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FATHER GRASSI BEFORE THE
| ROMAN CURIA.

Our readers will be interested in the fol-
lowing answer which Signor Paolo Grassi
gave to the authorities of the Roman Caria.

That a priest can throw off che yoke of the |

Romish Church, in . Rome itself, and that
be can deliver such a defence before his
ecclesiastical superiors, and escape unhurt
may. be regarded as the strongeyt proof we
can have of the complete establishment of
personal liberty and the consequent down-

fall of the Inquisition under a free Ttalian |

Parliament and the government of Vietor
Emanuel. It will be seen that this
‘ answer ”'is wmore than Signor Grassi's
defence of his own course in relinquishing
Romanism. 1t is a direct attack on the
Ioquisition, and it exalts in the overthrow
of their power.

The Answer of the Rev. Chev. Paolo Grassi
éx incumbent of Santa Maria Maggiore,
made b2fore the Tribunal of the Huly
Inquisition at Rome : —

Very Reverend Father, by my farewell
letter of the 28¢th Sept. ult., addressed to
the Uardinal Viear; and by my publio pro-
fession of faith, I bhaving Jeclared that I
eotirely abandoned the Roman Catholic
Charch, I had no obligation (being no
longer a subjeet of the atoresaid chureh) to
present myself before your quality of Com-
missioner of the Inquisition, with which I
have no longer anything to argue (or de-
cide). Nevertheless I have decided to
come and answer before you, in person, not
to appear to justify myself, becauce, my
decision having been taken before God, it
is to Him alyne that [ have to render any
account ; £0 that I have ‘no obligation to
Jjustily myself in any manner whatever, and
especially before a tribunal whose authority
I do net recognise, and whuse existence is
a denial given to civilization and progress
and completely destroys the purity ol
religion, of love and of peace, which Jesus
Christ came to found un this earth.

Therefore F have presented myself before
you in this place for the following reasons :

- 1st. To bear witness of my faith in Jesus
Christ, who has entirely justified and saved
me, and also to bear witness to the strength
and consolation I have found in this faith.

20d. To profic by the occasion, which
God in His grace offers to me, to expose the
truth before the Holy Office, and to expose
it in all its fulness, in the hope that it may
becomé the seed for the conversion of the
whole clergy ; »9d | pray God that he may
give me the consolation (unworthy instru-
ment that I am) of seeing hundreds of
cthers brought to the light of trath, and
who until now bave been cbstinate and
cruel perrecutors. Vi

drd. To remove any doubt which may yet
remain’ on your mind, and to dcliver you
from all difficulties relative to the porition
I beld in the Basilica Libreriana ; the pre-
sent is a formal renunciation of the afore-
said position with all rights of profit which
are attached thereto; I renounce them all
in favour of the person whose right it isto
be appointed there, and be can freely dis-
pose of the said position, either keepiog it
for himself or giving it to another person
as be wmay see fit; I again eay that I re-
nounce it entirely, so that with St. Paal 1
may say : ** The things from which I de
rived anything (a profit of any kind) are
renouncel Ly me as being injurivus to
Christ and it is for him that 1 wished to
renounce them ; and I consider the profit I
derived from them as dross and now seek
only to gain Christ. (Phil. iii, 7, 8.)

Having thus explained to you the rea-
sons for which 1 now find myeelf before
you in this place, I come to bear witness of
wy belief, which you call ** Apostasy.”

