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Yor the Christian Messenger, 

OUR HOME MISSIONS. 

That a change in our: [Tome Mis- 

gionary operations was generally 

thought de arable, we need scarcely 

attempt to prove. The resolutions 

passed by the Eastern aud Wéstern 

Associations in 1871 were too clear on 

that point to peed comment. The 

voice of ull the Associaticus in 1872 

was equally distinct iu relation to the 

matter. The French Mission Board, 

in last year’s report, states that * the 

folowing resolution passed ubani 

mou ') g wm— 

Resolved, That in the opinion of thie 

Board the consolidation of our Home Mis 

sonary organizatious, both Eoglish and 
French. would be more eonducive ww the 

advancement of the Redeemer’s reign in 
thie Province. 

The Western Home Missionary 
Bou d use the following language in 
their last report : 

* Your Board would further invite 
attention to the fact that our destitute 
fields are, under the present arrange. 
ment inndequately supplied with the 

preached word. dome of these see. 
tious can orly enjoy the services of the | 
Missionary for a few weeks of the year, | 
while for moutbs they are left wholly | 

destitute It is felt that there are | 
grave defe ts in our present methods | 

of working.” With a proper system 
we could furni-h our destitute church. 
es with stated preaching, and obtain 
from our people greatly increased eon. 
tributions, * * * Your Board 
look forward with interest to the pro. 
posed Convention of the Churches a 
Berwick, to discuss the subject of 
Union in the Mission work, aud trust 
thut these deliberations will be curried 
on in the fear of God, and result in 
great good to the interests of religion 
in our b loved Province.” ; 

The Board of Manugers of the Home 
Missionary Society, in their fifteenth 
Annual Report, use the following 
langnage in regard to the subj eof :— 
“The movement to bave the whole 
Proyioee united in ove missionary field, 
under the care of one Board, is iu the 
opinion of the Board a subject of 
great importance, and should engage 
the earnest attention of the Associa: 
tion. It would be premature for this 
Bourd to give its views ino detail on 
this important undertaking, but in gen. 
eral it muy be said tha the movement 

ts regarded favourally by most, tf not 
all the members of our body, 

It by such u union un agency as 
permanent as it may be, could be em- 
ployed for taking the general oversight 
of the work, aud for raising ands 1 

much good would be accomplish d, wud 

a good degree of advancement made 
in our operations, The whole field 
would be au exceedingly interesting 
and important one. The small chuich- 
es could be grouped nod put under the 
care of permanest ministers New | 
life might be expected from the coming 
together of the whole provinee, to diss 

cuss und pray over the work of Howe 
Missions" wd 

With nearly ali of these resolutions 
sud reports before them; the delegates 
from the churches to the Convention ut 
Berwick believed that the desire for 
Union in our Home Missionary work | 
was general and iutense, They were 
coufident, therefore, that the Raptiot 
denomination iu this provice would 
cordially endorse their action in forming 
aH ywe Missiouary Union, 

It has been hiuted, however, that 
there was a luck of wisdom sud cour 
te-y io proceeding to form the Union 
without a larger represeutative from 
the Kastera Association. There may 
buve been a lack of wisdom, for * to 
err is huwanu,” but no luck of courtesy 
was inended, The delegates ut Ber 
wick argued that, us frequent notice of 
the proposed Couventiva bad been 
given, the attendance was quite as 
large as it might be at any suusequent 
time, Aud as the Kustern Association 
bad been the first to wsk for a Union 
of tho Howe Missionary Bousrds, it 
was thought that, that budy, instead of 

being displeased with ir, ‘would hail 
with joy the formation of the new So. 
ciety, We believe the majority of the 
mewbers of the Eastern Association 
did rejoice at whut was dove ut 
Borwick, 
Some have even maintained that a 

Howe Missionary Union was not formed 
by the delegates to the Berwick Con- 
vention, To this view of the matter, 
we uerely place in opposition the views 
of others. Without any : Pecial plead. 
ing ou our part, we thiok ic will be 
readily admitted that, wuen a society 
approves its minutes and adopts the 
reports presented to it, sanctions what 
those minutes and reports contsin, lo 

‘a series of resolutions, in 

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 

the minutes of the Central Association, 
we find the following statement : 

“ Dr. Cramp presented information 
fo the Associntion concerning the Home 

Missionary Uvion formed by the Con. 
vention on Friday and Saturday list.” 

