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Il ALIFAX, X'S,, SEFTEMBER 10. 1873. |

TEIE TEACHER. |

' forward to the coming great One who was
| to belp and save
' x). 7 : exviit, 26 ; Mal. iii.

BIELE LESSONS FOR 1873.

INTERNATIONAL SERIES. ;
SuNDAY, September 14th. 1
Jesus and John.—Matt. xi. 1-11. |

GorLpeN Texr.—* Ye sent unto Jolin, |
and he bare witness unto the trath. .

He was a burning and a shibing light.”
Jobn v. 33, 35.

CouymiT 10 MEMORY : Verses 2 6,

Svuyary.— Both Christ's words and
works prove him to be the world’s Redeem- |
er, and the glory of his servauts is their |
service. .

|

AxarLysis — 1. Introductory narrative.
1. 2. 1l. John's message. vs. 8. 1ll1.
Christ’s answer. vs, 4-6. 1V, His defence
of Juhn. vs. 7-11. "

Exvosition.— Introductory.— Chapter x,
is wholly occupied with Christ’s instruet-
ions to the twelve, given at tie time of
their “special 'é(si-,:x.:-.tit.:n to the apostolic
office. That appointment was ¥aid, in the
laet lesson, to mark the begirnirg of a new
stage of his work ard sell-manifestation.
We shall have disclosed w us from the
beginning of this eleventh chapter,
and more clearly, t

more !
he results of this man.
ifestation upon different classes of people,
both those of-the kingdom and those with-
in it ; the ubnfavourable and the favourable
results.  Of the former we have the account

* in chapters xi-xiii ; of thelatter in chagters

XiV-XVii.

Verse 1.—And it come to pass. This
phrase often recurs, and is used to intro-
duce: the statement of some fact not vu‘j
closely connected with the preceding narra-
tive. . Matthéw here turns from the topie
of the tenth chapter to a new topie. There
he gave instraction to the heralds that are

within the kingdom ; bcrc Le receives and '

; tlun 1o his name.

| the expected Oue.

| the ceotre of the- world's history.

| is for us the coming One, for “he-is to| 5 . o ythe Cbrist? John i. 29-34. Why

' just euch troubles that he «most readily |

Jobn givicg his mes-age, asking his qu.es- |
Art thou he that should

Christ was
From mwan’s fall in |
Eden, the eyes of theruce hud been directed

come, or look we for another?

Such’ passages as Pealm
1, may have
served to fix upon him more definitely the
title of the Coming Oue.

The Cross is at
Before
its erection all eyes were, oOr should have
been, turred forward toward it. Since its |
or should be, turned ‘
And yet . etill Christ

erection all eyes are,
backward toward it.

‘s appear & sccond time without sin unto |
salvation.”

Verse 4.— Go and show John.
no rebuke.

He gives
It would have been most un-

like our Lord, quite imposeible for him to |

megs John, or any other goul, in such a
than with words of |
loving belp, and helping love. It

trouble, otherwise

e g
18 to

Those
Nothing
other in kind than John already knew
about ; for he knew, by report, that such
works were done , but the old facts were
to cowe and méet him in a new way, fresh,
atd on the testimony of his own friends,
and with a werd of kind cheer, right from
the Lord’s lips and heart.

sends cr brings the kind relief.
things which ye do see and hear,

Verse 5 —'These words would npaturally |
be recognized not only as a description of |
the events, but as the words of 1 “aiah, in |
describing the works of Messiah ;‘uud,
hence, as the rigne and proof of his mani-
festatiohs. lea. xxxv. 5 ; Ixi. 1. The pa-
ture of Christ’s works, and the faet that
jue’t' these were predicted as dietinctively |
his works, both together, formed the argu. |
ment,

- Not only Christ’s power, but his
goodness, is shown in these miracles. The
Gospel wae preached to the poor, but not |
to them alone. :

Verse 6.— Blessed is he, ete. ; intended |
to meet John's state of mind, and to nct.

| Xiv,

' here of the word *¢ offended’

- Was John euch?

. observed it, an< it became

erally would know more of Chrlst.s rela-

tion %0 the life of the soul and of the nature
' of his work. So it was, so it is.

Questions.—The eutycu of the last les-
son ?

Vs. 1. Ex;lam the phrase, ‘‘and it
came to-pass ?”’ Chap. x. 2. Whence dic
Curist depart,? What cities are meéant?
The difference between ** teaching *’ and
“ preaching™ Did he do anything else?
Vs. 5.

