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HALIFAX, N.S., DECEMBER 24, 1873.

TEIE TEACIHER.

BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1873.
INTERNATIONAL SERIES.
Sunpay, December 28th.

REVIEW OF THE LESSONS OF THE PAST
QUARTER.

1 Parablc of the Sower....Matt. xiii 18-23, -
2 Walking on the Sea. .... Matt. xiv. 22.33.
3 The Cross Foretold..... Matt, xvi. 21.28.
4 The Trantfigaration.....Matt. xvii. 1-8.
5 Jesus and the Younyg....Matt. xix. 13:22.
6 Hosanna to the Son of :
Da'id.... LR ) .........M"tc xxil 8.18
7 The Lord’s Supper......Matt, xxvi. 26-30.
8 Jesus in Gethsem ane....Matt. xxvi. 36-46.
9 Jesus betore the High
Priest.cccescennceea.. Matt. xxvi. 59.68.
10 Jesus betore the GovernorMatt. xx vii. 11.25.
11 The Crocifixion.eeeeeees Matt, xxvii 45-64.
12 The Resurrection.ceee.. Matt. xxviii. 1-8.

GoLpexn Texr. —*“ Lo, I am with you al-

way, even unto the end of the world.”
Matthew xxviii. 20.

Coumir 10 MEMORY : Matthew xxviii.
18.20.

SunMary.—Words with works, life from

death, glory after shame ; love, saerifice,
salvation. .

ANALYSIS.— The twelve Lessons may be
grouped in pairs, each pair furnishing a
striking comtrast, thus: 1. Words and
works. Lessons |, 1I. 11. Darkness and
hght foreto s LI, 1V. 111
Humility and “¥xal:ation. Lessons V, VI.
1V. Feasting and wrestling. Lessons VII,
VIII. V. Jews and Gentiles condemning.
Lessons IX, X. VI. Death and life.
Lessons X, XII.

o CoMMENTS,— Lessog 1. — ** The seven
parables that are recorded in this thirteenth
chapter divide themeelves into two smsller
groups ; the firs four being spoken to the
multitude while he taught them out of the
ship ; the last three, as it 'would seem, on
that same day, in the narrower circle of his
disciples at his own home.” 1In the parable
of the sower we notice (1) the seed which
is all and only good, the pure word of God,
and the gospel of grace. This parable is
thus distinguished from that of the tares.
(2) Tke sower. Thisis firt and chiefly
Christ, the great Teacher, but with him
also all who publiely or privately speak
*“ the truth as it ie in Jesus,” whether by
pen, tongue, sigp, or life, in pulpit, Sun-.
day-school, at home, ‘or wherever -else.
(3) The goil. This is of four kinds, the
trodden way, the thin rocky soil, the thorny
place, and the good ground. .{4) The lour
results ; no effect, temporary promise, the
long but fruitless conflict, the rich baryest.
Only the last one of these stands for the
olass of men who are truly born of God.
The others represents worldly men, of dif-
ferent degrees of religious susceptibility.

Lesson 11.—The last leson taught us
that Christ’s kingdom grows in this world
Here we see that divine
power gues with the words to make them
effectual.. This miracle seems to have been
three fold ; in himself, as supporting Lis
own body on the waves ; in Peter, as sup
porting his body on the waters ; and in
bature, as causing the suddem-calm. [t
thus shows that Christ is master of his own
movements, and master of bis disciples’
movements, and master of the natural
world. 1t teaches, too, that bis power goes
with his loving affection to bless and belp
bis Cisciples, and deliver them from dis-
tress, and that they have reason to trust him
wholly in storm and ealm, in life and death
~to trust min, but not themselves.

