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WAYSIDE SERVICE.

BY ANSON D, P. RANDOLFH.

When shall I learn the Master to obey 2~
That service lies along the daily road
Wherein the soul may hold iis npward way
Through all the hours on wontec cures be-
stowed.
Forget not now, my heart,
Those many days when as the Son of man,
His blameless life on common tasks was
spent,
Nor from the world apait,
And held within the all-embracing plan,

e A

While He about His father’s business went,

By Joseph's side He uncomplaining wrouglt, ‘
As other laborer mght for lahorer's wage,
He, 8on of God, no loftier service sought
Ther 2pch 48 mav the lowliest one cngage. >
: I RSE o
Break out in song!=~there s no menial tark,
No work but promise has of large reward,
With peace and hope divine
Nor once forget, in all ye do or ask;"
TLa. scryRnts are not greater than thejr
Lord!
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“THE RELATION OF PRAYER
TO PASTOR EFFICIENCY.”

In our last weeks issue we invited
the attention. of our readers to an ex.
cellent article in the October Baptist
Quarterly and gave a resume of the
first part. The following is the sub-
stance of the closing portion of the
artiele :

Bot prayer affects the pasfor and
promates Lis efficiency—

.- (2) Bpiritually, by purifyiog his mo-
tives and methods, and revealing God
in his Word and works.

(a) Purifying his motives and meth-
ods~It is a beautiful sight when a
young man consecrates to the work of
the ministry the dew of his youth, sud
enters with unselfish love wpon what is
truly the holiest of all employment:.
But actual experience in 1t goon re-
veals to him that a thousand influences
are at work to dim the lustre of his
conseerstion and defile the purity of
his motives. 1 need not mention the
grosser forms of temptation, vor the
suares of idleness or pecuniary specu-
lation, but only those evils wbicgc ute
tack the beart, and eatsileutly into the
soul as doth a canker, There is dap:
ger of professional formality. Dealing
with the tremendous truths, which at
évery presentation sffect the woul of
speaker aud hesrers for ever,io 8
sense holding in our hands the eternal
destiny of those to whom we minister,
there is dauger that our wery familiar.
ity with these subjeets may blunt our
scosibilities nnd‘burdeq our hearts,

Professional  jealousy. There is
danger that there should craw! intothe
soul that canker-worm of unfavorable
comparison smong the pastors in the
same city, association; orstate. There
is danger too of— |

Professional ambition, Of wing
the wonderful elements of power in the
mioistry to serve personsl ends—the
acquirement of reputation or salary or
emigent- position, As our molives
must be~pure, so slse must our
methods.

The ivfluence of modern society may
essily become corrupting to methods
of pastorsl lsbor, chicfly in makioy
them hasty and superficiul,

How is it | le that the pastor
can be honest snd troe to God, snd
keep both ‘-odv::;d k::w:uuh purc?'
Oply ip one way keeping him:el
in the presence of God. **1 have ret
the Lord-slways before me ; becanre
he s on my right band I shell not Le
mowed,” ' “ My soul wait thou ovly
upon God, for my expectation is from-

w.” Ouer will be wveither

too fast mor w, when wo thus |
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worker. But when we are brought
into sympathy with bhim, tp work with
bim, and as be is working, we shall be
willing to take all the time which is
necessary to do everything well ; and
80 at last shall we actually accomplish
the most ; for as there shall be no haste,
there shall be no waste, and he truly
makes the most of life who walks with
God and does his will,

In thus securing purity of motive
and method by prayer, we shall also
enjoy another spiritual advantage—

(b) Revelation of God in his Word
and works. | need not attempt either
to prove or describe how the spirit of
prayer brings with it the revelation of
(God, both in his Word and worke;
how the golden gates of truth’s temple
are thrown wide open, and we wure
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| are hid frow the ni‘é}e!y“mreﬁébtdul

“investigator ; and how, in a single mo-
ment of search under the light which
communion with God brings, we dis-
cover more hid treasures than in whole
day» of expl. ration under human lights.