Vs. 2. Why was John in prison? Chap.
3,4. Where? Were all John's dis-
ciples Christ’s disciples ?

Vs. 3. Who was meant b
“ he that should come ’?
called? Pealm x1. 7

the words,
\Vhy thus
Did John know that

then should heé send such a message?

Vs. 4 6. What reply did Jesus make?

lead Isaiah xxxv. 5; Ixi. 1. " Did John
pruh.lhly know of Christ's. miracles and
preaching ?. What would be the effect on
him of this report? What is the meaning
See Matt.
v. 20, 30. What blessing ‘to one not
offended in Christ ?

Vs. 7-10. What kind of a man would
be like ¢ a reed shaken with the wind **?
Why this and the next
question? = Wherein was John mcre than

' a prophet ?

Vs. 11. How is the least in the kmbdom
ot heaven greater than John ?

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher,
Scripture Catechism, 140, 141,

Suxpay, September 21st.—The gracious
Call.—Matt. xi. 25-30.

Mouths' Department,

MISS PLUMTREE’S MAGIC
LANTERN.

There certainly was somcthing very
peculiar about Miss Plumtree ; every one

more an | more
striking as the time went on. It was not
that you could not tell what she may do or

' say under painful circumstances — that |
' would have left bher very commonplaee in-

deed. The very peculiarity was that at
those times you might be sure of her always

answers the message of the special herald | at once as a gentle warning, and a kind | doing and saying the very same thing.

who prepared the way for the coming of |
the kingdom. Had made an end of com- |
manding, a8 in chap. x. We have also to |
supply the thought that the twelve had |
dispersed, probably two by two, on their
assigned work. Then- Christ deparled%
thence, from the place where he had com- |
missioned the twelve ;

did not remain at !
his ease, or wrap hiwself 1n a mystery of |
secrecy, but went out hither and thither
among the people, linking himeelf to them, |
secking them. 7o teach and to preach.—
Not to the exclusion ¢f doing “u.i;lny‘
works,”" Luke vii. “To or Jhe
ald, was the autboritative announcement of

wis Lo instruct the
people as to the nature of the messuge and

its bearing upon their interests and dutics
Their cities

the :xl,«.sth-a'

cach,”

2 luessage ; ** to lt:u;h,.'

Whoese cities? Sume ruy
; 1. ., either where they were |
born, ur where they had lived, or where
they had now gone 1o preach and work
mwiracles, May it not be rather the pcu-‘
the cities of thore to
preached ?

ple’s, whom he |
He did not go to mountains, |
or country places, and wait for the peogle |
to come out to bim, bat he wet thewm in |
their chiel centres, just as his upostles
were 1o do, just as his ministers now are
to do—going te find thew, not waiting for |
them, to find him.

Verse 2.—In the prison. Where Herod
Antipas had wickedly put him.

19, 20. This prison was * the
Machaerus, a furtrcau e\eastern shore
ul the Dead Sea.” lle scems not to have
béen kept in complete i ul on, . His dis- |
ciples were allowed to vne it* him and com- |
fort him, to bring tidings of Jesus Christ,
and, in this case, to bear & message from
John to him. Jubt'[;hus (Antiq , Book |
XVIIL 5, 2) eays that John was put into |
this fortress by Herod, beeause Herod |
fearcd that with Lis power over the people |
be might raise a rebellion, The [rmhgtal
given Jubn uccord better with the Beripture |
account of the reason. The works of |
Christ. Not merely his miracles, but, in |
general, his doings, his whole course.
There was much in this course that was |
perplexing not only to John the Baptist, |
but even till after the resurrection, to |
those who were Christ’s constant attendants, |
and, indeed, to his chosen apostles, Aud'a
erpecially perplexing to Jobn would be
Chirist’s free and familiar intercourse with
all classes, 80 contrary of Jobn's habits.
ve. 16-19. His disciplés. For not till |
long after this did the disciples of John
understand that Jesus and John were. not
two masters, but that Jesus alobe was |

Luke iii.
castle of |

|
|
|

Master, and John only his servant md‘
" their fellow-servant.

Acts xix. J, 4.

r- | of whom probably, when Johin was preach- | dreary shadow, than Miss Pluwmtree im-

. | recdsthet Erow on tte banks of Jordan ?