Iu the * Report ou Missions” adopt. 
ed by the Ceutral Association, (See 
Appendix F) the following language 
is used 

“ Your committee look with interest 
and hope upon the recent formation of 

the Nova Scotia Eaptist Home Mis. | 

sionary Uwvion, and trust that this 

movement will weet the hearty appro- 
val of this Association as it has already 

of the Western” 
Now i{ the principle we have laid 

down is eorrvet, the Central Associ. 
ation believes that a Home Missionary 

Union was formed. The Kastern As 
sociation believes the same, For in 

the * Report of the delegate to the 
Western Association” we tind the fol 
lowing language : 

** Pursuaut to such recommendati'n 
and notiee, a Conventi 'n was formed, 

and in  hich’iti. most earvesily hoped’ 
by your agent, at least, that the work 
commenced may heartily and success. 

one effective organization. This report 
was adopted by the Eastern Associa. 
ation. (See Appendix A.) 

[on the * Report on Missions,” the 
following expression oceurs 
“Your committee would therefore 

commend this new organization (referr- 
ing to the Union) to the symputhies ot 
all, feeling assured that prosperity will | 
attend it" : 

In the report of the delegate, as 
quoted above, the word * Convention” 

is equivalent to ** Union” To wake | 
this evident, perhaps the following 
remarks are necessary. The writer | 
presented to the delegates at Berwick | 

which he 
recommended that the new society be 
culled the Nava Scotia Baptist Howe 
Missionary Convention, Rev. George 
Armstrong, in amendment presented a 
series of recommendations, in which 
he advised the BSocie'y be named 
the Home Missionary Union. A com. 
mittee was then appointed to condider 
the resolutions and amendments, and 
report to the Convention. The tol. 
lowing brethren composed th t com. 
mittee : 8, Selden, K-q., Revds, KM. 

Suunders, J. EK. Goucher, OU. Chute, 
George Armstrong, I. Wal doe, and 
G., E. Day. The committee reported 
to the body then in session, and their 
report was unanimously adopted, 
The second clause of their report, 

which was subsequently adopted us the 
first Article of thre Constitution otf the 
newly formed Society, read aw tollows 

* That this Couveution be called the 
Nova Seotaa Baptist Home Missionary 
Union,” It wil be seen, theretore, 
Hal by the word Couveution as used 

by Bro. Dimock in Lis report, the 
Home Missionary Uniouwas intended. 

And inasmuch us the Kastern Associa. 
tion adopted bis report, it believes that 
the Union was tormed. The Nova 
scotia Bap ist Home Missonary So 
ciety is of the sume opiuion, At its 
lust wuniversury, it .ustruored its Board 
of Munagers* to counter with the Board 
o' the Nova Scotia Baptist Howe 
Missi nary Uvion, with a view 10 such 
an arrangement of measures ns way 
lewd to the consolidation of our Home 
Missionary eflorts in one institution,” 

If the Union did not exist, it was 
supremely ridiculous to order a oor 
respondence with it, But we believe 
that the’ judgment of these large aud 
intelligent Societies in reference to the 
vXistenoe of the Nova Scotia Baptist 
Home Missionary Uuion, will be af. 
ried by the entire Baptist body ia 
this Provinee, G. KE Dav, 

Cor. Sed'y ulon, 

(To be continued) 
Ina P'S. to the wbovg Bro. Day 

gives the following very gratifying 
piece of information i= Wa held a 

HoweMissionary meeting in my church 
lust might wad raised $303 09 tor Home 
Missions, we hope to raise §1,000 in 
this County for this object.” 

G.E. D, 

The publiextion of Minutes is some. 
times delayed in other places besides 
Nova Seotip wnd New Bronswick. The 
editor of the NY. Esaminer suys the 
Minutes of the N. Y. State Convention 
held in Oct, lust ure uot out yet, 

The Mavriower has been pur- 
chased of its original proprietors by 
Mr. J. W. Longley, who is now the 
publisher and proprietor, und proposes 
* to make it the bes literary puper in 
the Dominion. Mr, L. has our best 
wishes for his success. We trust that 
his * Mawflower may long *bloow amid 
the snow,’ | 

‘may always flee nud find a place of 
fully unite the entire Baptist body in | a 

Jwjunciion to ** seck first the kingdom 

| Rous profession und young converts, 

| church wy they would be if there were 

The Christian Messenger, 
Halifax, N. 8., February 12, 1878. 