L sson 111.—Though such a Master, yet
aman; and a man under law for us sin.
ners, and with us the guilty, though him-
sell, as in himself, guiltless. At the end
of his brief hie, journey, therefore, stands
& cross, and that cross he has all along
foreseen ; but now and henceforth, as he
uears it, its thadow falls upon his spirit
more and more darkly, and he speaks of it
more often to his friends and followers, for
* From that time forth begsn Jesub t.o.fbuw
woto his dieciples how that he mdst’go
unto Jerusalew, and suffer many things of
the elders, and the chief priests, and tie
scribes, and be killed, and be raised again
the third day.” But be will not uee his
power to escape it. He rebukes as Satan
bim who would keep bim trom it. He
tells us all that if we are his, and are to be
such, we too have before us the cross ; that
we must be a8 ready to die with and for
bim, as was be to die for us. He that will
save his life by refusing, for Christ's sake,
to suffer, shall lose his life eternal; and,
with that lost one has no more a price to
Poy %8 & mpsom. He bes thsown away
the one only ransom 2

Lesson 1V.—But if he will lose his life,
bo shall find it ; and this the

1| but worldly greatness, and finds no good-

tives ; the hour of Satan’s dethroner and

‘the depths of the anguieh in the garden Lo

We will leave and go into the world o

s

reality in this most blessed experience
wbich followed the full explanation of the
eoming death, and taught and does teach
it to disciplés who necd to koow that
‘though religion has in it a cross, it has in
it something besides -and beyond a ecross.
Nor must we in review pass unooticed the
unity of law and prophecy and cternal love
in the divine Redeemer as our sacrifice, for
the conversation on that mount was of his
¢ decease " or exodus.

All the light ol sacred story,
Gathers round its head sublime.. .. ..

Lesson V.— Jesus bore the cross a long
time before his cross of wood was made,
though that wooden cross another 'had to
bear for him. The real cross he had been
all along carrying on his bowed and strugg-
ling soul, aud that cross grew heavier us
he neared  the end of his journey = So did
it bring him down into clorest sympathy
with the lowliest of earth, and make him
feel, as without he could not have felt, the
loftiness of lowliness. the greatness ol lit-
tleness, the nobility of humility. It bound
hig' heart to children, and those who loved
and cared for children, and wade him quick
to rebuke a spirit which eees no' greatness

ness but in a lofty self'attained merit,
ceparate from God. * Suffer the little chil-
dren to come unto me.”" ‘* There is none
good but-one, that is God.” The cross did
two things—prested him down junto closest
connection with man, and pressed him up
into the fullest conscious union with God.
Lesson VI.—But in neither position
does he torget who he himself is, why he
is here with men, and what he has to do.
So lowly, so dependent, he 18 yet a king
among men, nay, the King over mankind.
And this fact, at whatever cost, he must
make known ; his royal honor must main-
tain. And so, as now the hour bas come,
and the last week of his natural life has
come ; he must go into the City of God, as
the ancinted, decreed King, Gud's Son.
It is Passover Feast, the feast of deliver-
aonce fron bondage, the feast to celebrate
God’s kingly power breaking down and
trampling oo earth’s kingly power. It is
the hour of the deliverer of Satan’s cap-

destroyer. So he rides as king amid the
hosannas of his peaceful subjects. Type of
the coming time when, in the end of the

er hail bim King forever in the Fieavenly
Jerusalem, eternal ** City of our God.”
Lesson V11-—Thursday comes, the night.
of betrayal arrives. The kingly entrance
was but a type or symbol, and not the
taking of a throne of ease. Now Jesus
dnticipates that which lies beyond the cross.
He lives in the upper room wita the twelve
(or the eleven), the life which 1o all the
generations hg is to live with bis church.
There is.bis presence, he and bis commun-
ing. There, too, i8 the remémbrance of
the cross and there is the perpetual life of
faith. Each feeds on the broken bread of
life. This ordinance instituted at the close
of Christ’s ministry, as baptism was at the
beginnidg. or rather for the introductidn of
his niinistry, stands in closest natural ‘con-
nection with baptism.  The two together
form the whole. They show respectively
the beginning and the continuance of Chrss-
tian lile, and the facts in which this begq
ning und this continuing are rooted. They
are joined.together by their nature, and
are not to be put asunder by man.
Lesson V111.—That which had been so
long foreseen and foretold has come. Into

man can enter. We can only stand with
awe, and say, This was for me. We, too,
are lelt alone with God, and we have to
fay, ** Not my will, bat thine be done 3"
we have to say it, or go down and be lost.
We can say it, and conquer, because Christ
bas eaid it for us.