It is worthy of remark, that only in

gives con we find adequate help to
meet the distracting demands now
made upon the active mivistry, It is
claimed that the minister of onr times
must be a good preacher, both expound-
ing the Word of God and solving the
problems of life. . He must be a good
pastor, faithfully visiting and caring
for the waots of his flock. He must
be. a good organizer, developing and
consolidating the resources of his peo-

in reformatory movements, and must
find time to watch the progress of
sciepee, and alluw not the grgat move-
‘wews of the sge to pass from under
Ohristian  infloence,  Bat how shall
one man, io one sLort life, be able to
meet such numerous und diverse claim-?
hbw shall be find time that while be
neglecis no practical duty, he may yet
keep up an intelligeut acqaiiutance
with the world's progress, now when
konowledge is so broad, and life so
short? How shall he discern between
false progress and true ; between that
whieh is abiding : between that which
ought to bave his attention and that
which is worthless 7 This sid he is to
find in spirituel illumivation tbrough
prayer. For, a8 & magnet thrast inte
the send draws to iwelf the particles
of metal, so does the soul filled with
the Bpirit of God discern the signs of
the times, and learn to soparate be.
tween the evil and the good, between

the transieut and permavent around
him,

2. The pastor's work; Tt may be
safely said that when he is rightly af-
fected by it in his ‘person, his work
caunot but be corre-pondinf‘y efficient.
Here are some of the directions in
which this eficiency will appenr:

(1) It will give effect to both his
pteaching and pastoral l.bors —1t will
‘ympart to'his efforts that undeseribable

ower which-we call unetion, s power
we cannot wftord to be without. He
will cnot ba fermal, vor worldly, nor
harty, nor dull. His whole manner
will be affegred by it, end hie very
voice will rv'?o(n u 1one whieh nothing
else ean impart ; and whether be prays
or preaches, or leads the Jn,ni-meet-
ing, or stands Ly the bed of the sick
or the dying, or solves in any mode
of service the wysterions problems of
life, he will always and everywhere
make bimself felt a5 & ** man of God"

(2) 1t will enlarge the sphere of the
pastorate,. Mavy pestors find their
spheres of labor mwuch contraeted.
&hon the field is narrow, sud the rgom
for outward growth is curtailed, we
must seek 8 deeper and more heavenly
consceration, And this cun cowe onl
in prayer. By it we nu{ overleap all
barriers, and wast down all obstructions,
and & pastor, sud his chureh, though
covfived 1o & narrow territory, can yet
muke themselves felt to the ends of the

God.
Prayer will enable the pastor—

(8) To grapple-with the difficulties of

spiritoal illumination which prayer.

wede, v ok hpednony shriva:how we l oy : i
R iR g s b sl ey W lloith not be dowe.

'p'iu." Bidew wo wtbb t0l. o 3E3 wn §

| arines from this source.

sarth by resson of their power with | his
Mlicts

“ Then to whom shall he

the pastoral work. Two are mentioned
as specimens of the rest,

(a) Difficulty of developing the
character and the resources of the
chureh, et

This is the great need of our times.
There is no possible way to meet the
present and prospective oalls of divine
Providence except by & more thorough
development of the character and re-
sources of our membership ; for, just
as‘ for ages there have been untold |
treasures of gold and silver hid in our
mountains and valleys, waiting for the
eye of man to discover; and the hand
of man to bring them forth, so are
there hid in our charches untold treas-
ures, both of character and resources,
waiting the skilled hand to bring them
forth. This is the pastor's work.
Others may give occasional help, but

