strength ; but there seemed to be no way
porsible ‘to gratify it. When the white
children would start for school, my heart
would follow them, and | would often ask
myself, ** Why is there no school for m» 7"

Thus year after year passed, until twen.
ty had flown without bringing any ehange
for the better, [ had spent most of wmy
spare time in reading, which wae the only
real enjryment [ could find,

- In 1808 I lefv my home for the South.
L spent three wonths in  Mewmphis. |
there saw the degredution, viee and igno-
rance of our people ; and T longed to see
them raised up, | did what [ could for
the children, T had no time for such work
exoept on Sunduys. [ would go out early
in the morning, gnther the ehildren into
the Sabbath School, epend two hours in
trying to teach them to rend, and telling
them about Jesus, and how mueh he bad
dono lor us,

During this time | heard of ‘this school
and seeing the great necessity there wiw
for teachers, I determined to use every
effurt within my power to prepare wnysell
for the work, [ did not dare rpenk of this
desire ; for the white people were bittorly
opposed to my going to echool, they woul
say; ** What an iden! a negress going w
co'lige " But when I returned to my wo-
ther [ told her of my derire. She gnve me
her consent, und also what money she ¢ uld
spare, with a promse that she would do
what she coulo to ussist we. | then came
8o this school, Oct 1809, | was hare but
s few months wien | was taken violently
ill with Typhoid fever, unl was oblged w
g’ home,  For three wonths [ was not
& le to leave my room. Ay #0n ue l re-
oov red I returnvd to school, By being
siok #0 long L tuund that not only my budy,
but wmy wind had beocvme seriouely e
paired ; and [ wae not able to necomplish
o8 wuch in wy studies as | should il 1 had
not be n wick, At the close of the terw 1
returved t Memphis,

I vpent the next year in teaching a school
of smull children. 1 ulso taught a pars of
last yoar ; but managed to get tosohool the
firet of Janumiy, | was here jurt one
month when I received a telegram calling
me home. | went, and found my dear
mother dying. Noune but those who have
a very denr friend own furm any concepition
of the noguirh that tlled wy heart at that
moment, My only earthly friend was gone,
and | was lefi alone with nune but stran
gers to look to for assistance. 1 staid un-
¢il I vaw my mother luid in her lnst restiog
piace,  Then | retuined, with heart filled
with sorrow, to rchool, My teachers were
all very kind and did all they could toale
vinte guy sorrow, I trust that | huve con-
secruted my lite to the service of the Lor;
and my chicl desnie I8 to prepare wyselt
for the work. 1 wish to go forth as an
carnest, ¢flicient nnd successlul laborer for
Josun. ‘

AnNa Trxas Tuourson,

Rev D W. Plillips, Nashville, in send-
jog us the above sketch wakes the follow-
log statement ¢

“Priiw-preee iy the genuine produstion of
the writer.  Yuu will ubeeive that she and
her wother were held i rlavery in Hiinis
She is very hght canplexion—tull of in-
tense vivacity, Sho was never in sohool
befure she eamo here,  She does excevding-
ly will in every thing that she takes hold
of. When gat'iering chlldren into the Sab
bath School in Mcemphis, she wes not u
Christiun. 1t was here that the light broke
lo upon her soul.  Such wre the wages thut
my grecious Muster Lus given me,

D. W, Puiuirs.
weCAristian Era,

- Sy -

THE INFLUKNCE OF TIHE NA.
TIONAL LIFE ON THE RATE
OF CONVERSION,

The history ol receut wod of early mis
eione is full of illustrations ol the way n
whieh the politien] wnd rocinl movenients
of w country hnve wifocted the progress of
Christianity.  Toe **work " in Mudngus.
our and the most joteresting publications
of Dr. Mulleus ofler ubundant waterinle in
support of this opivion,  The Apostles
thewmelves saw the ndvent in the history of
the wurld ae & gem in & setting prepured
fur it i="*lo due time.” * Nouw iu tie lul
ress of time.” The idem rume through
Miltn's Ode—

No war, or buttle's round
Was heard the wo | | wround,

e e spear und shicld were bigh up b g
The b whed chark ity stood
Uustained wth Losti'e hilood,

