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For the Christian Messenger.

SOME REASON FOR AFFILIAT.
ING THE ACADIA FRENCH
MISSION WITH THE NOVA

SCOTIA BAPTIST HOME
MISSIONARY UNION,

Our highly estecmed brother, the Hon,
Justice McCully, in tho ChAristion Messen-
ger of the 20th inst., when disoussing the
propricty of adwmitting to the Home Mis-
sionary Uunion, the French Mission, makes
use of the following language :—** But mo
roasous of any kind arve given, and | am
even yet at & loss to know what reasons
could be furnished for such o step” As
for many years I have ‘been a member of
the ‘¢ Acadian French Mission Board," and
am now serving it, as best 1 can as Secre-
tary 1 may be allowed to give, whatap
pears to me, at least, a fow reasens for
affiliating this Mission with other ** Home
Missionary measures.” And

1st. I is emphatically a Home Mission,
According to the Ceneun of Nova Scotia
for 1861 there are in this Proviuce 20,850
Acadian French. This number has eince
largely incrcused.  This people is one
with us in national, political and social in-
tercets.  They have an undying elaim upon
our religious sympathics and efforts.  Our
faith in God and love to Him binds us to
thew in common with all our fellow men,
by strong ties, which we cannot sever, il we
would, aund yot be the faithful followers ol
Christ.  Thoy, wrapped as we find them
in superstition’s night are surely fit subjeots
for wi:sionary efferts, Yes, we are bound
to carry to them the ** word of life," cost

-~ what it may. No worldly policy, having

at its base financial considerations alone,
must guide us, A brighter light—the
worls of Jesus ** What shall it profita man
it he gain the whole world and lose his
life,” wmust shape our policy, and guide us
in our expenditures for the salvation of this
people. The sucecss of past efforts com-
firms our call—=** hitherto the Lord hath
helped ue.” The fact that our Missionary
has now in one district free access to moroe
than ninety families, and wany of them
Romanists, where a fow years ago bhe could
only visit & very fow, and the better fact
that a good number have found a Saviour
precious, ** some of whom have orossed
the floud,” lorbids us to doubt or indulge
in an isolated policy, As the -preaching
of the gospel to these Nova Scotinns is the
work of the Acadian Freuch Mission, |
submit to my brethren East, Central and
West if it is not a Home Mission, and if it
is not worthy of aflilintion with the kin-
dred institutions of this-Feovince,

Qod. The Location of the Acadian
French in Nove Scotia, 18 such that we
cannol, i we wonld, preach the gospel to
them separately, Most of the readers ¢l
the Messenger are aware that there are
many settloments that may be ealled border
neightorhoods, lying between the English
and French distriets, in which the popula-
tion is made up of a part of each, It often
happens, as might naturally be expected,
that these people intermarry, It is not
uncommon in theso places to find the
French talking English and the English
talking French as their vermacular, Very
frequently it may happen that these are
the most hopeful ficlds for evamgelistio la-
bor, In fact, fur this very reason, our
‘“ Acadian Frenoh Mission " has been as
much nn Eaglish as a French Mission, —
Our Missionary has baptiged more English
than French, and our Mission ghurch has
in its membership wore English than
French, This is no fault of ours, We
cannot preach the gospel to a part of
any community, und overlook the spiritual
weltare of the others, Wherein lies the
incongraity of this mission work 1 fail to
000, | once had the privilege of worship-
ing with a small congregation of this mixed
character, and as | heard them speak and
pray in both langunges, it all seemed in
beautful harmony. 1 was happy In wit.
nessing this blessed fruit of our ** Acadian
Freneh Mission. ™

If this in the legitimate labor of this
Mission and this ite frait, hew oan our
esteemeod brother MeCally characterize it
a8 an ** incengrueus element,” and ohject to
amalgamate it with the ordioary ** Homo
Missionary monsurea ?'' Is it becauso, s
Lo says, it is to a poeople of another langu:

,ag¢?  Does not this ohjection apply with
equal force against n mission to the Gaelio
people of the Eanst? But whoever belure
beard it raised? Is not evangelistio la-
bor nmeng the Gaelie peeple, a part of the
N. 8§ Baptist Hlome Missionary Soclety’s
work. 1 it is not it surely ought te be.

