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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

Ehristign  D)essengers

HALIFAX. N S.. FEBRUARY 26, 1873.

THE TEACHER.
BIBLE LEssENs FUR 18°3.

Sunpay, March Qnd.. 1873.
Escape from Sodom—Gen. xix. 15.26,

GoLpeN Texr.— For if the word apoken
by aungels was stedfast, and every transgress
sion und disobedicnce received a just recoms-

ence of reward ; How shall we escape,
if we neglect 8o greas salvactiom ; which at
the first began to he spoken by the Lord,
and was coutirmed unto us by them that
heard Lim, Heb. ii. 2, 3.

CommIiT TO MEMORY.— Veree 17.

StMMarY.—Sinful associationrs are dan-
gerous und contmminating.  T'ue possession
ot wealth, if ut the sucrifice of pety, is a
poor depcMance.

ANaLysis. — Although Lot was pro.
nourced a ** righteous wan ' he was siow
to ohev to voice ol God, 15-18 lLie was
not prepared to obey at ull hazards, 19.20
Gud g.ve hun his own request to rewnn
in Zour, 21, 22,
by biis ta.th but periitted to perish us a
warning to ull ages vs. 20,

ExpositioN.~—'lhe previous part of the
history of Lot s career is not of the most
satislactory characier.  Although he is
pronounced a righteous man, 2 Pcter ii
7, yet in Lis deahings with his unele Abra-
ham he aj pears as relfish and choosing the
richest purt of the land without regurd to
the chiarncter of thore with whom he would
have to dweil.  Abraham s conduct stands
out im strikirg contrast a8 noble and
gencruus, notwithstanding that he was the
elder, and wight very properly have die-
tated to Lot what part he stould take.
Lot does not appear to bave known any-
thing of Abrabnm’s intercession for him
and hie fauuly, The nairstive of that
event, given in Lhe previous chapter, is in-
timately connectied with what subscquently
tovk place, yet appears to have had no in-
fluence un the couree pursued by the nngels,
as they appeured to Lot, or,on L it himselt,
Neither dws Abratam spjpear te hLave
known how Lot was to be rescued fiom
the ruin which impended over the doomed

Ceities. 1t wan prebably the sume persons
(angels) thut bud apjeared w Abrabaw
who now cawe to the gnte of Sudom in the
evening.  He recognized ihem ws wortny
of Lir prefound 1everence, and shewdd them
the greitest .ruspect and attention, vs, 1
Lot tina evidently bhecome grently oorrupted

Lot's wile was not saved |

by living in t! ere wicked cities. Llowever
* jurt” he was, he is to be raved (.ml'y.z
*“s0 us by fire,”” and more iu consequene. |

of his relation to Abrabam than oo e- |

count ol Lis own wourthiness.

angelic. The tardiness of Lot way tave |
arisen trow his possessi.ns, or fiom adevire |
to see Lis neighbours saved [rom the comimg
destruction.  The sniguaty, or dostruction,

the cnure 18 Licre put 1o the cflect. They |

leet wil they hud accumulated by living in
this luxuriovs and licentious city, and
were ouly themseives saved w8 it were by
the skiu ot the weeth, Job zix. 20.

Verse 17.— Abundant warning was given
of tie durger of continuing to linger and
they were fuirly put on the cuurse of
slety.

Verse 18 — Lot still ehews his inclina-
tion to consult his own cunvenience, and
ask fur sull further concessions to hLis love
of eare, and disinclination t personal
effrt.  His wontpf faith and hLis roquest
for a shortening of the distance to which
be might go to be safe, indicates a want
of mornl courage as well a delic.ive coufi-
denee in Goud. At the rame time there np-
pears a dogree of humility, aid the ah.
eence o1 »eli confidence, which are indi-
eations of geuuine piety.

