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THE DESERT ROCK.

Rock o' the desert, pouring still
Thy streams the thirsty ~oul to fill:
Rock of the deseit, now aa full
Of liv'ng water, pure and cool,

We stund beside thy stream.

Rock of eternity, to thee
In thirst : nd weariness we flee;
Thy waters cannot cease to pour ;
Their tulness is forevermore,

Let him that thirsteth come.

Bright Watcr of cternity,
We come, we come, to drink of thee.
The voice of we!lcome thar we hear,
The voice dispe:ling every fear,

Is, ** Whosoever will.”

River of life, upon thy brink

We sit and of thy waters drink;

The murmur of thy sparkling wave é

Speaks still of Him'who cam  to save,
Who bids us dirink aud live.

Acligions.

MR. GLADSNTONE ON THE TEN-.
DENCIES OF MODERN
UNBELIEF.

On the 21st ult., Mr. Gladstone dis-
tributed the prizes to the pupils of
¢ Liverpool College,” and afterwards
delivered a long and instructive ad-
dress to the audience assembled on the
occasion. His views on education

were expressed in the following
terms :—

“ With regard to the old education,
I would speak in term., I hope, of
moderation. Here ard there you may
find a man whose secll-traiving power
is such that he can dispense with all
appliances from without ; but these are
rare instances indeed—

Pauci,
Dis geniti, potucre.

I speak not of the one, but of the mil-
lion ; and, as among the million, 1 af-
firm that there is uo traiving for the
conflicts and the toils of life, so far as
[ bave seen, which does greater jus-
tice to the receiver of it than the old
training of the English public schools
and Universities. [ speak of my own
experivnce and observation in the
sphere in which I have lived ; but pro-
bably there are few spheres, though I
will not say there ure none, in which
the whole muking of a wan is more
severely tried. That wy testimony.
which 1s limited, may be definite, I
will add that I speuk of such training
as it was at Oxford more than 40
years ago. All this must be a para-
dox and a stumbliug-block to such as
think that the sole or main purpose of
education is to stock the mind. with
knowledge as a shop is stocked with
goods, and that the wants of life are
to be met like the wants of eustomers,
And doubtléss one of the purpcses of
education is thus to furnish materials
for future employment ; but this is its
lower, not its higher, purpose. The
shop tukes no benefit, though it may
take damage, from the wares which it
receives ; but the greatest and best use
of the infurmatiou which is imported.
into the mind is to improve the mind
itself. (Hear, hear.) A more instruc-
tive comparison may be drawn between
education and food. As the purpose
of food is to make the body strong and
active, 8o the main purpose of educa-
tion is to make the mind solid, elastie,
and capable of endaring wear and tear.
The studies which are most useful, so
far as utility is external to the mind,
though they are on that account the
most popular, and though they are in-
dispensable —such, I mean, as reading,
writing, arithmetic, modern languages,
or geography—are those which do not
most but least for our intellectnal and
moral training. The studie.”™ which
bhave it for their main object p act on
the composition and capacity of the
man, will, to such as follow them with
their whole lLieart, be found to yield a

_richer harvest, but the seed may be

a multitude of details,

longe”r in the ground. Yet I fully ad-
mit that the test of a good education

is neither abstract wnor inflexible.

.| Such an education must take accouut

both of the capacity of the pupil and of
the possibilities of his future calling.
All ‘{ would plead for is that where
there is a choice the highest shall be
preferred. ‘¢ [t was our duty to have
loved the highest,” and our duty it
ever must remain. In this institution
I trust the prerogatives of the highest

‘will always be admitted ; and around

it will be marshalled, each in its due
order and degree, the numerous and
ever multiplying studies of which every
one has an undoubted title to honour
in its tendency to embellish or improve
the lite of man. But, indeed, there is
much to be said and done about educa
tion besides determining the relative
claim+, or, as it would now be called,
the due co-ordination, of the different
kiuds of knowledge. Quite apari from
these claims, much, my younger {riends,
and more than you can as yet per-
haps fully uuderstand, depends upon
the -spirit in which those Kkinds of
knowledge are pursued. And this
at lefist depends, not upon the in.
cidental advantages of birth or wealth,
but uwpon ourselves. The favours of
fortune have both their value and their
chaim ; but there is in a man himself,
it he will but open out and cultivate

his manhood, that which will supply
their place.”

