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20 THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
——————————— 
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shat up to the common view, that the 

| natural serpent was the instrument of 

| Satan. the medium through whic
h he ap- 

| proached the woman. Though animals 

| have no moral natures, ond hence, in the 

"high sense of the word, no 
characters, they 

| havg natural traits which ar
e analozrous to 

tra ts of character. [ence the use made 

| of them in Seripture as types Or symbols, 

| the dove, the lamb, the lion, the serpent, 

There was thus a fitness in
 the Waar Dr. Baxter's CHALY

BRATE WILL | endl 

= 
. . ues » 9 

—1t will cure the imperfect digestion, —® * i avd 

wr + ol : f food 4% iret scep in medium through which Sat
an tempted Eve. 

assimilation of foud— |. 
pis 

45 development of tubercle i
n the lungs. We raturally think of the demons taking 

| BL oR att. viii. 30. Why he 

—which is known by the distress felt after | © the swine. Matt. vil J 

— : | angel of light,” 
Avery, Browx & Co. 

| angel of light, : 

Wholesale Ager te for Nota Scotia.
 | have been hy God’s restraint, so 

that there 

pl ¢ . «s excuse for Eve. No 

And for sale by Druggists generally. should be the less 

Qet 23 
| temptation was brought to b ar upon her 

C¢ -t) 
i 

: : 

| which could strike her, with awe, and, #8 
1 

we are not told. It may 

| it were, overpower her. 
| - 

- - " 

| ence ol a personal devil, there is really no 
1 

more reason to doubt it than to doubt the | 

existence of human sin and human sinners, 

| The Bible encourages no such doubt, As 
| 

| t) his access to men, and his evil iufl 1en
ce 

i 

Chrishign  1)essenyer. 

HALIAN. N 5. JANUARY. 15, 1873. 

that men tempt each other to evil. 

we cannot stop long enough to get a full | 

answer. Our temptations are not sin 

ce | Only yi ding to them is sin. Otherwise, | 

TELE TEACHER. | 7": 
oR | Christ could nut have ben tempted, nor 

BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1873. indeed could Adam and Eve. But tempta- 

HE | discipline in virtue, a means of | 
yoo | tions are a discipline ue, an 

Sunpay. Jan 10th, 1873. 

The Fali and the Promise.—Gen, iii. 

1.8, 15. 

| attaining & higher Life, a better character, 

Cit rightly met. God allows us to be tempt- 

| ed to sin, but does not tempt us. James i. 

GoLpex Texr.—** As by one man's dis- | 13. He 

the ubedience « § one shall many be wade | : 

righteous.” Rowans v. 18. 

em 

tries us, however, Gen. 22 | 

wavs of access to'ue. We nedd to ** watch 

and fizht ard pray.” To fed] safe is to he 

CoMMIT TO MEMORY .—verses 1.0. | unsafe. If in Eden the tempter a) peared, 

: . Liu ~ | he will also be with us even ina Christian 

Symmary.— Ruin by Satan, redemption 

by Cu lal. 
howe, in the house of worship. We are | 

: | sale nowhere, only when we keep close to 

Axavrvsis — 1. “The temptation. v¢ 1,5 | Gud and let G d belp us. ** Yea, hath God 

11. The full ve. 0. 1 The shame. ¥8. | 45id?" [sit reully true? Cunitbe? Is 

Ta Bu SBN TO JOE ». | it possible? “Such is the spirit of the quee- 

Exposition — Introductory. — We have | tion. An insinuation that it i= a strange 

in our lust two lessons seen the universe | thing, unreasvnable ; but how artful the 

opening into existence at God's command, | insinuation. 

| appeared in this form rather than as ** an | 

| doctrine than in the quite too cominun f
act | 

| vents communion with him, 

and so also the facts of life teach. 

we ask why they were left thus to 

| 

other will be. We may not say God could 

not have prevented sin. 
| 

| and best that he should not. 

| of evil is a dark problem, but our 

hlem. 

even the heathen. Rom. i. 
| 
| 

| 

| 
| 

and so would hide themselves Irom 

If we | them objects of loathing. * Aprons,” or 

| stop here to usk why does God allow it, | rather, girdles. 

Verse 8.—* The voice of God,” 

possibly, as afterward, in the person of 

« the angel of the Lord,” appeared in hu- 

man form, to converse with man, 

comes down to meet us in such way as our 

tence he eame in the 

in the person of Christ, 

visits off. 

needs require. 

It always breaks up and 

selves.” No longer as in innocence, 

to mect their heavenly Father their bounti 

fu) Benefactor. LEnwity and shame 

drove them from him. 

be with its ubjeet. 

