SENGER..

@orrespondence,

- o — —— - - —

For the Christian Messenger,

OUR ASSOCIATIONS,

It in lnte lor a review of the facts pre-
sented by the last Associntional Minutes ;
but the truth is that we have only reeently
succeeded in obtaining the materals for
making any examination and comparison,
Some three thousand copies of the records
of our Associations are printed every year ;
but so far ns opportunity for ebtaining
some satisfactory idea of the comdition of
all the churches is concerned, one of the
Associntions might as well meet in Ontario
and the other in Manitoba, It istrue that
the Report on the State of the Denomina-
tion, given in the Minutes of the Convention,
contuing important information ; but the
stutistics, published in those Minutes, are
almost nlways imperfeet, from one cause or
another, and many valuable facts are neees-
sarily omitted altogether, Why should
wo have three different publioations for our
Associations ¥ The anmual meetings all
ocour within the spave of lour weeks ; and,
in six wecks from the date of the last meet-
ing, we might have the comhined Minutes
of the three in one pamphlet, Even if all
the matter, that is now printed, should bé
retained, the expense of the publication in
this form could not be much greater than
it is on the present plan, But the amount
of matter might well be reduced. If the
annunl reports of the condition and work
of our churches could be given in the form
that has been suggested, it would prowmote
a more general lellowship between the la-
herers in different fields-~a result much to
be desired—and it would help all to work
more intelligently for the gpmmon cause,
If we are to have two or three or more
Home Mission organizations, it is the more
necessary- that their reports should be
brought together in some convenient form,
il we wish to counteract the effeets of iso-
Iation and promete acquaintance and sym-
pathy.

But we have heen interested in the facts
presented in the various records to which
allusion has been made, and it will be pro
fitable to eall attention to some of them
The \Vestern Association has become a
Iarge body,—nearly equal to the otlier two.
Lt hus six churches, each of which reports
more than three hundred members, twelve
reporting between two and three hundred,
and twelve between one and two hundred.
The Central bes four churches that namber
enth nbove three hundred, six ranging be
tween twe and three hundred, and ten be-
tween one and two hundred. In the
Eastern there are but two-ehurches, nuw-
bering two hundred, and ten ranging be-
tween one uwnd two hundred, We find, in
all, fiity two churches reporting wore than
one hundred members, In these ie the
strength of the denogination, and ite power
for aggressive eflort.

[t in w noteworthy caincidence that there
are filty-three churches, ench of which
numbers less thun filty members, Every
one ol our ohurches that isable to sustain
ity own interests, finds itself associated with
a fechle church that needs the co=oper tion
of others in order to maintain its exictonce,
yet most ol our stronger churches think
that it they take care of themsclves, they
are duing well, “This caring for self is wn-
doubtedly n chief hindrance to prosperity
ot home, and growth in new flelds. The
grentest efforts W maintain the institutions
of the gospel are ninde in the small church-
o ; the larger ones do not feel, s they
ought, the obligations that bind them to
bear the burdens of the weak.

But n more suggestive fact is that there
are unly cighty-three ministers to eure for
one hundred and sixty-three churches, In
the lust seven yeare, the number of ehureh-
es in Nova Beotin has increased by seven-
teen, and the number of church meinbers
has been wugmented by about three thou-
sand, but there has been & diminution of
soven in  the winistry. Seventy-eight
churches are reported destitute of pastoral
onre—ahout one-ball of the entire number,
Thewo lucte ure not ensily interpreted ; but
they certuinly eall for serious consideration.

Il we luok to ghe work reported by the
different organisations, we find that the
ehurchies eonnected with the Nova Scotia
Howe Mission Society sent to ite treasury
somewhat wore than $1000, and its mis-
slonuries collested on their flelds $0565,
The Western Board reported $3590 ruised
for Home Missions, and $104 collected b
their miswionaries, Bus it should be re.