It is truly refreshing to read the ob-
servations and warniogs of the Prime
Minister of Great Britain, on the dan-
gers and tendencies of modera unbelief.

We quote again from the report in the
Times :—

““&n an occasion like this I should
not Lave desired, even before those ot
you, my younger friends, who are on
the threshold ot active and respousible
manhood, to ~dwell in a marked mao-
ner on the trials you will have to en-
couunter. But the incidents of the time
are no common incideuts, and there is
one among them so obtrusive that youth
eannot long enjoy its natural privilege
of unacquaintance with - the mischief,
but at the same time so formidable
that youth really requires to be fore-
warbed against the danger. [ refer to
the extraordinary and boastful mani.
festation in this age of ours, aud es.
pecially in ¢he year which is about to
close, of the extremest forms of unbe-
lief. (Applause.) T'aw not about to
touch upon the djfferences which dis.
tinguish and partly sever the Church
of England frcm those communions by
which it ia surrrounded ; whether they
be of Protestant Nonconformists, or of
tho-e who have recently incorporated
into the Christian faith what we must
suppose they think a bulwark and not
a danger to religion, the doctrine of
Papal Infullibiliy. For handling con.
troversies of such a class this is not
the time, I am not the person, and my
office is not the proper office. It is not
now only the Christian Church, or only
the Holy S-riptures, or only Christi-
anity which is attacked. The dispo-
sition is  boldly proclaimed to deal
alike with root and branch, and to snap
the ties which under the still venerable
name of religion unite man with the
unseen world, and lighten the strug-

gles and the woes ot life by the hope
of a better land.

(Applause.)

I will not pain and weary you with
I will only re-
fer by name to one who is not a Brit-
ish writeg—to the learned German, Dr.
Strauss.
fame than any DBritish writer who
marches under the same bavuner, He

has spent a long life in what he doubt.
lessdhinks a good ecause; and I men.
tion him with the respect which is just.
ly due not only to bis ability but tu his
straightforward earpestness and to the
fairness and mildoess towards antagon-
ists in argyment with which, so far as 1
have seen, he pursues his ill-starred
and hopeless enterprise. (Applause.)
He has published v
year a volume entitled The Old Belief
and the New, In his introduction he .
frankly raises the question whether,

uring' the present
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‘tle is a man of tar wider|

considering the progress wlhich culture
has now made, there is any longer oc-
casion to maintain relivious worship in
any form whatever. Why, he asks on
behall not only of himself, but of a
party in Germany for which he speaks
and for which he claims that it answers
to the state of modern thought—*‘ why
should there be a separate religious
socivty at all, when we have already
provision made for all men in the
State ; the school, science, and fine
art ! In his first chapter he puts-the
question, * Are we still Christians?
And after a detailed examination he
concludes, always speaking on behalf
ot modern thought, that if we wish our
yea to be yea, and our nay, nay—if
we are to think and speak our thoughts
as honourable, upright men, we must
reply that we are Christians no longer.
This question and answer, however, he
observes, are insufficient. The essen-
tial and fundamental ioquiry with him
is, whether we are, or are not, still to
have a religion? To this inquiry he
devotes his second chapter. In this
second chapter he finds that there is no
personal God ; there is no future state ;
the dvad hve in the recollection of sur.
vivors—this is enough for them. After
this he has little difficulty in answering
the question he has put. All religious
worship ought to be abolished. = The
very name of Divine Service is an in-
‘dignity to man. ~ Therofore, in the
sense in which religion has been hereto-
fore understood, bi« answer is that we
ought to have no religion any more.
But proceeding, as he always does.
with commendable trankness, he admits
that he ought to fill with something the
void which he has made, This he ac.
cordingly proceeds to do. Iustead of
God, he offers to us what he calls the
All or Universum. This All or Uni
versum has, he tells us, "heither con.
sciousness nor reason. But it has
order and law. He thinks it fitted,
therefore, to the object of a new and
trué piety, which he claims for his Uni-
versum, as the devout of the old style
did for their God. If any one repu.
diates this doctrine, to Dr. Strauss's
reason repudiation is absurdity, and to
his feeling blasphemy. These are not
the ravings of & mauniac; nor are rhey
the mere dreams of an imagin .tive high-
wrought enthusiast such as Comte ap-
pears to be; they are the grave con-
clusions, afier eloborate reasoning, of
a learned, a calm, and so far as form is