Verse 21. 22— 1 bave accepted thee”
(thy face ) The request prescated wus
granted in consideration of his wenkne-s,
and this city would be spared on hir acvount,
How full of wercy are God's desl ngs with
his people. Reov. vii. 3. '

Verse 23. 24 — W hether the citics of the
plain were destroyed by the eruption of a
vulenno at the time, and the bituu inous sub-
stance fallimg yppon them, or the fi e and
brimstore were rimply & mirscle, without
ary intermediate prucess, cannot be certains
ly determined. The fucts of their destruc-
tion are pretty fully corroborated hy the
present wrpeet of the loeality. ‘The Dead
Ses now covers the plaim in which these
cities lormerly were. Sulphar is found on
ite shoree, and o kind of conl enlled Murca
by the Arabes which em being ruhbed ¢xules
an intlerwble odor. When plnecd upon

i
Ferse 15, 16.—The .interest taken hy |
angels in soving Lot and his fumily is traly ‘

bot conls it emits a strong sknch of sul-

phur and will give off a blize of several
inches high. Lieut. Lynch of the United
Statcs Navy spent several weeks in 1848 in
making a survey of the Dead Sea, and be
found it ** nearly 1,300 lcet deep, and its
sutface more than 1.300 feet below the
level of the Mediterranean From the
eastern side, sume eight miles from the
south end, a low jromontory projects
three fourths of the way towards the
westera cliffs, and sends up a point five
miles towards the north. Below this point
the Inke becomes suddenly shallow, the
southern bay not averaging more than
twelve or fifteen feet in depth, Jush, xv.
2 This lower part is believed to cover the
sites of the cities distroyed by fire from
heaven, Sudom, Gomorrah, Adwah, and
Zeboim, The vale of Siddim was once a
smiling plain, well watered, and like a
garden of tve Lord, Gen. xiii 10; it is
now, and for all futare ages, a monument ol
his just indignfision, Deut. xxix 23, and
an awlul warning to reckless sinners that
the duy of the Lord will come upon them
also suddenly and without remedy, Mate,
2. 15 .. 3i. 22.24; 2 Pet ii.49; Jude 7.
The bottom of the shallow buy isa deep
slimy mud, Gen. xiv. 10. On its south-
west berder lies aamountain or ridge com-
posed chiefly of rock-salt, and calied Us
dum or Sodum, between which and the sea
stands a°round pillar of salt forty feet
high, reminding one of Lot's wie. At
present the Deud sea has no perceptible
vutles, and the waters jowred iuto it by
the Jurdan are probably u'a;wrnted by the
intenre Leat of the unclounded sun, or iu
purt whsorted n the eurth,’

Verse 25.—The sterility of the eoil to
this duy coufirme these bistorical siate-
ments.

Verse 26 — We are not informed what
induedd Lovs wife 10 Jook bwek. It way
huve heen that she lingered, and a wuss vl
the hq\:‘ld substauce surrounded her, and
this judgwent lell upon her for the purpose
of hustening the othicrs om in their obedi-
ence to the divine cummaud. Qur Lord
calls attentioa to the fact, and inculcates a
rewewbrance of it upon his aisciples to
induce & rpirit of watchlulress, and pre-
purcdoess for the coming of the Sun of wan,

QutBTIONS — W hat relation existed be.
twoen Abrulinw and Lot? - W hat spirit had
Lot sLown in his treatment ol Abracnw?
How tad Abruham slown his regard for
Lot? Chap. xiv. 12 16; xxui, 17-33 W hire
wus Lot whon the wnges met lum ? How
Lad he reeerved thew ? How did Lot obey
the 1juneiaons to esenpe from Sodom ? ((0)
W Lt was the Injunction given on cowing
0 the rubuibs ol the eity?  Did Lotobey
fuithwih?  Where did he wish w0 go

' ruther than W the mountain? Wuy?

W hut did this shew ? Whet time was it
when tie destructivn lell on the vities?
Luke avit 28-297  What are the dending
leatures o1 bie loenlition where those clies
lormerly stoo1? - What judgwent fell upon
Lots wite 7 Why? What wimyh vetewn

e ubject ul thie besides that of punistiment
ol discbedicniee ?

