
J
 

i 

-
—
 
T
T
 

n
r
 

i
e
 
i
 

¥
 

r
i
 

C
a
e
 

J
 
i
 

en
ti
re
 

“ner dry for some, while it has over. 

31 

« Jt was here discoursed how to 

gome the river had its flowings, and 

what ebhings it had had while others 

had gone over. It bas been in a man. 

flowed its hanks for others. 

* In this place the ehildren of the | 

town would go into the king's gardens, | 

and gath r vosegays for pilgrims, and | 

bring them to them with muca affection. | 

Hore also grew camphir: with spike. 

pard. and saffron, calamus and ctiua 

mon. with all its trees of ‘rank neense, 

myrrh and aloes, and all chief sprees, | 

With these the pilgrims’ chambers 

were perfumed while they sinid here | 

and with these their bodies were un 

ointed to prepare them to go over the | 

river. when their t'me was come.” : 

After this. how beaut ful are the | 

descriptions given of the final calling | 

of one and another of the pilgrim band | 

waiting by the river. | 

« Now, while they luy here waiting 

for the good hour, there wus a Lois 

in the 10 +n that there was a post come 

from the celestial city with matter of 

great im ortanee to one Christiana, 

wite of Christian the pilgrim. So 

inquiry wns made for her, und the | 

house was found out where she was 3 | 

50 the post presented her with » letter | 

ana the contents were, * Hal, good 

woman! [ bring thee tidings that the 

Master calleth thee, and expecteth | 

that thou should’st stand in his pre. 

gence in clothes of immortality within | 

ten days. When he had read this létter | 

to her, he guve her therewith n sure 

token that he was a true messengar, and 

was cone to bid her haste to he gone, | 

The token was an arrow with the pint 

sharpened by love, which, tv degrees | 

wrought 80 « fTectundly with her that | 

at the time appointe d she must be | 

gone. 
“ When Christiana saw that her | 

time was cume-she called for Mr. | 

Greatheart, her guide aud told him 
how mutters were, So he tod her he 
was heartily glad of the news, and 
could have been glad had the post come 
for Lim. 
“Then she bid that he should give 

advice how all things should be pre. 
pared for the journey. So he told 

her suying, Thus and thus it must be; 
aud “we that survive will accompany 
you to the other side, Then she cal 

led her children, and told thew she 
yet read with comfort the mark that 
was set in their foreheads, and was 
glad to see thew wRh her there, und 
that they had kept their parwen s so 
white. Lustiy, she bequeathed to the | 
poor the litle that she had, wud cow. 
wanded her sous and her daughters tv) 

be ready ssuiust the messenger should 
come for them. 

Then follow the good matron’s lust 
words to the compan ous of her pil. | 
griwage, Mr. Vauliut-for-truth, old | 
Mr. Houvest, aud Mr, Reudy- 10:halt ; 
Mr. D spondency, and lis daughter 
Much afraid, wud Mr, Feebloomind | 
What church or ueighbot hood uf Clires- 

tian pilgrims.is-without all these ? | 
Oid Mr Houwest wishes her fair! 

weather when she sets out for Mount 
Zion, ** And I shall be glad to see 
that you go over the river dry-shod.” 

To which Christisna responds cheer. 

: 
| 

ly: * Come wet, come ary, | long 10 | 
be goue ; for, tawever the weather is | 
on wy journey, I shall have time! 
evough wheu | get there to sit down | 
ani rest aud dry me.” | 

Iu the elo~ing hours of this old year | 
we huve livgered over this sweet! 

pielure of the peaceful end of all mor | 
tal sorrows. luo a thousand churches, | 
in cities, towns wud peunceful villages, | 
are groups of friends; neighbors, ae. 
qualutavces, come together to those | 

river. Every month the wessengor | 
from the other side knocks at some | 
boure-door, and delivers a token to | 
this or thut inmate by which they kuow | 
they must roon be gone. We buve | 
stoud by when one and another whom | 
we have Joved and depended on, who | 
stood to us as pillars that upheld life, | 
buve suddenly beard the voice of the | 
messenger—the knoek of tne celestial | 
postman. Thenhas come the delive 
of the message, And thus tuken from | 
the other stde, we have gone down | 
with them to the briuk of the river, | 
held their hauds and caught their last | 
words till the garments of mortality | 
dropped from them. And now the 
going out of the old year finds us wait. | 
ing our turn on the bauks of the 
river, 2 

But there are in many houses and 

| disappearing, 

 Waitng by the. river !=—waiting for 

| Dear Brother, —— 

wn-uble und eloquent preacher, 

« chapel, and secured the attnchment of 

“10 discourses of no common o der of 
not to be 

Lwinisters, 

speaking, 

cof men not by ** enticing words of 

THE 

these dear ones of ours, for the K ng 

is calling for them. 