in this very year has been commended
to us, in Eogland, by another apost'e ot
** mogern thought™ as one of the men to
whose guidance we ought, if we are
wise, to submit in matters of religious
helief. I would vot, even if T had the
capacity and the time, make an attempt
in this place to confute them; for [ have
no fear that by their exhibition they
will beguile you. Neither do T search
for the hard names of countroversy to
describe them, for they best describe
themselves.  (Applause.)  Neither
can [ profess to feel unmixzed regret at
their being forced, thus eagerly and
thus early, into notice : because it is to
be hoped that they will cause a shock
and a reaction, and will compel many
who may have too lightly vilued the
inheritance 8o dearly bought for them,
“and may have entered upon dangerous
paths, to consider, while there is . yet
 time, whither those paths will lead
them, In no part of his writings, per-
haps, has Strauss been so effective as
where he assails the insonsistency of
these who adapt his premises, but de-
cline to follow him to their conclusions,
Suffice it to say these opinions are by
no, means & merely German brood ;
there are many writers of kindred
sympathies in England, and some of as
outspoken courage. But, in preparing
yourselves for the cambat of life, T beg
you to take this also into your account,
that the spirit of denial is abroad, and
has challenged all religion, but especi-
ally the religion we profess, to a com-
bat of life and death.

. But 1 venture to offer you a few
suggestions, in the hope that they may
not be without their use. You will
bear in your after life much of the duty
and delight of following free thought ;

, January 29, 1873.

concerned, a sober-minded man, who
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and in trath the man who does not
value the freedom of his thoughts
dese: ves to he described as Homer des-
cribes the rlave ; he is but half a man,
St. Paul I suppose, was a teacher of

free thought woen he bade his converts

to prove all things; but it seems he

went terribly astray when he proceeded

to bid them * hold fast that which is

good” (hear, hear); for he evidently

assumed that there was something by

which they could hold fast, and so he

bade Timgthy keep that which was

committed to his charge ; and another

Apostle has instructed us to contend

carnestly for the fuith which was once

for all delivered to the Saints (Ap-

plause’)  But the free thought of which

we now hear =0 much seems too often

to wean thought roving and vagrant

more than free, like Dilos drifting on

the seas of Greece without a root, a

direction, or a home. (Applause.)

Again, you will hear incessantly of the
advaucement of the present age, and

of the backwardness of those which

have gone before it. And truly it bas

been a wonderful age; but let us not
exaggerate. It has been, and it is,

an age ol immense wmental as well as
material activity ; it is by no means an

nge abounding in minds of the firs

order, who become great immortal

teachers of mavkind, It has 1apped
a® it were, and made disposable for
mab,vast natural forces; but the mental
power employed is vot to be measured
by the mere size of the results, To
perfect that marvel of travel, the loco-
wotive, has perhaps not required the
expenditure of wore mental strength,
aud application, and devotion, than to
perfect that marvel of musie, the vio-

lin. In the wmaterial sphere, the
achievements of the uge are splendid

and uomixed. Io the social sphere

they are great and uoble, but seem

ever to be confronted by a succession

of new problems, which almost defy

<olution. Iu the sphere of pure iotel-

lect I doubt whether posterity will rate

us as highly as we rate oursclves,

(Hear, hear.) But what I m st wish

to observe is this, that it is an iosuf-

ferable wrrogance in the wen of any

age to assume what I may call air, of

unmeasured superiority over former

ages., God, who cares for us, cared

for them also. In the gouds of this

world we may advance by strides, but

it is by steps only and uot strides, and

by sldw and not always steady steps,

thut all de-irable improvement of wan {
in the higher ranges of his being is

«ffected. (Hear, hear) Aguin, wy

friends, you will hear much o the ef-

fect that the divisions amongLhristicns

render it impossible to say what Chris.

tinnity is, and so destroy the certaioty

of religion, - But if the divisions

among Christians are remarkable, not

less so is their ,unity in the greatest

doctrines that they hold. (Hear.) Well

nigh fifteen buodred years—years of

A more sustained activity than the

world had ever before seen—have

passed away since the great contro-

versies’ concerning the Deity und the

Person of the Redeemer were, after a

long agony, determined. As. before

that time in a wanoer less defined, but

adequate for their day, so ever since

th t time, amid all chance and change,

more, aye many wore, than vinety-oine

in every hundred Christians bave with

onc will confessed the Deity and incar.

nation of our Lord as the cardinal and

central truths of our religion. (Hear.)