[Fatber Grassi here argues at length that
the, Papal Church, bhas no right to the
appellation * Catholic™ or ** Apostolie,”
and quotes from the Scriptures in support
of all the doetrines he advances )

He then proceeds : —-

Now listen to what Gd has promised to
do here in Rome against the enemies of His
Charch. Here is the infallible order that
God sends to the Rowan believers: ¢ The

dog of the Inquisition js for ever extinguish-
ed, the breath of God
and from this time for
"be ignited,

has blown upon it,
th it can never more

.In this room to-day I come o Qbear
Witness to the trath ; and you uno longer
have the power to touch a bair of my head ;

you have lost all authority ; the work of"

God has commenced ; and syon these walls,
these chambers, these instruments af-tor-
ture and this tribunal will he ground like
80 much dust] under our feet : and the dust
thrown to the foar winds announcing to the
entire World that the office of the Holy In-
quisition has ceased to exist, daly dead,
g0 that it will never again raise itself, since
God will have ground it under the feet of
the Roman believers. Yes, Satan will be
ground, his work shall be destroyed, the
doctrines, the superstitions, the errors fall
each day ; the ttuth penetrates more and
more, 8oon there will be no more barriers
which can oppose any obstacle; because

the God of peace will grind Satan under
our feet,

And you men, hardened in your doe-
trines, listen for a moment to an old father
of the priesthood, who said mass, who ceon-
fessed, who preached with you, you who
hear him speak thus, you must now weep
for me as if [ were dead. But on the con.
trary [ tell you deave your tears aside, 1 am
not dead, but I have entered amongst- the
living, and 1 come to annouce to you the
resurrcction which is beginning, the resur-
rection of that (Jhurchv which you have
tried to stifle in blood, That Chureh now
breaks the tombstone and advances cleaf
and brilliant as the morning aurora, whose
white light shining on the seven hills puts
to flight; ignorance, supersition, heresy,
tyranny, aond apostasy, faithful shadows of
a dark night, .

Farewell, then, Chureh of my youth ;
farewel!, my cowrades, comrades of an
usarped ministry, ministers of a work of
dectruction, I leave you because I will not
be groand to dust with Satan ; | go out from
the dead, and from a dead Church, because
L belong to the Resurrection ; [ leave you
bgcause Paul the Apostle of Rome orders
me to retire from amongst such ministers.
Aod if my word still exercises any influence
on your hearts, I conjure you, I pray you
to Gpen your eyes to the light and abandon
this system of darkness in which you- live,

-and to accept the radignt splendour of

Christ, who will raise you, will console
you, and tivally lead you into-his majestic
glory.

I know that these dootrines. will appear
impibus and heretical in your eyes; bat
with God’s aid [ am ready to maintain them
before you in a public disscussion. And il
your Church believes me to be in error,
then lct it come and publicly demonstrate
my errors.— Believe me, Very Rev. Father
your Lordship’s very bumble servant.

| Paoro Grassi, Chev. '
The: following is also taken frow the
London Freeman :—

** We also reprint from the ltalian News
the following important communication
from our esteemed wiesionary in Rome, the
Rev. James Wall : — '

To the Editor of the ltalian News.

Not wishing to avail myself of the right
accorded by ltalian law to_reply in the
Frusta to the insults which the editor of
that paper has launched against the Apos-
tolic Church in Via Laurino, feeling eure
that any one who sympathises with the
usual tone of that periodical is not open to
reason, I address myself to you, Mr. Edi-
tor, in the hope of seeing puplished in your
paper, and thus submitted to the impartial
judgwent of respectable Catholics, this
answer 0 those calumnies.

Chevalier Paolo Grassi came to me some
months since stating that he no longer
believed in the dogmas of the Papal Chareh,
und thas he had resolved 1o become a Pro-
testant, and devute himself to the work of
preaching the Gospel in this city. He was
informed that the Church in Via Lauripa
is oot in full communion- with Protestant
Churches, and that its aim is not to estab-
lish Protestantism in Rome, but to resume

.| the wurk of the early Christians, interrupt.

