around Lis boarding. 
place. and said to him: 

* Good morning,sir.’ 
Suid the man, * I came to ee you about 

that wagons.’ 
‘1 thought I paid you for it, How 

much do you want? 

* That money has burned me ever sinee 
| took it from you. Here's your $501 

can't keep it.’ 
It was with difficulty that he could be 

made to take §3—u fair price for his 

wagon, When the neighbors heard this 
story, and looked at the affair frem begin- 
ning to end, they said: 

‘ Was it not the best way afterall ? 
Was it not beautiful ? 
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A HOUSE IN CALIFORNIA ONE 
THOUSAND YEARS OLD. 

The loftiest house, and the most perfect - 

in the matter of architectme, I have ever 

ween, was that which a woodchopper oceu- 
pied with his family one winter in the for. 
cst. of Santa Crus County. It was the 
cavity of a redwood-tree, two hundred and 

forty feet in height. Fire bad eaten away 
the trunk at the base, ustil a circular 
room bad been formed, sixteen feet in 

diameter, At twenty fect or more from 

the ground was a knot-hole, which afforded 

With bamwmocks 

huog from pegs, and a few cooking utem- 
sils hung wpon other pegs, that house 
lacked no essential thing. This woodman 
was in possession of a house which had 
been w thousand yeurs in process of build. 
ing. Perhaps on the very day it was 

How did all jack knife and hundsaw arch- 

tecture sink into intiguificance in contrast 

with this house in the solitudes of the 

great forest !| Moreover, the tenant fared 

like a princo, Within thirty yards of the 
coniferous house a wountain-stream went 

rushing past to the sen, In the swirls and 
eddies under the shelving rocks, il one 
could not land half a dosen trout within 
an hour he deserved to go hungry as a 
peualty for his awkwardness, Now and 
then a deer came out into the openings, 
and, at no great distance, quail, rabbits, 

and pigeonssould be found. 

this man want more than nature furnished 
him? He had a house with a * cupola” 

two hundred and forty feet high, nnd game 
at the cost-of taking it. ‘This Arcadian 
simplicity would have wade a lasting im. 
pression, but for a volunteer remark, thus 

nothing could be added to give lite a more 

perfect zest. ** Well, yes,” said he, “1 

reckon if you are going % town you might 
tell Jim to vend me up a gallon of whiskey 

and some plag tobaceo.” It will not do w 

invest a hollow tree with too much of senti- 
went and poetry, If that message hod 
not been suggested, we should have been 

under the delusion to this day that the 
lives of those people, dwelling in a house 

fashioned wu thousand years Ngo, were 

rounded to a perfect fulness, without ome 

artificial want. — Overland Munthly. 
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WHY SOME PEOPLE REMAIN 

PFOOR. 

Cream is allowed to mould and spoil, 

Silver spouns are used to scrape the 
kettles. : 

The scrubbing brush is left in the water, 
Bones ure burned that would muke soup, 

Nice husudled knives are thrown into hot 

witer and spoiled. 

Dish-cloths ure thrown where mice ean 

destroy thew, | 
Tubs and barrels are left in the sun to 

dry aod (all apart, 

Clothes wre left on the line to whip to 

pieces in the wind, 

Pie crest is left to sour, inetond of mak- 

ing & few tarts for tes, 

Vegotubles wre thrown away that would 
wars for bre Jklass, 

Bites of went are thrown out that would 

make hushed ment or hash, 

The cork is left out of the molasses jug 

wind the flies take possession, 

Pork spoils for want of salt, and beel 
because the brine wants soalding 

Coffee, tes, peppe: nnd spioss are left to 
stand open and lose thelr strength, 

Potatoes in the ocllar grow, and the 
sprouts are not removed until they become 
um loss, 

The bread is sifted inn wasteful manner, 

and the bread pan left with the dough 
sticking to it, : ; 

Cold puddings are considered good for 
nothing when often they can be steamed 
for the ext day.— Exchange, 

What did | 

MESSENGER. 
LUDICROUS AND SERIOUS. 