SHALL WE HAVE A REVIVAL! 

Much has been said of late concern. 
ing Professor Tyndall's remark on the 
efficacy of prayer, and about judging 
of it by its results in a physical point 
of view, Muny huve regarded the 
proposal to apply that test as the ex. 
pression if an infidel doubt,and equiva- 
lent to a deniul that God heurs and 
ANSWErs prayer, ; 

Christians do not need such. tests 
and proofs to assure them that God 
hears woen they call upon him. They 
know that the God whom they worship 
is the living and true God, more rcady 
to hear their prayers than they are to 
ofter them, and more willing to bestow 
blessings thun they are to receive 
them.. : 

Their own experience supplies them 
with facts provieg that prayer is «ffi 
cacious. The name of the Lord is to 
them a strong tower into which they 

seourity, 
"We have no reason to expect that 
prayer for a change in our tempornl 
circumstances, mere'y for our own per. 
sonal gratification, will meet. with wuy 
response, Qur Lord taught his dis. 
ciples first to offer the prayer, ** Thy 
kingdom come,” and then the petition, 

** Give us this day our daily bread.” 
The latter doubtless was iutended to 
include all weecessary temporal good, 
and is in perfect harmony with the 

ot God and bis righteousness,” and the 
promise that all these * things shall 
thew be ndded.” 

It we may expect the prayers for 
“bread” to be hesrd, much more may 
we that for * the kingdom of God.” 
Divested of selfishness it secks for the 
highest good to be given to others, 
and the honor of God's name. 
When we look over the churches of 

Christ, particulurly those with which we 
ure associnted, we caunot but see a great 
want of spiritual activity and earnest. 
ness, What may be the causes of the 
coldness and spiritual dearth that pre. 
vail, we do not now bay to enquire, 
They are different in different pluges, 
lo sowe perhaps it is in the ministry, 
in others the officers of the church are 
nut using their office well, aud 1 others 
the wombers wre becoming cureless 
and wegligent." Sometimes it is the 
younger mewbers, at others the elder 
professors, Ju all it wight doubtless 
be traced 10 a want of the Spirit's 
power wmougst believers. ln some it 
appeurs'in a want of appreciation sf 
the privilege of public sud social wor. 
slip, In others a want of faithluluess 
to Christ in speaking of blessings 
already possessed, and. of concern tor 
the couditiun of our fellow christinus 
and our fellow men. The atmosphere 
perhups wppenrs unfavoruule to reli. 

it there wre any, fear thut they would 
wot be so heartily welcomed to the 

wore stir aud more attention given to 
religious matters, 

lt is plain that more of revival in. 
fluence is needed by ull the churches. 
Thiy would effeot a chunge in ministers 
aud people, old aud young, unlike any 
other charge, It would soon be | ss 
difficult for the young converts to make 
known their desires to obey Christ, 
Spirvuul things would assume the im 
portance which belongs to them, and 
the whole uspeet of the church und 
the world would be changed, How 
wuy we hope to have the present 
stute of things altered so that spiritual 
fluences muy prevail aud evil cease 
to triumph *  Ouly from on high ean 
we hope for righteousness. Not by 
might or by power but by my Spirit, 
swith the Lord, ean this be, We have 
the wurd of Jesus assuring us, * If ye 
then being evil know how 10 give good 
gifts unto your children: how much 
wore shall your heavenly Futher give 
the Holy Spirit to thew that ask him,” 
More caruest, importunate, believing 
prayer is needed, If the petition res 
pecting God's kingdom was placed first 
on the list of blessings our Lord tuught 
his disciples to ask for, muy we vot re- 
purd iv ws the wost acceptable prayer 
thut can be offered by human beings ¥ 
Ls It uot the one moss likely to receive 
& fuvorable suawer ? Why should wo, 
not expect then thot during this year, 
whenever the church shull wssume the 
proper attitude aud use the meuus,there 
will be a w wave of spiritual influence 
pass over us like those of sow for. 
wer yours, whew Zion's wildern. ss has 
been made hike Kden, aud her desert 