1 and that by the breath of popular  senti-

'i like thew inspired, he also stood in such a

'uugumlmg his rite of baptism, pointing

Verse 3, — 8aid unto him. Brethng for | power; and the body of Christians gen-

encouragement. It intimates that he is |

| not blessed, but the opposite, who is o |

offended as to break company with Clrist, |
reject his Gospel, and disown his cuuxsc.r

+ Our word scandal is trom the Greek word |

here translated offended. Hence the word |

|+ scandal,” by its derivation, wmeans some- ]

thing put in the path of another to make |

Verse7.— As they departed. lmmediate-

1y, What went ye out into the wilderness

to see? Addressed to the multitude, most |

ing, bad gone out to Lear Lim, Chap. xiii,
B & the wind. This
does pot mean, Was it unly to see the

3
reed shakem with :
i
l

but rather, Was it to sce

a man of weak |
and changeable spirit, swayed this way |

went? Onpe of the clief elements in John's

power, was his grand, iron inflexibitity.

Thus would ChLrist tay : This message does

not betoken fick'eness, of wind, as it may
at first rccn to do.

Verse 8 — A man clothed in soft yaiment ?
Perbape you think Jobn cannot endure the
rough lot which Las belallen him, that he
grows impatient of Lis imprisonment, that

fur this rceeon Le sends to me. Is that

like the John whom you went out to see
and to Lear? Do you rcmewber his diress,
and Lis r-l)lc ol ll\bl.g 4 (flmln. iii. 4, Oh,
no; Jubn was no euch child of fashion,
and son of euse, that & little trial of prison-
life would break bim down.
too absurd.

Verses Y

That view 18

y 10.— A prophet? Was he then
rcally a prophet?  No wonder - those Jews
wore perplexed, and began to doubt whether
Joln really was a proplet, It was im.
portant fur the sake of John, of Christ,

| and of the cause, that there should be no
doubt as to John's prophetic character;

| and #0 Christ soys, with- all poesible em-

phasis, that he was a prophet, and more
than a prophet. ** More,” becaure while
close personal connection with Chriet,
- Joined with bim, baptizing him, and io-

bim out, raising vp for him dmuplc
‘¢ preparing . his \nuy.” ‘“‘a messenger '’
sent immediately before him, having thus
the place of chiet honor. .

Verse 11.—Thus, in his official character,
there has never been a greater than John,
no prophet above him, none his equal.
And he that is least, or rather * less,” in
sthe kingdom of heaven, is greater than he.
After the death and returrection of Christ,
the Holy Spirit would come with new

\ Miss Plumtree was one of those gentle souls
in whom the lookers-on can diseern no need

- of discipline, and yet to whom afiliction

mysteriously takcs the form of a trip-ham-
mer, sure to fall at regular intervals and |
with relentless weight,
Miss Plumtree,

Or perhaps, to
it came rather like gome

| grim guardian of the night, partrolling at

' bim_fall down, and thus come into. hie ' stated intervals with toe stern flat, ¢

| coemy's power, ’

Lights
out !” and throwing all her peaceful ar-
rangements into eudden eclipse. But no
sooner did some new gricl or some fresh
reverse swoop all ber former joys under its

mediately produced . from under her meck
little heart a sort of pyschological magie
lantern, illuminated it with one of the
' most beautiful of swmiles, and suddenly a

| view of something new and delightful; that

nobody else had ever thought of, was
thrown upon the great darkncss, brilliant
and magnified manifold.

It was one of those illuminating swmiles
enough to make a rainhow ‘of the tear ghe
wus wiping at the moment, that she turned
upon the friends who lelt her on the thres-
hold ®f her echoing. house, after the last
sad ceremonies had been rendercd to the
lust remaining member of her family,

* I'm sure | don’t know what [ ever
should have done,’ she said, * if it had not
been for the old house falling to my lot.
So kindly ordered! I don’t know haw |
could have boine it to go anywhere else !

And with this qui:t transfer of her af-

fectiong, Miss Plumtree set herself briskly

about the care of this new object, until she
scemed to make itshine brighter and brigh-
ter every day. She could not lack for oe-
cupation with all the cares that come where
there is no man about the house : and as
for loneliness, there was no chance for that,
while there wgre so many poor in the vil-
lage, and so many neighbors going away
and wanting to leave the clildren a few
days, and distant relatives needing a home
o linde while. 8o Miss Plumtree’s days,
glided swiltly and bappily by —very hap
pily she thought—and she used to have a
little season of thinking about it every even-
ing, us the twilight gathered, sitting alone
in her own room, with her face pressed
close agaiost the window that looked out
upon the lawn. Sowme maiden sisters, left
with such store of silver and household valu-

| gone and there was no answer.

ables as Miss Plumtree, would Lave shrunk-

with horror from a room with a door open-
g directly upon the gladiolus bed ; bat
it was beautiful to Miss Plumtree, since an
accident she had met with a few years be-
fore, thouglh it had left her as good as new
in all other respects, bhad made going up
and down stairs & troublesome affuir.