And -are there no tokens for us? 

Every silver hair, that vever more 

shall” be black, is a token, Every 
weakness that shows us that we cannot 

om 

‘do what once we could, is a token ¥ 

us. The oft-recu ring liability to some 

form of disease, or the gradual weak. 

ness, is a token to us, saying, ** This 

is not your rest; pise ye up and Je 
part.” 
the tokens on others. Heads-that we 

remember glossy with youthful curls 

are spowswhite, TlLo-e that we re. 

member as the young men have become 

the old men, The caravan is moving. 

moving, and the first rank continually 

Aud where are we? 

the postman’s kno 'k, whether it come 
at even-tide; or cock-crowing, or in 

the morning ! 
* Kven 801 

Amen” 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

« -_—ew 

For the ‘Christian Messenger, 

TILE TION. AND REV. BAPTIST 

WRIOTIFESLEY NOEL. 

A few additional particulars respact. 

ing the Hon, and Rev. Be W. Noel 

will probably be acceptable to your 

readers 

Mr. Noel was a brother of the Earl 

of Gainsborough, He was educated 

in the University of Cambridge (Trin. 
iy College), and after the close of his 

college course rece ved ordination as a 

minister of the Church of England, 
speedily obtaining great popularity as 

Being 

| uppointed one of the Queen's Chaps 

las hie had the oppartuuity of preach. 
ing before Her Mujesty, and ou those 
occasions was carctul to select such 

topies for discourse as would render 
neeessury the ilutroduction of the 

cardial principles of evangelical 
truth, : 

In 1825 he became minister of St. 
Johu's Chapel, Bedtord Row, Loudon, 
where the Rev. Richard Coal, the 
Rev. David Wilson (afterwards bishop 
of Calcutta) and other eminent clergy. 
men had proclaimed the gospel to 
large congregations, I once hoard 
the Rev. DD Wilson preach in that 
pleee, The sermon is remembered to 
this day, though nearer sixty than 
fitty years have passed away since i 
was heard) After labouring there 
twenty. two years he dissolved the 

connection in consequence of iw change 
of sentient, wud wok leave of his 

CHRISTIAN 

We look around us, and see | 

of lite, 

4 

“Halifax, N. S.,January 20,1878. 

OF SIAM 

Those of our readers who have giver 

careful perusal to the portions of Mr 

our last two weeks' issues will be in. 

his opinigns- in regard to the ficld 

what he says as to the condition of the 

ernment towards missionaries who may 

go to labor amongst them, 

much interested in mission 

they muy have some adequate eoncep- 
tion of the great work before them ;— 

CONDITION, 

of the advantages of a division of 
labor, as practiced by civilized people 
and henee their communities are small. 
The min business of every fumily ix 

to sustain Life, In the interval of 
reaping aud sowing, each family builds 
utd repairs its own rude house § each 

sping aud weaves fro uw the cotton of 
their own raising the few garments 
which they possess. In tleir waste. 
tul syste of cultivation they must 
lavor hard and clear fresh ficlds by 
cutting down and burning the forest 
vvery year, getting but one orop of 
rice from the virgin mountain soil 
Thus w small vluster of related families 
requires a vast tract of laud for thei 
support during a term of ten or twenty 
years, Then their very stomupghs are 
in bondage to their superstitions 
I'he Synus will not raise ‘healthful 
fruit, for they must follow their tradi. 
tou to plant vo seed of which they 
cannot eat the (ruit the first your, 
Ther forests ave full of fine game, but 
the Pwos will not touch it, neither 
will they raise pigs cr poultry for food, 
tor the Fuddhist law forbids the tukiug 

Axa result, all of the Karens 
whom we saw were suffering ror want 
of a wholesome diet. They eat no 
meat, awd hardly any fish or fruit 

congregation on the first Lord's day in 
December, 1848, The reason tor this 
step wppeared inn volawe which he 
published, entitled ** Au Kesay ou the 
union of Church apd Swe,” 

In wnother volume, published the 
next year (entitled ** Essay on Bop- 
lism a he unuounced his ud. ption of 

Baptist views, He was bapuzed in 
the Rev. J. Ho Kvaus's Chapel, John 
Street, Mechlenburg Square, by the 

Rev: Mr. Shepherd M.. van 's co. 
pastor, Auz. 9, 1849. Thirteen others 
were buptiz d wt the same time, Tu 
‘he uutumn of that year he succeeded 
Mr. Evans io the ministry of that 

those who had listened for many yeurs 

Their sole dict 18 rice and végetable 
curries 80 hot with chillies, that our 

Karens could =o eat them with jwm- 
puuity,  Christinaity would he their 
physical salvation. They have muny 
children, but wost of them die in in. 
tuncy for want of suitab'e tood aud 
clothing, As Christiuns there is good 
reason to believe th t they would mul. 
tiply rapidly. 