[low often the serious suggests the lu- 
dicrous ! How often too, is the former 
illustrated by the latter! A colored Bap. 
tist Association was held at a county seat 
containing about fifteen hundred persons, 
and the Presbyterinn church was tendered 
for its meetings. On Sabbath morning a 

large assemblage was in attendunce, and 
among them the circuit judge, sundry 
lawyers and doctors, and the very elite of 

the town. Our colored brother was 
preaching baptism as Paul did, because 
be believed it, The baptism ol the great 
apostle being under consideration, the 
preacher said that many thought that be. 
cause Anannias said to Paul (Acts xxii. 

10) ** Arise and be baptized,” therefore 

he ust have had water sprinkled or 
poured upon him in a standing position, 
‘“ But,’ said the preacher, ** here's Broth. 
er Jimison settin' behind me in the pulpit, 
Spose 1 say to him, * Brother Jimison, 
you look sleepy; if you feel sleepy, got 
up and go to bed." [ ‘spose, then, Broth. 
er Jimison must go to bed standin’ up.” 

The reductio ad absurdum was so clear that 
Judge, lawyers and doctors shook their 

sides eonvulrively.— Western Recorder. 
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GOD KNOWS, 
a 

I know not what shall befall me, 
God hamgs a mist o'er my eyes, 

At each step in my onward path 
He mukes new scenes to rise, 

And cvery joy lle sends me 
Comes as a sweet surprise, 

| sce not w step belure me, 
As | tread on another year, 

But the past is still in God's keeping, 
The future His werey shall clear, 

And what looks dark in the distanee 
May brighten as I draw near, 
— EE 

A traveller says: * One of the most 
beautiful images that ever rote upon my 
imagination was suggested to me by a 
chance delay for two days among the lakes 
and mountains of the Trosach's Glen, Scot 
land. I happened to mike the inquiry 
what became of villagers so suddenly dis 
appearing at nightfall from the streets, 
and a sandy haired Scotchman replied, 
‘* Most of them would be at prayer about 
this time.” And | looked up into the far 
blue eky, thought how fine a thing it 
would be to huve a resting.place high 
enough just to hear the murmur of voices 
as they read a verse about and sung one of 
the old Pealms, before the impressive hush 

in which the futher offered prayer. How 
grand would be the swell of sound when a 
whole village was going on its knoos before 
God !" 

LENDING A PAIR OF LEGS, 

Sometimes we usk people to ** lend a 
hand,” and sometimes we hear them say 
“lend we your eyes.” Ilore is a story 
about a buy who lent a pair of legs juss 
to accommodate, ¥ 

Some boys were playing at base ball in 
a pretty, shady street, Among their num- 
ber was a lame little fellow, seemingly 

nbout twelve yeurs old-—a pale, wickly- 
looking child, supported on two crutches 
and who evidently feund wuch diffioulty 
in walking, even with such assistance, 

The lame boy wished to join the game ; 
for Le did wot seem to see how much his 
infirmity would be in his own way, and 
how much it would hinder the progress ol 
wach wm notive rport ae base ball, 

His companions, good vaturedly enough, 
tried to persuade him to stand on une side 
and let another take his place; none of them 
hinted that he would be in the way, but 
they all objected for fear he would hurt 
himsell, 

“* Why, Jimmy," said one at last, ** you 
can't run, you know," 

“Oh, hush !"" said another, the tallest 
boy in the party, ** never mind, I'll run for 
him, and you can count it for him," and 
he took his place by Jimmy's side prepared 
t not, IE you were like him," he said 
aside to the boys, ** you wouldn't want te 

be told eof it wll the time." The Little 
Christian 

A correspondent writes to the Country 

pa. 

| Gentleman strongly urging one or other of 
the follwing mixtures as manure for pos 
taboos i 1. One part sale, two parts plus 

ter and fuar parts of wnleached ashes. 2. 
One part sult, two parts plaster, three parts 
lime wud four parts of ashes; mix thoroughe 
ly und apply a tablesoonful on, or with the 
seed at the time of plantiug® Plaster 
(gypsum)nlone is excellent as » top top. 
dressing, Ashes alone wre always good 
for any crop, and potatoes want nothing 
better — trouble is to get enough of them, 

¥ 
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THE OLD MAN IN THE STY LISI 
CATURCH 

BY JAIN WN. Y/THS, 

Well, wife, 1've been to church to-day 
been to a stgish ono— 

And seeing you an't go [rem home, I'll tell 
you what wis done; 

You would have een surprised to wee what 
. 1 saw there 0-day. 