Verse 15. —lmmediately on the fall 

begins to redcem. ** The seed of the 

whole body of Christ’s f.llowers. ** 

seed.” 

Christ, 

and the fuir and sinless ancestors of the | Verses 2, 3.—** The woman said,” etc. | 

race placed hy a loving Father's care in a | She seems pot to have suspected harm. | 

garden ol pleasure, with the wealth of a She talked with her tempter. lonoceuce 

"world at ti eir disposal, and the pos ibility | is in danger when it enters into conve rea- 

of glorious «Xistenoe in communion with | tion with strategy. Christ wet tle devil 

God wid the angels, for both themselves | unly in the way of resistance. le did not 

and their descendants. ‘Thus fur all bas | give place to his incinuativns, The temp- 

been beautiful and good, alike in lulfillment ' ter ** had nothing in him.” ** Resist the | 

and promise. We loudly linger upon this, devil und be will flee from you." Her | Rev. xii. 9. 

We are loath to leave it. ** It might have answer was frank and true. Some have | 

been.” ** sud lest of all sad words.” Such thought that in the words ** neth:r. shall | 

a history for mankind aight have been !' ye touch a,’ she added w the prohibitions 

The millions of the race each rubed in the und exaggerated the restraint lad upon 

glory of Gud, purity in the heart, purity A them, There is no need soto take it, | 

in the thought, purity in the purpose, She said only what the protiibition im 

purity in the epecen, purity in the life. 

Light, the light of truth and goodness 

everywhere, and ‘always. 

been. But it hasnot been. We turn from 

all that now, and deal to day with what won kendd. “ Lest ye die” iow did the 
- : Ci : eating ? 

bas been. : first pair know the meaning of death? No | Row. v 12-2] 

"We have taken and treated these first one knows how wuch time passed between | i 

chapters of Genesis as history, and not us the beginning of Adam’s existence and this | 

myth or fible, We shall continue to do | temptation, or ia how wany ways the 

0. Those who take the narrative to be | knowledge ol death may have-coue to 

in the lurm of history, only W represent | them. : 

epiritual facts, will be able tw diaw no live | Verses, 4, 5 —** Ye shall not surely 

between the real and fictitious history | die 

Besides, if the narrative is so well fitted | in part. lt had 7 the mind of Eve 

to express spiritual truths, then the facts | quite distinctly on the fact that she was 

of the nurrative are just what we way | under restraint, hed wade the restraint 

judge to bave been reulized, for it is God's | prominent, and so had tended to excite the 

way to reveal truth, first in the actual | wish 10 ercaje it | But she is held back 

shaping of historical facts, and then in the by the lear of consequences, kept to obedi. 

record of those facts. Such a record is the | ence by lear? He wust remove the fear 

Bible, “both the Old Testament wud the | 

New Testament. 
Vers. 1.—** The serpent.” Plainly, the 

parrative refers to a literal animal serpent, 

and not solely to a wicked spirit under the 
name of a serpent, He was a beast of the 
Sield, tis culled subtle, or wily. Iu is 

destitute of arms or legs by which to 

escape danger. It is therefore thrown back 

upon instinct, aided by a quick and glar. 

ing eye, and a rapid dart and reevil, ao 

evade the stroke of violence, and to watch 

and seize the unguarded moment for in- 

flicting the deadly bite. Hence the wily 

and iusidious charscter of its instinct” 

See Gen. xlix. 17. But while a literal ser- 
pent, a beast of the field, is in m nd, not 

‘thatonly is intended. The power of #p ech 

and of reason, plainly belonged to none of 

the animals named by Adam, among whieh 

he found no companion or help weet. lle 

pamed no such animal as thie serpent 8: .0ws 

bis If to be, Who thisserpent was, that 

could reason and speak, lie and tempt, ap- 

pears from Rev. xii. 9. Weare thus fuirly 

So he makes his bold stroke to sweep that 

away, and thus carry his point. It has 

heen well remarked that though he contra. 

diets God, he yet'so keeps the appear.nce 
of truth as not to shock the unruspecting. 