ed by apostasy during the first centuries,
and buried under the superstitions of ages,
and that she returns to the old foundations,
oot to destroy ghem, but o continue the
building of of Christ in Rome,

and that bhe by applyivg to some Protestant
Church in Rome would find those whe

| der if the apostolic Christians, imitating
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years in the service of the Papal Chureh, in
which he had successively fulfilled the duties
of priest, confessor, curate, chaplain, mitred
abbot, lenten preacher, and lastly incam-
bent of the Liberian Basilica, and that a
few days before calling at my residence, on
May 23rd last, he presented bimself at the
Vicariate.and received from Cardinal Pa-
trizzii renewed faculty toperform ecelesias
tical duties daring the current year. From
his documerts it also appears that, as a
citizen, he had reccived the commemorative
medal for the battles fought in the years
1848 and 1849, and that his M#jesty King
Vietor Ewanuel had distinguished him
with the honor of knighthood of the order
of St. Maritus and Lazarus.” '

After such testimonials of honesty and
morality, given by the highest ecclesiasti-
cal and civil authorities, Chev. Grassi was
received as catechumen, and after four
months of instruction, and public confegsion
of bis faith was baptized and rceognized
as a wember of the’Churech, but not as a
minister. When Chev, Grassi made known
to she Cardinal Vicar his conversion, the
Catholic papers of Rome (that to which I
excepted) did not at all refer to the case.
Respecting that silence, Chevg Grassi has
imitated it, but it remains to be seen
whetbher, in justice to himself, he will not
‘be obliged to break it, and show in what
kitnd of houses those reside who throw
stonee at him. o

According to the Frusta he who yester-
day-received so many proofs of esteem, from
80 many members of the clergy, and es-
pecially from the Cardinal Viear ; he who
oficiated in a cathedral, who aceording to
them made the Holy Ghost descend in bap-
tismal water, and Christ in the mass, who
bound and unbound in heaven and earth,
who assisted souls in Purgatory, who con-
fessed the virtuous mothers and daughters
of Rome, was unworthy of any respect
whatever. Supposing this to be true,
what a terrible condemnmation of the Ro-
man clergy ! During 36 years he has been
among them, educated, instructed, conse-
crated, blessed, and their blessings, exam-
ple, sacraments, miraculous relics, wonder-
working saints and infallible Popes, accord-
ing to the Frusta, have been of no avail.
If 80, who can blame Chev. Grassi, if,
finding no efficacy in Romanism, no regen-
erating strength in that Church, he threw
| hiwself into the arms of Christ the friend
of sioners, not now the Judge but the Jus-
tifier of the ungodly ? And who can won-

the example of their Lord, have received
him as a prodigal returned; or,if in future,
as they hope, they will receive other eccle-
siastical sinners whose consciences, terri-
fied by #he signs of coming Jjudgment, will
abandon all to take refuge in Christ.

But the cfforts of the Frusta to morally
assassinate the Chey, Grassi have failed, or

are false, and that the Cafdival Viear is
either unfaithtul or incapable, and that
whoever believes in a priest .as legally au-
thorised to administer sacraments has no
security whatever for anything of'the kind.

In Signor Grassi’s life, as the Frusta
calumniates it, there are two facts: the
one, dishonorable—the condemnation of
1854,—and the other, humiliatiog —his
actual dcbts. To both of these charges he
himself will reply. But if he was im-
prisoned (in 1850, and not in 1853, as the
Frusta says, for at that time he was teach-
er at Monte Romano, which office hé dis-
charged until 1850) he was liberated by
Monsiguer Bisledi bimself, and immediately
restored to his ministry, which for a Catho-
lic is a sufficient proof of Lis inpocence.

As to his enormous debts and his innum-
erable creditors whom the Cardioal Viear
of his patural generosity paid, the former
did not amount to a thousand francs, of
which the Cardinal out of his own pocket
did vot pay more than 200. = And now,
that in consequence of baving given secur-
ity for others, especially for a priest who
did not keep his word, be is in debt, be is
arranging for immediate payment.

 Now that the journalism of Rome bas
“investigated the private and public life of
the Cbev. Grassi impartial persons will re-
wark— :

lst. That no respectable Catholie jourp,

al bas said a word against the Chev.
Graesi. "

20d. Whatever Chev. Grassi's past life
may bave bgen in the Pupal Church, noth-

his winistry up to.the moment he sent his
recantation t the Viear.