¥, "v” .1’ T "‘ : ;T“ ﬁ';'{,“:,‘_,qlﬂk. For

while in some cases men are avuvwsives
and easily moulded, like the gold first
gathered by the miner near the surface
vy far the greatest part of what must
be reached lies deeply imbedded in
false ideaa, in worldliness and selfish-
ness ; and by some means the rocks
must be crushed before the precious ore
can be liberated. The faithful pastor's
heart often sinks as he finds his most
earnest efforts fail, and his best laid
plans defeated. But through prayer
he can conquer. Prayer seta in mo-
tion the ponderous wheel of Divive
discipline, which are sble to break up
old habits and prejudices. crush out
worldliness, and release the soul for
holy growth and activity. It is a
cheering experience when he can see
he course v1 vurevies development in
his people, following in the Tiné of his
prayers. Or take anofher ; the—
Sb) Ditfieulty of with chronic
erystallized evilsin o c}mrcb. :
At the formation of a ehurch the
membership are generally united aod
self-sacrificing. ~ But by-and.by, as
wealth and members increase, and as
burdens have to be borne whigh give
occasion for exhibitions of selfishuuss,
strifes and alienations arize, which af-
fect the whole ehurch. The particular
acls in which they originate may be
trifling, but that whereunto they Iéad is
mouwrnful, Change of pastors does not
remove, but often aggravates the evil,
and much of pastoral discouragement
Half the
strength of many pastors is absorbed in
prevesting chronio evils from fatally
injuring the church. 'These ave the
* mountains” ;whose removal is only
* possible - to him that beligveth.”
These sre the devils who ** go not out
bt by prayer and fasting.” Ob, that
instead of the mountains so often mov--
ing the pastor, we knew how 80 to use
the power placed within oor reach that
the pastor might-move the mountains.
But, finally, prayer prowmotes the
efficiency of the pastor, becavse it—
(4) Affords him needed vest and
comfort, The peastor is engaged in o
great work, & work ~with—which it is
an exalied privilege to be connected.
tle has great resources. He has ** ex-
ceeding great and precious iwes,”
and all the certainty of the Divive pur-
poses to make his success sure, Yet
he bas greal obstacles. The enemy of
souls fighta him with special maliguity.
The world.is opposed to God and his
truth, Even the hearts of professed
Christians are often hard ; aud the
word preached fulls on steny greund
and among thoros, Plans' sud pur
poses at variance with the best inter-

and to bathe in the calm sea of that
loving Presence, to

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Wedneﬁay, December 10, 1873.

lean om that
Bosom, and feel the throbbings of that

loving Heart, is rest indecd. -
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THE SMALL WORRIES,

The Christian world has long been
guossing what Paul’s thorn in the flesh
was., We have a book that in ten pages
tries to show what Paul's thorn was not
and in another ten pages tries to show
what it was,

Many of the theological Doctors have
felt Paul’'s pulse to »ee what was the
matter with him. We scppose the rea
son he did not tell us what it was may
have been becanse he did not want us
to know, He knew that if he statéd
what it was, there would have been a
great many people from Corinth both-
aring him with prescriptions as to how

B wanw gt we

Some say it was diseased eyes, some
that it was @ humped back. [t may
have been neuralgia, JPerhaps it was
gout, although his active babits and a
sparse diet throw doubt on the sup
position, Suffice it to say it was a
thorn—that is, it stack him. It was
sharp, '

It was probably of not much aeccount
in the eyes of the world. It was not a
trouble toat could be compared to a
lion or a boisterous sea. It was like a
thorn that you may have in your hand
or foot, and no ove knew it.
we see that it becomes a type of those
little nettlesome worries of life that ex-
ng:rato the wpirit, 4 '

{very one has a thoro sticking him.
The bousekeeper finds it in wofaith.
ful domesties ; or an inmate who keeps
things disordered; or a housé too
small for convenience, or too large to
be kept cleanly, The professional
man fiods it in perpetual interruptions,
or calls for ** more copy.” The Sab-
bath school teacher fiods it in unatien-
tive scholars, or neighboring teachers
that talk louéK and make a great noise
in giving a Ihtle instruetion. One
man bhas a rheumatic joint which, when
the wind is northeast, lifts the storm-
signal. Anotber, a business partner
who takes full half the profits, but
does not belp earn them. These triuls
are the more nettlésome because, like
Pauls thorn, they are not to be men-
tioned. Men get sympathy for broken
bones and mashed feet, but not for the
end of sharp thorns that have been
broken off in the fingers.

Let us start out with the idea that
we must have aouoyances. It seems
to take @& certain pumber of them to
keep us hamble,wakeful and prayerful.
To Paul the thorn was disciplinary as
the shipwreck. If it is not one thing
it is another, 1f the stove does nol
smoke, the boiler must leak, If the
pen is good, the ink must be poor, If
the thorn does not pierce the koee, it
must take you in the back. Lile must
have sharp things io it. We cannot
make up our robe of Christian charac-
ter without pink and needles,