‘1 dou’t know what | ever should have

done if it badn’t been for this room lying
Just so0,’ she said one evening,as the twi-
light hour came and she drew her little
armchair to the window and took her
geat ; and then from thinking about the
room she fell into a reverie, until as the
gladiolus bed grew more and more indis-
tinct. outside, the ghosts of times and
things that had been stepped slowly out
of- the twilight of the past, and ranged
themselves oue by one before her. How
happy they bad all been together in those
daye gove by ! And then' when her moth.
er was taken away how the rest clung
together, she and her father and Will !
How proud she was of Will, and how sat-
isfied that the will left everything to him,
with the understanding that he was always
to take care of her, as her father had.
And then Will began to go wromg—dread-
fully wrong— the neighbors said, and when
her father threatened to disinherit-him, he
got secret poseession of the will and ran
away. She did not know what she should
have done then, if it had not been for
her father. So kindly ordered that they
were left to each othcr' There might
have been one more, one handsomer and
dearer even than Will, but her father, so
kind to ber and o hard to:others, had
driven him away too ; had believed some-
thing false of him, and sworn that never so
long as he lived, should he see his daugh-

ter's face with hisconsent. S0 he had gone
4

| away too, not like Will in a passion, but
| sorrowful enough and Miss Plumtree did not

suppose he would ever come back. And even
her father was taken, but she had the home
with plenty of means to keep it up, and
Cousin Gertrude spending the winter with
her—that had all been arranged (e¢xcept
Coutin Gertrude) by the new will made
after poor Will ran away —and she
thought—very likely by next sumwer.
Hark ! What foot fall was that on.the
dry grass; and what form moving stealthi-
ly over the lawn in~the starlight ?

Mies Plumtree pressed her face closer to
the pane—the figure passed out of sight,
then turned and came slowly down the path
again. She sprang to the door and opened
it. 3

¢ Will ! Dear Will"" Bat the figure was
In another
moment she had mounted the stairs with-
out thinking whether they were long or
not, and ttood in the passage-way that di-
vided Cousin Gertrude's room from the
spare chawber, with a pair of the best linen
sheets in her hand.
trude

¢ Dear Cousin Ger-
,) she exclaimed, as well as she could
with the great bumping at her heart,
¢ Will has come howe ! Don’t tell me |
am mistaken! 1 should know him if |
only saw his shadow! He would not ¢ome
when | called him, but that was only one
of his odd wags. S, I am just going to
get bis room ready, without saying any-
thing to the servants, for 1 know he'll be
coming pretty soon, to say he forgives me
for.everything, and will let me share with
him just as if nothing bad happened,’ and
Miss Plumtree .dia.s”mf?ml into the spare
room. Ina few wowents she was back
again to say that Cousin Gertrude was to
go to slecp without winding her, for she
should sit up awhile to listen for Will,

¢ | do feel a little nervous though,’ she
added, lighting up into one of her smiles,
‘1 don’t know what I shouid do, if you
weren't spending a little time with me,
Gertrade.’

-Miss Plumtree listened in vain; no
knock was heard at the door, nor another
rustling of the grass outside the window.
But the next day all the town was astir
with news. . Will Plumtree had come

back, with the old will in his posscssion,

and was tryififfto prove a flaw in the se-
¢end, and cject his sister from the Plum-
tree estate. Unfortunately it is easier to
prove evil than good, and Miss Plumtree
was very soon informed that she had one
month’s grace in which to resign all elaims
and vacate the ancestral halls, At the
end of that tilﬁc. the Iriends who had ac-
companied her home on the day of the
funeral wended their way to a little cot-
tage which had come to Miss Plumtree
from her mother’s side, to sce where she
had taken refuge, and how she had sur-
vived the storm, But she bad got out her
lanteérn in advance of them, and illuminated
every-thing until they hardly recognized
the situation.

