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CAS' ING LL ON JESUS.

I left it all with Jesus
Long afn : N e

All my sin I brought Him,
And my woe.

When by faith 1 saw Him
On the tree,

Heard His swall still whisper,
“'Tis for thee,”

From my heart the burden
Roll'd away---

“Happy day !

1 leave it ol with Jvsue,
For He knows

How to steal the bitter
I'rowm life's woes ;

How to gild the tear-drops
With His smile,

Make the desert garden
Bloon: awhile ;

When my wenkness leaneth
On His might,—
All seems hight,

I leave it all with Jesus
Day by day;

Fuith cun firmly trust Him
Come what may,

Hope has dropy 'd her anchor,
Found her rest

In the calm, sure heaven
Of His breast;

Love e:teems it heaven
To abide
At His side.

Oh'! leave it all with Jesue,
Drooping soul !

Tell not balf thy story,
Eut the whole.

Worlde on worlds are banging
On His hand,

Life and death »re waiting
His comwand ;

Yet, Hlis tender bosom
Makes thee room—
Oh, come hume '—

RBeligious.

For the Christian Messenger,
A NEW YEAR'’S BLESSING.

- -

%A HAPPY NEW YEAR " l—will be
the exclamation when friends meet this
morning, all the world over, The
Christian does not refuse to adopt the
usual expression of, good wishes, while
be holds himselt at liberty to interpret
the words in a Clristian manner.

What will make this year a year of
blessing ?  In order to answer that
question, let us survey the state of the
world in 4 religions point of view, that
we may lea n what is the special want
of the times. We have no need to
perplex ourselves about the unquiet.
nq? of France or Germany, Spain or
It@ y, or with the schemes of ambi-
tious, intrigueing politicians.  *¢ Let
the potsherds strive with the potsherds
of the earth” (Isa. xlv. 9.) It will be
sufficient for us to look at things reli-
giously, and to ask, with solemd earnest-
ness, ** Watchman, what of the night ?”
(Tsa' xxi. 11,)

That part of the world which is call-

- ed ** Christendom” i8 divided into the

Eastern, the homan Catholic, and the
Protestant Churches. The Kastern
Churches are for the most part masses
f ignorance and superstition, The
oman Catholic church, in addition to
the unchristian dogwas, the reception
of which is declured to be necessary, to
salvation, has now required of its mem-
bers a profession of fuith in the infalli-
bility of the pope, thus placing the
yoke of an ignolle bondage on .the
necks of the people, and depriving the
word of God of its just hounour ; while
at the same time it avows utter hostility
to freedom in its most cherished forms,
refuses to acknowledge the rights of
conscience, and claims to be superior
to *“the powers that be,” which ar
“ ordained of God” (Rom. xiii. 1.)
~ Priestly arrogunce infects both the
Rowish and the Protestant Kpiscopal

professions. 1t'd es mnot eatisfy the

clergy that they are respected as the

authorised teachérs of' their iom

tions. ' They assame to'be the only au-
thorised teachers of religion, and will
not recognise as. chris ‘ministers

. those who are held to be such in other

sive claims by the assertion of what is
called the “apostolic succession,” which
has been again and again shown to be
a_ nulity, but is still tepaciously
grasped In the Roman Catholic com-
mupity the priesthood is invested with
the power of absolution, which involves
the necessity of confession, and so the
souls of men are bound down in subjec-
tion to their fellow-creatures. The
practice of confession has been intro-
duced by some of the clergy of the
ritualistic sect into the church of Eog.
land, and produces the usual effects,
causing the priest to swell with pride,
and reducing the people to the mean-
ness of slavery—slavery of the worst

,| sort.

Is it not to be greatly lamented that
men who ar: called Protestants have
so far forgotten the principles embodied
in Protestantism as to connect the be-
stowment of grace with. the outward ob-
servance of the *“’'sacraments,” as they
are termed, but th.n only as they are
administered by the priesthood—and to
authorise prayers for the dead, the ad-
oration of the Virgin Mary, and other
Romish novelties, for resisting which
our forefathers yielded up their lives ?
* Ichabod " is written on the walls of
many a chureh, within which, in foi.

- | mer years. the pure gospel of Christ was

proclaimed.

