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Christian Messenger. 
HALIFAX, N.S., NOVEMBER 26, 1873, 

BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1873. 

INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 

SunpAY, November 30th. 
Jesus before the High-Priest.— Matt. 

xxvi. 59-69. 

GorpeN Texr.—*¢ For such a high priest 
became us, who is holy, harmless, unde- 
filed, separate from sinners, and made 
higher than the heavens.” Hebrews vii. 
26. 

CoumiT To Memory : Verses 62-65. 

Svamary.—** He came unto his own, 
and his own received him not.” 

ANaLysis.—1. The resort te false wit. 
nesses. v8. 59-61. II. The appeals to 
Christ. ve. 62-64. 111. The sentence 
the council. vs. 66, 67. IV. The shame- 
ful abuse. vs. 68, 69, 

ExprosiTiON.— Introductory.— Each of the 

~ four evangelists gives a more or less de: 
tailed account of.the events connected with 
the trial of Christ. If we compare ‘these 
four accounts they will be seen to differ in 
such respects, and in so many points, as to 
make it dificult at once to barmonize them. 
The following statement of the ehronalnei. 

cal order of events is given by Dr. Lange, 
and will greatly aid in the study of this 
and the next lesson : « 1. The preparatory 
examination by Annas. John xviii. 13. 2 
The examination during the night before 
Caiaphas. 3. The final and formal exami. 
nation before Caiaphas and the Sanhedrim 
on Friday morning (Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke). This threefold examination by the 
eccelesiastical tribunals was followed by 
another threefold examination on the part 
of the secular authorities ; first by Pilate, 
then by Herod (Luke) ; and, lastly, a 
second time by Pilate. Between these ex” 
aminations the followi ing events intervened : 
1. The mocking and buffeting on the part 
of the servants of the Temple between the 
second and the third ‘examination by the 
ecclesiastical authoritics. 2. The being 
set at naught after the second examination 
by the secular rulers, or before Herod—the 
white robe. 3. The setting at naught and 
buffeting after bis third examination—the 
scarlet robe. Matthew, Mark, and” Like 
pass over the examination of the Lord by 
Anoas, Though Annas had. been deposed, 
the Jews seem still to bave considered him 
as their real high priest, while at the same 
time they were obliged, in an official capa- 
city, to acknowledge Caiaphas whom the 
Romans had appointed * that same year.’ 
As Caiaphas was the son-in-law of Anoas, 
they would, in all probability, order their 
domestic arrangements so 48 to meet the 
views of the Jews without giving offence 

to the Romans. Accordingly, we would 
suggest that both lived in one and the same 

palace ; which would also account for the 
fact that while the examination was puc- 

ceseively carried on in two different places, 

the guard seems to Lave remained in the 

same ioner court of the palace. This is 
evident from a comparison of the narrative 

of Peter’s denial as given by John in its 
relation to the samé event as given by the 
other evangelists. . . . We can thus un- 
derstand how Matthew and Mark relate 
the first examination by the high priest, 
and then the denial by Peter, while this 
order is reversed by Luke. Evidently the 
threefold denial on the part of Peter ex- 
tended from the first to the second exawin- 

ation of the Master.” 

Verse 59.— The chief priests sand elders, 

and all the council. ¥his council was the 
Santedrim, the supreme tribunal among 
the Jews, which the Roman government, 

to which the Jews were now subject, still 
allowed to exist, though it, of course, de- 
prived it of some of its ancient preroga- 
tives. We recall the names of Nicodemus 
and Joseph of Arimathea. The members 
of the council bad doubtless been together 
sll night, on the alert, and waiting for the 
coming of Judas, with whom, ia the first 

of the night, they bad concerted with the 
Roman soldiers and their own subordinates 
who io the dead of might, bad been sent 
to Gethsemane for their prisoner. We 
sball bear in mind that this was a prelimi- 
nary meeting, followed after daylight by a 
more formal one. Cbap. xxvii. 1; Lake 
xxii, 66. Theirs were truly ** deeds of 

- Garkness. Sought false witness against 
© Bim. Having no true and walid witness, 

they seek fur something, so matter what, 
~ that may seem to warrant & sentence of 

Wat on the Pood mire bobo |. 
beforehand, and Jesus was —— 

to an arrangement made with Judas. To 

put kim to death. To adjudge him guilty 

of death, and then deliver him to the Ro- 

man power to secure confirmation and exe- 

cution of the sentence, John xviii. 31. 