There she stood, in tlse middle of the
little ‘bare flyor, with the irradiating smile
on her face, the two silver candlesticks and
the oval mirror, that had been her moth.
er's, shining, the stove and the window
Miss Plumtree’s shining, and canary sing-
ing werrily in its cage,

‘I'm sure | don't know what | ever
should have done,’ she said, * if it hadn't

been for the cottage ! So kmdly ordcrcd P

No longer encumbered with servants or -

relations, Miss Plumtree managed to live

delightfully in her new quarters, and never
admitted that she missed a single comfort ;‘
until one day the news came that the
country savings-bank where her tiny ma-
ternal fortune was treasured, had-failed,
and not a penny was lcft.« For one mo-

went Miss Plumtree stood still as she lis-

tened to the tale ; bntin another the magic
lantern was produced, and a new ohjeet
thrown in bold and brilliant relief upon the
shadowy foreground of her future.

‘I'mgare I don't know what I should
do now, if 1 hadn’t amused myself by learn-
ing dressmaking! So kindly ordered !" she
said, with such a smile that people were
almost ready to believe that this was the
pleasantest thing that had 'ever happencd
to her. From that day Miss Plumtree no
longer lived aloue. Every morning she
tripped forth, workbag in hand, and flit-
ted iike a little business woman, as she
was to one house or another as her engage-
ments might demand. Everyone thought
it a pleasure to see her sitting by their
work-table ; her form was graceful yet, and
the wavy hair drawn back from her fore-
head and carelully knotted belind, gave
such a classic contour to her head. These
were ber. only. beauties, extept the smile,
and that wade everyone fcel us if the-sun
shoue on the darkest day.

And s0 all went on beautifully for a
time, until Mies Plumtree began to find
herself mconvenienced by a severe pain in
one of her eyes. Sometimes she came to
her work with a green shade over it, some-
times she did not come at all, and at last
was oblged to give hersell fairly into the
physician’s hands. For a few wecks she
sat alone at home onee more ; after. that
the pain ceased and she fclt quite well
again, but the sight of the unruly member
was gone for aye. Miss. Plumtree im-
mediately looked up her little book of en-
gagements, and appearcd next worning at

‘the door where she had bcen promised for

that day three months befgre, the illumin-
ation lighting up everything before her.

‘1 don’t know what I ever should have
done,’ she said, * if it -hadn't beea for my
having another eye !”

Miss Plumtree had given up the babit
of eitling with her face againsc the pane,
since the night she had seen the shadowy
figure pass along the rustling grass. But
she still kept up ber little twilight season
of thinking over matters, and how kindly.
everything had been ordered for Ler since
she could remember, :

* But poordear Will I She bad heen go
happy in thinking of his having everything,
and now she heard be was running through
it very fast, und sure to get into trouble
before long. She wondered if Jhe would
ever come and share with her if the worst
came to the worst,
would not, everything would scem a change !

And there was some one else! How

changed cverything would seem to-him-—
.~

to Philip—if he were ever o ¢ome back !
But he could not have heard that
was no one now to interfere,

there

thivk he would ever hear ; probably he
had gone a great way off and would never
know,

One November night Miss Plumtree, as
usual, elept her twjlight thoughts quietly
away, and awoke to find a great surprise
awaiting her. An invitation from some
friends living eome fifty miles away,
come and pass a few days with them, It
was the first invitation of eny kind Mies
Plumtree had received since she left the
old house, and she really did not feel that
she ought to have any, now that she had
no longer any hoepitality to ofler. But
here was the letter, very positive indeed,
and refusing to take no lor an answer,
So she put some things in a satchel and ket
off the next morning with the carrier,

* I shall certainly be back the last day of
the month,' she said, ‘for I am engaged
all the first week in December,’

The days glided by assuch days will do,
the oasis sceming swaller for its very green-
ness in the desert, the last day of the
wounth arrived, the carrier's waggonette
wos’ heard rattling down the village hill,
ind there, on the driver's box, ber nose a
little red with the cold, but luxuriating in
the free, fresh air, sat Miss Plumtree,
punctual to the hour and winute, How
good it would seem to see the little cottage
again ! They should make it in another
winute, but the pastor's house was 8o much
higher, it-cut off the view just here, Now
they were passing the minister's; and
Miss Plumtree began to luuk under the
apron for her satchel,

¢ Look !” exclaimed the driver, and Miss
Plowmtree glanced quickly up. A fallen

She was afraid ho'

She did not .
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