“membered that the support of the French
Mission, the auoual expense of which is
given at about $900, fulle prineipally on
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considered, the sums raised by the different
sections appear somewhat preporticnate.
The amount contributed for the year to
these Ilome Mission Socicties is about
§2300. But surely we ought not to be
sntisficd with less than one quarter of a
dollar a year from every one of our chureh
members, on the average ; this would give
nedrly §5000 a year to be applied to these
objects,  No one can doubt that this
amount is needed, :

Reports are given of three Funds for the
aid of dieabled ministers, and these funds
are managed by three different Boards, —
Consolidation would be better in this case.
The contributions from the churches for
these funds are small.  If all the ministers
in the Province were interested in the sup-
port of one organization, and the aceumu-
lation of one fund from which assistance
could be received in times of distress or
feebleness, thore would be more general
sympathy in the work of the ministry, and
laborers in the wmore destitute portions of
the country would be encouraged by the
prospect that, in time of reed, their rehef
would come from the more wealthy and
favored districts.,

Many of the churcltes report contribu-
tions for Ministerial Education ; but it is
impossible to determine from these docu-
ments how much is given annually fer thie
ohjeet, Indecd, ome reeds to have by him
a large box of pamphlets, and to have con-
siderable leisure, in order to learn how
much our churches in Nowva Scotia raise
annvally for some five or six ohjeots of be-
nevolence ; and to determine with accuracy
from whit “charches the money actually
comes, eecms utterly hopeless, 1t is much
to be desired that some simple plan for
reporting these things cloarly and in full
could be adopted, But by turning to the
Minutes of the Convention, we find a re-
port of the Nova Scotin Edueation Board
for the year ending in July 1872 It evi-
dently contains items from two financial

total is not very flattering—some two hun-
dred and seveniy-five dollars, These ob-
servations have been extended so far, that
this subject cannot receive the consideration
which it deserves, But if we a'low our
Theologionl students to reeeive their educa-
tior by the generosity of aliens, itis absurd
lor us to complain because their hearts are
casily aljenated from the land of their birth,
We wust either give our young men Theo-
logical KEducation at home, or pay their ex-
penses, il they are to be educated abroad,
April 23rd, 1873, Dyxguan,

R
For the Christian Messenger,

MINISTERIAL EDUCATION.

No. 8.
Moo Bfitersm

Relerring to-the 4 Report of the North-
ern Baptist Education Seciety,” and its
coutents, already drawn upon in my for-
mer communication, 1 find much likely to
interest students, a8 well as patrons, in re-
gurd s pualpit preparation,

Among other things, woder the heading
" Review,”" there nre the following re.
mar ks ;—

** It has been boldly announced that too
many wen have already been aided into
the ministry—that the beneficiary _Bystem
has rendered it too ensy for men to reach
the pulpit, and has produced u large olass
ol weak men, who have leaned on others
till they -have become incapable of ¢ en-
during hurdness as good suldiers''—and
that it might be better to leave helping
needy eandidutes for the ministry in obe
tnining their education to the care of indi-
viduals, or the churches to which they
Lelong.  And not o few are doubiful con-
eerning the necessity, or the wisdom of any
organized effort, for such a purpose. '

This view, or these views are combatted
in the report, and in the maln, 1 think,
sucocasfully, Still, when instead of a be-
neficlary system, purely donative as that
of the Northern Baptist Education Society
I8, und a8 underlies the project adopted,
And in operation in Nova Scotia, which as
it treasurer informs ue, during the last
ourrent year produced §$104.48—about a
dollar & year—on an average from 163
churches, I projected ** the Loan-in-aid”
rcheme, [ anticipated, as must be manifest
from the foregoing extract, the principal
objections capable of being urged agninst
the donative primciple.

I therefore endeavoured to strike out
something like a wmiddle path WAy, &

Y | weans, whereby worthy, industrious, and

zealous stadents without too deeply involv-
iog themselves might accomplish their ob.

Jeet, and yet not entirely exbaust the fund
that had served their purpose.