3rd. Whatever may bave be mo-
Nive; whether respectable or not, i ina

they would also prove that his documents |

ing preventéd bim. in the free  exercise of | |

thing, in order to enter as a simple brother
in the Apostolic Church, where he does
not receive balf so much as formerly. and
even this pro®wionally, and which would
cease in case of his not giving evidence of
possessing the character and ability re-
quired in a minister among us, '

4th. It is'also quite certain that up to
this moment this ex-incumbent, calumnied,
surrounded with spies, ill treated by some
friends, tempted to return by offered gold,
threatened with poison and -stilleto, still
perseveres in stacing“t'hat be left the Charch
of his youth and riper years from patriot-
ism, love for the primitive Church, love to
Christ, and that to the Papal Charch he
will never more return. '

[ confess, Mr. Eiitor, that, though with
millions of Italians I 'bad supposed the
Catholic priesthood hopelessly losg, in ma-
terialism, | now find it less difficult to ad-
wit that there are in that clergy some elect
souls, capable of sacrificing things material
to the interests of truth and the require-
ments of conscience, and who do not be-
lieve Catholizismn to be that Tartarean
pagan,

Continuo sontes accinta Aigell)
Tisiphone quatit insultans.
which is the bazner the Frusta glories in,
but rather sek it ig the humble Son of
God and Mary who felt comp :ssion alike
for heretical Samaria and apostate Jerusa-
lem, and who deploring the actual moral
and spiritual ruins of Catholicism, would
gladly hail the return of that time when
the Church of Rome was not a candlestick
removed from its place, thrown to the
ground, and io the hands of paganism, but
the base and pillar of the truth, which, like
a sacred flame, nourished and guarded by
the living ministry of Jesus, sent forth its
rays to the ends of the eurth. In the pro-
vidence of Gud the column is re-erected ;
one after another the lights are re-appear-
ing: the true Minister Christ is now off-
ciating, and all_in Rome who sympathise
with him are iovited to take part in the
struggle of light against eocial and ecclesi-
astical darkness. Christ has promised to
bruise Satan under the feet of Roman be-
lievers (Rom. xvi. 20); already many an
ancient superstition has bent its brow, the
whole eystem of error totters, and the ¥oice
of truth is heard erying amid the peril and
confueion, not only to drowsy Christians
but aleo to slambering churches—*¢ Awake
thou that sleepest, arise from the dead and
Cbrist shall give thee light.”" (Eph. v. 14),
come out of her my people that ye be not
partakers of her sins, and that ye receive
ot of her plagues. Come all out, and, is-
suing from that eclipse, you shall be cover-
ed with the spendour of Christ and shiue as
the lights of the world.
Yours, &e.

- James WarLL,
October, 16, 1873. :

Correspondence.

For the Christian Messenger,

BOSTON CORRESPONDENCE.

Dear. Editor ,—

Perbaps a few lincs from * the hab®
may not be without interest to some of your
rea'ers. They bave alrendy heard of the
busincss panie, and perbaps have felt some
of its efice's. Here it is deservedly claim-
ing the attention of all classes: The hea-
viest stroke is felt by she laboring classes,
many of whom are out of employment, and
bow they shall procure food during the
Winter is u question yet unsolved. The
present state of thiogs should teach Pro-
vincialists a lesson il they will but learn,
namely—1to be contens with well-doing at
bome, and nut leave good opportunities for
the uncertainties of Yankeedom. Noswall
number of the present sufferers are from
the Provinces. It may induce our young
people to rewain at home ahd devote their
‘energies in the development pf the resources

scale, is,now bLeing held in Music Hall,
under the auspices ot the Young Women's
Christian Association. The ohjeet of which
s to provide a Younz Wowan's Home,
which would be & viluable institation at

such timey as the present. The success is
so far raging. ;
There to be considerable of relii-

