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Christian essenger. (Acts i. 3 8), and by Paul (1 Cor. xv. 7). 
4 Then follows the ascension.” This care- 
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The Resurrection. — Matthew xxviii. 1-8 
JES R————— 

_GoLpex Tay. 5s But now ie Christ 
risen from the dead, and become the firet- 
faite of them that slept.” —1 Corinthians 
xv. 20. 

“Suipene 70 Mxxory : Verses 5.7. 

Svvmary.—The empty 

that Christ was risen, 

Anapysis.—1. The disci 

swift messengers, ve. 8. 

Expog1Ti0N.— Connection. —Our last les- 
son called us to look on the erucifision of 

It leit bim hsogiog on the cross, 
dead, and the captain of the Roman soldi- 
ers that executed him confessing him to be 
righteous and a son of Ged. Clase hy re- 
maio the brave, loving, sad women from 
Galilee, who bad followed Jesus to Jeru- 
salem. vs. 55, 56. Then succeeded the 

ing, othe misher's logs. aud the Slo 

Jesus. 

2 we Rieh of Aden © als oF 
Jit (Luke xxiii. 50), and hitherto 
8 secret, timid disciple (Jobn xix. 38) 
mow emboldencd, requests of Pilate the 
Lord’s body, receives it, places it with all 
honor in his own new tomb (compare Luke 
xix. 30), which was in a garden close to 

the place of crucifixion (Jobn xix. 41), 
thus fulfilling the prophecy of lea. liii. 9 ; 
carefully and securely fastens the tomb, 
and leaves it thus. vs. 57-60. Two women 
~—perbaps more than two—more tenderly 
devoted to Christ than the rest, had re- 
mained to see the entowbment, and marked 
well the closing of the sepulchre. we. 61. 
But the Jewish hierarchy, to make sare 
against fraud (no wonder such men sus 
mected fraud), gained leave teal the tomb 

= and goard it with soldiers. ve. 62-66, 
The crucifision bad taken place on Friday, 
the entombment the same evening, and the 
affixing of the seal and setting of the guard 
‘on Saturday, the seventh day of the week 
‘which was the Jewish Sabbath. On 
or Satn.day evening (Luke xxiii. 56 ; Mark 
xvi. 1), the loving female disciples brought 
costly spices to anoint the precious body, 
snd with aching hearts waited for the 
passing away of the Sabbath and the com- 
ing of the first day of the week (our Sun- 

Thue we are brought to day or Sabbath). 
the lesson of to-day. 

General Comments. —1t is impossible to 
study the Scripture assigned for our lesson 
to-day without comparing it with the other 
accounts of the resurrection ! and as this 
is the only lesson on the resurrection, and 
the last advance lesson of the year, it is 
specially necessary to give a somewhat 
complete view of our subjéct. Dr. Robin 

-#op._in_bis “ Harmony of the Gospels,” 
~~ says that in the brief portio# of the Gos- 

resurrection 
there are more difficulties in the way of 
barmoniziog the aceounts than in almost 

The reason is that each 
writer stated ouly such facts as suited bis 
purpose— one selecting some facts and 
another others—and none giving all, or 

. hinting why the omissions occur, or even 
There comes thus to be the 

appearance of ocontradietion where there is 
no real contradiction, sod the aspect of 

carelessness where there is striet accuracy. 
Dr. Bobinson arranges the manifestations 

pels which treat of Christ's 

all the rest. 

that they do. 

of the risen Bavions to Lic dissiples, as 
follows : 

Mark, Luke, Jobn and Paul. 

days afterward, of 

John. 

Cor. xv. 6.) 9. To James, probably | from Mark xvi. 7, thet the avgel reminded | 
Cor. 

sepulchre and 
angels from heaven dt the disciples 

ples’ visit. vs. 
1. II. The tomb opened. ve. 24. 111. 
The angel's testimony. vo. 5.7. IV. The 

“1. To the women returning 
from the sopulchre, roported only by 
Matghew. 2. To Mary Magdalene, a the 

chre, by John and Mark. 3. Te 
Peter, perhaps early in the afternoon, by 
Luke and Paul. 4. To the two disciples 
going to KEmmaue, towards cvening, by 
Loke and Mark. 5. To the apostles (ex- 
cept Thomas), assembled et esening, by 

These fise 
appearances all took place at or near Jeru- 

~ salem, upon the first day of the week, the 
same day on which the Lord arose. 6 To 
the apostles, Thomas being prescut, eight 

Jobn. 7. To some of the apostles, on the 
shore of the Lake of Tiberiss, only by 

8. To the eleven apusties snd to 

detail of arrangement right or not, will 
greatly aid the student in gaining a com. 
plete view of the closing period of Christ's 
earthly history. 