THE CHRISTIAN MES

t'l;;chstern .nt;;(.».c.iufion. If this fact is | It will be obcerved by those who have

I

years ; but, even as thus increased, the

|

perused my strictures published heretofore,
that—while I am not favorable to a purely |
donative scheme, and if I were, I see but |
little prospect of stimulating the liberality |
ef the denominatian up to the point that

would render it practicuble, gratuitously to

educate the future ministry of the province

from a free fund—still 1 do not coincide

with those who would ask, or expect, that

it should be left to individuals or to the in-

dividual ¢hurches to which ministerial

students might belong, to provide for their

edueation, _

That winisterial students need aid as a
general rule, scarcely admits of a doubt.
Speaking for the Society, the Corresponding
Seeretary, Rev. @. W, Boswick, D, D.,on
this point says :—

““ When we were studying with the
ministry in view, were we without estate,
capital, or income, except what was con-
tained in our own persons? Let us place
our worthy President, (Rev. Alva Hovey,
D. D.), on the stand—yea, without his
leave, let us put in his testimony on this
point, Ie declared before the National
Baptist Education Convention in Phila-
delphia,—**When | commenced my studies,
I was old enough certainly=17 years of
nge—to -press through from beginning
to end, and I longed to do so, Bat
1 'was utterly without means, except such
a8 I could procure from month to month,
or during the vacations, and it was practi-
cally impossible for we, without the assist.
ance of friends, topursue an uninterropted
course of ttudy.” Andanother mewber of
that Convention said, ** There are men,
and men in this. house, and some of whom
have read papers before this Convention,
who have supported themselves, Sir, upon
Indian meal and molasses, week after week,
and wonth after month,”—the President

| responding—** 1 am sorry to say, that |

was compelled sometimes, to live even in
the manver in which my friend on the left
snys, he has known persons to live.”

Upon this the report proceeds thus ;:—

**Resort to such extreme self~denial ; is un-
doubtedly much more rare among students,
than formerly, It is less common every
where, than it was. But these rare cases
aside, the fact is indubitable, that the
great majority ot those now in the Baptist
winistry, were poor wnd many of them
very poor while pursuing their studies for
publie life.”

How like is this, to the condition of
things in this Dominion? But our breth.
ren on the other side the boundary, seem
to be.vastly in advance of us, in regard to
the liberalicy of their ehurches in view of the
future, The Society from the Report of
which I am now drawing so largely, be it
remembered is wore than half ceytury
old.  What its early history has been, I
know not, but at present, Newton alone
has; it seems, fifty-six students in prepara-
tion for the ministry,

Without uny system, or 8o feeble a one,
that it scarce deserves tho name— without
Any vigbrous organization adapted to the
exigencies of our case, | wonder, as I review
the past, how we have at all kept so rea-
sonably abreast the times, with regard to
the eduoation of our yoang men, as we
have. ULut the destitution that now pre.
vails—the great number of churches wit' -
out pastors, muet be a subject of paintul
interest to every thoughtful well regulated
mind, .

It may be, that the difficulties to be sur.
mounted by needy young wen, have
stranded all but the more muscular of
those who way have felt it their duty in
early life to preach the gospel, If 8o, and
the same cawses are loft to operate, the same
conscquences will most likely follow, And
then we may have a fow men of more than
ordinary ability, a select company of able
plous, well trained pastors, and a hest of
pastorless churches,

As in the United States, 80 it is here,
The Reoport proceedy :—

** Indeed, this is well nigh the unilormn
rulo—** that students for the minisiry are
poor. And thisis in barmony with anuther
fnot, of wlwost universal provelence, that
the incumbents of the  sacred affice are
poor.”

Again. It is manifest that He (God)
has bestowed his ministerial gifts upon the
sons of the poor, more frequently than upon
the sons of the rich—or that the latter have
often refused to receive them—that ve large
8 proportion of Pastors should have been
oulled from the homes of poverty, can
hardly have h?n the effeet of chance, or
buman caprice—it wears the aapect of a
divine arrangement, If a rich wan can,
with difieulty, enter into the kingdom of
God, it may be that with diffioulty & rich
man oan aok as an ambassador of that

kingdom. And eo long as He continues to
sclect 8o largely the sons of poverty, as
candidates for the ministry, the important
question remains—have we any thing to do
about it 2"