Lesson IX-X11.—The end. Too fresh
in mind are these sad, glad lessone, to need
bere the comments of review. We do well
to follow Jesus through their seence, and
not to leave till we stand gazing into heaven
after the ascending Lord. But then we
will leave. ** Why stand ye gosing™

work for Jesae, and wait in our working
till ** be shall so come again, in like man-
ver a8 [we] suw bim go up.”

m;,-—()f whom bhave our last
t lessons treated?

The subject of the first legson ? ::

s & ! Explain the parable
sower ' -

The subject of the second leason? What
:.q‘“' T What does this miracle
us : :

world, s loving disciples shall all togeth- |-

| Yet Meg and 1 get somehow on,
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this home to his consciousness as a fised | How can we bear

the drose? What tieed
todosol?y ™ |

rx ~ What is a transfigaration ?  Who of the
apostles were with Christ at his transfigur-
ation? Who of departed eaints? Why
these ? :
How did Christ treat the young ? How
does he now regard them? How ecan bis
blessing be secured for them ?.
Why was Christ called *¢ the Son of

David¥7 At what time did he enter Jeru-
salem as a king ?

What is the Lord’s Supper ? It desigu?
When institated ?

What caused Christ's angui~h in the
‘garden? What was his prayer? Is this
a fit prayer for Christians ? 2

The name of the Jewish court. Of the
high priest at this time? Describe the
gcene at the court. Why was Christ sent
to Pilate? The resule? :

Describe the crucifition. Meaning of
Christ's words, ** 1¢ is finished "?

What does Paul say of Christ's resurrec-
tion in 1 Corinthians xv. 12-24 7 -

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher.
Scripture Catechism, 152.

SuNpay, January 4th, 1874.—The House
of Bondage.—Exodus i. 7-14.

Houths' Department,

REAL CHRISTMAS 'ANGELS.

BY J. W. WATSON.

I’m a very plain and homely man,
Just a leetle old or so,
And the rheumatiz troubles me, off and on,
Whether [ will or no ;
And so, whenever that comes to paes,
It drives me a’most in a craze,
To thiok of, the lots of time I lose,—
The many working days.

For my old woman, Meg, and I,
Agree on this, d'ye eee,

Tbat I shall be sick when she is well,
And I be well when she, _
For it's little of work that she can do,

When well or ill, for bread,
Yet many a stitch her fingers take
From sunrise-time to bed.

And 80 ’tis no disgrace to us,
With the rheumatiz and all,
That sometimes Meg, for hunget’s sake,
Should have to pawn her shawl ;
But then “tis woeful hard to me,
When the wihter nights are cold,
For I miss the shawl oo my old Jegs,— -
- If the words be not too. bold.

For poverty isn't erime,

And we never think nothing about it
Until it comes Christmas-time ;

For we have a memory, Meg and I,
Of a Christmas long ago,

When we both were strong and hearty,
And never knew want or woe.

And so it happens that Meg and |
Ilave been waiting in hope and fear,

To see if the Christmas coming

Will be like the one last year ;

For then we were all right happy,

Meg and the neighbors and I,

And the very remembrance of it

Is enough to make one cry.

[t was all oo the Christmas morning,
When we hado’t a loaf of bread,
And Meg and I, to keep life in,
Were obliged to go to bed.

The shawl it was in the pawa-shop,
And we bada’t a cent,—not we,—

So we thought it the hardest Christmas
We ever bad chanced to see.

Meg sat in the bed a sewing,
I reading the Bible tq she,
When there came to the door s tapping,
Like a woodpeckex tapping a tree,
Meg cried for the knock to enter,
And a rosy face peeped in,
With bazel eyes and elustering curls,
White teeth and a dimpled chin.

o

There was sunshine in & moment
To break away the gloom,

And a voice like an angel’s w
Went sweetly through the room.