Verse 1.—In the od of the Sabbath. 

That is, of the seventh day of the week. 
Reckoning from sunrise -to sunrise. Mark 
xvi. 2. Began to dawn. Mark xvi. 2, 

** at the rising of the sun.” The fi-st day 
of the week. Oar Sunday. -It appears 
thus that our Lord was in the tomb but a 
very small fraction of this day, as he was 

during only a fraction of Friday—** in all 
pot fur Irom thirty-six bours "’—jyet he was 
to be there ** three days and three nights.” 
But he was also to rise ** on the third day.” 

Matt. xxvii. 63, ete. Dr. Robinson says 

that ¢* the Hebrew lorm, three days and 
three nights, was used indefinitely for three 

days " when only parts respectively of the 
first and of the third day were included. 

So also a week was called eight days. John 

xx. 26. The German language has the 
same idiom. The oceurrence of the resur- 
rection ou this morning is the fundamental 

reason for the exchange of the first for the 

seventh day as the Christian Sabbath. The 
practice of the apostles, and of the early 

Christians under their gui lance, in observ- 
ing the first day as a day of worship, is 

1 2be further » wmson for cur observance of it. 
‘Mary Magd lene and the other Mary. 

(Chap. xxvii. 56.) Mark adds Salome, 
John owits ** the other Mary,” and Luke 

»peaks as though there were quite a com- 

pavy (chap. xiii, 55). The carliness of 
the hour, not less than the nature of the 

deed. shows the ardor of their affection, 
the depth of their love. To see the s-pul- 
chre, also to anvint the body. 

Verse 2.— And behold. A word of wonder, 

There was a great earthquake. Orshock, not 
necessarily an earthquake, in the technical 
sense of the word. The Greek word does 
not require such a view. (John xx. 2) 
Mark xvi. 3. For the 'yngel, etc. Given 

as the reason, or rather the cause of the 
earthquake. Rolled back the stone, and 
sat upon it. Mark speaks of ove, not 
necessarily implying that there was only 
one, as sitting within ; and Luke of {wv as 
* standing by,”’ or, rather, as it should 
be translated, as appearing £) (chap xxiv. 
4) them. The angels took the protoundest 
interest in Christ and in bis work. 

Verse 3.— His countenance. More ex- 
actly, his appearance; yet obviously the 
appearance of his countenance is intended, 
Like lightning. As to b .ghtness—its 
vivid, powerful, dazzling light. Dan. x. 6 ; 
Rev. i. 14-16. Raiment white as snow. 
lo the passages just cited, aleo Rev, iii. 
4, 5; vii. 4. ete, 

Verse 4.— For fear of him. Not neces- 
sarily thevesult or proof of any special 
guilt, The keepers. Or guard of Roman 
soldiers. Chap. xxvii. 65,606. Did shake 
So great was their alarm. Became as dead 
men. Tbe extreme of terror, 

Verse 5 — The angel answered unto the 
women. Ie had nothing to say to the 
guird—had no message from heaven for 
them—baut for those faithful women he 
bad. Fear not ye. The Greek shows that 
“ye” is bere emphatic, and this emphasis 
contrasts the women with the guard, 
Taxy fear, and well they may ; but fear 
pot Ys. For I know that ye seh Jesus 
which was . crucified. A hint, perhaps, 
for their anxious, wondering hope of re- 
surrection. For, if the Jews did not for- 
get the promises of resurrection on the 
third day, we may be sure thése women 
did not. 

Verse 6 —FHe is not here, he is risen, 
Here, as at the birth, angels first proclaim 
to men * the good news” —the Gospel, 
As he said. Thus calling attention to the 
foundation of their previous bope. Come, 
Aud #0 saying, be doubtless, with the 
courtesy of the celestial world, led the wa 
to the vacant but ever sacred place. See 
the place were the Lord lay. Adding this 
to the evidence of bis own testimony, and 
of the Lord's promise. Mark xvi. 5. 