Verse 60, 61.— Found mone ; 4. e., that 

answered their purpose, hence: Yea, though 

many, ete. At the last came two, ete., 

{ who, ‘it would seem, agreed in the report 

of these words. Perbaps the words, This 

one said, may have been spoken with a tone 

of contempt, indicated by the inserted 

word *¢ fellow.” Blasphemy against the 

Temple was regarded as blasphemy against 

the God whose house the Temple was, But 
how perfectly free the reported words of 

Christ were from blasphemy no reader of 

the New Testament need be reminded. 

Christ’s statement was a recogpition of the 
symbolie or typical relation of the Temple 

to his body. 
Verse 62.—The high priest. Caiaphas. 

bY | Sea verse 57. Arose. Some think through 

loss of self-control. Answerest thou noth- 

ling? We are reminded of Isaiah hii. 7, 
*“ As a sheep before her shearers is dumb.” | 
What is that? etc. What have you to 
say to this? These men bad often before 
tried in vain to trap bim. 52 ’ 

Verse 03.— Lut Jesus held his peace. 

Draw the contrast between the spirit and 
feelings ot this silent prisoner, and the 

spirit and feelings ¢f this enraged officer. 
“1agjure ince vy ne “doing Ged This was 

true answer to the question about to be 

asked. Christ seems to have recognized 
the propriety and sacredness of the oath by 

giving answer. The command in chap. v. 

34.37, is.doubtless to be referred to other 

than judicial oaths. Whether thou be the 

Christ, the Son of God. This was the 

grand question on which everything turned. 

The claim to-Sonship was that in which the 

blasphemy was supposed to reside, as ap- 

pears from Jobn x. 20-36. See especially 
the thirty-sixth verse. 

Verse 64.— Thou hast said; i. e., Yes, 

I am. See Mark xiv. 62. Jesus gives 
himself, and is given by the Father, as our 
sacrifice. Not only does he boldly answer 
Yes, but he adds to it. Nevertheless. Or 
rather, *¢ besides,” or ** moreover,” fui 
such only is the meaning of the original, 
and the demand of the connection. Here- 
after shall ye.” ** Ye,” who are sitting in 
judgment on me to condemn me. See the 

Son of Man. Tue title which, by prefer- 
ence, Jesus used to designate himself 
with referencs to his human nature and 

his oneness with mankind. SitZing on the 

right hand of power. ** Sitting,” as in 
full, peaceful, permanent, undisputed pos- 
session of the place. * The right hand” 

is the place of honor, and ** the right band 
of power ” is the place, position, or office 

of honor given bythe Almighty, and is the 
figurative statement of the truth literally 
stated in Matthew xxviii.~18. Coming in 

the clouds of heaven. See chap. xxiv. 30 ; 
Daviel vii. 12-14. Clouds are ** the at- 

tendaots, or, at least, (he symbol of the 

dive preseoce.”” This ** coming” is 
specially *‘ the second advent” at ** the 
end of the world.” 

Verse 65.— Rent his clothes, His upper 
garment. [Hath spoken blasphemy. In 
claiming the prerogatives of God. Blas. 
phewy it would have been if Christ bad 
vot been God, as according to John i. 1. 

Verse 0606.— Guilty of death; i. e., 

justly deserving of death according to our 
law. 

Verse 67.— Spit ‘on his face. As upon 

an outlaw, and in token of extremest con- 

¥ 

{ tempt snd deepest abhorrence. Mark that 
they not only spit, but in his face. 
feted ; i. e., struck with the fist. 

Verse 68.— Prophesy, ete. Recall that 
be had been blindfolded, as Mark and 

Luke record. Ah! to what shame was 

Christ put by those whose hearts were by 
nature not worse than ours. 

Questions. —The subject of our last 
lesson? Where did that lesson leave Jesus 
and the eleven? What followed immedi- 
ately after? vs. 47.56, Where does this 
lesson find Christ? ve. 57. To whom was 
be led before this? Jobnzwvisi. 13 What 
there occurred 7? Jobo xviii. 19-24. 