chareh,

fact that a chevalier, & Roman, & priest, an

Christ,

of our owa loved land. A/ fair, on a large

Square Church has baptized each wonth
during the year. Rev. Newman Hall has
been preaching in the city and vicinity for
the past few wecks, and yesterday preached
his farewell sermon to Boston, in Tremont
Temple, He goes from here to New York.
His ohject is to collect funds for a memorial
monument to. Abraham Lincoln, to be
erected in connection with his new ‘church
in London. The monument is to be 200
feet bigh, and to cost £1000 stg. Half
this sum Mr. H. wishes to collect in the
United States. During his stay in Boston
be preached twenty sermons and collected
$1200. His objeet is to earn the muney
by preaching the Gospel. He ‘states his
object at the commencement of each meet--
ing and takes a collection at the close—no
allusion being made to it in the sermon.
That is emphatically ** Jesus Christ and
hifa crucified.” “He does not fail to unveil
the terrors of Sinai, but eeems to delight in
pointing to the glories of Calvary. [here
i6 nothing particularly startling in ‘his man-
ner or matter more than this, a plain state-
ment of the way of salvation through
He dwells much on the character
of “God being mavifested to ué in the
Savidar. No doubs the results of his earn-
est sermons will live, when even the
Liucoln monument shail kave passed away.
Yours &e.,

ProvINCIALIST.
Biston, Dec. 13th. |

For the Christian Messenger,

'SABBATH SCHOOL WORK.

Bripcewarer, Dec. 1873.

On Sunday afternoon, Dec. 7th, a ¢ Ju-
vepile Mission Band” was formed of the
members of the Baptist Sabbath School in
this - place. The exercises in connection
with its organization were interesting. Tae
Officers are as follows, viz. :

Isane Durland, President,

J. B. Parker, Vice President.

Samuel Freeman, Treasurer,

W. J. Gates, Corresponding Secretary.
' All the Teachers in the Sanday School,
| and officers of the Society to be Collectors

and act as & Committee of Man ent.
Children. . $0 25 and upwards.
Adulgs. . 0 50 “

Life members. 5 00
The Sabbath School has held three in-
‘teresting Sacred Concerts, two at Bridge-
- water, the third was held at Ham’s Hall on
Friday evening, Deec., 10th. The proceeds
of the last one were given to aid the friends
there in erecting their new meeting house.
The Concert consisted of the filling of a
*Seriptaral Arch." Essays, Music, &e.
‘The whole was instructive as well as pleas-
ing, and has a tendency t6 awaken interess
in the Sabbath School canse.

The friends propoee giving several others
o aid of the Mission cause, with which
they .are now identified. I may remark
further that the object of the Mission Band
i8 to aid our Missions in Siam, in gathering
into day and Sunday Schools heathen chil-
dren, thus training them up in the ways ot
Christianity.

Thousands of dollars could be raised by
our Sunday Schools being thas formed into
‘Mission Bands. Our little band nambers
thirty three members. 1t is hoped that
many more of our Sunday Schools will join
| in tbis good “work. Children are usually
ready to enter into the spirit of such under-

man’s mature mind great good may be
looked for as the result, Let our Sabbath
Sehool children, grow up with a missionary
spirit, thus infused into them and the in-
creased iterest in Miskion work in the
lature, will amply prove the utility of such
training. If more paine were taken to fill
the youtbful mind with good there would
be less rovm for evil and ; good-meaning,
but mismanaging parents would not so fre-

follies o their children.
' . Yours &e., ~?
W. J. Garss,
Cor, Sec'y.

.For the Christian Messenger-
“SPEAK THE TRUTH IN LOYE.»

To the Editor of the Christian u.-Z.
Dxzar Six,—Will yoa permit the Chris-
tian Messenger to bear the following mes-
ot ;
Ia the article, “ Ask~for the old pathe
and walk therein,” in the Messenger

takings—and when rightly directed by

Quently have to mourn bitterly over the’