Verse 7.— Go quickly, and tell his dis. 
ciples. Mark adds phat the angel wen- 
tioned Peter ty name as one to whom 
were to go. Chap. xvi 7. He must have 
been extremely depressed and distressed 
because of the memory of bis unfaithful, 
nees in denying Christ. Behold, he goeth 
before you into Galilee. This was aficr 
ward dove, nccording to this promise. ve. 
1620; 1 Qor. xv. 6. Lo I [the angel] 
have told you. That is, now you bave my 
word ds you also bave bis. For it deems, 

them that Christ bad told them. 
Verse B.—And they departed quickly mediately bafore the ssccasion, by Luke from the seuichre, _ Litraly + wen on 

from it,” as baving boss. in- TR and not 
simply at it, mccording to Mark xvi. 5. 
With fear and great joy. "* Fear ™ at the 
presence of the angel, ** joy *' at.the fact 
of the resurrection. And did run to bring 
his disciples word. As did Peter and John, 
after getting the word, to see the empty 

tomb—the proof of the resurrection. 

QursTions.— The rubject of the last les- 
son? What events are recorded in Matt 
xxvii. 55, 667 

Vs. 1, What day of the week is here 
meant by the Sabbath? Why is not the 
“Christian Sabbath the same day? When 
was the end of the Sabbath? Mark xvi. 2. 
Who besides these two women came? Luke 
xxiii. 55, 66; Mark xvi. 1. Why did 
they come ? Luke xsiv, 1. 

Vs. 2. What had hap to the stone 
that closed the tomb? Was this before the 
women arrifed ? Mark xvi. 3. Does Mat- 
thew seem to teach that the women ssw the 
angel on the stone? What does Mark 
say? Chap. xvi 5. What ie Luke's ac. 
count? Chap. xxiv. 4. Can you see how 
the three statements agree? 

Vs. 3. What was the appearance of the 
angel? OF what are fire and whiteness 
the symbols ? Rev. i. 4. 

Vs. 4. What waa the effect on the keep. 
ers of the tomb, or the Roman guard? 
How did their fear differ from that of the 
women ? Why chould they have feared ? 

Vs. 5. What did the angel firet may to 
the women? Why had the women less 
reacon (0 fear than the soldiers ? 

Va. 6. What did the angel say farther? 
Why were the women asked to come sod 
see the sepulehre 7 ~*~ 

Vs. 7, 8. What were they to do vest? 
Why the haste? What ise added ? 
What did they do? hy their fear? 
Their joy? What lesson in- this for us? 
Why weso mach im nee attached to 
the doetrine of Christ's resurrection ? 1 Cor. 
xv. 12.23. 

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher, 
Scripture Catechism, 158. 
Sunoay, December 28th.—Review, or 

Concert. 

Houths’ Department. 
HYMN FOR A LITTLE CHILD. 

God make my life a little light, 
Within the world to glow 

A little lame that barneth bright, 
Whereper 1 may go. 

God make my life a little flower, 
That giveth joy to all, 

Content to bloom in native bower, 
Although its place be small. 

God make my-life a tittle song, 
That ptr 1s: 4 the ead ; 

That belpeth others to be st 
And Bakes the singer glad. 

God make my life a little staff, 

That so what health and strength I bave 
May serve my neighbor bess. 

God make my life a little hymn 
Of tenderness and praiee ; 

Of faith, that never waxeth dim, 
In all His wondrous ways. 

— Gued Words. 

THE TRANSPLANTED LILY. 

Donald, the gardener, was transplanting 
lilies. They bad grown so thick in their 
bed that the delicate spray of pure white 
blossoms could bardly be seen amid the 
broad green leaves. So the gardener had 

shaded place, such as the modest lilies of 
the valley love the best, and now be was 
carefully taking a part of them to their 
pew bome. 