The trumpet spake 1.0t 10 the armed throng;
And hogs st stl] with awtul eye,
A If they sunly kuew iheir sovereign Loid

was by,

e adihan to the shatnbie st o
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verting power of the churches. Thix effec-
tive converting power is primnrily depen-
dent upon the Holy Ghost, but sceondarily
it in affected (1) by the spiritunl life ol
individual Christians, (2) by their aggres-
sive activity, and (3) by the preparcdnese
ol the unconverted,

(1) Syirituat life comprises the new hirth
~—lienrty love to God—devoted friendship
with Christ—humble dependence on the
Holy Ghost—growing simplicity and purity
of personal life,  There will be no dispute
nbout the influence of this upon ehurch in-
creaso. It suves purselves and those that
heor us.  Whatever- affects cur spiritunl
| fe will therefore affect the ndditions to our
churches,

(2) Tuis spiritual life must be ocoupied
in aggressive action—n the direct «ffurt to
win souls, And the result will bear some
proportion to the encrgy put forth, There

|| is & correlation of spiritual as of physieal

forces. A given quantity of heat will only
produce #0 much motion, And. a given
spiritunl life is only capable of 80 much
encrgy.  If this encrgy be turned into
other chunnels than aggressive work, it will
of course 8o fur diminish ¢fluotive convert-
ing power,

(3) Another element is yet necessary——
n certain receptivity in the unconverted, a
prepuration of them. It is when the secd
fulls into gowod ground-— ground prepared
and ready for it -that it bears Iruit,  No
stones, no shallowness, no thorns are in.
dispensuble to certain success, Ina few
years a popular wivister bas reeeived 800
mewmbhers by profossion ; 400 of these were
from the schools—that is, the prepared.—
In most relizious nwakenings the majority
of the converts will be found among the
young, the scholars, the members ol pious
lamilics, and the ignorant but not hardened
classes : they are most receptive of the
truth, That such receptivity i» a necessary
elewent in «floctive converting power is
shown hy the history of Christ's own per
sonal effort, Hins spiritonl life was perfect-
ly heatthy., Hie aggressive effort wae the
wisest, Yet [le had to lament its ieffec.
tiveness. And lle aecribes it to this Inck
of veceptivity. ** How often would 1—
but ye woul/d not.” * How hardly shall
they that have riches,” ** Woe unto thee,
Choragin !

We have therefore to inquire what in-
flueuces will depress spiritunl life; cheok
aggressive action, and hurden the heart,

(a) Spiritual life is wastod in partizan
controversies and is dissipated hy much cx-
citement—whether of joy or sorrow, The
membeps wt Philudolphin and Smyrnn grow
wealthy and forsake the sturdy simplicity
of their native church for the deadness of
Sardis or the lukewarmuoess of Laodicen,
Their prosperoustiess owts them | fe wnd
ove. This isn slow operation compared
with that of commercial punies and posti-
lence  These crush out the lile (rom the
soul with terrible rapidity,

effect ol n desth, We bury him in dark-
ness,  Faith heals over under tte intense
strain, There scews to be no reality any-
where but that one body wo lately kiseed
nrd reverenced——now rotting in the grave
Al is tlank.  There is no soul==no future
no Christ—~no God. The pressure on our
spiritual faculties verges on paralysis,

All sorts of trouble have similar effects.
Spread them in panic and plague over the
country, and the additions to the churches
will cense nt ~once. Till his enptivity iv
turned Job makes but a poor missionary.

() Direct nggreseive activity is disturbed
by every other work which aheorhs spiritunl
energy. Literary work, committees, pub-
lo weotings, chapel building, and certainly
chapel debrs, disturb it, There is such a
thing ax huilding tewples and torgetting
God.  Discussions upon the corn laws, the
minutes on edueoation, and Tractarionism
must,whgn cumbined, have disturbed direct
nguression on the world,

(¢) The feceptivity of the unconverted
in nffooted by all these things. Whatever
absorbs all thought, depresses or hardens
the world, lessens o far the ealoulable and
present eonverting power of the church,
Exhibitions, elections, wars, cotton famines,
wnd dull vrade destroy the onlm and sober
temper in which men are most rendy to
receive the truth. T'hey empty our chapels
or they prevent attention to the worship.
The oires of this world destroy the tender
blades. Mr. Garwood, of the Oity Missivn,
Mr. Stephen Duavin, late of the Buptist
Home Mission, snd Mr. Dunckley, Edisr
of the Manchester Exominer, unite in the
assertion thut general comfortibleness and
prosperity are most promative of religion
amo gt the poor,

We may therelore expeot —since spiritunl

pend upou the ovuvinel g and effoctive con-

lile, aggrosive wurk, aud readioes to re-
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'40,

Tuke wa a signul instance the temporary

ocive the truth are all affected by social
and nationnl movemwents—that the acoes.
sions to our churches would be proportion-
ntely affected by the general condition of
the country. Oun we hring this conclusion
to the test of facts? We can do so, and
it will bear the test.