I can readily understand how many a
good pious worthy christian man as we
usually understamd the phrase, may reason
himself into the pleasant conclusion that
he is not called upon to preach the gospel
—that his early education and training has
not qualified him lor the office of religious
teacher. And he has not experienced that
influence operating upon his mind, which
most students for the ministry profess to
have realized, embodying itself in the words
of am Apostle into a ** Woe is me if |
preach not the goepel.” But [ confess 1
do not understand how such an one enjoy-
ing worldly proeperity in an eminent de-
gree, surrounded with flocks and herds, or
may be, adding to his means largely from
prosperous investments in ships or stock—
how he eam still his conscience when it
keeps suggesting if he cannot preach eor
teech, he ean assist to qualify and send
forth sach as can. That is it. Can any
one of us say to the young man preparing
for the arduous duties of & minister’s life.
[am in the churd already. [ have no
need of thee. This would indeed be, to
confute the great Apostle of the Gentiles
upon his own grownd insumming up 1 Cor,
xii 19, where he says, ** But now are they
many members, yet but one body."

The rich and wealthy member cannot
say to the poor student, | have no need of

thee, Neither oam the latter g1y to the

former, 1 have no need of thee,

Riches eorrupt and gurmeats become
moth eaten, equally now as when James
the Apostie addressed his fellow country-
men.  And the gold and the silver canker
too, but let not the rust be a witmess againat
anyof us, Hesaid of thew, ye are heaping
treasure together for the last days. It may
not be an unprofitable question for each of
us to ask and ponder over asa closing para-
graph of the present letter, for what pur-
pose am [ laboring and toiling, and heaping
up worldly goods ? :

J. McCurrr,

Brunswick Place, 20tA April, 1873,
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For the Christian Messenger,
OUR HOME ABOVE,

‘“ For, oh! there's nanght but happicess,
In that bright heaveuly home

And there no farewell tear 18 shed

And sorrows never «ome."

There is something peouliarly sveet in
the word noumk ; rendered so by the many
pleasant associations conneoted with it, so
much of interest that is daily transpiring
with 0 muny pleasant wewmories of the
bygone aud fond waticipation of the tuture.
These all combing to render home a scone
ol pleasure and attraction, 1t muy be truly
affirmed that the howe where peace and
contentment dwell, where heartsare beu i
together by the strong ohords of Christian
love and sympathy is one of the happiest
and most saored spots on earth, yet amidst
all the endearments and fond hopes which
cluster around it have wo not oltimes an
imward longing for a holier, purer and bet-
ter home? There may be much to marour
happiness here, triuls wmay ocross the
threshold, the tears of vorrow may be shed,
the hand of aflliction may be laid upon one
or more of the inwates. The stern mes-
senger death who has ** all seasons for his
own " may enter and sover -the closest ties.
Purent and children are alike his viotoms.
Husband and wife way be separated,
brother und sister may droop and dio.
Ah, these are bitter rendings of heart-
strings but how cheering the thought that
far beyond the reach of sorrow, pain and
death there is a permanent and glorious
home prepaired fur all the true fullowers of
Jesus, all who have wushed their robes
and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb. How cheering and animating is
the thought of the blest reunions that
await in that penceful home where many
& loved one dwells. . At times how we
sigh and long to bid all earth adieu, and
leaving these clay tenements, soar away
0 that sweet unending rest. 1 lutely wtood
beside the lifeless torm of one of my dear
frieuds who was taken from us in lifo's
early mern, 1 gased upon her swoet pale
face as she lay in her coffin-bed and thought
of the wondroualy glorious seenes which
were opening wpon her enraptured vision,
What o bicssed oxohange. Happy for all
who, like her are prepared to enter that
heavenly home, I almost fancied 1 could
hear her pleasant voice which simg s
sweetly here, singing in & far hotfer,
swoeter strain to Him who loved her and
gave Himeelf for her, -

There was much here that was ealoulat-
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m
' ed to remder her life joyous and happy,

slest with christian parents, loving brethers

- and sisters, with a large circle of friends, to
' all of whom she was strongly attached.