¢

amalgamation because ns he says, of its
requiring to bo managed and conducted on
principles, having little or nothing in com-
mon with the general wissionary opera..
tioms of the Socicties and Boards?''  This
I must confess I do not umderstand, - For
fifteen years 1 have been a member of the
Acadia French Mission Beard, I have la-
hored sowme for the advancement of its
work. 1 have thought much about it, and
[ love it dearly, In the same time I have
been engaged fur two years especially in
our Home Mission work among our English
speaking population, and I caunot now see
wherein the principle of action in the one
diffors from the other. That principle that-
finds ita bost desoription in the angelio ex-
pression, ‘ Peace on earth good will to
men,” leads us alike to preach the gospel
to English, Gwlic and French. There is,
80 far as I can see, even little difference in
their modes of operation, not enough surely
to interrupt the hurmony of their efforts,

But our Hon, brother finds un ohjection
in the circumstances that ‘¢ thus far it Iy a
wission, local in its oharacter and ministra-
tions,”  For this very reason the Aocadian
French Mission Board seeks aflilintion with
N.- 8. Faptist Home Missionary Union,
and for this reason the friends of the Union
invite us, The Baptists of the East and
West are nlike interested in this mission,
and ever have been, and it ought not, and
must not be local in its gharacter and minis-
trations, There are more Acadian French
in the East than in the West of Nova
Sootin, as the fullowing table shows, (S.e
L Census of Nowa Scotia, 1861, p.-10),

Counties. No. persons.
,“"“‘(N-dooc-oo Aesass st 733

l)‘\'hycoovoo-.oooocnoocooo000‘“‘3
Yul‘[l ll'h..u......--.-.-...3:)'.".'-

|IVN‘!UHI.--.-..............210{
\\’\l.\”o.ouosoooooollooioc.02“;.)0
“.ll\lu.\..n......n-.-u...o“(l?
U-l)hli.)l‘OI!gll--.... seRRR e, 7()"
Cumberianticeses sesesasene 424
(‘upu ure‘\)u‘ouusolccoooocto 3(2

'r‘)tﬂ'oooooo sensessee s 30830

[t will be seen by the abovo table that in
Digby and Yarmouth together there are but
8370, while in the Eastern Counties there
are 12480, It is the growing desire of the
Board and of the Union Board as well to
bear to al/l these people the presious ** Word
of life."" In this they are in harmony
with all the Baptiets of this Province. The
word of their risen Lord is ** go forward.”

They wseck aflilation that there may be
harmonious and united effort, as there is
now harmony of sentiment—that this
blessed work way speedily become general
‘“ in its oharacter and ministrations,” ‘I'he
isolated polioy forshadowed in the ohjee-
"tions, just quoted must not be allowed to
interfere with this omward wmove, The
situation of this people puts it in our
power to work -separately and at the
sameo time to work successlully, These
reasons | am sure will have weight with
the Baptists of Nova Seotia in deciding the
grave issues of the present hour,

By your permission I will give additional
reasons next week for this step,

J. . SauNpers,
Beaver River, March 28, 1873,
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For the Christian Messonget,

HOME MISSIONS AND HOME MIS.
SIONARY OPERATIONS,

Mr. Editor ,~
Haviag olosed my remarks, and what I

" had to offer on the subject of ** Our Home

Missions," under date of 21st March, I hard-
ly expected to be required so soon tu ask
for further space in your columns in reler-
ence to the same suhject,

The letter of the Corresponding Secre-
tary of the Home Missionary Union (s0
called, and 1 have to guard my writing
thus, lcst [ 400 way be teld hereafter, |
haveadmitted the existence of **the Union")
appearing in the Messenger of the 2nd
inst,, makes this all but fmperative on my
part, in order to prevent serious misappre-
hension,

Inm o spirit of candor 1 should like to
soe reciprocated, by all who, by pen or
otherwise, feel dinposed to discuss the sub-
jeot—on the 15th Aug., 1872—among
other things | remarked :—

** But apart from the point, whother an
agont could be more easily obtained in one
care than in the other, I do not wish it te
be considered, nor am I dis here to
attempt an argument for or agakost the
larger Union, At presemt it should be
oonceded, in all fairness, that so far as
publio sentiment has been evoked, the
result would seem to be fuvorable to Union
on some proper basis," :

Now, very unfairly as 1 think, and very
injudicidusly, the Cor, Secretary of the
Union in his last lotter referring to this—

g
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[s our hon. brother's ohjection to this

imputes=—tame by inverted commas, the
following langungo.