If the dates of the chiel events which
have much perturbed the nationnl mind be
marked in connection with the tabuluted
returns of conversion. it will be found that
they fall immediately before a depression in
the wave-line of additions. lo the decade,
1830-40, the smallest additions were after
the commercinl distress of 1837. In the
deeade, 1840.50, there was quiet at the
heginning, and there is a corresponding in-
crewse in membership. In 42 the Free
Trade agitation began, and continued till
The Railway Manin was in '45, the
Punic in '46. These five years were also
filled with Edueational und Tructarian con-
troversies,  Then rccoeeded the potato
famine and the Chartist excitement, Cow-
pare these dates wi h the wave-line of in-

orcase, and you will fioel them followed and |

accompanied by continued depressiin.

In the next decade, 1850-60, we hud the
Exbihition, the Crimean War, the Indian
Mutiny, and the Panic ol '57. These
Inst events made & singularly marked in
dentation on the “riting wave-line of in-
crease,

In the last decade, 1860-70, the early
yeurs were culm and the wave of increase
retained its clevation till hroken down by
the Exhibition, the Biventenary, and the
full of eotton imports from 1.300,000,000
in 60-°01 to 523,000 000 in 62 The na-
tion slowly revovered, and the wave-lines
rose, only to be depressed again by the
panic of '06 and kept down by Refirm wgi
tation in State and Chureh — clements
which are still at work, especially the
Intter. v '

This is, altogether, very fair presumptive
evidence that the growth in owr church
membership is partially off cted by the cur-
rent of the national life.~ Frceman.

FATHER IYACINTHE TO MR.
VAN METER.

The N. Y. Independent publishes the fil-
lowing letter Irom Futher Hyncinthe t Mr.,
Vun Meter whose sohools in Rome have re-
cently been suppressed :

Sir,~It is now some "years since, at
Rowe, while passing St. Peter’s, in oem-
pany with a priest of imy own order, n
peasant respectfully appronched us and
avked the name of that church. * Powvera
macchina!' sid my companion, with a
swile, when the rustiogfiad passed out of
hearing, and we continued vur walk past
the almost supernntural glory of the war.
hle pile. But my own adwmiration was
dampened, and | could not enrrv on s
garly my part of the rnidicule of the wan
in the fuve ol the wuperctitious regard for
watter [ was haunted by the vision of
the ignorant and superstitious creature who
4ovmed 10 me o represent un entire people
| returned to my cell in the convent and
wis overwhelmed with grief and a'most
with despair a8 [ rend these words of the
Evangelist ; * Yo have taken away the key
of knowledge [ ye entered not in  your.
selvos, and them that were eutering ye
hindered." Since that time the tewpora!
power of the Pope has bLe n crushed be.
neath the feet of his faults ([ will not ray
0is crimes), and it were easy to believe
that with politieal liherty thero had en-
tered ioto Rume not only the eduestion of
the peuple, which of itwelt is insufficient,
and way be ruinous; but moral and re.
bigious instraction,  You and 1, sir, have
been mure or less the viotims of this ploas-
ing delusion ¢ and we ret .rued to the oly
City some wmonths ago t) see nearer at
hund, aod, i’ possible, t) wid by our devo-
tion the inmuguration of w new and truly
Christian order.  You have not eounted on
the ill will, and especinily on the leok of
the intelligence of the [tlian Government
which, yielding wm its own tura tw the
strange blindness of the temporal power,
wncritices every day the interests to the po-
litical ocoupation of Rowe the greas wis.
sion which belongs to it."