[ler consistent, christian charaeter and

| gentle unassuming manner won the hearts
| ol all,

| ** None knew her but to love her.

None
named her but to praise.” But, ah, dis-
ease had fastened upon her and day by day
her lovely -form withered under the fell
stroke, but with wlat patient resignation
did she bear her sufferings. Never was a
murmur heard to escape her lips, but with
a firm confiding trust in her Saviour she
looked forward to the hour when death
would give a sweet release from all her
trinls, and her happy spirit find a home in
the mansions of the blest. May God com-
fort all who mourn ber early removal and
prepare us all for a happy meeting in that
home above, where the ** inhabitants shall
never say [ am sick.”” ‘* Where they shall
hunger no more neither thirst any wmore,
neither shall the sun light on them nor any
beat.” ** For the Lamb sball feed them
and lead them to living fountains of waters,
and God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes. L.

e

For the Christian Messenger.

SHOULD BAPTIST MEETING.
‘HOUSES BE CALLED
‘CHURCHES

It has long been the practice of Episco-
palians to give this designation to their
“houses for public worship, - With them 1
aw not disposed to coutend on this point,
Ot Tate,however, sowe Baptists are adopt-
ing this course. This hus always app ared
to wo inexpedient and improper,

From an elaborate and“valuable article
on this subject, by Prol.-G. Rogers, Theo-
logical Tuter in Mr, Spurgeon's College,

(Sword and Trowel, May, 1871, p. 220.)
L request the insertion ol a few extracss.

1. “The term church when applied to
buildings is inappropriate, The Greek word

(¢cclesia,) siguifies an assembly of persons
guthered together in obedience to a certain
call. The wide difference between a ehurch
of regenerated individuals, purely of a
spiritual formation, and a wass of wood
and stone, makes the application of one and
the same appellation to both a gross per-
version of the first principles of language.
For a building to be styled ** A Baptiss
Church " is absurd,

2. lvis wnscriptural, The Greek word
occurs 115 times in the New Testament ;
in 109 of which it is applied in its spiritual
souse t0 a body of bolievers; in two
instances to the ohurch in its heavenly
stato. (Eph. v. 27, Heb. xii. 23.( The
four referonces to other asiemblios are all
in the Aocts, (vii, 38, xix 32, 39, 40 =
There are two instances in the 109 which
wo olaim for its wspiritunl signifieation,
which have been supposed to refer to a
building, or the place in which Obristinns
assowbled. Oone of those  is Aots xi. 26,
and reads thus, ** And it came to pass,
that s whole year they assembled them.
solves with the chureh.” ‘This reters to
Barnabas and Saul at Aotioch. The mar-
ginal rendimg is in the church, but as the
allusion is o two individuals only, the com-
won sense interprotation is, not that these
(WO ministers assembled in the building,
but with the company of believers ; sinoce
the word ** assemblod " applies to none but
these two. It is not very likely, indeed,
that the church in that oity at W oarly o
period would huve & building erected for
their use. *Where the phrase ** robbers of
| ehurches " ocours, the term for churches iv
not in the erginal. The other instance
pleaded for this use of the word is in 1 Cor,
xi, 18,~** When ye come together -in the
churgh "—Almost immedintely after, the
place of assewbling is spoken of not as
chureh, but in these words ; ** When ye
come together into one plnce ;" and the
word churoh is used just belore thus, ** We
have no such custom, neither the churches
of God ;" and just afterwards, ** Dospise
ye the church of God.” 1t surely cam not
wekn despising a buildiog, We waintain,
then, there in no single instance in whioh
the term ohurch is applied to u building io
the Suriptures.

J. The application of this title to baild-
Ange is deceptive, It is oulenlated to mie
lead, and to foster erroneous ideas, upon »
subjeot of great importance. W hatover
tenda to presorve the distinotive meaning of
words, in a technicul and specilie sense, ia
“the Now Testament, should be caredully
attended to by us.  Errors ofien bave their
comuwencement in the perversion of terms. "’

OF this the writer gives examples from
the misapplication of the word cAurcA,

4 10 Deinconsistent. 1y s peculiarly
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