NUMBERS, 

our possession, 

putation 603 houses. 
excellence, That was 
woudered at, for there were many 
points of resemblance botween the two 

Hoth were intensely evan: 
gelical, though probably Me, Evuus 
was more Calvitnistio than Mr Noel, 

Both adopted w plain, popular style of 
Both wimed ut the hearts 

| man's wisdom,” but in the language 
Jens which lie on the bauks of that | of the kingdom which is, “uot 1 

word, but iu power,” Luving * an 
unction from the Holy One” The 
object of both was ra her to profit 

than 10 plense, knowing that ** if they 
pleased wen they would not be servauts 
of Christ,” 

Mr. Noel was Chairman of the Bap- 
tist Uno me 1867, Tu his Address 
at the Bpring Meating he  disconrsed 
oun the duty of the Churches with ref- 

Y erence to the Sweerdotalism of the 
“ Aoglo-Cuathiolic priests ™ He retired 
from the stuted ministry in 1868, 

In addition to ths works above 
mentioned; he published, in 1837. 
* Notes of a tour in Switzerland 3" wud 
in 1847, ** Notes “f a tour in lrelund.” 
His Address ou occasion of Lis bap- 
tis was issued in pumphler form, aad 
very widely circulated. An abstract 
of it appenred in the Christians Mes. 

hearts the messengers and tokens.| senger, Sep. 7, 1849. 
“The arrow sharpeved by love" is 
eutering many & breast, and the ties 
of earth are geutly, inyisibly breaking. 

Mi. Noel was in the 74th year of his 
age. Yours truly, | 

Jd M Cramp, 
We must be prepared to give them up, Wolfwille, Jan. 23, 1873. 

the villages remaining in the south 

Me klorg valley 
ahout 6,000 souls, 

others with 20 or 30 each, 

of Basscin vétarned this way fron 
Ayuthia to Muulmain, 

MESSENGER. 

The Christian Messenger, 
em ——— a. TTT Ve | oy 

— A A—— AT 

Carpenter's paper on this subject in | jot 

tensely anxious to know the conc'u- 

sions at which he arrives, drawn frow 

what he saw, heard, and experienced 

while passing throngh the country: 

people, the religious opinions they now 
hold, and the disposition of the gov- 

These are | of the work. 

matters with which our people, so 

work 

amongst the Kureus of Siam, should 
become as familiar us possible, so thut 

The Karens as a people know nothing 

to extract grain encugh from the soil 

It is quite difficult to form a reliable 
estimate of the whole number of Siww- | ully ; all believe that the policy of the 
exe Kurens from the imperfect data in | Government is one of perfect rel gious 

In the Red.stone or | to'cration, 
Me klong-noi valley we visited® or | many years of faithful preaching by 
gained do finit  fuformation of 80 Kuren 
vi'luges, numbering by a careful com. 

If we reckon | Christianity ? 

and those back from the river beyoud 
our reach ut an equal number, we | expressed by the Karens, 
sha!l have in the western balf of the 

— 

that bkydraulic mining would not pny, 
a few years ago, unless from 40 to 

50 cents’ worth of g¢ Id could be ex- 
iracted on the average from every 

“A TOUR AMONG THE KARENS cubic yard of earth wa hed down, but 
now by improved ‘processes seven 
cent worth to the yard will pay. Ii 
i« somewhat so in the Karen work 
Thirty years ago we had little exper 
ience, ‘he Bible and school books were 

translated, the * Eeminary was 
hardly begun, the native preachers 
were fow and lly trained. Work in 
the more thickly inhabited Karen ficlds 
of Burmah would pay. but . hile these 
were uncecupied it certainly would 
not have been wise to divert a part of 

| 

f the seanty force to Siam Now our 

, | position is different We have the 
Bible complete in Karen, We have 
a small army ol native preachers train. 
ed and ready to volunteer for this ser- 
vice, They will do the heavier part 

A few miles more or less 

of distunce is nothing to. them, They 
ouly ask a few, go.d white brethren 
to lead them. z 

(11) RELIGION. 