* Sealiger has 8+id that the ltulisns are
all wore or lows Atheists,  This opinion ie
epigrammatio, but eertninly ex‘ravagant
It in true, however, that wiint is especinlly
Incking in sbis rece, otherwise so favored,
to make it a grewt people, is laith,  Ancient
Rowe was one of the wost religious cities
in the world ; modern | aly is alwost the
cuntrary, where religion and, if the v hole
truth must he spoken, cvnscivnce is beld in
the luart estovm,"”

‘ Nevertheless, my de.r sir, your noble

aitempt will not be (ruitless, You have

"
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reason to love a country which deserves
hetter rulers than those who have governed
it for ages ; and you have reason to helieve
in its regeneratigh by the Chrstian in-
struction and edueation of the people, and
it is not in wvain that you have brought
thither from the other side of the occan
the sohools whose proeperity is the glory
ol Americn and whose closing, entirely due
to a hypoeritionl 'wnd brutal faith, will not
always be the disgrace of Rome.™
** Hyacintar Loyson,

A Case ror Prry,—The Syn.d of Ken-
tucky, by a vote of twenty-four to thirteen,
condemned ** any and all action on the part
of the Preshytery which might seem to
countenance the right of ministers of our

church, in any onse, to administer baptism -

by immerson,” upon which The Christian
Index remarks: ** Wo pity the sad onse of
these ministers, with no authority from the
church to immerse and none from Christ to
#prinkle or pour.” |
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Frriows' Cowrounn Syrur or [lrro-
PHOSPHITES .~ Clorgymen who were obliged
to withdraw from the pulpit on acoount of
Clergymen's Sore Throat, have recuvered
hy using this invaluable preparation, and
and are now preachiog again  Being an
excellent nervous tonio, it exerts a direct
ivfluence on  the nervous system, and
through it it invigorates the body,

Correspondence.

-

For the Christian Messenger,

“ UNITED EMPIRE AND A NA.
TIONAL POLICY)"

This was the suhject of a lecture de-
livered by R.'G. Haliburton, M. A,, before
the Acadin Ather@am, on Friday evening,
31st inst.  The speaker mude sowe intro-
ductory remarks on the bisturicul char oter
of Woullville, alluding to the Acadiave and
and their expulvion by the British.

The dream of ‘the ** Unitd Empire Loy-
alists ot 1776,” then claiwmed his attention,
Nuver was an iden do indelibly stamp d
upon the history of & cvuntry. Ty such
wn extent has it entered into our duily life,
that * United Ewpire ” hus been abbreviat-
od into »* U, E.." for populur use. The
titles to lunds in Ontario, dute back to what
wre still cited in ourts of law w8 “ U E,
grants,”"  The very grave has cluimed not
only the drenwers but also their dreawms ;
and U, E, grave-yurds ' are the hunored
resting place of the Loyalists and thewr
decendents,  As philantbhropie diplomney
stripped ** the refugees ™ uf wll their world

ly possessions, they hud little to bequeath

to us but the lestons of their misfortuncs

At present we fear thore is Lut little to
encourage us to look aoross the water in
our axpirations for nutivnal unity ; but we
way hope that at some future day we may,
by & re-union of the E ylish race on thie
continent pave the way for a gravder and
a wider union,

The polar star of the United Empire
Loynlists of 1776 was Luyalty to the Crown,
and 1t Jed thew, as we huve secn, to dis
union, to exile, to sacrifices, to humiliation,
The watchword of the United Bmpire Loy-
alists of the futute must be ** Re.union of
the Ewmpire,” wnd ** Loyalty to the Race ”

A re-union of tho English rave may well
startle us by ite grandear, for if realised,
it would dwart the greatest nations of an-
tiguity, and beovme ore of the wonders of
history. Nor need we believe the problew
a hopeless one, or that language, vlsewhere
powerful cunnot re-unite the wide spread
hranches of the English race by its influ-
ence. In our day the wagio power of the
Gurman tongue has renlised the dream of &
Untted Germany, As burbarism is elevated
into elvilisation, ite tiihes and clans nry
merged into nutions.  Thé vations of evi-
limation themselves ure now about to real]

n new stage of development ; and their fu-
ture veems destined to be reguluted by a
voioe that, ouming to thew irow the very
cradle of their race, will revive on a gran

der senle, the satue rivalries that marked

the early history of the world,

“ How ean we bring wtout o Natiooal
Polioy "' Severul rchemes huve been pro-
posed ; but none meet the iden of the KEng-
lish people.  Firet, & common parlinment
was suggested,  But thus s nos wanted for
wo bave pur own Heuse of Cumwons, and
our Housd of Lorde, ‘1w meond sehome,
& Council fur the Ewjire would be imprac-
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ticable, And thethird—sending ambassa-
dors to England,—would be ohjectionahle,
for we would thus be looked upun asa
forcign “country. But a National Policy
oan be hetter attained by a representation
in the British Cabinet,