~The spread of unbelief is still more
dlarming. It assumes divers forms.
Among scientific men, under the garb of
reverence for law is hidden a denial of
God. " “And men are dissuaded trom
prayer, which, it is alleged, is' de-
void of efficacy. Learning and ecritio-
s are employed for the mutilation ‘o

| the Bible and the disparagement of" its

authority. Tnspiration is shorn of ity
glory, and miracles are denounced ‘a¥
impostyres. ' Large nombérs of the

.| working classes, particularly in cities

and towns, rejeet the claims of religion,
and hold its professors and friends o
contempt. here is prevalent, too,
even in Christian churches, 'a loose
handling of the truth, and a want of
reverential regard to'the word of God.
Intellect is deified, and its rightful
hovour dénied to faith.

It is true, that the number of per-
sons making a credible profession of
odline-s  was never so great, and that
the exhibition of Christian benevolence
was pever so extensive and glorious.
[tis also true, that the indirect influen-
ces of Christianity are powerlul and
manifuld.  But there are drgwbacks,
the existence of which cannot be con-
cealed. The namie ** Christian” is as-

\

stand nor exemplify Christianity, but
are nevertheless acknowedged as mem-
bers of communities bearing the title of
*churches ”;- while their unholy lives
embolden the wicked in their vices, and
are pleaded by observant heathen as
offering valid reasops for their rejec:
tion of the gospel. - Practices are con-
nived at by many in the walks of bus.
iness, which can hardly be deemed com-
patible with strict honesty. In the
eagerneé:s to amass riches many men
are so engrossed by the pursuit that
their higher interests are afmost, if pot
altogether neglected ; and those who
serve them are deprived of opportunities
for wental and religious improve-
ment. The expenditure for luxuries,
in the various forms of indulgence, oc-
casions the waste of immense sums of
money, for the use of which an account
will have to be given bereafter. The
contributions of even good men for
benevolent and religious purposes (not-
with-fanding the progress made in tha

t
¥ | respect within the last fifty years) is i/

most instances sadly out of proportion
to their wealih, I‘h"éct eftorts for th

conversion of asinvers are few an

feeble. Holy discipline is too general-
ly slack and powerless in many
o‘lm‘rdye‘a“;‘ in others, it bas long ceased
to exist. ' The consecration of talent to
the Lord’s 'service is fur beneath thie

ca many men

who ought to be e 'in 'winting

opg R T
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ease and ocom bt
The result

all thils is that pro-

denominations, defending their exolu-

sumed by millions who beither under- [*te God.

bome, Christianity is wmoviog at a
snail like pace. = Abroad, converts are
reckoned by tens (or, in exceptional
cases, by hundreds) instead of thous-
ands. At the present rate of advance,
how long will it be before C'hristendom
becomes Christian? How long, be-
fore *‘the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters
cover the sea " (Isa. xi. 9.)

What, then, is to be done? Much,
every way.. All ehristians are bound
to search and try their ways, and turn
again to the Lord” (Lam. iii. 40.)
Whatever, in temper or in life, tends
to make a min or a church a stumb-
ling-block, munst be removed. Sloth
must be shaken off, covetousness re-
pented of and forsaken, and all chris-
tian graces quickened int~ new life,
And this must be every individual's
personal care, the ministers, of course,
taking the lead.” KEvery one must
‘“ mourn apart” (see Zech. xii. 10-
14.) Then, when we are doing the
Lord’s will, we may * cry mightily”
to him for help ; for the world will not
be evangelized till the church is re-
stored awd reyived. If some are
ready to ask, **Is the Lord among
us or not !” (Exod. xvii. 7)—let all la
hold on the promises, and plead them
before the throne of grace, with faith
and fervour, ** Ye that make mention
of the Lord, keep not silence, and give
bim no rest, till be establish, and till
be make Jerusalem a praise in the
earth” (Isa. Ixii. 6, Z)

An outpouring of the Holy Spirit !
An abundant outpouring! surely that
is the gracions promise of the Lord ?
“ I will pqur water upon him that is
thirsty, and floeds upon the dry
ground: 1 will pour my Spirit wpon
thy seed, and my, blessing upop thine
oftspring ; and they shall spriag up as

awong the grass, as willows by the
water-courses. '_?@q"shall say, I am
the Lord’s; aod gnother shall eull

bimself by the name of Jacob: and
another shall subscribe with bis haud
unto the Lord, and ‘urname himselt by
the name  f Israel” (Isa. xliv. 8—3.)
Tue fullilment of the promise, is con-
genial with the mind and heart of God.
“1f ye, being evil, know how to give
good gifts unto your children;how wuch
~more shall your Heavculy Father give
the Holy Spirit to them that ask him”
{Luke xi,-13)? 'When it shall plesse
God to grant to his church a general
outpouring ‘of the Spirit the evils
which have been adverted to in this

itualism will hide its head.
‘Worldliness ‘will yield to spirituality.
Will-worship will be given up. The
Bible will recover its propér suprem-
acy ; and the universal response to irs
commands will be, as of old, ** ANl that
the Lord hath said will we do, and be
obedient,” -(Exod. xxiv. 7.) |