As to their religion, enough per 
hups has been gaid. Within five or 
six years only, the Phon.gyees of 
Muulmuin have made a grand effort 
with some success, to convert the Ka. 
r'n timber.men beyond the Thoung. 
y2en boundary, to Buddhism, In the 
Red-stone valley the Pwos are gener. 
aly professed but not bigoted Budd 
hi-ts. Tiere are several villages of a 
peculiar sect who worship the lord 
'* Too-way” who ver he may be 
There are others known as » yellow 
taread” people ; others still are known 
as **oil-worshippers,” The majority 
however still keep up their old super. 
stitions aud wnt. worship. 1 do not 
anticipate that they will turn to Chris- 
tianity as easily as did the Bassein 
Karens under Abbott, or the Toungoo 

Karens under Qau-luh, bat I do think 
that much fruit muy be gathered 
among them,==tar more than amoung 

the Siamese or the Chinese, at the pre: 

sent rate of gathering. The attempts 
hitherto made prove nothing. lu or 
der to become real Curistians they 
wast understand the gospel and feel 
its claims upon them, This they have 
never dono. Some of them have held 
it at a distance and looked at it cu 
riously us the white man's religion, but 
to their minds, the way for them to 
believe and voter Christianity his never 
vel been opened, Let missionaries be 
located among them permanently : 
give them schools and hooks for their 

instruction, and they will believe that 
you offer them the gospel in good faith, 

(111) DISPOSITION OF THE GOVERN. 
MENT, 

What is the real disposition of the 
Siame-¢ Government towards Chiist. 
imnity 2 There are American mission. 
aries located in Bang kok itself, in 

Petchaburee, in Ayuihia and at Chieng 
mai in Northern Laos. All preach 

and-distribute books with per feet free. 

dom ; all testify to the friendliness of 
the Governme it to the mselves person. 

But why is ir, (that ufo r 

not a few good missionaries, so few of 
th? Siamese sabjects have accepted 

[t appears to me that 
there must have been a latent fear on 
the part of the people, similar to that 

9, They know 
well that the king und chief nobles 

1,200 families, or | have the power of life aud death, 
In the eastern 

half of the valley, inecluding the Se sa. 
wat region, we hear of one head man 
who has 70 families under him, and years at the howd of the Buddhise 

Twa of 

our preachers, duh-poh and Ny'pok 

Chey know that for frivolous reasons 
even vengeance may be visited ‘upon 
them, The late king was for many 

priesthood, nnd he was a mamficeut 
supporter of that religion throughout 

1 | bis reign. The present king, however, 
They report | seems to be quite free from his futh. 

the Karens wore vumerous thau on | er's devotion to the state religion, It 
the southerly route pursued by us, 
and more ready to lirten to the gospel,” 

| On the whole, I thik it reasonable 10 
suppose that thero are at least 15,000 
Kurcos living south of Muang Oo-tai, 
Gerpanu, another of our preachers, re. 
turned by a still more northern route, | 
His report agrees with the testimony 
of many other witne-ses, tiat the Ka. 
rens io the Rabaing distriet, north of 
Maung Oo-tai, are much more numer. 
ous than in the south, the Sgaus pre. 
domi ating... If we add a reusouab'e 
vumber for thy Zimmay district, we 
shall have vot less thar-50,000 Karens 
in Siam. Compared with other poo- 
les, or even with the same people 

in Burwmah, this is not a larg: vu. 
ber, but it is to be remembered that 
the Karenos ure nowhere very numer. 
ous, aud that they ure everywhere u 
teachable and hopeful race. An vx. 

| perienced miner in California wld me 

is quite likely that under him the Siam 
ese will feel greater liberty in reli. 
gious matters, The subjoinéd tran. 
lation of un extract from the Siamese 
Calender tor 1871, an official dugu- 
ment, wunnally published by royal au. 
thority, seems to be satisfactory aud is 
worthy of note, 
“Tu regard to the concern of seek. 

ing and holding a religion that shall be 
w refuge to yourself in this Life, itis a 
good soveern, and exceedingly appro- 
priote wod suitable that you all—every 
individual of you—should investiga.e 
aud judge ‘or himself accor ling to his 
own wisdom, Aud when you see any 
religion whatever, or any company of 
religionists whatever, likely to be an 
advantage to yourself, w refuge in ac. 
cord with your own wisdom, hold te 
that religion with your own heart, 
Hold it vot with a shallow wind, with 
mere guess-work, or becuuse of its 

geheral popularity, or fiom mere tradi- 
tion, saying that it is the custom held 
from tire immemorial : and do not 
hold a religion that yon have not a good 
evidence is true, and then frighten 
men's fears and flatter their h pes by 
it. Do notbe frightened and astonish 
ed at diverse events (fictitions wonders) 
and hold to follow them. When you 
shall have obtained a refuge, a reli. 
gious faith that is beautiful and good 
and suitable, hold to it with great joy, 

and follow its teachings, and it will be 
a canse of prosperity to eaghw one of 
you" 