Vs. 59.61. The ame and natare of the 
council? How came it to be together at 
agin agleg'- dbe ht? What does verse 

Buf 

59 «bow of its spirit toward Christ? What 
was the Jewish - as to the number of 

1 witnesses required ? Dent. xix. 15. Did 
the couneil find the necded witnesses ? 

Vs. 62. What did the high priest do? 
Hud Christ been call-d to apswer? 

Vs. 63. How did Christ treat this ques- 
tion? Why thus? What is leaiah hii. 
7? What d.d Caiapbas do next? Mean. 

of the word ** adjure” ? did the 
| Sere Christ's claim to 

of ABE Shvy: Ao 

| Meaning of ‘the 

formally t6 put Christ under oath, to give 

-
 

° ‘the Son. 

lot treat this oath 7 

Colne 

Mark xiv. 62. Wha more does he sid ? ? 
Why should he here call “hitnself *¢ 
Son of Man"? Explain the , 4 nd § 
ting at the right band of power.” | What 
time is referred to Matthew xxiv. NE. 

Ve. 65-68. What did Caiaphas do and 
say ? What did the rest say and do? 

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher, 
Scripture Catechism, 154, 155. 

Sunpay, December Tth. — Jesus before 
the Governor.“<Matt. xxvii. 11-26. 

Howth’ Department, 

OUR BABY. 

BY BEATRICE. 

Swing your hate! shout hurra ! 
Sound trumpet and drum, 

Send the news for and near— 
Qu: baby has come. 

"Tie mamma's darling pet, 
Papa’s latest joy ; 

And the best oi it is, 
Our baby’s a boy. 

No more blind-man’s buff 
Shall make echoes yng, 

For baby is sleeping— 
Tyraonical king! 

By virtue of love, his 
i oh er wield ; 

HE AS ») bs “Lhe RL 

We thank thee, O Father, 
For this gift from thee ; 

We ask that our baby 
Blest ever may be. 

— Home News. 

We copy the above from one our ex- 
changes. A The Home News it appears, is 
a family paper, stricily so, a large neatly 
wrilten sheet, prepared by a family, filled 
with verses, puzzles and sketches, with 

illastrations &c., dove for recreation and: 

mutual improvement. This—the prepara- 
tion of such » paper—is a kind of occupa- 
tion which might be made a source of 

much home enjoyment for the long winter 

evenings, 

hoor, | Nghe 

A CANNON BALL IN THE HAT, 

An anonymous writer, generally sup- 

posed to be the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, 
after describing how, when a boy, he stole 

| a cannon ball from the Navy Yard at 

Charlestown, Mass., and with much’ tre- 

pidation and more headache, carried it 
away in that universal pocket of youth— 
his bat, winds up with the following re- 

flections—reflections which, though philo- 
sophically trite, are in this manner couvey- 
ed with much force and freshness : 
When I reached home, [ bad nothing to 

do with wy shot. 1 did not dare to show 
it in the house, nor tell where I got it ; and 

after one or two solitary rolls, | gave it 

away on the same day to a Prince-streeter. 
But after all, that six-pounder rolled a 

good deal of sense into my skull. I think 
it was the last shing that I ever stole (ex- 
cept a little matter of a heart, now and 
then), and it gave me a notion.of. the. folly 
of coveting mure shaw you can enjoy, which 
has made my whole life happier. It was 
rather a revere mode of catechising, but 
ethics rubbed in with a six-pounder shot 
are better than none at all, 

But | see men doing the same thing— 
going into underground and dirty vaults, 
and gathering up wealth, which will, when 

got, roll around their he:ds like a ball, and 

be not a whit softer because it is gold, in- 

stead of iron, though t"Zrce is not a man io 
Wall Street who will believe that. 

I bave see a man put bimself to every 
bumiliation to win a proud woman who 

bad been born above him, and when he got 
her, he walked all the vest of his life with 
a cannon ball in his bat. 

I bave seen young men enrich themselves 
‘by pleasure in the some wise way, sparing 
oo pains, ant serupling at no sacrifice of 
principle, for the sake at last of carrying a 
burden which no man ean bear. 