We want what Paul got—grace to
bear these things.
come cross, censorious and irascible,
We get in the halit of sticking our
thorns into other people’'s flogers,
But, God belpiog us, we place these
annoyances in the eategory of the ** all
things that work together for good.”
We see how mnch shorter thoros are
than the spikes that stuck through the

alms of Christ's hands—and remem-
ering that he had on his head a whole

¢sts of the esuse thwary his. wluol#fcro”wn of thorus, we take to ourselves

movements ; bisx motives are miscon-
strued ; his labors unapprecinted ; his
efforts futile. Bo thut there sre times
when wll that is great in his werk, and
cheering in ‘iw spirit, and glorious in
its prospeacts, is lost to view, shut out
behind the clouds and darkness of pre-

sent trouble. ’

go ? Whither
shall he flée, but to that ** strong habi-
tation whereunto he may Ny
resort ¥ There all bis motives and
are koown; his con-

errors looked »uﬂtul&p‘hy;

the eonsolation that if we suffer with
him on eaith, we shall be glorified with
bim io heaven,
But how could Paul yo-ltively ro.
in these. infirmities ? The schbol
of Cliriet has three olasses of seholars :
in the first class we n how to be
stuck with thorns without losing our
atienoe ; in the second class we learn
ow to wake the m:a xmldnly ad-
r

vantageous ; in the elass of this
school we learn how even to rejoice in
beiug p and wounded ; but this is
the clase, and when we get to
that we are mnear gredestice faty

Thus

Without it we be- |
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CALVINISM AND CULTURE.
There is something in the evangeli-

oal view of a sinner's relation to God

so overwhelming, that in comparison

to it_all interests that are merely hu-.

man become quite trivial and insigni-
ficant. Io this view every man is nat-
urally lost; and until be is restored
through a living faith in Jesus Christ,
all is utterly wrong with him. He
needs not merely a little help to bring
him to the gate of heaven, or a mere
brash of ecclesiastical paint to make
him a Christian ; he neegs a naw heart
and a right spirit—a change of the
most radical kind. Till this great
business is accomplished, the Calvioiat
has little heart for any other, He is
like a man tryiog to extinguish a con-
suming fire—the matter is too absorb-
ing for him to be able to attend te less.
er concerns. DBut when the great mat.
ter has been settled, he finds scope for
the full developm . of his naturs, and
for the culturé and exercise of every
faculty. Haviong sought firat the king-
dom of heaven and his righteousness,
the othar thines are added in due
course. No finer example could be
imagined than that which is furnished
in the life of Chalmers. The science
which he loved before his spiritual
change, be loved most dearly after-
wards ; but it sunk to a secondary place
it was overshadowed by the direct in-
terests of the soul. This is the great
lesson of Calvinism. Human culture
is secondary—faith and regenération
are of primaty importance. And for
our part, it seems all the better ‘en-

titled to our respeoct that this is what it

teaches. If it drew the line very
slightly between the church and the
world, or obliterated it entirely, and
encouraged men to regard culture as

quite a good sebstitute for religion, it

woild take the most effectual way that
has yet been devised for rubbing out
religion itself. It is its glory that it
requires of every man first to get into
a right relation to God, while there-
after it leaves him free to occupy him-
self, a8 much as his cireumstances will
permit, with the development and grati-
fication of every real and legitimate
part of his nature.— Sunday Magazine.
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I MUST HAVE A RELIGIOUS
NEWSPAPER.

I, Because such a paper, rightly .

conducted, is a publie institution of
great value, exerting & happy influence
upon all the varied important interests
of society, and 1 am bound to do my
part in systaining such an institution.

2. Because my own religious growth
as a Cbristian is materially promoted
by such a paper, My religion wazes
or waues in life and power in propor-
tion to the clear or dim views 1 guo of
the great tbi? of the kingdom of God,
Nexi to the Pible, my paper increases
the elearness and extent of my spirit.
usl vision, giving light and expelling
darkness by its never ceasing supply of
facts and appesls, which are sunshine
and shower to the spiritual verdure of
my soul. .

8 Because I want a good commen-

tary on the Bible, My religious paper
furnishes it, often by direct expositions

by items of. religius biography, strik- -

ingly illustrative of Bible wruth, by
constantly-recurring events of divine
providence equally illustrative, by

narratives of revivals, e nversions, pro-

re#n of missions at home and abroad
all showing the power of the Gespel
and explanatory of God's word,

4. Beeause | want to be & stron
man, armed for defending. truth an
destroying error, Political partisans
about me are fawiliar with all the lacts
and argnments which sustain their dis-

tinetive views, and are ever ready and

able to assault or defend. I want »
similar kind of ubility and facility in
sustaining the cause of truth and i ad.
vaneln ﬂ
My nl?uioua sper farnishes me w
a power of offense and defense which
‘:f"z\’bn‘:i Teis a.if & vew arsen:
spiritual weapous was
S o e apers wagk.

5. My family needs to have just

the kingdom of my Master,

»
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