Seripture Catechism, 103.

' Sunpay. March Oth.—Trial of Abram's
Fuith — Gen. xxit 7-14.

“ouths’ Depurtment,

PUVERTY PETER.

BY R. W. RAYMOND *

Certainly nubud; in all the great city
wus wore lonesowe, and desolate, und help
less than Puverty Pioter, 1 will not say
that wobody was wore unhappy ; for there
were +0 many unhappy people in the city,
and there n1 o wuny kings of unhaypyi.
Dess, thut itwould be haid to decide anong
them. Dduwe lulks are lurivusly Wi rable,
They ure tull of jealousy, and JI® and
envy. They try w do hurm, aff the evil
they intend fur others comes back upon
thewsclves—their own  passions torment
thewm, So no wonder they suffer., Sowme
felks are mnde wretched hy remorse. They
have done wicked things which eannot be
undone. All their tars will not quite
wush the stains fiom their s uls, und give
themi pure wnd bappy memories.  Sowe
lulks, Bgain, wmie unhu”-’ bec‘ahsc Uwy
huve to work too hiard, and it tukes all the
etrer gth, nud Lepe, and comfort out « f their
lives ; while others are unhappy becaure
they have notling to deo. ‘lhis mukes
them selfish and deconiented. A little
starvation, just to wake them up ard wuke
thew puy attention to life, would be goud
for ruch people ; but too much starvation

is not goed lor anyhedy.

Now, Puver y Peter was unhappy with
out knowing is, snd 1 think that s, in
some respocts, the worst kind of all.  For

- ———

® This story wus read duriv g the Christ nas
week 1o the cloldren of the three Sunday.
schiols connected with Plymouth Chwuich,
Broukiy n:

these different kinds of uhbapyivess wre
like different diseases. Most of them are
painful, and people are warned by the pain
to try to be cored of them. But a disease
that docsn’t give amy puin at all is a-dread.
ful thing. Wken the sick manm tells the
doctor tBHat he doern’t sulfur a bit, the doe-
tor shakes his liead, That is u bad sign.
tle is alraid the wan will die.

Poverty Peter got his name from the
newshoys. They called bim #0 because he
hado’t any respectable name of his own,
wud that one fitted him perfeetly. Not
that they thought it any disgrace to be
pour. Bless you, every mother’s son of
thain was jour whem Le began, though
some of them, baving been in business
severnl yeurs, lud mowey in the "bank.
But even these looked us ragged as Peter.
Lhiey did not follow the fushions («xcept at
the distunce of hall & generatiun), al.q
they did not judge one unoti er by vutward
appearances. but they noticed that Peter
bad no ambition, no hope, nuv wish to
better his condition. He didn't work ; he
didu’t play ; he managed ‘to live, no one
knew how ; and Lie secmnd to care as little
about lite us 1if Le were an oyster at the
bottom ol the Eust River. So the lender
vl the 1 Web.)b— they ealled him Baeioot
Bill when he went into the uade, but he
tlinashed that out of them after he bad
earncd his fist pair ol shoes, and now las
nate was Captuin Williawmes— said ol Peter,
* Puvorty Peter be s, aud will be. Its
in bim, and you can’t get it out of him !’
Peter did not wind this treantment. W hen
be wus hungry, he wanted w eat; when
he wus cold, he wauted to get waiw.
I'hat was his notiow ot lile, - He saw thou-
sands of puople cvery day who were busy,
und good-vatured, ard comfortable ; but he
looked upon thew without envy ard with-
out ambition, 18 wrvek wight look up at u
bird flyiug uver it. They beloiged w u
ditterent worla from bis. .