All the world are busy in striving for 
things that give little pleasure and bring 
puch care. 1am accustomed, in all my 

‘|"walks among men, noticing their ways and 

their folly, to think, * there is a man 
stealing a cannoe ball ;” or, * there's a 
man with a ball on his bead ; Lhsow ly 
bis walk.” * 
The money which a clerk parioiss for 

his pocket at last gets into his hat like 
cannon ball. Pride, bed + solfish- 
ness, evil passions, 
be bad o holla his 

Hf Ma i do the very thing that 
bo ht A 

+ quite often becomes the means of his being 

will roll » ‘man es if] 
head ! And ten thou- | 

| em bo tod wi ut U0 sag mr 

A AND ITS OLRE 

The Morning Star makes a good state- 
ment of the source of skepticism and its only 
infallible care, 
i Skepticism may be chiefly the miisfor- 

tune of some minds, It is just that. They 
are constitutionally ¢ slow of heart to be- 

{me SIN WILL FIND YOU OUT. 

.% Mother, mother!” said Mary Jay, 
running into her mother’s room, * I believe 
I've found out what makes Clinton sick 
every day. I saw him just now, 6ut in the 
garden, behind the lilac bushes, with big 

Fred Saunders, and Fred ‘was smoking a 

| cigar.” : | believe.” Doubts and questionings have 
ah Clinton baven cigar?” asked her | 109 them irom their cradles upwards. 

mother. 
Or unfavourable surroundings, and mis- 

chievous teachere, and treacherous and un- 
principled professors of religion may have 
warped the understanding, and blurred tbe 
eyes with prejudice. They bave to fight 
for every inch of the territory of a genuine 
faith which they gain and keep. The most 
earnest prayer they ever offer is that of the 
man in the gospel,—*¢ Help thou mine un- 
belief !"”” Such souls as those deserve the 
charitable sympathy of men, as they are 
sure to have the infinite and helpful pity of 

But there is another sort of skepticism 
which fights against the higher light and 
the diviner truth. It shuts its eyes. It 
stops ite ears, It twists evidence. It keeps 
important witnesses away from the inner 
court, or it perverts their uttered testimony. 
It loves darkness. 1t craves the license 
which infidelity allows. 1t keeps on crying 
“ No God !” until it imposes upon itself, 
and believes its own passionate word to be 
the utterance of an infallible oracle, called 
Reason, or Philosophy, or Science. And 

thus it justifies-and illustrates the statement 
of the Scriptures,—*¢ The fool bath said in 
his heart, There is no God ! ; 

The best, nay the only real cure for 
wuch and even most of the skepticism that 

“ I will go and see, myself.” 
Saying this, Clinton's mother put on her 

bonnet, and walked out into the garden. 
There the children stood, in ashady corner, 
each with a cigar in his mouth, and Clinton 
with a bundle of matches in bis hand. 
The two ‘boys who were with him ran 

when they saw ber; but his mother called 
Clinion in a loud voice to stop ; so the stead 
still. He knew be bad been doing wrong, 
and hie first impulse was to get rid of the 
cigar. 

What do you suppose he did with it? 
It is very strange, but it is true, that 

people who are caught doing. wrong never 
act as they thought they would if found out. 
It is as true of grown-up people as of 
children. It is very easy for persons to 
make up their minds what they will do if 
caught in a crime ; but strange to say, 

they seldom do the thing they planned, 

guilty. 
Clinto might bave thrown away his 

cigar, | suppose, before his mother reached 

him ; but instead of that, he thrust it un- 

der his belt. He did not do this because 

be thought it the best plan, or because he 
thought at all ; it was what is called an 

impulse. exists, is found in that vital experience 
* Clinty,” said his mother, ** Bave you | oooh comes #0 the bears, that ere itself 

a cigar 2” upward in earnest prayer, and then puts 
the truth it has learned into faithful Christ- 
ian service. Logic is not the needed 
medicine, but Love ; not metaphysical 

analysis, but an unselfish and consecrated 
life. For such prayer makes unseen things 
visible, and such service fills the soul with 
the very powers of the divine life, so thas 
there isa grateful repetition of the old word, 
—*¢ 1 know that my Redeemer liveth.” 

> fi 

* No,” said the little boy. 

leads to another, 

“ Clinton,” said bis mother, solemnly, 
*¢ is this the truth ?” 