The writer is not a Millenarian,
Repeated examinations of the state-
ments of Scripture respecting the com-
ing of the Lord have issued iu the
conviction that there are but two events
to which that phrase can be legitimately
applied, viz., the Incarnation and the
Final Judgment. Jesus eame at fiest,
in the flesh, that he might accomplish
the work of reédemption, by giving him-
self for the Church. He will comé
again * the second time, without sin,
unto salvation,” (Heb, ix. 28), to com-
plete the happiness of his people, and
bring to a close the dispensations of
God towards mankind.  Meanwhile, he
manages the concerns of'. the - great
spititual kingdom, and the bestowment
of the Spirit 1s under his control. By
that bestowment he gnsures the success
of the Church.  From age to age the
showers of blessing. which. he  has
caused to descend have made the desert
to “ rejoice and, blossom as the rose,”
(Isa. xxxv. 1), a8 ‘at .the time of the
Reformation, und at the gredt revival
in the last century. ‘The présent state
o{ﬂm world séems to call'for a rentw-
al of such manifestations ;' and the
Church'is ‘warranted "and enmm
to exclaim, “Ch that thoy. woulde:
rend the heavens. t

eavend. that thou wouldést
come down,” (Isa. Ix |

).

gress is slow and increase small. At

paper will soou flee away. . Seepticicm |
will give ﬂuo to faith and submission’
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Brethren, this is the “ New YEAR'S
BLESSING.” - We can have it. If we
“ask’ in faith, nothing wavering,”
(James i, 6); if we * pray without
ceasing,” (1 Thess. v. 17)—in the
Church, in.the family, and in the closet,
if our walk before God shall harmonise
with our prayers; if we put away the
sellish, the worldly, the slothful, and
live and labour for the Lord as well as
pray—Ike will * have mercy unpon us,
and bless us, and cause his face to
shine npon us,” and  his way will be
“ known upon earth, his saving health
among all nations” (Psalm Ixvii, 1, 2).
The “ Ncw Year’s blessing” will glad--
den, and sanctily, and save, and the
Church will ‘ arise and shine, because
her light is come, and the glory of the
Lord is risen upon ber,” (Isa Ix. 1).
J. M.C.
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THE MENNONITES.

THEIR RELIGIOUS TENETS AND USAGES.
BY BLANDINA CONANT.

Forty  thousand Mennonites, it is
said, are about to seek a home in the
United States. It is woirth while to
inquire what are the characteristics of
this vast body of immigrants; what
they bring to us from the old world ;
why Europe casts them forth.

The Mennonite seeks in the Bible
not only rules to guide his counscience,
but in his manners, dress, customs, he
conforms with rigid exactoess to a lit-
eral interpretation of its  teachings.
Inspired prophecy loses its poetio ecolor-
ing, and the charm of Orieuntal hyper-
bole vauishes in painful fidelity ro the
letter. And yet there is a guileless-
uess in this homely simplicity which
disarms criticism, especially since we
find , practice and precept conform so
closely, that, with the Mennouite,
turning his cheek to the smiter is no
mere figure of speech, and that his’

e e ———
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ocive no salary. They work with their
hands, wear the same dress and live
with the same frugal simplicity as their
flock. S %

As the Mennonites follow the ex-
ample and precepts of the Master with
the utmost strictness no circumstances
however trifling and minute, is neglect.
ed. Since he, after the Supper, wash-
ed the disciples’ feet, they perform the
same ceremony. In the ordinance of
baptism, a studied simplicity is ob-
served. The candidates wear new gar-
ments, but of no special fashion. ()ne
by ong they are conducted into a room
where only two persons, the pastor and
the deacon,are present. Kneeling down,
the catechumen repeats a credo.
pastor asks if he desires to be baptized.
“Yes,” he answers. *In whose
name I “In the name of Jesus our
Lord™ ** What is your name ?”- The
candidate gives his name. The dea-
con then presents a boxl of water to
the pastor, who takes some in his hand
and pours it on the head of the candi-
date, pronouncing the words: * I bap-
tize thee in the pame of the Faiker,
and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost.” Then, raising him, the pas-
tor says, “ Rise and go, in the name of
Jesus Cbrist.”  After all the candi-
dates have been baptized, they meet
together to worship God. A month
later, they take the communisn for the
first time. The Lord's Supper is re-
garded as merely a commemoration of
Christ’s death, and is administered as
in most Protestant churches. '

M. Michiel gives a lively description
of the Monnonite marriage cermonies in
the Vosges. They follow, point by
point, the model laid down, as they be-
lieve, in Scripture. The story of
Eliezer, sent by Abraham to select a
wife for Isaac, is copied as literally as
possible.