Tne Canapviax Literary Inari. 
TUTE i8 the name of the Seminary in 
which our Canadian brethren give their 
preparatory training to their young 
wivisters, and others des rous of ob. 
tnining a course of higher education. 
At the recent Semi-annual meeting the 
Treasurer reported that $14,606 79 
had been received the last six months, 
all of which is about expended, 

“ God continues to bless the school. 
Indeed from the beginning it has had a 
blessing. It is now a denominational 
necessity ; and if our friends pive it 
all the rupport which the growing de- 
mands of the churches require, it will 
grow in usefulness aud be blessed with 
increasing prosperity. About 180 stu. 
dents are now on the roll. From all 
Appearances we may soon expect to be 
crowded, even though we have enlarged 

the main building, and are erecting a 
new one about 40 x 90, which is ex- 
pected to be ready by the fall term. 
Some friends of the Institute are 

well aware that the health of Dr, Fyfe 
for some time has been failing, This 
has undoubtedly arisen from over tax. 
ation. His family physician recom. 
mends immediate rest as ad absolute 
vecessity, A school that is continual 
growing, with 180 students on the roll, 
cwploying ten Professors and teachers, 
demands constant, vigorous, and 
prayerful oversight. Under the pres. 
sure of this fact, the Tiustees had na 
free and lengthened conversation as to 
whut was best to be done, and they 
anunimously passed a resolution, Tht 
Dr. Fyfe shoud have rest at once, as 
fur ux possible, and that cessation trom 
labour should continue for twelve 
mouths if it were deemed vecessary. 
The Trustees feel assured that the 
churches will sustain them in this mat. 
ter, a8 the valuable life of De, F. seems 
to be almost necessary to carry out and 
purfect those plans which are now be. 
tore us for the wellure nud prosperity 
of our School, 

-_-—- 

Lord Dufferin appears to possess 
goud souud Knglish common sense, 
especinlly ou the matter of training up 
children in good behaviour. Un a 
recent visit to the Nurmal School at 
Moutreal, Lord Dufferin gave a brief 
address to the teachers-in. training 
there, and said :— 

I would venture to remind you that in 
your future relations with your young pu- 
pris you will be careful to remember that 
your lunctions must not be coutined weroly 
Ww the development ol their intelligence 
und the imparting of infurmation, but that 
there is also another duty we dnportant a. 
either of these, wnd that this is that you 
should endeavor to refine, d seipline, and 
elevate their general tehwviour, rendering 
thew polite, well-hred, deferential, respect. 
ful to their parents, to their «ders and 
their superiors Perhaps in a new couns 
try, where on every side we ure surrounded 
hy the evidences of prosperity, where « 
spirit ol ludependenc: is an eseentinl «leo. 
ment of success, whore nt uw very early age 
young persons ure called upon to tight ther 
own battles und to undersuke their own ro- 
sponsibilitics, it w very nat ral that there 
shuld be developed un exuberant spirit of 
sell.oonfidence.  Now-shat 1 would wens 
ture to nek you from time to tiwe to im- 
press upon your pu ils is this, that althyugh 
upon the une bund there is no quality more 
creditable than self-respect, yet un the 
other hand the very ol sellorespeot 
excludes soll assertion, wand | say it the 
more readily becwuso | confess if there is 
any criticism which | have tw pass upon 
the youth of this new country—I1 do not 
sy of Coundn espe mlly, but of the Uinti- 
went of Awerion - it is that | have been 
rtruck by the absence of the d. ference nid 
respect tor those who are older than thems 
relves to which we sull ching in Europe, 
Now, to use wn casunl illustration, | have 
observed in travelling on bourd the stews 

ning whout trom owe «nd of the vessel to 
the other, whom wore than once | have 
heen tempued to teke up wnd give a good 
whipping, 1 have seen thew thrust neide 
two wen in conversation, trample on die’ 