Oue winter Sunduy he was loafing alung
the street aud he cawe w0 a church, lhe
door was open, and out of it came the deep
tones of the urgan—that sort ol urgun-
sound, you kuuw, in which sowetling
below all seews to shuke and trewbie
sweetly, ti 1 the whole woi ld trewbles with
It ; while on the rurlace ol the wusic all
the time benutiful welodies Aout about, like
yachts upun a billowy sea,. -Dowething
urged Pewr to go in, but Le Lesitateu.
[ was nut beenuse be was dicty and nigged
that he paused ; he hud vospecial shnwe
ubout that as yet, but he was lazy wid’ iu-
differens.  While be hingered, howewr,
the people were giing by him into the
chuich, aud preceitly there pussed a e
girly, oh, su besutidul! It wade even Peter
cuteh his breath to look at her,

No, she didn't bave gulden hair and
blue eyis.  You shink ull the lisde girle
in stores are biondes ; but this ¢ne bad
brown buir—a little tinged with red, il
anoything—and ber eycs were brown foo
But her beauty did not depend oo these
things alove. [ think two things hud
more to do with it. She lovked vo lapp)
urd she looked 20 kind.  And what should
she do but let go ol her father's hand, walk
straight up tw Pewr, und, alier luoking
at him with her earnest eyes for a e
went, put into his band a card with «
pretty picture on ik, ‘Then she swilily
ruu to overtake her lather; and disappeared
in the church.

Peter lovked at the card with curiosity
and ammzement. The )icture represented
n fair and gracious woman giving presents
to a crowd of wretched, shabhy peuple ;
under it was the word Cuarity, in large
letters, ‘aud under that, again, & text lrom
the Bible. But Le could not read, and so
the wenning was lost uwpon him. In fact,
he thought it was a ticker to some vxhibi-
tion in the chureh, ard it struck him that
perhaps there would be presents given
uway. There were puorle who gave pres
ents and “other  people who got thow,
But even this thought did not move hiw
to enter. What woved him was just a
look of pity thrown back upon bim by the
histle girl before she dimappearcd. le
sturted lorward, hardly knowing why Le
did so. LUe had only & vague desire to
entch one wmore such glance. You may
think it etrange that pity should be wel-

come t him. Indeed, the ordivary kind |

ol pity was not at all to bis taste, He had
been pitied that way often envugh, and it
mede hiw feel as, | sujpose, the animale
in the menngerio feel when you poke thein
with & parusol. Bot this was un cxtraor-
dinary kind ; it was pity without any con.
temps. Few people feel it, and even these
do mot often have the art to show it so that
it cannot be wisundersteod,

Su on rushed Puverty Poter, and found

Vtu feel quite at home.

to consider. The little girl was just enter-
ing a pew far up the unisle. lle did not
dare to ‘cllow farther ; his sudden impulee
died away, and he was about to slink out
into the strect again, when the cushioned
seat in the empty rear pew sttracted his
attention.  Sitting down was just in his
line, and 1t was bis habit to take advant-
age of solt places when they prerented
themsclven, which was nos often, in hie
desolate life  So now he sidled into the
pew, thinking. ** I'll stay here while
they'll let me. Probubly a policewan will
come along pretty svon, und tell me to
‘wove out ' thie.” "

But nobody disturbed him, and he began
He could just see
the little girl's head in the distance, and
he longed fur her to come out agair;. The
wusi¢ pleased him, and the prayer puzaied,
hiw ;- but the scrwon—well, for a wonder,
the sermon was just suited to Poverty
Peter's cure. 1 ruppose he might have
dropped into chureh w hundred times with-
out hearing anything which fitied Lis con-
dition so weil. It was about giving and
receiving i and after wlking plainly to
rich people concerning the duty aud the
reward of charity, the minister went on
somewhat in thisatyle :

** But, my hiends, if it is indeed more
blessed to give than to receive, how shall
the poor vbtain this greater blcsoing?
Ab! the promise is just as true for them
as lor she rich.  Even the poorest can give,
and be will not be happy until he dues.
Give, and nos take, or nt lenst do net tuke
withous giving, no mutter how puor you
wre 1t may be right lor you t let othors
help you, but it is certminly right and ne-
cesenry that you unlsu Lelp uthers,