It is important that mis-ionaries: to 
the Karens should enter the country at 
Bang-kok, and muke that the bise of 
supplies... If this is done, there is 
every reason to believe that Govern 
ment will graut them eligible places of 
residence, and afford them and their 
converts complete toleration and pro- 
tection, 

(1V.) VIEWS OF MISSIONARIES, 

With regard to the views of mis- 
sionaries in Bang-kok 1 can say that 
while few of thew had much definite 
‘nowledge of the Kareuns, nll as we an- 
ticipated, viewed the project favorably 

Dr. Dean was very cordial in express. 
ing his approval. Dr. House of the 
Presbyterian wi wion, De. Bradl y of 
the American Missionary Association, 
Mr. Smith, and others gave valaable 
assistance and advice,” The Karenos in 
Siam are so separate from the other 
races, that a mission th them could not 
imterfere with the work of other sovice 
ties, 8 New missionaries in any country 
need much counsel and wd. lo Bang. 
kok certainly they will never seek these 
in vain, : 

(V.) WHERE TO BEGIN WORK. 

As to the most eligible location for 
a Karen mission sta ion, [ bad inclined 
to Kan-hoo-rie and Rahaing, but Rev, 
Mr. Smith of Bang kok, who has tra. 
velled quite extensively in the Karen 
country, advises Muang Oo-tai as more 
central and healthful, [t lies between 
Kan boorieand Rabhaing,= is about four 
days by boat from Bang kok, and eight 
d.ys for natives on foot from Mul. 
main, There is qnite a large Karen 
population on three sides of the place, 
aud 1 incline to think with Mr. Smith 
that for a tentative effurt. at leust, 
Muang Qo-tal is the Lest location, 

Two men at least should be seut there 

at the outset,—one to the Sg.us and 

one 10 the Pwos. They would need 
from ten to twenty native preachers 
from“ Burmah. As soon as charches 
begin to be formed. school work in the 
Ngau language should be begun, and in 
this work well-qualified stugle ladies 

might be of great asststunce, The 
evangelization of the Siamese Karens 
cannot be effected, in my judgment, by 
natives alone, 

A -—-— 

Tue ANNIVERSARY oF THE HaALI- 
FAX WoMEN'S Missionary Ap Noe 
cterres on Thursday lust, was, in many 

respects, excee lingly interesting, The 
wnddresses were all of first ord or. Vase 

‘ried in character and style, but yet 8) 
well adapted to the occasion that they 
afford a rich treat to taose who were 

present to listen, The attendance was 
not so large as it might have began, 
perhaps, to sHme extent, because the 
announcement was of the Women's 
Missionary Aid Society Some many 
have suppo-ed that it would notghave 
the general character and interest of an 
ordinary Missionary meeting, 

Rev. J. KE. Goucher was to have 
taken the chair, but wus not prescat. 

I'he reason of his ubsence was not e¢x- 
actly, “I have murri-d a wife and 
therefore I cannot come,” but he was 
culled to officiate in a marriage service 
wt the same hour, and cousequently 
could not participate in th 8 celebration, 

[IreM.-~When young people wish to be 
married, they should ascertain if the min. 
ister is able to utter d bef ire they decide on 
the hour the marriage is ty tike place. | 

The duties of the chairman conse- 
quently devolved upon one who would 
hinve greatly preferred occupying ale 

other place. The speakers were the 
Rev. John Miller, Rev. J. K Smith, 
(pastor of the Fort Massey Presby- 
terian Church), Rev. Joseph Elling, 
(Congregationalist), Rev. John Reed, 
(Methodist), Rev. D. A, Siecle, of 
Amherst, und Rev. HH, Morrow, of 
Sackville. 

After reading the Seriptures, Rev, 
Mr, Elliott offered prayer. 
The chairman, Mr. Selden, explain. 

ed briefly the origin,nature and obj cis 
of the Sc ties, and whut is now being 
done in by the two wissions 
aries in tat distant hind, He also al. 
loaded to the anticipated adoption of 
Siam as the fled of mi-sionaiy opera. 
tion for the Baptists of these provinces, 
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