“ As gods,” or rather, as God. What a 

liar, and yet what secming truth! We 

meet thore who speak ol the restraints ol 

religion_ quite in that old serpent style, 

and like him, make a mock of heli, 

Verse 6 — I'he woman began with listen. 

ing tou the tempter, She now lovks on the 
fair fruit, a hundred-lold Inirer to her, no 

doubt, because she feels ns never before, 
that it is denied ber 

sweet. ' 

*¢ Stolen waters are 

We want most what we are 

bidden not to buve. Looking soon gives 
way to taking. Fatal deed. She gives to 

her hushand He eats, The enticed turns 

enticer. True, perfectly, to the principles 

Bat what a shock was that ** of man’s 
first disobedience.” It propagates well 
through all the generations. In the full of 
thuse two all fell. So Seripture teaches, 

| heel.” 

| 

| 

plied, even il it was not expressly stated. | we 1 
wd : a | 

hey probably were not to touch the fruit, 

It might have tw hanale it, and #0 have their ap petite for | Vs 6 

it wakencd, and their stiength to leave it | fini? 

lls insinvation had done its work | 

of our nature, just what we see every day. 

and real, ** a bruising oy the head.” 

leave Adan and Eve ? 

aeter ? 

they had not sinne  ? 
Ves. 1. 

did she suspect evil? 

Vs. 4, 5. What did the tempter 
say? What hud God said? ve 17, 

done? James iv, 7. 
. Wy hat 

I+ it a sin to be tempted ? 
} 
| 

Vs. 7, 8. Did they know evil alter 

ing? 
| gwiit make them ashamed? Why did 
| flee trom God ? 

How is it being fulfil? 

Scripture Catechism, 93. 

Gen. iv. 3- 10. 

“POP CORNS” TRIAL. 

BY ETHEL LYNN BEERS, 

“ WiLL, Pap, how's trade?” 

that position three years already. 

great engine that was hreatMing in its 

way beside him. 

he looked down from his six leet of 

elmbercd around the tender, and 

of sha! by jacket sleeves, hy the fire. 
* How's trade, Pop Corn? Nice 

ness that. Light to carry, and 
profit; handy for lunch too, filling 
cheap.  Hillo! what's the matter, 

D wn in the mouth ? 
A 1 say, don't you go and feel like 

either. 

Bn 

Shall 

Why are we left to ein? No sufficient 

answer has ever been given by man. II 

| one of these questions be answered the 

| We know that he 

“did not, and hence that it was both right 

The existence 

remuins duty, our sin, gin, just the same
, 

whether we do or do not solve that pro- 

For their sin both Eve and Adam 

were without excuse, as also are we, 

20. They 

each tried to throw their own blame upon 

| the teinpting one, just as we try to throw 

| it upon Our associates, or our circum- 

stances, or our first parents, or as some- 

times, even upon God. Vain trial, always 

As to the exist- | vain. 
Verse 7.— Shame, this came with their 

new knowledge.” This was remorse. They 

felt themselves, knew themselves guilty, 

others’ gaze, from the eyes of the brute 

| in tempting, the Bible teaches both, and | creation, nay of inanimate pature even 

| there is not a whit more d ficulty in the | Their eyes were open, but to know evil. 

0 them it is now a thing which makes 

Sin cut these 

“« Hid them- 

Only love secks to 

Here we see the death 

of their souls, which carried with it, in 

duc season, physical death, and all the 

woes which have since cursed the earth. 

‘man. In particular, Christ, but also the 

All who side with Satan as against 

The victories of* Satan are but 

transient and scemiog, ** a bruising of the 

Those of Christ are permancnt 

Questions. — Where did our last lesson 
With what char- 

Does this one find them the 
What kind of a world would this be il 

Who was the tempter of Eve? 
: What question did he ask? 

Why that (question ? 

Vs 2.3 What answer did Eve give? 
| { What reason did 

| she vame for not eating the fruit? 
 Lesides fear shoold restrain from sin? 

W hat 

there any truth in the serpent’s words? 
What ought the wowan to have 

harm in looking at the 
W hut 

fullomed the looking? What followed the 

W lio besides themselves sufcred ? 

Ilo whom was the evil? Did their 

Vs. 15 What does this promise mean ? 

Sunpay, Jan. 206th. — Cain and Abel.— 

Silas Boyd was the engineer of the 9:30 
"train (rem phasors and had been in 

0 Not un- 
comely to lovk upon, as Le stood leaning 
agninst the side of the swall den where Lis 

days were spent in guardianship of the 

Not unkindly either; as 

hood on a swall, slight "hoy who md 

stood warming two red hands, very fur out 

If you had trouble like me, now—but a 
jolly httle chap like you! No, it aint the 
wind in your eyes wakes ‘em water, 

It aint the wind makes your un- 

der lip tremble. Anybody “licked you? 

You just tell me the wan, and T'll shake 

him into the middle of next week.” 

All the while the two red hands had 

been opening and shutting in the pleasant 

warmth, as if they were gathering and 

racking in the hard palm a fund of heat 

for future use. All the while two big blue 

eyes stared and winked at the dial plate 

that fronted him, but their owner was not 

reading i's report of the steam-pressure at 

all : he wae thinking of the harsh voice 

of the conductor, who had bid him stand 

out of his way, adding a threat of refusal 

to Jet him sell his corn on the train at all. 