‘“ At present it should be conceded in all
fairmess (leaving eut the words—‘* that so

Jar as public sentiment has been evoked”) the

result would scem to be favorable to Union
on vome proper hasis."

Why, this is singularly unjast is, hecause
ore point and purpose of the letter from
which it is an extract, was to show that,
except by an irregularly constituted Clon-
vention with no adequato representatien
and very qualified recognition of its pro.
ceedinge—the expression of public—~that
is Baptist publio sentiment, had been—and
was almost ni/,  As thoe extract is given,
however, omitting the words in italics and
brackets, it evidently eonveys n meaning
that the writer was piving his own opinion
instead of ¢ the result of public gentiment,
as far as evoked, :

[ hardly remember &ver secing an in-
stance of such a strange method of quota-
tton, The only expression strictly appli-
eable, that occurs to me would be to say it
was terribly garbled. Bat I dislike tho
word ¢ garbled,” at all events ia such a
connection as this, and I prefer to coneider
it n gricvous mistake, or an unfortunite
omission—on the part of the writer,

Bat the Cor, Secretary of the Union
should 1 think be more guarded in his cri-
tiques, in other respects. Becnuse while pro-
fessing to bo willing to listen *‘to the Treasur-
er’' reflerring to the falling off of the ** dollar
w year” membership, [ had suid that ** out-
side the twe Associations, and the Board of
Managers, there is practically no Society—
no dollar-a-year membership''—he feels
himsell warranted in writing and publish.
ing this statement :~~** The Home Mission-
ary Society therelore, according to its
Treasurer's own showing doesnot * practi-
cally ' exist, Let us remember this,”

Agaln, * from his statement we learn,
that the Nova Scotin Baptist Home Mis-
s1onary Society, nominally exists, but really
is defunct.” Thin may seem smart not-
withstanding all the statistics furnished, to
show that ** tho Society was and ix in full
working operation,with increasing revenues
and promising prospects, But, unfortu-
nately for the Cor, Secretary, I have said
nothing of the kind, nothing to warrant
his conclusions. Referring to only one class
of members—¢* the dollar a year subscri-
bers,” I said, as [ now say, that they have
all dropped off, and I am sorry for it, But
when it is known that there are two or
three other qualifications for membership
which are in tull wotion and opération, and
under which the Society not only ** exists,™
and is not ** defunot,” bat vigorously pro-
secutes its vocation, I have no fitting langu.
ago to oxpress my astonishment !

Two Associations, each ontitled to be
represented by one delegato for every £20
contributed ; and overy Bapast Church
comtributing annually (of which if all con-
tributed there are one hundred) entitled,
no matter how small the sum, to one dele-
gate, and for every §20, more than the first
& 20, an additional delegate ; to say nothing
of the lite members, entitled vach to vote;
why, outside ** the dollar a year members,”
o very desirable and whose sympathies |
am angious to re-eplist,—the Suciety so fur
from being extinct, defunct, can probably
count its membership by hundreds at leas:
it not by greater numbers.

I may bo mistaken but [ think all this,
to say the least, is very unduir,

Not only, not having said that ** the
Home Missionary Society does not practi-
onlly exist,” but on the contrary, defending
it and its operations as 1 have been through.
out, I am at a loss to conceive n motive for
ascribing such o statoment to me with its
 let us remember this'' as an appendage
attached, lam apt to think the sooner that
expression ia forgotten instead of boing
held in remombrance the better,

The Cor, Secretary of the Union in this
same last letter, published in the Messenger,
2nd April observes as follows: ““In his
(my) letter of Feb, 10, 1873 the estcomed
Teasurer of the Society scems to igwore its
existenco altogether, leo says :—The rea.
ders of the Messenger need not be told that
at present the Central and Eastern Associ-
atious are an incorperated budy, carrying om
Home Missionary work under a Constitu-
tion adapted to the oceasion.” The text
should have read *‘ are & Body carrying,
on &o ,"" the word ‘“incerporated,” here isa
lapsus penna, too palpable to require ex-
planation, It is about us evident, in fao
a little more wo, than the error whiolh the
Cor. Seoretary fell inte, when aseribing to
me & lettor of Feb, 10th, when 1 had writ-

ten none of that dute. And yet, though
not literally incorporated, those two Awso-
ciations for the promotion of the Howme