When a young man has obtained his
parents’ cousent to his marriage, he

goods are literally bestowed to feed.lho‘( informs the Zhird Servant of his in-

or. | .
poM. Michiel, in his charming sketch of

life in the Vosges, gives an interesting
necount of this curious sect. . These
mouutain solitudes offered asylums to
the persecated Mennonites. There

they flocked in great numbers, and have

turned the wilderness into a garden.
But, whether in safety or in peril, in

the desert or the crowded city, every,

where they have maintained the same

characteristics,. Narrow and prejudiced

they are, no doubt, for persecution

does not foster ** sweetness and light;”

and they have clung with the more ar«
deut devoticn to tenets sanctified by

the blood of so many martyrs ; but,

though outraged, belied, and outlawed,
they have beea steadfast in their faith,
and have never raised their hand

against the oppressor.

The fundamental article of their creed
is  the rejuction of infant baptism.,
Children are . carefully instructed in
the Mennonite doctrines, and at the
age of fourteen or fifieen are usually
admitted into the church. They do
not belicve that baptism effaces origin-
ul sin ; for that disappeared when the
Saviour uttered his loud, expiring ery
upon the cross, The price of our ran-
som was then paid, and man entered
upon a new existence. Of course,
children dying in infancy are saved,
since they hive commited no sin.

The Mennonites reject the authority
of tradition, and take the Bible as their
sole guide. not'ouly-in matters of faith
but in the affyirs of daily life. They
bave vo stately hierarchy, no magnifi-
cent churches.  All places are equally
sacred to the Almighty. ‘Why build
him costly temples?  From their own
number their officers’ are évery year
selected—one, the pistor, or ** Servant
of AN," to preach; baptize, administer
the communion, and gnve the general

oversight of the Wrcb ; another, the |
+ Second ' Servadt,” t ‘expound the

Seripuure and” he @nfoscion of fuith:
and to preach when the pastor is absent.
To the 1gh;d', the deacon, or “ Servant
of ‘the Poor,” "is intrusted the care of
the ‘neédy and’ infirm. That no false
doctriné way slip fn unawares, he is

th the oversight of the

tentions. and employs him to make
tbem known to the waiden and her
family. The Steckelmann (as be is
called on such occasions), mpunts his

yards, and proceéds to the house of
her father. He stops at the fountair,
in the mountaios placed before cach
dwelling, As soon as the girl perceives
him, she trips out of the house, pitcher
in {\and, and proceeds to fill it. In-
clining his head, the Steckelmann en-
treats a drink from her pitcher. * Most,
willingly,” she replies ; and he moistens

well received, she fills the wooden trough
below the fountain, and invites the am-
bassador to let his thirsty beast drink
also, If not, she returns to the
‘house without auvother word, After
the animal has drunk, the Steck-
elmann takes from his valise the pre-
sents destined for the modern Rebekah,
a piece of linen, a gown, nnd a kerchief
for the veck, and presents them to the
maiden, He then asks if'there is room
in her father's house. She answers in
the affirmative, and hastens to inform
her parents of the expected visitor,
Her father goes out to receive him,
** Enter, thou blessed of the Lord,” he
[saya. “ Why standest thou without ?
Our house is open to thee, and we ‘will
shelter thy beast also,” The Stick-
elmann aligh's, and enters. Food is
placed before him, but he refuses to
taste a morsel till his errand is made
known. Then he formally demands
the girl's hand, mentioning the name of
her lover, and all details necessary on
such an oceasion, The  parents
answer, *“It is God who has sent you,
It is he who has put the words in
your wmouth, How can we but rese
pect ‘his will? We must, however,
consult our daughter; for we cannot
~marry our ¢hild against her wishes.”

The'miaiden, who has retired to an-
‘other room, is now recalled, and
‘asked if she accepts the proposed hus-
‘band.  With modest timidity, she ‘re-

tken served, after which the Steckel«
‘mann returns to give an aceount of his
mission. . ; «

pastor's discourses. These officers re-

The burial ceremonies of the Men-

The |

horse, though the distance be but a few

his lips with the water,  If the offer is-

replies, “ 1 will follow him under the
roof where he dwells.” . A repast. is
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