Nobody seemed to care to buy his wares 

this afternoon, and he seemed to be in 

everybody's way. 

«+ | was kind o' disappointed, I guess, 

and things have all gone wrong to-day; 

you know they do sometimes” and the 

thin face looked up to Silas wistfully. 

«Sometimes, when a fellow tries the 

hardest, everything goes agin’ him, [ bate 

to t«ll mother, too, what poor luck I've 

had, for she wont eat half ecough any- 

way. Joe—that's my brother that pops 

the corn for me—he’s lame, and can’t do 

anything for himself. It's queer, aint it, 

Silas 2 An’ I did want to buy that 'rith- 

metic 80, to “study up nights, and now 

here's no trade all day. In that car right 

next, there's a boy bout my size startin’ 

out to go to school ; good clothes on, 

woney in his pocket, and a chance to get 

learning ; and “yet he’s grumbling at his 

futher all the way out about going. And 

here's me—well, mother says we must n’t 

grumble at our lot, lor God knows what it 

all means; but it's mighty hard not to 

ran | * think grumble,” aint it?” 

Silas ‘laid his hand on Charlie's shoulder 

with a woman's tenderness, and his brown 

eyes shone a trifle dim as he look«d at bim, 

silently at first, and then said checrily : 

« Never you mind, Pop. I aint wu'h 

of a preacher, 1 know; but I do believe 

tie's bound to take care of the fatherless, 

any way. Pears to me 1 read it plain 

enough in old aunt Patty's Bible. And 

have n't 1 seen him do it wysell ? When 

bahy Nancy was left in the middle of the 

track, in front of the engine, do you 

s’pose.it was ny mortal bauds took her 

off onz side? Did | ever tell you about 

that? 

«| was on the engine Firefly, comin’ 

round the Willow Bend with a heavy Lead 

of steam on, snd the straight line ovr the 

mt adows nhexd, when I suw three ¢hildren 

walking on the truck. Ove wis a swall 

girl. with a red hood on, hilding a wee 

baby-girl by the hand, and on the other 

side walked a boy in a blue jacket. They 

were holding litde Nancy between them, 

so she could walk on the rail, as 1 found 

out ufterward. 1 began to leel worried 

when | came near enough to ree the boy's 

curls shine in the sun, for they did u't 

seem to hear us at all, 

ww Well, Pop, if that old Firefly did n't 

screech nnd yell till they looked round, und 

only mude things worse by running tw and 

fro. . Didn't | whistle down brakes : nd 

Frurn her bead about quicker than ever be- 

fore! There they were just ahead, hte 

red head pulling the baby one way and 

blue jacket off the other, then each (tting 

go, just us the joor Lit:le thing turned 

round, and holding up its chubby hand, 

crowed and laughed, 1 chat wy eyes, 

Pop. I'd done all I could, ard couldnt 

stand no more. 

sin? 

duty 

and 

each 

who 

God 

flesh 

pre- 

both 

God 

wo- 

Thy 

we? 

next 

Was 

eats 

they 

“ "Twa'n’'t wuch of a prayer when 1 

said, * Gud help her! ard may-be such 
Aouths’ Department. gry proyer as mive don't count for wuch ; but 

the words were scarcely ended when the 

Shall I ever forget the 

sight | saw ? the two little things lau _ hing 

and eryirg ower the unharmed tead of 

baby Nancy, sale and sound oo the tank 

beside them! ‘The fireman says she roddled 

off hersell, jurt as we came near enough 

to blow ‘her little cape one ride; but it 

wemed to we | saw a shiny silver angel 

fl mting by just then, and Ill ulways think 

so, though, to be sure, it might have been 

a wreath of smoke. Now | want to know 

of He didn't look after baby Nauey? 

sees to me He did 

Charlie quite forgot his troubles, us 

Silas meant be should do when he com 

menced his #t ry, and stood still thinking 

about it, while Silae added : 

ro Keep up your courage, Pop. Come 

in to warm when you hike, und vever mind 

old Check ; he wont be croes to-morrow, 

train stopped. 

noisy 

man 

now 

busi. 

its of 

, and 

Pop? | »nd rade will come up, By the way, | 

want a d zen bags of corn ; | wm going to 

that. | set up a little shaver in a smull way over 
in our street ; never mind the change. 