It said, ** Accept this mkcl. :
Some potatoes and coal, if you please ;

It is merry Christmas Day,

And no ove must starve or freege. "
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A CHRISTMAS IDYL FOR .
CHRISTMAS EVE.,

gf TWELVE VOICES.

LIn performing this idy1 a boy—the best read-
er in rehovl—should be selected 10 stand at
the desk, or on one side of the p.atform,
with an open Bibla before him. Christmas
trees supplied with tapers or candles, ma
stanc on each ridc of the st\ge. After read-
ing the first verse «s appoiuted below, there
fouy be a voiuntary pertormed on the mel-

l - odeon or organ, Jdurir g which two gitls muy
light the tapers on tiLe t\ees. The twelve
voices then take their place on the plat'orm.
after which the music ceases, and the read
ing agaiu commences.]

Reader.
¢ Jesus wag born in Bethlehém of Juden,
in the days of Herod the king.”

fVoluntary on melodeon—tapers lighted
—voices arranged. ]

Reader.
‘¢ And there were in the sume country,

shepherds abiding in the field, keeping

wateh over their flicks by night.”
1. Night !

12 Quiet night !
2. Culm and holy night!

11. Blest as is no other night !
3. Stars ne'er shune with softer light ;

10. Never moon ro clear and bright ;
4. Never flocks so snowy white |
A reclined on Bethiehew’s plain
OUn the night ti at Jesus came.
Wrapped 10 meditation deep,
Holy shepherds could not slecp.
Looking from their flucks away,
Where the quiet Bethlehew luy :
Looking o’er the dewy, mead

" Towurds the bills with light o’erspread,
Tuwarde the starry skies nbove, -
Towards the moon with face of love.

Class.
Holy shepherds, blest are ye,
Gazing heavenward silently !
Reader.
** And, lo, the angel of the Lord came

upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone
round about them ; aod they were sore
afraid.

~ ** And the angel said unto them, Fear
not : fur behold, I bring you good* tidings
of great joy, which shall be to all -people.

** For unto you is born this day in the
city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ
the Lord. ;

‘“Aod this shall be a sign unto you;
Yo shall find the babe ‘wrapped in swad-
dling clothes, lying in & wmanger.

“ And suddenly there was with the angel

a multitude of the heavenly host praising
God.” '

1. Night!

2. Beauteous night ! vy

3. Blessed, holiest night !

4. Hallowed ever be the night ! p

When from Judah's plaine.so bright,

Shepherds saw a starling sight,

And fell down in wild affright.

Why, oh shepherds, tell me why,

Uttered ye that fearful ery ?

Oh, they saw beside the moon,

Light beyond the glaze of noon ;

. Angels forws sv bright and fair,

Peopled then the midnight air,

But a soug so heavenly sweet,

With ttie love of God replete ;’

Song that we may not repeat, 5

Erought them wondering to their feet !

9. Angelsong! Oh shepherds, &y,
Can you ehant that wobdrous lay ?

10. Do you know the words they sang,

When gheir notes through heaven rang?
11. Sister, in this beok divine,

Written are the words sublime :
Words that thrilled the hosts of heaven,
Words of joy to mortals given.
R“I". - J’
* Glory to (iod in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward wmen.”
12. ** Glory to God in the highest,” &eo.
Class.
* Glory to God in the highest,” &e.
(If this semtence can be chanted by the
Church choir, just after it is vepeated by
the class, it will add to the interest of the
exercise.)
12. Night!
11. Juyous night !