Surely there is some comfort here,

some sense of brotherhood, somaglory

in the past, some hope for the times

that are to cowme.

On one, and only one, more «f the
favourite fallacies of the day 1 will yet
presuxe to touch. It is the opinion

and the boast of some that man is not

responsible for bis belief,  Lord
Frougham was at one time stated to
have given utterance to this opinion,
whe ther truly, I know not.  But this I
know ; it was my privilege to hear from
his own lips the needful and due limi-
tation of &at proposition. ** Man,"” he
said, ** is not responsible to wan for
his belief.”” But as before God one
and the same law applies to opinions

and to acts—or rather to inward and
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to outward acts, for opinions are in-
ward acts. (Applause.) Many a
wrong opinion may be guiltless be-
cause that ignorance may not be eur
fault ; but who shall presume to say
there is no mercy for wrong actions
also, when they, too, have been due to
ignorance, and that ignorance has not
been guilty ?

The question is not whether judg-
ments aud actions are in the same
degree influenced by the conditions of
the moral motives, If it is undeniable
that self-love and passion have an in-
fluence upon both, ther s¢ lar as that
influence goes, for bot. wa must be
prepared to answer. dSnculd we in
common life ask a body of ewiadlers
for an opinion upon swindling, or of
gawblers for an opinion upca gambling
or of misers vpon bounty ! And if in
matters of religion we allow pride and
perverseness to raise a cloud between
us and the truth, so that we see it not,
the faulse opinion that we forwm is but
the index of that perverseness and
that pride, and both for them, and for
it a8 their offspring, we shall be just-
ly held respousible. Who they are
upon whom this respounsibility will fall
it is not ours to judge. The-e laws
are given to us, not to apply pre-
sumptously to others, but to eunforce
honestly-agaiust ourselves. Next to a
Chri-tian life, my friends, you will fiad
your best duleuce agaiust reckless nov-
elty of speculation in sovriety of tems
per, and in sound intellectual habits.
Be slow to stir inquiries which you do
not mean particularly to pursue to
their proper end, le not afraid to
suspend your judgmeunt, or to feel.and
adwit to yourselves how parrow are
the bounds of knowledge. Do not too
readily assume that to us have been
opened royal roat to truth, which
were herctoiore hifden from the whole
fawily of man ; forthe opening of such
roads would not be so much favour as
caprice. If it is bad to yield a blind
submission to authori y, it is not less
an error to deny to it its reasvnable
weight, Kschewing a servile adher-
ence to the past, regard it with rever-
ence and gratitude, and acoept its ae-
oumulations in inward as well as out.

ward things as the patrimony, which

it i, your part in life both to preserve
andRo improve.
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WAITING BY THE RIVER.

A NEW YEAR'S MEDITATION —BY MRS,
H. B. STOWE,

Nothing in dear old Joho Bunyan is
so sweet and poetio as his pioture of
the laud of Buelah, where the pilgrim,
after the toils of life are over, waits
for the summouns to the celestial city.

In the second part he thus describes
the approach of a company of pilgrims
to this land :

‘ After this I beheld until they were
come unto the land of Buelah, where
the sun shineth night and day. Here,
because they were weary, they betook
themselves awhile to rest: and be-
cause that country was common for
pilgrims, and because the orchards
and vineyards that were here belonged
to the King of the celestial country,
therefore they were licensed to make
bold with any of his things. But a
little while did soon refresh them ; for
the bells did so riog and the trumpets
continually sound so melodiously, that
they could not sleep ; yt they received
so much refreshing as if they bad slept
their sleep ever so soundly. Hoere,
also, all the noise of thew that walked
in the streets was, More pilgrims are
come to town tosday. Aond auother
would answer saying, ‘ Aud so many
were let in at the golden gates to-day.”

“They would cry aguwio, *There is
a legio'. of shiving oues just come to
town, by the which we kuow that there
are more pilgrims on the road, for
here they are come to wait for them,
and comfort them after all their sor-
row.’

“ In this land was a reford kept of
the names of all that had been pilgrime
of old, aad a history of the fumoua
deeds they had doane.
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