We are not afraid of our future, we do
not want British ocapital, or troope, but
what we do want is British bone and
sinew. Three millions and a half of Eng-
lish, Seotch, and Irish have left their homes
for other lunds, and of these but very few
have settled on British woil. It has bheen
estimated that every immigrant is worth
one thousand dollars to a country. There.
fore, the amount we lose by allowing Eng-
lish suhjeots to emigrate to other countries
in immense. The population must ulti.
uintely deeide the wealth of a country,

The lecturer closed with a hrief account
of the North Weest, and spoke of the cflorts
nade by the head of the Iinigration de-
partment to preserve an entirely French
population in that country.

-

For the Christiam Measenger.

Mr. Edvorg—

It is to be regrotted that the students at
Dulhousie College are encournged or per-
witted to publish unkind and unjust attacks
upon the other colleges. Tou sy nothing
of the discourtesy of the thing, the policy
% not & wise one.- [t must be remembered
that King's and Acadia have been in ope-
rtion a goud wany years, and have edu-
outed o lnrgo number of thuse who are to-
duy swong the wost able and influential
wen in the country., The public under~
stand tolcrably well the character of these
institutions, and are not hkely therelore,
tu be wisled by any thing the students of
D lhousie may say. But about Dalhousie
the publie know in reality very litde, She
has given an ahundance of promise, but
the lew men she has turned out hns not
had time a8 yet to do much credit to their
Alma Mater, ** By their fruits ye shall
know them,” is true of culleges as well as
of other things, ‘and it is only the part of
wisdum to wait till the fruit has had time
to mature a little befure we decide upon ite
quality, Meanwhile, such exhibitivns of
the unripe article ns are to be found in the
“Dalhousie Gazette of the 11th inst,, are
not very encouraging. It would, ot cuuree,
be unfair tor us to infer that the had logie
and the reckless disregard of truth and
honor that charucterised that editorinl were
due 10 the training recvived at Dalhousie.
At the same fime it cnn hardly be credita~
ble to thut Institution to buve such speci-
mens ol her handiwork paraded before the
public eye. Let ua hope that the friends
of Dulhousie will ree this matter in its true
light, and put an ¢nd to the nuisance.

Jan, 3lst, 1873, H.
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For the Christian Messonger,

STATE OF RELIGION IN TUE
OLD COUNTRY.

Dear Brother ,—

I received two letters by the last Eoglish
ma:l, which cuntain statements and vbser-
vations worthy of permanent recurd.

One is from Seotland. My friend says:

““ While there are very. many carness
praying christians continually av work, the
groeeal standurd of picty here is low. The
chureh and the world appear to be journey-
ing threugh life hand in bhand. Doctrinal
crror pervades the ohurches, Broad Chareh
views and Rationulism are making steady
progress, and undermining the wpiritual
vitality of the ch.rehes, but more cepecially
those departments which in Eoglund and
Soutland are cornected with the State,—-
Young men of education and oocoupying
goud s il poeitions wre led asteny by lalse
rhepherds, who cooupy many pulpit in aly
parte of the country; while others are
Statesappointed thevlogioal tenchers. It
is thus the evil influence is exorted, and
wen's souls are destroyed by * wolves in
sheep o clothivg,' "

A Baptist brother in Eogland writes
thus i —

growing iu strengih, and 1 think ite reiig
ous cvudition. wns uever better. Our
winisters, with rare exceptions, boldly und
clonrly preach Christ, and thore ie lews
hesitancy fn thiir utterances than a fow
yeare ngo.  In the present state of England
this 1 of great value. Some amongst ue
think they see a reaction against the scep
ticul tendencies of the time, and antigipute
a revival of picty and godliness in the land,
Muy the Lord grant it !™

These extracts nre instructive, Muy we
share in the anticipated * revival !

Yours truly,

Feb. 4, 1873 J. M Crane,

“ Qb the whole, our bedy is certainly

&)