Little May was watohing him With great 
interest, and fullowing him from one place 
to another, io her sweet, lapleg way, of 
this and that, 
“ Why do you move the sweet lilies, 

Donald 7’ asked she. 
* That they may grow better,” answered 

the gardener ; and as be looked down at 
tbe little girl to soewer ber, she saw that 
the tears were in bis eyes. 
* What wakes you cry, Donald 7” asked 

y | she; ** is the sun wn your eyes 7" 

* No, dear,” said be. ** | was thinking 
of & sweet lily of mine that wae trans 

planted long ago.” 
* Was it put in s better place 7" asked 

“0, yes,” answered the gardener, + a 
they | far better place. It was carried to » gar- 

where the fierce sun would never wither it; 

its tender form ; Lane rdpay, 
hurt or destroy it, could enter within the 

gales.” | 
+ How pico!" aid little May; “ bow 

Whereon the weak may rest, 1 

made a new bed for thew in a cool, half. | 

_ MESSENGER. 
“ASEM. A AIT TSA) Al ANI Gy MSDS be IIR a URES LT 

+ Because, “my Bsthe sent andl Be, “| 
miss my sweet lily 80 wuch—my home is 
sad and desolate without it.” 

~** But shall you not see it again some 
time 7” asked little May. 
“If it pleases God,” said the abies; 

reverently baring his head, and looking up, 
* My lil blooming for me in heaven.” 
for be. ) 

STAND FAST. 

It is a bard thing or a boy or a young 
‘man to hold steadily oo the right way 
when all around bim are going in the 
other. It may seem to be uscless, except 
ds a trial of his own principles, for him 

to stand fast in the hour of témptation ; 
| but a silent’influencé goes out frem. such 
an example more powerful than that of 
many sermons, 
A young man- in the army used often to 

be urged to drink, but always answered 

** No,” firmly yet civilly. This irritated 
some and provoked others to ridicule, and 
once he was asked to give a reason for such 
** unsoldierly conduct.” 

‘ Because I promised my father and 
mother that I would never taste a drop of 
liquor,” he answered. Alter this they re- 
doubled their attack, striving by all their 
arts to induce him to break his resolutions; 
but in vain. The persecution be endured 
was most trying, but be bad his reward. 
Ooe by one his messmates began quietly to 
follow his example. - Oaths were not so 
common, cards were thrown aside, and at 

least balf of then seemed wholly changed 
in their outward deportment. Many no 
doubt were well-trained youths at home, 
who had been led astray by evil exampl: ; 
and now this consistent Christian example 
bad awakened and led them back. 

Every time you stand firm in ‘the midst 

of temptation, you do good to others as 
well as yoursell, Every time you yield to 
what you know is wrong, you do a great 
evil to those who eptice you to sin. Even 
‘“ a child is known by his doings, whether 
his work be pure, and —— it be 
right.” 

Even a child ean exert an influence that 
may result in the saving of a precious life 
and soul from ruin.— Yowh's Temperaace 
Banner, 
et 

“OUR GOD HEARS PRAYER.” 

A lawyer of New York, » faithfil Sub- 
bath School worker, publishes an article 
in the Sunday School Times, under the 
title of. Our God Hears Prayer, - Me bad 

charge of a class of young ladies, ten of 
whom were unconverted. In entering upon 
bis work the teacher placed upon his soul 
the burden of these young hearts. The 
conditions of Christ in reference to believ- 
ing prayer, recorded in Mark xi. 22 24, he 
embraced as his foundation for sapplica- 
tion. His prayers were constant, his per- 
sonal efforts were prudent and gentle. 
The belicving members of his class becawne 
through his earnest entreat'es his ecficient 
sssiviants, The bles-ing fell upon that 
cine of young ladies. Bix of the ten were 
transformed into their Baviour’s image, and 
barmonized with each other, 

THE “THY-WILL-BE-DONE » 
sPiRT, 

Susie wanted to join a picnic; she want. 
ed to go very much indeed. Her mother 
koew it. Bhe wae sorry nos to let her go ; 
but there were good reasons why Susie 
should stay away, Susie usked her moth. 
er; and her mother. said : * 

“ No, Sasie, you cannot go.” 
Mrs Barnes expccted to sce a sorrowful 

disappointment in her danghter's face ; in- 
stead of which she bounded uway, singing 
merrily as she went, 4 =: , 
“I was airaid of seeing you grievously 

disappointed.” said her mother, twuch re. 
lieved by her daughter's behavior. % 
“1 bave got the * Thy-will.he.done’ 

spirit io my beart, dear wother,” said the 
child, sweetly. It is a spirit which would 
wipe away many a tear. : 