** Now, I don’t mean that you should
necessarily huut out prople that wre lower
dowo than you, You con find chances to
scive those that wie above you. If you
amre a clerk, do your (mployer a favor; if
you ure 8 luborer in the »trect, bebave
like a gentlewwn (o thore who jass you in
the stiect. Do mot seorn, nor euvy, nor

negicet the people who seem 10 be better |

off than you are, Show them fiee and
triendly favor, and you will find that i is
wore Llceeed 10 give than 1w 1esgive. Even
God, 1In whuse presence we ure weak as
ciipples and rooras beggars, who is al-
wuys giving and giving, };‘ rwits us t offer
our loving pi st hiw.  Aud serviog him
witt.out scitishuess or hope ol roward, we
stimll bu puid Ly the privicge of the service
nseif. ‘

** Oh, dislicarten: d, indifferent, unhappy
wmen! Do you not know - the secret of
plensure?  Arise, and do sumetiing for
osher men ! - Do ot any longer be cuntent
W recerve, wnd receive—atd give wothing.
Whiutever you have, worey or sirength or
goud-wi l, give, and give heely wnd per-
petunlly, and you shall be bless "

Peter listerea with strange wtercst, feel-

ing thut this was wowns for him, and un-

derstanding enough ol it s be deeply
w.ved, e was 8o absorbed thas when

the minister snid ** Arire !"" he stood right,

up in the jew; but immedimiely he sat
duwn again, wutiering, © No; tat aie'
it! Ob dear! what is it ?”

The closing hymn beg n, but Peter was
o tull uf the riddle in Lis wind that the
wusic only troubled him ; and he quietly
stole out of church, and stood aguin on
the steps, fechng somchow shat he  had
been greatly chuuged since he stood there
an hour belure, He kept saying to hime-
selt, ** Arise, and do somebody a tavor

[t i more blesred to give than to receive.”’ |

Tie carringes of the rieh people were
gathering belore the church, wnd waiting
lor the wrvice 1o be over, The sun shone
brightly, but goldly, on the icy strect;
and Poverty Peter looked around, in a
VARUE Way, HaIf hoping that romchody
would appear, some splendid perron, gleam-
ing in the sun, to whom he could render &
tuvor, - Then be thought of the lovely
little girl in the church, I he coull do
something for her! He looked down at
the enrd she hal given him.  lle had
crumpled it up in hir band, wod forgotten
all atout 1it. Now he wmouthed i out
with reverent eare, and afier trying all his
pockets, and finding a hele us big as his
fist in every voe of them-~in fact, you
wight ey, no bottom at all in "any of
them—bhe put it in his cwp, and stopped
the prineipul hole in that with bis head.

Then the people began to come out of
church, and Peter forgot his perplexitics
for & _suoment in watching for the appesr.
un[ of the little gnl. At laess she came
and stood on the uppermost step, like »
beautiful hird, just ren'y to fly, She saw
Peter, 100, and turned tomards him with
¢! @ luveliest smile ; but,alar ! at that very

himeell in the church belure he bud time | insmnt ber foos slipped, nod belure any une

———— e G-

could catch her, she lell down the steps
and ncross the icy sidewalk, and right be-
fore a pair of prancing horses which were
just coming up su-the troat of the church.
People shrieked, and cried ** Look out!”
and ** Oh ! the child!” but nobudy did
anything, ‘xcept Peter.  llis eyes were

.upon ber when she fcll ; he made but one -

jump from where he stood to where she
lay; and in a sccond he had soasched
her unhurt trom before the horses’ hoofe,
and carried ber in his arms to the side-
walk. There she was received by a rym-
pathizsing crowd of ladies. One - said,
* Poor dear ! don’t try to stand up; let
o0 hidd you ! Onesnid, ** What a merey
she wash't killhd—that sky-blue sush is
spoilt ! Nobody noticed Peter at first;
but the little yirl broke away from them
all, and calied out to her lather, who was
but just hurrying out of church, and had
not reen the aceident, but had heard the
outery, ** I am not hurt at all, papa, and
he pulled me out !"