dresses, shoulder their way whout, without 
a thought of the pr they were 
vocusioning, aid what was more remnrkn. 
ble, these Little though tions ind inore tious did 
uot sect to wtitrmot the at ention ol their par. 
cots, When | ventured 10 mnke ao observa 
tion on this to the people with whow | have 
been travelling | was always wid that these 
htle plenving individunls came from the 
other side ol the tine. Well | hope thas 
this muy be so; at all events without in. 
quiring too strictly how that may he, | iruse 
shut the tenwchers of Canada will do their 
very best tw inculoate into their children 
the duties of politeness, of retind he 
haviour, of ros ject fur the old and of 

revere: oe for their parents, that they will 
rowmember that w great doal way be dune h 
kind y wud wholesome wdvice in this partis 
culur, and thus il Shey only wke wo. litle 
troubde they will copinibute greatly Ww 
render Cunnda, bob woly one of the best 
educated, mort prosperous, most successiul 
and richest, but une of the must patie, ol 
the beet bred und well munnercd coun's ive 
ul the Amerionn vnatinent. 

“It in sometimes said that manners 
like the guiden of the Lord." are wore iwporimnt thas money, Withe 

bouts on the dt. Lawrence, children run: |. 

ee amcor et S——————. - CT—— 

out instituting any comparsion between 
their relative values, we may unhesitats 
ingly pronounced that a purent would 
feel it a greater compliment to have a 
son spoken of as well-behaved, than 
e8 being smart and capable, without 
that quality. 

ESE Sm—— 

The Academy of Music in St. John 
is greatly embarrassed, aud itis pro. 
posed to hold u lottery to endeavour 
to relieve it from its present difficuls 
ties, The Kditor of the Visitor pro- 
poses that & combination of all the 
Evangelical Churches, Y. M, C. As~o- 
cintions, the Evavgelical Alliance, and 
the Temperance organizations of the 
city be formed for tho purpose of pur- 
chasing the Hall and then conse- 
crate it to moral aud religious purpo- 
res—for the free. proclamation of the 
Gospel to all classes of Society—and 
for all other interests adapted to pro 
mote the welfare of svciety—music 
included. 

en rl QI + mr wn 

Ou another page is a notice of the 
death of De. W, L. Bent of Digby. 
Having been favored with a somewhat 
intimate acquaintance with him for a 
number of years, we may be permitted 
to add our testimony to his unwavering 
christian character. The grace of hue 
mility ever shove forth as the great 
adornment of his christian protesvion. 
Like muny others, we fel that.in his 
removal we have lost a friend. Bat 
we trust that the sawe Lord who 
wrought in lim »0 much that was good 
will raise up others for the chureh in 
Digby, so that “the lutlo one may soon 
become a thousand, and the small one 
a strong nation. The Lord hasten it 
in his time." 

B. Musarave, K:q, wishes one of 
the numbers with a tractional part in 

his lute communication to appear more 
clenrly.; We republish the paragraph 
with the suid pumber more distinctly 
expressed : 

** In working out the hypothetieal equa 
tion from the conceived rativ (which stands 
thus — the prophetioal year, or x: 3654 i 
ITH: 2000) tin singular that we ubiin 
J42 and 1V3Y two thousnndths—a very 
close approximation to 343 days, us the 
analogous length of the propheticul year.” 

 --_—-—-— 

The Canadian Baptist asks: ** Why 
could not our brethreu—the Baptists of 
Nova Scotia and New Bravswick join 
with us in the support of the Teloogoo 
mission,” = instead of having an Inde. 
pendent Mission. We were not aware 
that our Canadian biethren had the 
Telogoo mission sulely dependent on 
& for support and direction. As 
¢ have understood their position, it 

is that the Teloogoo mission is one de- 
partment of the operntions of the Ame. 
rican Baptist Missionury Uaion 10 
which our Canudin brethren contri. 
bute. Is it nut so? 

~ Aotices, &r. 
Ancyre ano Pusni 0 — Rew 11 Achilles 

writes Feb Toh: 1 expect 8) leuve howe 
this week to perfor the mission appoinud 
we by the Western Mission Burd to Argyle 
wod Pubnico, wud expect to he on the 
ground next weck il nil is well and ho 
that Gud will approbate und bless." 

——— oy —— 
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