Missionary operations are perhaps sub.
stantially wo,

A half column of reatoning, based upon
a mere slip of the pen, im & case like that,
is likely, I apprehend, to argas with many
a paucity of better muterinl for n success.
ful controversy.,

Once more, the Cor, Sceretary referring

| to my lotter of the 12th March says :—

‘“ And agnin we are told, that an attempt
to change the present methods of working,
is but an act’ of spolintion, and the laying
on of vandalic hands.”

Now what was taid was this;

“ True all has not been done, that could
be desired, It were to be wished that the
tens  woro  hundreds, and the hundreds,
thousands—but *¢ if ene lny vandalic hands
upon the edifice—de for it what Titus Vea.
pasian did for Jerusalem-—what guarantee
can be gisen, that any future organization
will accomplish - more favorablo—nay as
favorable or we satisfuctory resalts? That
is the poinmt."’

I sliould very much prefer, if the Cor,
Secretary finds it neccssary to refer to what
[ buve writien that he quote my language
fairly, wnd fally—und then comwment a#
frecly as ho chooses, , But I do most
strenueusly ohject to having sentences re-
constructed, with omissions, materially al-
fecting the meaning, to having statements

put forward in different language to that .

used, and withowt the context, aud adapted
as I think, to wislead and to convey a
meaning never intended by the writer,

So fur as I am individually concerned, 1
am content that every argument should be
adduced that can be marshalled faverably
for & Union of all the Missions, English
and Freuch, that all the light that cun be
shed  upon the subject should be thrownm
upon it pro and ¢on, but there,is no use
in imputing, ** special pleading,” to those
who miy differ from us while practising it
onn's self, and less uso 18 there in trying
to divert attention from the muin issue to
collateral pointa, or in attacking and con-
futing statements never mado,

| am responsible for what I publish, but
the moment the critic chamges the lan-
guage 1 use, or begins drawing conclusions
himself, imputing them to me,ae the results
of his reasoning, 1 very respectiully beg
to decline their pateraity.

[ am, &o, &e.,
¥ J. McCurrr,
Brunswick Place, 2nd April, 1873,
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For the Clristian Messonger,

OUR HOME MISSIONS, REASONN

FOR UNITED EFFORT.

In our lnst letter, we stated some of the
reasons why we believed that our wnited
eflorts in the Home Missionary euterprise
would be superior to our present methods
of working. The first was Zhe general de-
gire for Union. This we considered at
some length, and showed that the desive
was not only general, but intelligent, \We
proceed to consider the second reason,

2. It will bring the denomina’ion more
closely together,

And is not this desirable ? Is there any-
thing npart from an outpouring of the loly
Spirit, thut we need more than the unify.
ing of the denomination? Why is it that,
in some sections of the 'rovince, the Bap-
tist canse is no stronger now than it wae

thirty or forty years ago? Why is it that

in somo places, it is positively wenker than
it was then? Is it nos because of the
party-spirit that has been rifo in the
ohurdPs—the separation—the isolation?
DBrethren havo stood apart, haviag quar-
relled over matters about which even ehil-
drem would blush to dispute, The result has
been injurious to the cause of Christ,
Although the successes of Baptist labocers
have been marvellous and our cause has
been continunlly gathering up erowns of
rejoioing, yet who can estimate the victor.
jes we would have achieved had we stod
united in the shadow of the Cross, streteh.
ing out our hands alter souls to win and
save them? The fact is, as a denomina-
tion, we have been teo much separated.
Woe have lived as units, we have worked in
fragments.  There has beem teo little of
demominational love amd of denomiantiomal
pride. The literaturs of other denomin-
ations teashing the distinctive tenets of
their belief, is in our Sabbath.school and
private libraries, and we, fursooth, enquire
where our ohildren have received such
strange ideas. Our sons and daughters
aro sent to denominntional sehools of other
soots, and by and hy we are surprised be.
oauso they have loft the fuith ot their fathers,
Cap we afford thus to stand apart, and be
forover asserting our independence, while
others aré”/taking possession of the flelds
that we once occupied? Have wo not
come where, as & devomination, we must
range ourselves shoulder to shoulder in an