The sisters were ixed up #0 fine they hardly 
bowed to pny. 

I had on these emrse clothes of mine—not 
much the wree for wear : 

But, then, they knew 1 wasn’t ome. they 
oall a williowmire ; 

So they led the ld man to.a seat away back 
by the door, 

"T'was bookless ind uncushiomed, a reserved 
seat for thepoor. 

Pretty soon in ame a sirangor with gold 
ring and clehing fine | 

They lod him ton cushioned seat far in ad- 
vance of mhe ; 

I thowght that wasn't exactly right to eens 
him up so nar, 

When ho was yang, and I was old, and 
very hard t hear, 

But, them, thered no accounting for what 
some peopledo ; 

The finest clothitg now-a-days, oft gots the 
finest pew, 

But when we reich the blessed home, and 
undefiled bywin, 

We'll see wealth beggin’ at tho gate, while 
poverty goes in, 

[ eouldn’t hear the sermon I sat so faraway, 
So through the ours of service, 1 could 

only ** wate nud pray ;" 
Watch the doin’sof the Ui istinns near me, 
"round abow ; 
Pray that God weuld make them pure with. 

in, a8 they vere pure without, 

While I sat there, lookin' all around upon 
the rich and great, 

11 4 © thinking of the rich man and the 
eERAT AL the gate 

low, by all, by dogs forsaken, the poor 
beggar's form grow coud, 

And the amgels bore his spirit to the man. 
sions built of geld. 

How, at last the rich man perished, and hiw 
spirit took its fight 

From the purple and fine linen, to the home 
of endless night ; 

There he learned, as he stood gazin’ at the 
beggar in the sky, 

“CI iem't ull of life to live, nor all of death 
| 10) die" 

I doubt not there were wealthy sires in thas 
religious fold 

Who went up frem their dwellings like the 
Pharisee of old ; | 

Then returned home from their worship 
~with a head uplifted high; bi 

To spurn the hungry from their door with 
naught to satisly, 

Out! Out! with such professions ; they are 
loing more to-day 

To stop the weary sinner from the Gospel’ 
shinin® way 

Than all the books of infidels ; than all tha 
his been tried : 

Since Christ was born in Dethlebew ,—siun¢ 
Christ was erucified, 

How simple are the works of God, and yt 
how very grand— 

The shell in ooenn caverns—the flowersn 
the land, 

He ny the clouds of evening with gd. 
ight from Mis throne, 

Not for the rieh man only, nor for the vor 
wlone, 

Then why should man leok down on ian, 
because of lack of gold ? 

Why set him in the poorest pew bause 
his clothes are old ? 

A heart with noble motives—a hear thas 
God has blest 

May be beatin Heaven's music 'neah that 
faded cont and vest, 

Um old—1 may 
slplicivy 

I love to see it shinin' in a Christiam piety; 
Jesus told wa in His sermon, inJuden's 

mountain wild, 
He that wants to go to lleaven mut belike 

little whild, 

be childish—but1 love 

Our heads are growing gray, dor wifo— 
our hearta ure beating slow - 

In a little while the Muster will all for us 
to go; 

When we rench the pearly gateways, and 
look in with Jo ful eyes, 

We'll see no $iyha ‘worship inthe temple 
of the skies, 

A WATERFALL IN YENKZV ELA, ~Mr, Brown, 
the government surveyor, in Brifish Guiana, 
has recewtly discovered, nes the head 
waters of tho Massarund, whit apjesred 
to be an Immense river descending bodily 
from the N. W. fall of the nrecipice of 
Reralma mountain, The summit of this 
olitl is known to be 2,000 feet in heighy, 
ard the river, after tumbling sheer down 

ny mm 

that enormous wall; rushes owr a glacie 
of about 3,000 feet at an angel of not less ° 
than 46°, According to the Indians, the 
fall belongs to the Caruni river, us tributary 
of the Orinoco, and is in the territory of 
Venesuela, 
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