10 Sacred, blessed night !
9. Night on which the angelic throng
Saog Messiah’s natal song. .

8. Night on which Messiali came
Ae the ** Babe of Bethlehewm.”
7. Let it ever be confessed
Night above all others hlest !
. . - - -
1. Centuries tave jassed away,
Since Meseiuh's natal day ;
2. Suill that aogel song we hear,
Rioging through the heaven clear.
3. ** Glury to the Lord of heaven,
4. * Peace, will to eartl. bo‘i’m,"

N ® o ©
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5. Aond we will with L
10" Binee © a1

6. Hovor shall this night receive,
» welcome ** Christmas Eve.”
[Let the choir, class and congregation, join
in singing) ¥ g
n:; Mortals awake, with angels join,” &o.
rst verse by the choir,
i . 0!.‘ sccond by the
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remainder by the |

AN AUSTRALIAN FERN-DELL,
The general opinton of Australian scen-

notony is rather in the travellers, who o
seldoin leave the beaten track. The truth
i8, most of Australia is virgin soil, and
with virgin modesty she hides her beautics
from the common gaze. But in the re

céases.of her ample bosom sbe has gems of
tropieal eplendor. These are her fern-dells,
Come with us and see one,

The sun is sinking fast behind the ledge
of this broad plain over. which we bave
becn riding ; let us rest for the night among
these bushes and by the side of this melod-
tiouely .purling rill. We tie our horses’
forefees together, that they may not stray

trunk makes a eapital backdog, and there
are plenty of dead branch.s about for fuel.
Oar kettle soon buils and after a frogal
meal with a fragrant'cup of Souchong, we
stretch ourselves in our thick woolen covers
or bush-beds, and gaze up iato the starry
magpificence of the southern sky. The
silence is interrupted occasionally by the
ebrill ery of a night-bird, and by crackling
noises in the trees. Tle latter are made
by the opossums, which feed by night on
thedeaves und fluwers of the eucalyptus or
gum-tree. These sounds are soon lost in
slumber, and a kangaroo ret hops in among
us, and steals a erust or two, without being
disturbed. 2 _

Suddenly we are awakened by louder
voices. It is the magpie salutes the morn.
Our coverings are wet with dew and fie
heavy upon us, bu: our backlog still glows.
We spriog to our feet and call to the-rest
tawake. Suddenly loud laughter resounds
on every band as il we were mocked by
demops. It is the lsaghing-juckasses, or

shudder by their hal(-dcmo@o, bali-
huwan laughter.

Breakfast over, bed-covers dried and tied,
we set off in a trot over the bard ground
towsrds the mountain. We already meet
pickets of ferns, like groups of graceful
ladies waving their huge fans at us. The
road gots steep. We begin to mount, and
then we dismount, and lead our horses. 0,
how hot it is! how grateful a cup of water

¢+ would be! but there is none on this side

the mountain, But the parrots in their

their top-knots seem to care neither for the
hot sun, ner for us. By noon it is differ-
ent.. There is not a breath of air. Not a
leafl:t stirs. Not a beetle bums.” Not a
bird isseen. All avimal life seews t» have
departed. Only from a distance come
regular-tones, like those of an axe. Many
& weary-traveler has becn fillad with hope
by these tones, imagining they came from
& peighboring settlement. But he was
sadly deceived. His ery of Cob-ce (the
bush-cry) was not answered, yet the
strokes continued. They are the notés of
a frog,—but another disappointment—his
presence is o sign of water.

We desecend into the valley and a sudden
bend reveals to us the lern-dell in all ite
unsuspected beauty, in luxariance which
dazzles the eyes—au picture, stretching for
wiles, framed by mouotaios. We enter
and walk from one gre:n ball to nootber,
of which the stately columos ure the trunks
of the fern-trees, 10 to 30 feet in height, each
extending its pal-fans on every side above
us, and seemiog to shut us in altogether
from the world. These again are adornea
with every eort of mosses, fangi, lichene,
and smaller ferns, and between them bLang
festoons of vines and ecreepers, often o
strong and close that we might make ham-
mocks of them. The fallen trunks form
luxurivus seats, with their thick cushions
of mors. Bat all is moist. The aiwr islike

bh“ part

hie the. Wrassigure- Yoy g g a-;"""".:gl
oo taught—taaght Christ, s it brought 0? Why did he not svoid

ery is that it is monotonous, but the mo. .

and then light a fire. This massive fallen .

birds. Many a traveler bas been made to
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