I  —— 

PLEASE SAY, AMEN, 

Every little girl is not advised to fllow 

when a dreary speaker, making sowe long 
and tiresowe remarks in a Sunday School, 
inquired, ** What shull I say west?” but 
that speaker and all others like him are 

11 Deitel & 

the exawple of that Joung innocent who 
answered out loud, ** Please sey amen,” 

J vind to datopt ov biut S50 Sms 

"THE BOY ORGANIST, 
Mozart's first experience of a large organ 

was in the monastery of a little town on 
the banks of the Danube. He was then 
only six years old. and in company with 
his father, had left his house in Saltzburg, 
and started upon a lopg course of travel, 
All day long they had been sailing down 
that majestie river, past crumbling ruins, 
frowning castles, eloisters hidden away 
among the erage, towering cliffs, quiet 
villages nestled in sunny valleys, and here\ 
and there a deep gorge that opened back 
from the gliding river, its hollow distance 
blue with fathowlcss shadows, and its lone- 

like some dim and vast cathedral. 
The company of monks with whom they 

had been traveling that day were at sup- 
per in the refectory of the cluister, when 
father Mozart took Wolfgang nto the 
chapel to see tho organ. 

Apd, now, as the boy gazed with some- 
thing of awe upon the great instrument, 
looming up in ghe shadows of the great, 
empty church, bis face lit up with serene 
catisfaction, and every motion and attitude 
of the lieele figure expressed a wondering 
reverence. What tones must even now be 
slomberiog in those mighty pipes —tones 
which, if once awakened, could give ut- 
terance to all that voiceless beauty whieh 
the day's scenes had showed him—Tife and 
death, present and past ; the peaceful river 
and the deserted ruin; the sunshine un- 
failing snd the unfailing shadow at ite 
side. 

v Father,” said the boy, ** explain to 
we those pedals at the orguo’s feet, and les 
we play.” 

Well pleased, the father complied. Then 
Wolfgang pushed aside the stool, and 
wheo futher Mozirt had Glled the great 
bellows, the elfin organist stood upon the 

never needed to bave their management 
explaioed. 
How the deep tones work the somber 

stillness of the old .church! The organ 
seemed some great uncouth creature, roar- 

| ing or ve oy at dh cee of th mar: 
velous child. 

The monks, “eating their supper in the 
refectory, heard the tines and dropped 
knile and fork in astovishmens. The 
organist of the brotherhood wits 
them ; but never bad he played with such 
power and freedom. They listened ; some 
grew pale ; others crossed them-elves ; sill 
the prior rose up, sungguoned sll his cour 
age, and bastened into the chapel. The 
others followed, but when they looked up 
into the organ-lofs, lo! there was no form 
of uny organist to be seen, though the deep 
tones still massed themselves in new hLar- 
monies, and made the swoe arches thrill 
with their power. * It is the devil him. 
sclt,” cried the first one of wonke, drawing 
closer to one vf bis cow panivns, and giving 
a scared look over his shoulder into she 
darkness of the aisle. 

“Ibis & wiracle |” maid another. But 
when the oldest of their number mounted 
the stairs to the organ front, he stood pet. 
rified with amazment, 
There stood the tiny Spur, treading 

from pedal tw pedal, and at the same time 
clutching the keys above with his little 
bands, gathering handiule of those” won- 
derful chords as if they were violets, and 
flinging them out into the solewin gloom 
behind him. Be heard nothing, saw noth- 
ing, besides ; Lis eyes beamed like stars, 
aud his whole fuce lighted with iw passion- 
ed joy. snd fuller ruse the har- 
monies, streaming forth in swelling bik 
lows, till at lusgthey scemed to reach » 

-sunay shore, on which they broke ; and 
then Be apm, ripple of faintest melody 
lingvred a mbwent in the air, like the last 
wurmur of a wind harp, and all wae still, 
A — an p—— 

Tue EMPIRE ON WHICH THE SUN NEVER 
sks. — I'he L:dund of New Guinea bas been 
taken possession of in the name of the 
Queen, I'he possession of this island, one 
ol the largest in the world, with 
every variety of mineral and v 

linesn and stillness stirring the boy’s heart 

pedals, and trod tuem as though he had 

egetable pro- 
ducts, oceupied by three diatinet races of 
men, numbering sever.) willions, in 
in every direction by navigable rivers, and 
having every gradation of cliwate, is of 
more than ordinary importance, as it wire 
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