Alton station’ Hilo! here we are ; wn 

minutes bor Jelreshments ! 

| + Cline, you just take this in, snd tell 

“On 

Jake to fill it for m2. Tell him who it's 

for ; he knows the kind ;”’ and Silas thrust 

a small flask in Charlie's hand as he was 

climbing down to take his basket around 

once more among such passer.gers as might 

be tempted by the fresh sugared and salted 

pop-corn he carried. pg 

He carried the flask in to the waiter of 

whom Silas had spoken with a heavy heart, 

for he guessed it was brandy that would 

fill it. He could not well refuse when 

Silas had just been so generous and kind : 

to him. So he performed the errand, and 

returned wigh it to Silas, 

« All right, Pop ; just to keep the cold 

out, you know,” said Silas, as he drank 

eagerly from the mouth of the flash, and 

put it in his pocket, as the bell rang and the 

passengers all came back to take their seats 

in the care. A run of two hours brough? 

them to the end of their route. As they 

passed a line of brick cottages just outside 

the dep6t, Charlie saw Silas look long and 

earnestly among the groups outside, while 

they were waiting for a train to give them 

room.: When at last his eye found what 

it had been seeking, a shadow fell on his 

face, and he lifted both smoke-grimed 

hands to cover its gloom, or to shut out 

the sight of a maudlin drunken woman on 

a door-step. rs 

Charlie saw only the crowd, the dis- 

hevelled yellow hair and torn shawl of the 

woman fluttering in the wind, and touched 

Silas on the arm, thinking to divert him : 

« Look at that “drunken woman! . Now 

she is laughing at something that sailor 

said. What precty hair, and what little 

hands !” 

Silas gave one swift ghnce, shuddering 

at he did so, and then resumed his attitude, 

“ Aint you goin’ home, Silas?” said 

Charley timidly: 
« Home ? I've got no home." 

« Wont your wife be looking for you ?” 

« Charley,” said a thick and broken 

voice, ** | was ’fraid of this when 1 sent 

you for brandy. 

“ That drunken woman yonder is my 

wile! Yes; she wasn't so low alvays. 

I've scen that yellow hair all laid round 

her head in pretty braids, and those little 

hands as busy as birds about her work, 

when she was waitress in the hig house ; 

and pow she is tho curse of my hte, 

Charley. I don’ tell many folks how 1 

feel, Pop ; but eamehow | can’t Lelp think. 

ing how | might have had a boy us big and 

bright as you, if that—"" puinting over his 

shoulder, ** had n't let my t! rec-year old 

Jerry drop over the banuister, to lie for 

hours unconscious, and then go soltly 

down the valley all alone, I'm glad he 

went | yes, Charley, I'm glad he went be- 

fore h> knew his mothers shame. He 

had big blue eyes like you, Charley. My 

little Jerry !"’ and then through toe grimy 

fingers the hot tears, tht man lets full bat 

seldom, trickled down and gave a tiny hiss 

as they touched the boiler und vanished, 

« Silas,” the little boy came up close 

beside his big Iriend, und laid his chapped 

red band on the stout arm—* dilus, I'm 

awful sorry for you, I know wy trouble 

aint like yours; but you told we just now 
that He wont kave anybody forloin who 

wants lim to help ‘em ;: and wy Sunaay- 

school teacher tells we so, and my mother 

says she is sure of it. If He took the 

trouble to send a busy angel down 10 ke 

Nancy off the track, don’t you think he'll 

help you too? EB 

“ Don't try that, Silas,” and Charley 

touched the bulge ia the breast-pocket that 

outlined the fAwk ioside.  * Li Jerry 

should be lookin' out of them sturs that 

have just upencd their shutters up thers, 

he couldn't be happy, scewms to we, il he 
was in heaven.” 

Silas looked up at the great bright star 
that, wis nlready shining, but did not 
speak until Charley touched his hand t) say, 

 Good-hy, Silas; I'll sce you to-morrow 
morning ;" and then ran to his cheery 

little home, where patient Joe sat waiting, 

and mother with her quick step and busy 

hands bad sct up the savory sew wade 
from small scraps of meat nud bg potatoes. 

She was worried over Charley's #8 lemn 

face, for he felt that Silas’ sorrow was une 

he could not speak nbout even to his mother 

yet; but she was too wise a woman to 

ask, ** What's the matter ?’ until the 

story came of itsell, 
- - - . - - - - 

There had been a collision of Willow 

Bend. There were dark red spots on the 
snow where bloody heads and “hands had 
laid in agony, There were broken cars 

and a disabled engine, surrounded hy the 

inseparable throng of curious i: quirers and 
idle gossips, and quesiion and answer went 
to and fro smorg them, There was no 
lack of tongues to tell the story, how the 
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