‘ No, ma'am, | baven’t got any,” per-. 

sisted he. ** Fred and Benny had though.” 
Just at that moment a little blue smoke 

came curling from under Clinton's apron, 
ings Shave his belt. He turned pale as he 
saw a hole burning in his apron, and there 

was the burnt end of a cigar under it! 
¢¢ Ab, Clioten, your sinfound you out! 
I will not tell you how Clinton was 

punished, only you may know he he - 
smoke any more cigars, 

+ I thiok he was a silly fellow to wiib a 
lighted cigar under his apron!” some 
child says. *‘ I would have hid it better 
than that!” 

No you wouldn't. You do. not know 

what you would have done. Unless you 
have been a great while learving to deceive, 
and grown cunning, you would not have 
heen any wiser. 

When a child or man, who is generally 
honest, eopnmits some sin and wishes to 

hide it, the very thing he does to hide it 

One sin 

—— 

The new Lord Mayor of London, Mr, 
Alderman Lusk M. P, for Finsbary, isa 
notable example of the ** self-made ** man. 
Dick Whittington's story - is hardly more 
romantic than that of Sir Sydney Water- 
low’s successor. Mr. Lusk, who is a native 
of a poor weaving village on the coast of 

Carrie, in Scotland, was in early life a 
struggling shopkeeper, and not so many 
years ago made his first upward step in the 
social scale when be opened a small 

grocer’s shop in a thriving seaport on the 
Clyde. By sheer force of will and uore. 
mitting industry he is now the Chief Ma- 
gistrate elect of the greatest city in the 
world. The same county which claims him 
for a son (that Ayrshire which produced 
Robert Burns) gave London an excellent 
Lord Mayor fifty years ago in the person 
of Sir James Shaw, a poor peasant’s boy 
who distinguished himself by claiming pre- 
cedency of the King’s sons at the funeral 
of Lord Nelson in St. Paul's. 

SHAME ON YOU 1 y b 
Dr. Jaconue relutes the following: A. 

few years ago 1 visited the late venerable: 
Cesar Malan, of Geneva, Switzerland. 
He said, ** Yoo Americane hang your beads 
like a bulrush and do not rejoice in bope.” 
I answered, * Doctor, we believe in Christ's 
work and word, and in Christ himself, but 
we distrust our own hearts. ** Ah!” he said, 
“it is quite the same. You do not rejuiee: 
in God.” On taking leave I said, ** Te- 

morrow | must go to Chamounix and Most 
| Blane.” ¢ Ab!" he said, 1 will give you. 
a note to a gantleman there who will serve 
you on my account. ** Thank you, Doctor,” 
| replied ; * that isa great favor. | am 

discovered. : 

When you want to sin in safety go 
where God is not.” But since God is in 

every place, you may be sure your sin will 
lind you out ! 

I mean you, Master George, and you, 
Miss Gerty ! 1 know how you spend your 
study bours at school. You sit with your 
beads down, as if you were trying to get 
over your lessons: But you are only sham- 
ming. You are a couple of cheats, for on 
your lape, just below your text-books, are 
a couple of story-books, and you are read- 
ing them instead of studying your lessons. 
When your classes are called you slyly lift 
the covers of your desks, slip in your 
pleasure booke, look very innocent, and gé 
out to recite. ~ No wonder oo blunder over 
your reeitations, 
atk A or haf 

You are playing false. You are beginning 
‘a babit that will stick to you like glue all 
your days; it will corrupt your character 
and ruin your influence. You need not 
imagine that your shamming will go uodis- 
covered. Yiu will know it. Others will 
find you eut and despise you. God knows 
it! Stop shamming, then, I beg you, and 
learn to be true. Be what you sppear to] 
be. Do what you seem to be doing. Be 
trae! Off with your masks! Show to the 
world that you are true boys and girls, and 

| you will make true wen and women. Then | 

already very happy! Then you believehy,” 
| tli © —— — 

driver angry with Lis horses tor some fin~ 

interrupted him by inquiring the way fo 
a certain street, 10 a certain man’s house; 
both of which she knew very well. Buk 
the driver, too gallant not to answer the 

temper to cool, and restored the whip. to 
its socket weak wings adi 

Beara, 

very bappy.’” ** Ah!" said he, ** you sre 

A Wouan's Tacr.—A lady saw & 

cied offence,about to lash thew severely. She 

lady's questions, bad opportauity for his 
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