|

i

|
|
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imu. Lawyers, Doctors, .
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¢ Nake every chureh a IHcme Missionary
unbroken phalanx or else face to the rear?
We are met on all sides by trained and
well.organized bands who will take the
fleld from us unless wo- stand united.
Society,' ory some. So say we, DBut lot
a central organization emhrace and comtrol
all, ¢ Divide the Asseciations, too,”’ is
also recommended. To this we assent.
Local matters can be ns well looked after
by smaller bodies of this kind. Buta Pro-
vineinl jmatter should be dealt with by a
Provineial organization, ** The field is too
large,” ory some, Isitso? There is but
one Baptist Home Missionary Society for
all the United States. This Society covers
the whols ground from Maine to Florida,
from the Atlantio to the Pacific Ocean,
and it is doing wonders for the denomima-
tion, But Nova S-otia is so large as, to,
require three, er more, Home Missionary
societiess  Mirabile dictu 'wonderful to
behold. If confederation i good in politi.
cal affairs, why is it not in rehigious mat-
ters? If the denomination should be
united ** in Foreign Miwions and in Elu-
mtion,"” why not in Home Missions?
[.et us bave the reasons why,

But how will the Union bring the de
nomination together? Pastors and dele-
gates from all parts of the Province will
meet together once w year and become ae-
quainted with each other, And matters

which concern all will be laid before all.

Soparated as we -mow are, how little we
new are, how little we knew of each others
imterests, proeperities and adversities?
And **if it be advisable for the people of
one comgregation to kmow ench other well,
it is just a8 advisable and carries with it
larger benefiss, for the denomination of a
certain region to he well acqaninted. It
cheers the discouraged, holds up the des-

| puiring, to make the family one.” 8o says

anecloquent Baptist writer of Néw England.
e then well and truly adds—¢ \Vo fight
#0 much on our own hook, lead our regi-
ments on here and there with mo support-
ing columns, that an effort for wnification
will give groater aud brighter promise of
final vietory, Our tangential (flying ofl),
proolivities need restraining, and coming
together will do it without any formal reso-
lution, A church about ready to make &
diversion for the devil by going into a
quarrel will heritate if its members have
attended a social Union, and been indirectly

' impressed with the importance of keeping

the Baptist name unspotted.” This writer
seers to think that mere ceming togother

' will tend To unily the denomination, So

it will, it we como together in the right,
Spirit. The last report of the Board of
Managers of the N. S. B. Home Mission-
ary Soeiety is im harmony with this idea,
It says—* New life might be oxpected

\fmm the coming together of the whole

‘rovince, to discuss and pray over the
work of Home Missions, " -

Beside the simple gathering together of
Pastors and dclegates, we think the self
respect wnd denvminational pride which
would bo cultivated hy the Union would
bind us more closely together. We have
faults, it is true, but we have many ex-
cellencies. We are sometimes, called hard
names such as ** taste-shocking and big.
oted Baptists,” but we have no reason to be
ashamed of our numbers or our talents,
We bave among us Presidents and Profes-

Weo way have

! heard of each other but we are not ac-

|

quainted as we ought to be. When we
meet together in the Union to aiscuss
watters that are vory dear to us all, we
shall be in‘piml with self.respect and de-
nominational pride, These will tend to

- produce love to each other. And leve will

bring us together, Ienco ‘* & more intis
mate and effective Union can he acoom.
plished ** by our Soeiety than hy the pre-
sent methods of doing Home Mission work.

A WORD OF EXPLANATION,

We were **nota little surprised™ that
any ol jeotion should be raised to the draft
aot of Incorporation of Hur Union, The
Act does not interfore with the rights or
privileges of any man, woman or ohild
in Nova Sootia or elsewhere. There is not
n lime in the Body of the Bill that seems to
give any offonce exoceps that which allows

of uniting with us when they choose to do
80 by a majority vote ol the same. We
do not wish to bind any man’s conscience
or foroe wny wan aguinst his will, We
desire to do the most good %q the greatest
pumber, We believe this objeet will be
gained by our Union, We are perfeotly
willing however, to leave our cause with
the Baptist publie.

The Preamble of the Bill has been so-
verely eriticised. - Pormit us to say that

the Preamble is in perfeet harmony with

P T
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