Puverty Peter stood a little apart, still
gaging on the little girl, and s proud, to
think that he bad done something for some-
body, and such a somithing tor such @
somebody !  The gentleman tarned soward
him eagerly, to express his gratitude for
the salvution ol his daughter; but when
ae saw only a slouching, 1agged’ boy, he
seemed to think that fine WUI'KO would be
wasted on him unless something more sub-
stantial went with them ; 8o he put his
band in his pocket and tovk out a bank.
note, with which he approached Peter.
But Peter, vbserving for the first time
whut tlie gentleman intended, felt suddenly
insulted. 1 dwn't shink he hud ever lels
insulted before, wnd he was not very angry
now ; but it secmed a kind of disappointe
ment. Lle was 8o happy and he didn’s
want to be paid, lle drew hiwsell up,
not knowing cxactly what to say, and in
voluntarily he said the very best thiog in
the world or that veeasivn—the sentence
thut was running in his head—* [t is
more blessed to give than to #eceive.”

The g ntlewan etarted; looked at him
again, put the moncy back in his pocket,
anl said, with n swile: ** My hoy, you
hive remewmbered the sermun better than 1,
I wili not offer to pny you; but you have
done me the grente:t service that wny wan
could do, and I thank you with il my
heart.  Will you tavor me by coming to-
morruow worning 0 wy office? It win
that builuing youder, with & marble troat.”

Puverty Peter was w0 ewlarrassd with
shawme and jry together thut he could nos
spenk w word, Lle duasted uceross the
strect, ran inw an wlley wnd s on his
hands in the snow u full minute, flrurish-
ing bis legs in the wir 10 expiess his
hapiiness.  When he resuwed thns  posi-
tion which peuple, for reasons ol convenis
ence, usualy vecupy—nnwely, right side
up—he saw, luying in the enow, the oard

‘whieh he bad put in his eup. You ree, the

lid o! that cap was lowse, Tt was not o
suitable enp to be used w8 a pucket hy a
young man with his heels in the air; wnd
#0 out cume the eurd.  Peter lovked wt is
with new euriosity und gushing gratitude.
Then, taking n suddam resolution, buck he
ran to the ochurch, wnd foumd everyhody
gone, except the sexton, who was shucting
up the dours, and the wminister, who was
cowming down the ateps. The uvunister
notived  his Jook of dwsappointment, and
said, ** What is it that you want?”

“ | want to konow what this is,” said
Poverty Peter.

“That?” said the minister ; * that's a
eard, with a picture o f Charity on it, and
some words frumm the UBible under the
picture.”

** What does it say ?” inquired Peser.

“Ic enys, * It is more hiessed o give
than %0 receive,’'' replied the minister.

“T ats so!" said Peter, with such
startling emphasis that the winister looked
at hiw curiourly, e wua too much inter
ested, however, to wiad being looked at,
“ That's 80,” be repented : ** und il that's
in the Bible, 1’1l bet on the Bible every
time ! Look here ; you said it in thoere;
and | came out amd found it so, the firss
thing. But | tuess 1've got to the end of
my givieg. Don't vee any more chances to
pick presty gifls out of the strects—wasn's
she luvely, thowgh !

The minister had heard of the resoue, and
understood not only what Peter was talk-
ing ahout but how he Flt; and when
Peter ndded, with some heritution, ** You
dou’s know ol anything [ can do for you,
do you 77 he replied, very politely, ** Yoo,
sir, if you will be kind envugh to walk a
little way with me, and carry thisumbrella,
| shall be much obliged to you!" Oh,
that aly wmirister! he only wanted to eas
cournge the boy’s self-rerpect and manlis
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